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Undiſcover'd, at 
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[Giving an Impartial AccounT to 


the DIVAN at Conſtantinople, of the 


| moſt Remarkable TRANSACTIONS: 


of EUROPE; Anddiſcovering ſeveral, 


INTRIGUES and SECRETS of the 


CHRISTIAN COURTS (eſpecially of 
that of FRANCE) continued from 
the Year 1659, to the Year 1682. 


Written Originally in Arabick , Tranſlated into 
Italian, and from thence into Engliſh, by toe 
"OF anſlatar of the Firſt Volume. 
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TO THE 


ſuperfluous as Prefaces ſeem, 
yet there is one thing which 


makes it in a manner neceſſary to 
prefix a few Lines to this Volume, in 
regard there is an Occaſion given by 
the Objections ſome Gentlemen have 
been lately pleaſed to make againſt 
the Style of the Engliſb Tranſlation, 
Theſe Perſons having by a very coſt- 


ly Inquiſitiveneſs, found and pro- 


cur'd the Italian Copy of theſe Let- 


ters, and compar'd them with the 
Engliſh, pick many Faults in the lat- 


ter, which they would fain improve 
to the leſſening the Reputation of the 


Turkiſh Spy, or at leaſt to the heigh- 


tening their own Characters as Mits 


. 


To the READER. 
and Criticks, Maſters of Languages, 


and the Grand Paventees of Humane 
Senſe. 


Italian Tranſlation keeps cloſe to the 
Original Arabic; whereas the En- 
ih abounds too much with 4. 
gliciſus, which are not ſufficient 


to expreſs the Author's Primitive 


Senſe. 


How Impoſſible a Thing! it is, to 


pleaſe all People in Undertakings of 


this Nature! Formerly they were 
offended that ſo many Turbiſo and 
Arabick Words were left untranſla- 
ted. And that being anſwered in 


the Preface to the Fourth Volume, 


they have now form'd New Argu- 


ments out of that very Anſwer, to 


aſſault us on the contrary Side, and 


tax us with being too /; ernacular.” 


"Tis true, the Letters they have ſent 


to the Bookſeller og this Account, 
are not ſubſcrib'd at Length. Vet 


by Accident, one of the Gentle- 
men's Hand-Writing is known. 


And 


In the Firſt Place they fay, the. 


- 4 
. - : 1 4 4 +468 
e ee por SEES 4 r BR a 2 fs ag 2 ee . ov * ie at "= rr bt; RR 3 - 
1 WS: GE eB Jos, e POR SOL Tv 04 fo BE 22 =. 2 OX 
X, * TY j- 2 . © — Ae — — 3 4 


MN 


1 5 2 . 2 Y HH REES o 
S r — 
e e A I ESI 4 


Tit REA DE R. 


And tho' we acknowledge him to 


be an Ingenious Perſon, and a Man 


of Learning; yet J believe he would 


be unwilling his Letter ſhould here 
be expos'd in Print (or the Original 
ſhew?d to ſome that know him, and 


perhaps may claim an Equal Rank 


among the Criticks,) 
But to come to the purpoſe; T 


have often heard Tranſlations blam- 


ed for keeping too cloſe to the Ori- 


ginal Phraſe, but never any before 
- this, for a Negligence that 1s abſo- 
lutely neceſſary to retain the Senſe. 
of a Foreign Author, All the World 
knows, there is a vaſt Diſtance be- 
tween Arabick and the Languages of 


Europe; and if the Italian Tranſla- 
tor was more exact in forming his 
Words up to a near Imitation of ro 


Eaſtern Proprieties of Speech, no 
doubt but Impartial Men will richer 
Cenfure it as a Fault, than cry it 
up for an Excellency ; E ſince nothing 
ſounds well in any Language which 
is not deliver'd in the Natural Idiom. 


A 4 Ever 7. 


To the READ E R. 

Every thing ought to be writ in as 
Familiar a Style as we Diſcourſe; 
eſpecially Letters, which are but a 
Proxy-Method of Converſing at a 
Diſtance. And he that Tranſlates 
out of one Language into another, 
ought to aim Chiefly at this, That lie 
be ſure to retain the Original Senſe, 
and render it ſmooth and eaſy to the 
Reader. The Flowers of Arabia and 
Italy, when once Tranſplanted to our 


and Beauty, till they are Naturaliz'd : 
What then muſt we expect from 

their Weeds? Doubtleſs, there are 
ſome Peculiarities in all Languages; 

and to Tranſlate Verbatim from fo. 
Remote a Tongue, would ſound as 
harſh. as French oes in an Exgliſh- 
man's Mouth, when he pronounces it 
as tis writ. ng Ts 
What I have more to fay is, 
That as this Volume contains a H:- 


ſtory of things tranſacted within the 


Memory of moſt Men now living; 
ſo the Two ſucceeding Tomes fall 
IP CO =e ons 


RN. E AD E R. 

down lower and nearer to the pre- 
ſent Times: Giving an Account of 
Events whereof many have been 


Eye-witneſſes, and wherein not a 
few have had a Perſonal Share either 


1 by way of Action or Suffering, Pro- 
fit or Damage; which muſt needs 


afford Delight to thinking Men, ſince - 


there is nothing more Agreeable to 


Mortals than to reflect on the former 


2 Paſſages of their Lives, according to 


that of the Por: 


Hec olim meminiſſe juvabit. 


1 | Beſides, for the farther Encourage- 
ment of the Candid Reader, he may 


_ aſſure himſelf, that toward the Con- 
cluſion of the Laſt Volume, he will meet 


With ſeveral Secrets between the French + 


and Tarkifh Courts, which will diſco- - 


ver the true Source of the Preſent War - 


between the Emperor of Germany and 


| the Grand Signior; and give a Glim ps . 
of the Private Machinations aud \ 
Springs which have put all Europe in- 


to the Hurly-burly tis now in. 


cs 
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To the R E 4 D E R. 
T have but this more to ſay, That 


we hope to be more Speedy in pub- 
liſhing the Remainder of theſe Let- 


ters, than we have hitherto been in 


the Former Volumes. Reader, A- 


dieu. 
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LET T ERS ant Marrs contained ; 
: in this V. olume. 
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LETTER k. 


- Abmut the Arabian at Paris, to 
Dgnet Oglou his Friend al 
Conſtantinople. pag. + 
He relates the Errours he committed in 
Point of Addreſs and Carriage, when. 
he firſt came to Paris. 
II. To the Reis Effendi, or Principal Sa 
cretary of the Ottoman Empire. 8 * 
Of a Fellow that dogg d him up and domm 
the Streets of Paris; and his Appres - 
henſions thereupon. . 4 hes 
III. To Abdel Melec Muli Omer, pre dle. * 
of the College of Sciences at Tex. | 


: 


The TABLE. 


He complains of his frequent Sadneſs on 
the Account of his Employment. DE IE 
IV. To the Kaimacham. 15 
Of the Quakers in Holland, England, 
Germany, and other Parts E pede 
V. To the Same. , 5 
Of the Peace concluded lane Francs 
and Spain. Of the Match between the 
King of France and the Spaniſh In- 
fanta. Of the Duke of Lorrain's Re- 
leaſe, and the Prince of Conde' s Re- 


auration. 


Vi. To ange, Reis Efendi, Princifal Se- 


cretary of the Ottoman Empire. 21 
He congratulates his Acceſſion to that 
Dignity. Of the Death of the King of 

Sweden, and the Duke of Orleans. ; 
VII. To Degnet Oglou. „„ Bs 
He diſcourſes againſt the little Superſti- 
tions of the Mahometans. _ Of Moſes 

and the Jews in Egypt. 

VIII Toth mah. 31 
"Of the Prince of Conde's Reception and 
Entertainment at the French Court. 
Some Paſſages of his Life. 1 
IX. To the Same. e 
of King Chartes II. bis Reftanration to 
the Crown. © 
X. To Mehemet, an Exil d Emnuch, at 
 Caire in oe. . 36 
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Hie breaks forth into melancholy Excur- 


„ 


Secretary of the Ottoman Empire. 39 
Hie relates ſome Paſſages of Henry Is 
Life. . 


XII. 10 AMuſtapha, Berber Aga. 43 


f the Extraordinary Magnificence at 
the New married King and Queen's 
Entry into Paris. . 


XIII. To Dgnet Oglon. 45 
Of an Earthquake at Paris. 


4 


3 XIV. To Hamet, Reis Effendi, principal 


Secretary of the Ottoman Empire. 47 
Obſervations on the Reign of Lewis XIII. 


; XV. To Mahummed, in the Deſart. 52 


Of the Earthquake at Paris, and other 
Parts of France. ES. . 
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LETT ER oY 


TO the Venerable Mufti 55 


4 Of Cardinal Mazarini's Death. 
Some Remarks on his Life. 


II. To the Vixir Azemat the Port. 58 


Farther Remarks on Cardinal Mazarini. 
3 - 
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III. To o Peel HFali, his Brother, Mafler 
of the Cuſtoms at Conſtantinople. :. 00 


Of his Couſin ouf's Reſidence at Aſtra- 
can. A. Character of the Moſcovites. 


IV. To Orchan Cabet, Student in the Sci? 
ences, and Penſioner to the Sultan 62 


He congratulates his Converſi on to the 
Mahometan 8 


V. To the Mufti 64 
Of: the Kin of France s power to cure '# 


the King's-Exil. 


VI. To Aermadolin, Santone of the Vale 


of Szaon. ©. 5 
He applauds the happy Life of a Santone. 
VIE. To DgnetOglon. 70 
Of Painters. AStory of Martin Heemſ- 
kirk. Another of Glotto- 


Of the Danphins Birth. 


IX. To Cara Halt, Phyſic ician to the Grand 


Signior. . 
Of Hardineſs, Indifference, and Reſt * 
mation. 
X. To the Same. 83 


Of Plays, and an odd accident that hap- 
pen d at one, in the Preſence of the 
Ling and the whole Court. 
XI. To Degnet Oglou. ; 98 

He complains of the Slanders caſt on him 


by 
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vu. To Lubano Abufas Saad, an Eoyp- F 
tian Knight. 75 


The TABLE. 

13 at the Seraglio. 
XII. To Abrahim Eli Zeid, Huadgi, Prea- 
cher to the Seraglio. 90 


Of the Wicked Lives of Prieſts and 
Monks. 


XIII. To the Chiaus Ba. 97 
O the French * Conduct and Go 
viernument. | 
XIV. To the Same 101 


More on the ſame Subject. 07 an extra- 
ordinary Tournament, or Carouſal, 2% 


the French Court. | 
XV. Fo Zeidi Alamanxi, 4 Merchant at 
Venice. EE 10% 
He applauds his Sonics; in embracing | 
the Muſſulman Faith. | 
XVI. To the Kaimacham. 109 


Of the Attempts made on the Lives of 
the Duke and Dutcheſs of Crequi. 
XVII. To Mohammed, the Illuſtrious Ere- 
mit of Mount Uriel i Arabia. III 

Of the Contradictions and Uncertainty 
e Antient Records, QC. 
XVIII. To Haſnadar-Baſſi, Chief Trea- 
: 185 to his Highneſs. 115 
Of the Birth and Death of Madam or 
France. Of the Peace concluded be- 
tween France and Spain. He reflects 
on the Engliſh, for delivering up 
Dunkirk to the French. Of the Mar- 
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Te TABLE 
riage between the King of England 
and the Infanta of Portugal. 
XIX. To the Kaimachaim. 117 

He relates a ſtrange Paſſage that hap- 
pen d to him in viſiting a Calabrian 

Traveller, profeſſing Aſtrology and Phy- 
XX. To the Captain Baſſa. 121 
Of a Wonderful Man taken up on the 
Coaſts of North-Holland. 

XXI. To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jem at 
Vienna. En ip a pee, + Wo 
He endeavours to convince him , that 

Iſmael was Heir of the Promiſes mads 

to Abraham, as being the Firſt-born 

Son. With ſome Recriminations on the 

Race of Iſaac. VV 
„ -.oNE-128:. 
Hie dliſcourſes concerning the Origin of 
NMobility and Grandeur among Men. 

XXIII. To Codarafrad Cheik, a Man of 
, LP. 5 134 
Of a Man that was executed at Paris, 
or aſſerting, That he was the Son of 


God. 
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LETTER I. 
<0 Sh man, his Couſin, at Chalce- 
don. Tn: | Þ 


He applauds his Removing from Place to 
Place; and adviſes him to travel far- 
ther in the World); or at leaſt to viſit 
his Couſin Iſouf at Aſtracan. 


II. To Peſteli Hali, his Brother, Maſter | 


of the Cuſtoms at Conftantinople. 139 
Of the Wars and Revolntions in Indo- 
ſtan; with ſome Remarks on the diffe= 
rent Policy of Eaſtern Nations. 


III. To Vſeph Baſſa. 


143 

Of the eee of the Duke of Meckle- 
burg to the Roman Faith. Of the 
Magnificent Entry the Swiſs-Embaſſa- 
dors made into Paris. 


IV. To Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal 


Secretary of the Ottoman Empire. 145 
Of the King of France's Amours. A 
pleaſant Story of his Confeſſor. 


V. Peſteli Hali, his Brother, Maſter 


of the Grand Signior's Cuſtoms + at Con- 
autincple. | | 147 


of 


"RT ADSLEE 
Of Mahmut's Inclination to travel; his 
particular Phancy for Indoſtan: With 
a Deſcription of the Pleaſures he EDS 
take in paſſing thither. © 
VI. To Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal Se- 
cretary of the Ottoman Empire. 153 
Of the Death of the Dutcheſs of Savoy, 
and Carolus Joſephus, Brother to the 
German Emperor. A General Cha- 
racter of Germany, France, Spain 
_ England, Holland and orher Parts of 
Europe. 
VII. To Kerker Haſſan Baſſa. 355 
He acquaints him, hom he had been AP 
ſmated one Night in. the Streets, as be 
was returning to his Lodgings. Of his 
Removal thereupon 70 another Part of 


the 8 
VIII. To Narhan Ben Saddi, a Jew at 
Pienna. "Is 163 


He informs him of the ſame Accident, re- 
. ferring him fer farther Inſtructions to 


Eliachim, Who would be Ng at Vi- 


enna. 
IX. To Zeidi Alamanzi, a Merchant at 
 FPemice. . 165 


He forbids him to ſend any Letters to 
Paris, till he has receiv 4 Freſh an. 
From the Port. 


X. 10 


rt. 
9 


"TR 1 ADLE 
X. To Murat, Baſſa. „„ 
He complains for want of timely Intelli- 
gence from the Miniſters of the Port. 
Of the Viſtories and Succeſſes of the 
Ottomans in Hungary. Of Count 
Trozzi' Arrival at Paris in Quality 
of Embaſſador from the Emperor. 
XI. To hot, his Kinſman, a Merchant 
at Aſtracann. 55 
A character of Spain. 


65, Bok ooooInmn 
Of the General Conſternation in Europe, 


pon the News of the Grand Signior's 
Advances into Hungary. Of Cardi- 
nal Chiſi's Arrival at Paris in Qua- 
lity of Legate de Latere from the 


Pope. gs 


XIII. To Hamtt, Reis Efendi, Principal 


Secretary of the Ottoman Empire. 173 
He gives him a Character of Spain, dif- 
ferent from that he ſent his Couſin 


XIV. To Muſu All Tabyan, Profeſſor of 


Philoſophy at Fez, EE IE Lo 

Hie diſcourſes of the various Languages of 

Europe. A Story of a German Embaſ- 
ſadour at the French Court. 


XV. To Oſman Adrooneth, Aſtrologer to 


the Sultan at Adrianople. 181 
Of a Comet appearing in the Firmament. 
From 


„ 


—— w — — 


XIX. To the Same. 


„„ 
From whence he takes Occaſion to dif- 
courſe about the Nature of Comets. 


XVI. To Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal 


Secretary of the Ottoman Empire. 183 
informshim the Peace made between 
the Pope and the King of France, af- 
ter the Afronts put upon the French 
Embaſſador at Rome. Of the French 
King's Deſign on Airick. _ 


XVII. To Abdel elec, Muli Omar 3 


Preſident of the College of Sciences at 
NWWWVV 3; „. 
He complains that True Science is not to © 

be found, unleſs among the Bramins of 


= SHS. 5 
XVIII. To Airmadolin Santone of the 


J)JJJCCCCCC 290-0 
He afſerts,That Men are Partakers of the 
Divine Nature. A Digreſſion concerning 
the Ancient Religion of the Gentiles. 
CC 
A Sceptical Diſcourſe, after the manner 
of an Epicurean Philoſopher. 


XX. To Jſouf, his Coulin, a Merchant 


128. 
Mahmut complains of his Uneaſineſs in 
Paris, and expreſſes his Emulation of 
the Arabs and Tartars. 


XXI. To Hamet, Reis Efendi, Principal 
Secretary of the Ottoman Empire. 197 


Remarks 


The TABLE. 
Remarks on the Mareſchal de Turenne; 
with a Character of that Prince. 
XXII. To Orchan Cabet, Student of the 
Sciences, and Penſioner to the Grand 
„ . 
Of a Paper of Verſes, which the King of 
France found one morning on his Table. 
O Anne Marie de Skurman the learned 
BY. 94 +, 
XXIII. To the Captain Baſſa. 203 
_ Of a notable Victory obtain d by the En- 
gliſh, ander the Command of the Due 
f Vork, in a Sea Fight with the 
Dutch. Of the King of France's De- 
ſign to Unite both Seas , by Cutting 
4 Canal through Part of his Kingdom. 
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BOOK IV. 
LETTER I. 
o Achmer Beg. 207. 
L Of the Death of Philip the IV. King 
„„ 4 8 and the Duke of Ven- 
%%% EIT 


II. To William Voſpel, a Recluſe of Au- 
Mahmut endeavours to reclaim him 
pan Big. III. To 


| 
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III. To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jem at Vi- 


E711» | | 21 3 
He reflects on the Miſna and Talmud 


f the Jews: rehearſing briefly ſeve- 
ral ridiculous Stories out of the Latter. 
of a Sort of Jews in North-Aſia, 
different from the Reſt of that Lineage 


iu their Language, Laws, and Religion. 
W. To the ſame. | 418 
Hue gives him a more particular Account 


of theſe Jews , their . „ and 
Manner of Life. 


V. To Mohammed, Hadgi, Dervich, Ere- 
mite of Mount Uriel in Ar abi. the 


Happ). 223 


He tells bim be is in doubt = his Future 
State» However, aſſerts, That "tis good 


to meditate on the laſt Things. 


VI To the Kaimacham. © 227 


Of Mirammud, the Sonof the Xairiph 


- of Salle's being taken Priſoner by the 


French. His Charatter and Entertain- 
ment at the Court. 
VII. To Hamel Muladdin „ A. airiph „ of 
Salle- | 428 
He acquaints, bim with ihe ſame thing, and 


adviſes him to ſend ſpeedy Embaſſadors 
to the Court of France, in Or der to big | 


Son's Redemption. 


VA To Ares ihe his Brother, Ma- 


er 


The TABLE. 


tp; of the Cuſtoms at Conſt antinople.2 31 
He informs him of the Treachery of Soly- 
man bu Couſin, in employing ſome Ar- 
menian Merchants 47 Paris, 70 pry in- 
= to Mahmut's Secrets. 
IX. To Degnet Ogloun. Y | 
lore on the ſame Subject. . 
M X. To Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal Se- 
| * *cretary of the Ottoman Empire. 237 
Of the Plague at London, and in other 
Parts of England. Of the Death of 
the Oueen-Mother of France, and of 
| the Prince of Conti. 
EN Nathau Ben Sqgadi, a Jew at. 1 
eunna. 1 a 23 9 
He reproac hes 2 1 Bigottry, in belie- 
ving Sabbati Sevi, the pretended HMeſſias 
: of Smyrna, &c. to he the true Redeemer. 
„ Ifracl., 4 Hort en, ＋ pati 
4 Sevi's Life. . 8 
XII. To the Kaimac ham. NIN 243 
An Acc gent of the Few's Extravagances 
on the appearing of Sabbati Sevi, as 
their Meſſias. Strange Reports of the 
Ten Tribes that were carried away cap- 
tive by Salmanaſſar King of Aſſyria. 
XIII. To Murat, Baſſa. 0 6 
Of a War between the French and the 
_ Engliſh Of a Marriage between the 
Emperour of Germany and the Infanta 
of Spain. 8 XIV. To 
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ſter of the Cuſtoms, and Superintendent 
of the Arſenal at Conſtantinople. 249 
He congratulates his New Advance; re- 
| lates the Blowing up of Rezan a City 
in Ruſſia, and Deſeants on the Day 
„ He rake aa 
XV. To Vſeph, Baſſa.  ' 253 
Of the Continuance of the Plague in En- 
gland. Of the Fire at London. 
XVI. To Cara Hali, Phyſician to the 
„ NG IE 
He complains that our Knowledge of 4 
uture State is vory uncertain © 
XVII. To Kerker Haſſan Baſſa, 261 
He rejoyces to hear, that he is to be re- 
mov d from Paris to 4 Country Life, 
=_ 9, Fave 
XVIII. To Jſouf, his Kinſman, a Mer- 
chant at Arran... 266. 
' He gives him @ Character of his Couſin 
Solyman, and bids him beware of 
bim if be ſhould come to Aſtracan. 
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Mahmut zhe Arabian at Paris, 70 Dgnet 
Oglou, bis Wiend at Conſtantinople.” 


T makes me ſmile ſometimes, when I reflect 
how often I was put to it for an Addreſs 
| ſuirable to the Manners of the Nazarenes, 
and the particular Mode of Paris, when 1 
R. firſt arriv'dat this City: For, thou know'ſt we 
had other Employments, than tolearn Faſhions and 
Conge'sart Palermo. The Mind 5 4 Slave is 9 
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under the Circumſtances of his Captivity ; fo that 
he has not Leiſure to.regard any Thing, but how to 
iſn his daily Task, and to pleaſe his Patron. 
All his Study and Care is bent upon this, and there's 
no Room left for Generous Thoughts ; Neither has 
he Means or Courage to venture on Projects, or im- 
rove the Preſent Occurrences in order to his Future 
Eypint Nay, he hardly dares think of ever be- 
ing Happy again. This was my Caſe, and I believe 
_ *ewas not much better with the. . 
Let, notwithſtanding all the Rigorous Uſage J had, 
the Baſtinado's, Kicks, Bruiſes, Cuts and Wounds, 
| Ireceiv'd from the Hands of that Barbarous Giafer, 
my Maſter, which made me ſometimes Incapable 
of doing him any Service by Day, or of taking any 
Reſt my ſelf by Night, I was refolv'd to find ſome 
fpare Time for Books. I roſe Early, and went Late 
ro Sleep; neglecting no Moment, wherein I cou'd 
apply my ſelf to Study. The Acquaincance I had 
with that Sicilian Carpenter, our Friend, was of - 
Singular Advantage to me in this Kind: For, thou 
may ' ſt remember, he was well ſtock d with many 
Ancient and Learned Treatiſes, He furniſhed me 
with Plutarch, Polybizs, Strabo, Pliny, and other 
Hiſtories. All which, and many more, I devour d 
with Greedineſs; for 1 had a ſtrong Appetite to 
| Knowledge. And after my. Redemption, I paſs d a- 
way ſome Time in the Academies, where I learn'd 
the Knotty Tricks of Logick, how to ſplic Moods and 
Figures, and chain one Impertinent Syllogiſm to the 
Tail of another to Eternity. I alſo ran chrough a 
Courſe, of Philoſophy and other Sciences. Neither 
was J altogether Ignorant of Men: For the Reading 
of Hiſtories, fits a Man the better to make Practical 
Experiments in the Affairs of the World, To which 
alſo, Philoſophy is not a little helpful, in directing 
our Obſervations on the various Tempers of People, 
_ Mens Perſonal Diſpoſitions and Singularities, * 
9 "has 
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the Humours and Cuſtoms Peculiar to this or that 
Nation. For theſe chings depend many Times on 
the Difference of the Climate, the Nature of the 
Soil, rhe Qualities of the Air, and the Manner of 
heir Diet. | | | 
L Bur neither Hiſtory, Logich or Philoſophy, were 
able to efface the Impreſſions of my Early Years, 
or unteach me the Manners in which I had been 
Educated from my Infancy. I brought Arabia and 
Conſtantinople along with me even to Paris. And 
= becauſe I had not Pen uſed to diſſemble the Pro- 
feſſion and Carriage of a Muſſulman, during my 
Thraldom in Sicily; J was at a loſs in my Deport- 
ment, when I came Firſt hither. IS. 
How often have I been like to diſcover my ſelf 
by Pronouncing the Sacred Biſmillah, either when 1 
* far down to Eat, or put a Glaſs of Water to my 
lips; or when J begun any other Action of Impor- 
= rance? So likewiſe in uttering the Handillah, after 
a Repaſt, or when any Thing happen'd which 
prompted me to praiſe God, N 
When Imet any of my Acquantance in the Streets, 
I was apt to forget that I had a Hat on. And in- 
"ſtead of putting off that, according to the Faſhion 
of the Franks, I laid my Hand on my Breaſt, and 
ſometimes bowed ſo low, that my Hat fell off from 
my Head, before I was ſenſible of my Error, 
If I had Occaſion to addreſs my 1elf ro a Perſon 
of Quality, I was ready to take up the Bottom of 
his Cloak, Gown or Robe, and to Kiſs it in Token of 
Reverence, as the Cuſtom is in the Eaſt, when we 
ſalute the Grandees. Nay ſometimes I could not 
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8 forbear falling on my Knee, or proſtrate on the 
al Ground before Cardinal Richlieu, and thoſe of his 
h High Dignity, All which, nevertheleſs, paſſed on- 
8 ly for Clowni ſnneſs, and want of Courtly ducation, 


6 which teaches the Nice Pun@ilio's of Addreſs, 
They took me for a Kind of Moldavian Ruſtick, 
VVV 1 8 323 5 without 
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without any farther. ſealouſie. Or perhaps, they 
ſmil'd at all this as ſome Singular Caprice or Hu- 
mour, like that.of the Philoſopher Paſicles, who 
coming to ſalute a Great Captain, and the Ceremony 
of thoſe Times requiring him to touch the Captain's 
Knee, he laid his Hand on his Genitals. At which 
the Captain being affronted, and thruſting his Hand 


away with Scornful Words ; What / ſays the Philo- 
ſopher, does not that Part belong to you, as well as your 


Knees ? It often diverts my Melancholy, to conſi- 
der. how many Errors of this Kind J have commit- 


ted, not through Ignorance, or any Cynical Hu- 


mour, but only in pure Overſight, and Forgerful- 
It was a long Time ere I could frame my Fingers 
to handle a Knife and Fh at Meals, as is the Uni- 
verſal Cuſtom in theſe Weſtern Parts; Whereas thou 


knoweſt, we make uſe of no other Inſlruments in 


Eating, but our Fingers and Teeth, Whence it was, 
that I could not ſometimes forbear thruſting my Hand 
into a whole Diſh of Meat; which is counted a 
great Indecency in Fance. And after I was recon- 
ciled to thoſe Nicer Inſtruments of Voluptuouſneſs, 


ſo as to Carve my Meat a Ia Mode; yet when once I 


had it on my own Plate, I laid aſide thoſe Tools as 
Uſeleſs, and tore it aſunder wich my Fingers and 


| Teeth, feeding 4 14 Turceſque, as the French call it; 


that is, like a Muſſulman, „ 5 
Nevertheleſs, no Body ſuſpected me; but all 
theſe Miſcarriages paſs d for Moldavian Bai bariſims, 

1555 of that my ſuppoſed Country, 
I tell thee, that th» the Manner of Eating among 
the French, ſeem to have ſomething more of Neat- 
neſs and Delicacy in it; yet it appears full of S ftneſs 


and Luxury, and I cannot in Reaſon prefer it ro the 
more Natural and Simple Method of Diet, us'd in 


the Eaſt. Neither wou'd the Fans themſelves 
condemn us for Salvages in this Point, as they com- 
| e e 
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monly do, did they but confider, that this Negli- 
gence very well becomes Men of the Sword; and 
that in their Campagnes, their own Generals are ambi- 
tious to appear Careleſs in every Thing relating to 
. 5 
Doubtleſs, the Ancient Romans, who brought the 
Greateſt Part of the World under their Power, 
ſhunn'd all Fineneſſes in Diet and Apparel, till ſuch 
Time as their Manners were debauched, and their 


. Empire in its Decline. Our Annals record, That 


when Sultan Selim lay down with his Army before 
a certain Place, and the Governour of the Town ſent. 
Commiſſimers to treat with him about a Surrender; 
they found him at Dinner, which conſiſted only of 


Two or Three Onions, a little Salt and Bread. 


Hiſtories alſo relate of the Faithful Omar, Suc- 


ceſſor of the Prophet, That when he was with his 


Army not far from Jeriſalem, the Nazarene Prince 
who govern'd that City, ſent a S into the Hoſt of 
the Myſſulmans, to obſerve their Diſcipline, and 
bring him a Lively Character of their General, The 


"Spy went according to his Maſter's Order. And 
having rarried ſome Time in the Arabian Camp, 
returned again, and thus ſpoke to the Governor, 


lt will be Needleſsto recount every Thing Iob- 
* fſerved among theſe Souldiers; ſince by what 1 
e ſhall ſay of their Leader, thou mayeſt compre- 
„hend rhe Manners of them all: For they obey. 
“ him, and follow his Example in every Thing, 
* with Exqui ſite Silence and Modeſty, I ſaw Omar 
their Prince, at the Head of his Army, fitting 
* on a Camel, his Face Taivny and Scorch'd by the 
Sun, in a Vet of Perſian Cotton, girded abour 
wich a Belt of Leather, at which hung a Cyme- 
tar and Dagger, with a K napſack tied behind him 
like the Meaneſt Souldier, I ſaw him take our 
from thence hard Cruſts of Bread, ſhaking off the 
« Husks of Millet which ſtuck to them; and ſaying, 
oh „„ 
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© In the Name of God, he Eat heartily of the ſame. 
© Then he drank Water out of a Leathern Bottle 
hanging by his Side; And when he had done, he 
e. Praiſe be to Cod. All his Army made their 
< Repaſt at the ſame Time, and in the fame Man- 
e ner with Admirable Temperance, and ſuch an 
Order and Modeſty, as I never ſaw before, nither 
« can I expreſs. | 

When the Prince heard this, he ſtood ſtill a Con- 
fiderable Time, muſing as one Aſtoniſhed. Then 
turning to the Seniors and Chief of the People who 


were preſent, he ſaid, © It is Neceſſary that we ſur⸗⸗ 


render our City to theſe People; for they have 
* the Smiles of Heaven. Their Prophet and their 
Law, oblige em to Temperance, Frugality, Obe- 
© dience and a Modeſt Deportment. Theſe Virtues 
<< are certain Steps to Victory and Empire. Beſides, 
L have received a Tradition from my Anceſtors, 
That a People ſhall come out of Arabia, with a 
New Law and Religion, which ſhallaboliſh all that 
« went before it. They ſhall ſubdue Paleſtine and 
Egypt, and ſhall build Moſques, wherein their Pray- 
_ © ers ſhall ſound like the Humming of Bees, Their 
Empire ſhall extend from Eaſt to Weſt, and ro the 
« Extremities of the Earth. This is what I have 
learned from my Fore-Fathers, and which I believe 
is now coming to paſs. Therefore it will be in 
* vain to refiſt theſe Men; for they are Invincible 
„ by a Decree from Above. - ; 

Thoſe that were about him, did not approve the 
Counſel of this Wiſe Nazarene, However, he ſent 
to Omar, and obtained Favour for himſelf and his 
Family. on. | 


Thou wilt fay, Tm got wide of the Mark of my 
Firſt Diſcourſe, which related to my felt, and not 
to any of the Primitive Cailiphs : Bur tis impoſſible 
to reſtrain our Thoughts from roving. Some ſay, 

they hang together like the Links of a Chain; = 
Pan bigs Wh a mn 
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that one Idea being faſtened to another in our Memos | 
ry, we muſter them in Rank and File, according 
to their. proper Order, when we think, or make 
Reflections. God knows how *tis. This I'm ſure of, 
That when I write ro my Friends, 1 ſtudy not to 
make an Elaborate Speech ont, as if I were penning 
an Oration; but purſuing my Firſt Intention at Ran- 
dom, I run on, letting one Thought and Word beger 
—. EN ITE. | I 
But I was telling thee how great a Bungler I was 
at Firſt in all the Ceremonies and Manners of the 
Franks, which differ from thoſe of the Eaſt. 
was much to ſeek in my Addreſs, as an A{s would be 
to play on a Lute, according to the Roman Proverb : 
Yet Time and Practice render'd all theſe Things 
Familiar and Eafie. Now, methinks, I'm a thorow+ 
ac'd Nazarene as to my Exteriour. I go to the 
Court, and the Temples with as much ſeeming For- 
mality as the Chriſtians, whilſt God knows, my 
Heart is ſomewhere elſe. All my Actions are out 
of their Natural Byaſs, ſo long as I am Abſent from 
the-Society of True Beljevera. of in 
In a word, I'm forc'd to imitate the Fox, which 
Creature, when it tis environ'd with Huntſmen and 
Dogs, counterfeits a Barking like the Latter, and ſo 
paſſes undifcover'd for one of their Company. 


Paris, 3d. of the rh Moon 
fe Fear 1650. 
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me like my Shadow. Neither Coach nor Boar, Land 
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Jo the Reis Effendi, or Principal Secre- 
+ rary ef the Ottoman Empire. 


0 Am at this Time poſſeſs d with more Appre- 
henſions and Jealouſies, than an Old Infidel 


Uſurer. My Lodging affects me with greater Me- 


Hncholy, than would a Priſon. And my Uneaſineſs 


is the ſame when 1 15 out of Doors. Every 
Too 


Body that meets me, looks either as my Accuſer 


vr my Judge: And ſome appear as terrible as Exe- 


cutioners.” By Day, my Imagination torments me 
like a Fury; and by Night, I am affrighted with 


Melancholy Viſonc. I dream of nothing but Racks, 


Wheels, Saws, Gibbets, and ſuch like Inſtruments 


of Humane Cruelty. Or that I am in ſome dark 


Pungeon, condemn'd to more Unſufferable Tor- 
tures, by Order of the State; with Cardinal Ma- 
za ini, ſitting by me like a Spaniſh Inquiſitor, and 


in tlie moſt Tyrannical Manner threatning me 


with Pains, to which the Dann'd themſelves are 


wholly Strangers, if I will not confeſs what Jam, 


and reveal the Secrets with which J am entruſted. 
The Occaſion of theſe Terrors which haraſs me 
Night and Day, is this: I have for Four or Five 


Days together, found my ſelf dogg'd up and 


down Paris, by a Man whoſe Face I never faw 
before in my Life, Ler me go where I will, he's 
always ſome Diſtance from me. If I ſtand ſtill, fo 
does he: Or if I turn back he's quickly at my 
Heels. I have endeavour'd by all the Prudent Me- 


| theds I could take to drop him in the Crow'd of 


People, or in the Churches: But all in vain ; for 
ſtill I encounter with the ſame Face. He purſues 


Ol 
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or Water, Houſe or Alley, can reſcue me from the 
Fellow's Eyes, who is more quick-ſighted than 
Argus, and nimbler than Mercury, He1s very Cun- 
ning alſo in this Buſineſs, and as dexterous as a 
Jugler, conveying himſelf when he pleaſes out of 
my Sight; yer preſently after, he's in View again, 
And if I chance to loſe him in the Dark, I am 


fare to find him not far from my Lodging. next 


Morning. | : | 
This 1s it which gives me ſo much Diſturbance, 
and pierces me with a Thouſand Anxieties, For I 


know not what to conjecture of this Fellow's De- 
= fign. Sometimes I think he is employed by Cardinal 


Mazarini to watch my Motions, obſerve what 
Houſes and Company I frequent, and trace me in 


all my Appointments. And I am the more con- 


neſs. 


firm'd in this Suſpicion, when J reflect on my for- 
mer Impri ſonment in this City, and the Occaſion 
of it, Beſides, when I went Yeſterday to fee Elia- 

chim the Few, this Spark followed me near to the 
Door: And tho T'tarried there Two full Hours, 
yet when TI came out, I had not walked a Hun- 


| dred Places, before I ſaw him again, footing it 


after me in a Careleſs manner, with his Arms fold- 
ed, and his Eyes fix d on the Ground, as if he 


knew Nothing of the Matter. Theſe are convin- 


cing Circumſtances, that he is ſet at Work by the 
Cardinal, or ſome” Body elfe, to diſcover my Buſi- 


But when on the other Side, I conſider, that if 
the Cardinal ſuſpected me, he might go a nearer 


Way to Work, and ſeize me in my Chamber, 


where my Letters would betray me; this Thought 
vaniſhes, and I am at a Loſs what to think. 
Then comes into my Mind the encounter I had 


once with my Sicilian Maſter, who ſtrove to ſet 


the Rabble upon me in the Streets of Paris, but. 


my better Sars deliyered me out of his and their: 


— 1 Hands, 
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Hands, whilſt, for ought I know, he drew upon 
himſelf the Miſchief he defign'd for me. How- 
ever, when I reflect on that Paſſage, I am apt to 
think he may be now in Paris, and having by fome 
Accident ſeen me go in or out at my Lodging, 
contrives how to revenge himſelf on me, and 
ufes this Fellow's Aſſiſtance in compaſſing his 
Ends. Perhaps, think I, he will cauſe me to be 
ftabb'd or piſtoll'd at ſome convenient Seaſon ; 
Or he will find out ſome other Way, leſs noiſie 


and more malicious to diſparch me. It may be 


he ſeeks to entrap me, and render me Obnoxious 
to the State. I have a thouſand Imaginations a- 

bout it, and know not what to conclude. I value 
not my ſelf, nor am I careful ro prolong a Miſer- 
able Life for my own Sake. All that I can hope 
to enjoy in this World, would come far ſhort of 


zxempting me to skreen my ſelf from the Stroak 
of Death, by any Action Unworthy of a Philoſopher, 


and a Man. But the Duty and Affection I owe 
to the Grand Signior's Service makes me willing to 
live, till I have acquitted my felt of my Province 
with perfect Succeſs, that ſo I may return to Con- 
tant inople with Honour. And then I care not how 
{ſoon I poſt to that Unknown World, where all the 
Generations of Mortals take up their Eternal Reſt : 
For in this there's Nothing but Labour and Grief. 

In the mean Time, I know not what Conduct 
to uſe in this Emergency; Whether Id beſt to 


{peak to this Fellow, or diſſemble my Suſpicion; ; 


Whether it will be ſafe to truſt this Event to the 
General Providence, or to facrifice him that gives 
me ſo much Diſquiet, and ſo ſecure my Peace. 
J could eafily have him diſpatch'd without any 
tarther Noiſe. Bur then my Conſcience would 
trouble me with after-Claps, left I ſhould have 
Murther'd a Man without Reaſon, which is ex- 


xiefly fort id by the 4/swran, Beſides, I ſhould 
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always ſtand in Fear of ſome Diſcovery, I proteſt, 


I am at a Lofs for want of Ample Inſtructions in 
ſuch Caſes as theſe. And I am weary of mention- 
ing what I have ſo often intimated already to the 
Miniſters of the Port, without any Direct Anſwer. . 
However, I will do what my Reaſon ſuggeſts, and 
leave the Event to Deſtiny. | . 

Happy Miniſter, the Affairs of this World are 
full of dark Windings and Meanders; and we have 
all need of a Guide or a Cle to conduct us thro? 
em. May that Ommipreſent aſſiſt us, when ever we 
are catch'd in a Knor, or loſt in a Labyrinth of 
F SR op 
Paris, 34 of the Yb Moon, 

| rhe Tear 1659. 
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To Abdel Melec Muli Omar, Preſident | 
of the College of Sciences at Fez. 


"THY Venerable Diſpatch I received with Kiſſes 


Eye-lids with the Paper of High Eſteem, and as 
oft I laid it ro my Breaſt, I broke up the Seals 
with Modeſty and Reverence, and my Greedy Eyes 
devour'd the Lines of Profound Wiſdom; the Sen- 


Fences and Aphoriſms worthy to be written in Let- 
ters of Gold, Then 'twas I bleſs'd the Hour of my 


Nativity, and the more Happy Moment wherein F 
Firſt had the Honour of thy Familiarity and Friend-- 


| ſhip: O thou ſincere and Eximious Patron of 


ſuch as love the Sciences Renowned” for thy 


— —ñ———ä — — 


Learning and Probity of Manners ! Prince of the 


Bc lee 
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1 and Doctors I Crown of the Sage Aſſembly 
of Philoſophers / Oracle of the Age. 5 
Glory be to God, who has neither Beginning nor 
End! Who alone poſſeſſes the Infinite Expanſe 
and Life Eternal; Who is Ador'd by the Inhabi- 
tants of Heaven, of Earth, and of Hell. Benedicti- 
ons on Michael, Gabriel, Tſraphiel, Ithuriel, Teremiel, 
Haſmariel, and on all the Happy Miniters of his 
Divine Majeſty; as alſo on the Angel of Death. Peace 
to the Due Believers on Earth, and Salvation to 
the Devils and Damn d, after they have accom- 
pliſh'd their Penance in Hell, and the Term of Wrath. 
ſhall be Expir'd. „ ae 
An Univerſal Charity dilates my Heart; I em- 
brace with Love all the Creatures of God. This 
is owing to the Seaſonable Arrival of thy Letter: 
For at the Moment when that came, I was plung d 
in ſo deep a Melancholy, that I could hardly afford 
a Kind Thought for any Thing on Earth, and I 
perfectly hated my ſelf. I have theſe Fits of Sad- 
neſs often, it being an Effect of my Conſtitution. 
At thoſe Seaſons Life appears an Inſupportable 
Bu then, and all the Buſtle and Noiſe of Morrals 
a Vain Fatigue. My Senſes, which at other Times 
adminiſter Delight and Pleaſure, are now the In- 
ſtruments of Anguiſh and Pain. Every Thing I 
fee and hear, diſguſts me. I abhor my neceflary 
Food. | Neither can the Sweeteſt Odors, or ſofteſt 
Strains of Muſick bring me into a better Temper ; 
Till Sleep: Eclipſes the Light of my buſie Imagi- 
nation, and puts out every glaring Thought. 
Then my Soul takes her Repoſe: And ſtealing 
from my Body, enters into the Shady Vale of 
Viſions, and ſports with Innocent Ideas. Thus ha- 
ving diverted my ſelf - with junibling Monſtrous 
E fences together, and hurling one Chimera, at ano- 
tber, I return again to my Boay, and Sighing awake, 
- £priev'd that I could not longer ſtay in that Mock 
hs „ „„ orld, 
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© World, where I cou' d have wiſh'd my Reſidence for 
Ever, rather than in this, which gives me fo 
much Real Pain. Thus is my Anguiſh renew'd 
with the Morning. Light is more Irkſom to me 
chan Darkneſs, and the Day which brings Joy to 
other Mortals is more terrible to me than Night, 
and the Shadow of Death. TD 

I complain to the Elements, but they will nor 
hear or regard me. All Nature feems to laugh at 
my Affliction, and the Beaſts of the Field triumph 
o'er me. As for Men, here are none but Infidels, 
my profeſs d Eenemies, to whom I can vent my 
Sorrows : And I'm aſham'd to make a Woman my 
Confeſſor, though *rwere my own Mother, who lives 
in Pars, and daily fees me. | 85 


If in this dolorous Condition I prepare my ſelf 
= with the accuſtom'd Purifications of the Law, and 
= addreſſes to the Omnipotent , I know not where 


to find him: His Eſſence is Unſearchable, and flies 
from Human Thought. I call him aloud by his 
2 Ninety Nine Adorable Names, bur receive no An- 
* dſwer. I repeat his Incomprehenſible Attributes, 
but all to no Purpoſe. In a Word, I fay and do 
all that the Law enjoyns, the Prophet counfels, 
* Holy Perſons recommend, or my own Reaſon ſug- 
= geſts, as a proper Means to obtain the Favour of 
* Heaven, and a Redreſs of my Calamity : But find 
no Comfort. And, for ought J know, that Spa- 
niard might as ſoon be heard, who being ignorant 
what Form of Prayer to uſe, rehears'd the Four and 
Twenty Letters of the Alphabet, deſiring God to 
form ſuch Words our of em, as beſt expreſsd 
the Petitioner's Neceſſities. GE) „ 
I tell thee, Vluſtrious Prelate, after Pm tyr'd 
with Vocal Devotions, I have Recourſe to Con- 
templation I examine my Paſt Life, and find that 
I my felt am the Source of my own Melancholy, 
in not ſtrictly obeying the Law of the Prophet, 


the 
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the Precepts of the Seniors, and the Dictates of my 
Conſcience : And all rhis, for the Sake of Loyalty 
to the Grand Signior, and in Confidence of the 
Muft is Diſpenſation. Now I ask of thee, Whether 
it be Lawful to commit a Thouſand Vices, that 
I may only acquit my ſelf fairly in one Virtue ? 
Or, to think, that in ſuch Cafes, the Mufti has 
Power to diſannul the Exprefs, Poſitive Injun@ions 
of our Holy Lawgrver ? Is the Empire of the Faith- 
ful to be ſerv'd by the Infidelity and Prophane- 
neſs of Muſſulmans ? Or the Truth to be ſupported 
by Lyes and Perjuries? „ „„ 
I T tremble to think what a Confuſion I ſhall be 
in, when the Prophet ſhall reproach me, That! 
have preferr'd the Favour of Men, to the Smiles 
of Heaven. I know not what to do. Oh, that! 
were in the Parching Deſarts of Lybia, or any the ME 
moſt Unfrequented Solitude of Fgypt. A Com- 
panion of Dragons, and other Horrid Monſters of 7 
Africk 7 rather than in this Station, which renders. 
my Life a Hell upon Earth, and torments me 
with Half the Diſquiets of the Damm 4. 
But if this appears too Extravagant and Deſ- 
perate a Thought, let me ar leaſt wiſh my ſelf 
at Fez, the meaneſt of thy Slaves, or of thy In- 
comparable Muſu 4bul Tahyan, of whom thy laſt 
Letter gave ſo high a Character. I have addreſs d 
a Diſpatch to him, hoping tor the Honour of his 
Friendſhip and Correſpondencde. 
Let not the Liberty Fve taken to tell thee of 
my Sadneſs, diſcourage rhee from writing : But 
reſt aſſur d, that whenever thou ſhalt vouchſafe me 
a Letter, though I were in the Agonies of Death, 
twould call me back again. Es 
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To the Kaimacham. 


-Heſe Nazarenes are very Fertile in New Reli- 
| gions. Europe is a Wilderneſs over-run with 
Monſtrous Se&#s and Hereſies, Every Age produces 
freſh Pretenders to Prophecy and Divine Revelation. 
Errour is Prolifick and multiplies Infinitely, whilſt 
Truth remains the fame for Ever, and is compre-- 
hended in a few Rules, „ 

Of late Years there are a Sort of People ſprung 
up in England, Holland, Germany, and other Parts 
of the North, boaſting of a New Commiſſion given 
them from Heaven, to Preach the Everlaſting 
Truth, reform the Errours and Vices of Mankind, 
and lead People the only Infallible Way to Hap- 
pineſs. Their Addreſs is Plain and Simple, Bold 
and Uniform, uſing no other Ceremonies or Com- 
pliments in their Diſcourſe or Carriage to Perſons 
of the Greateſt Quality, than to the V ulgar, and 
thoſe of the moſt Inferiour Rank. . 
They ſtile themſelves, The True Seed, the Off- 
ſpring of Jacob, Jews of the Promiſe, Hraelites 
without Fraud, with ſuch like vain Titles; but by 
others they are generally calf'd Quakers. _ 5 
They ay the Ring-Leader of this People, pro- 
feſſes himſelf to be the Meſſrs, being in all Parts 
of his Body and Features of his Face like J7eſus 
the Son of Mary : Or ar leaſt cis obſervd, That 
he exactly reſembles that Pourtraiture of him which 

Publius Lentulus ſent to the Senate of Rome out 
of Judea, when he was Governour of that Province, 
Hence his Followers ſcruple not to call him 7eſus, 

Fhe Beauty of Ten Fhouſand, The only begotten Son 
A Cod, The Prophet who is to. Seal up all Things, 


— 
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the Pince of Peace, King of Iſrael, Judge, Conſolation | 
and Hoe of FR Word, © oo | 
When he travels, his Diſciples attend him bare- 
headed (which, thou knoweſt, is a Token of Reve- 
rence among the Franks ) yet they never uncover to 
any other Mortal. He rides on Horſeback, whilſt 
they walk on Foot betore, behind, and on each Side 
of him, ſpreading their. Garments in the Way 
through which he paſſes. The Hoofs of his Beaſt 
tread only on Silks or other Coſtly Stuffs. And as 
they enterintoany Town or City, they Chaunt aloud 
his Praiſes, proclaiming him the Son of David, and 
Heir of the Divine Promiſes. _ = 
All his Followers pretend to be Prophets, hoaſting 
of ſtrange Illuminations and Raptures, foretelling 
Things to come, and reproaching the Vices of Go- 
wernours and the Greateſt Princes, with a Boldneſs 
which has but few Precedents. In a word, they 
every where preach, That God is laying the Founda- 
tion of a New Monarchy, which ſhall deſtroy all the 
we in the World, and fhall never have an-End it 
This gives a Jealouſie tothe Sates where they live, 
and therefore they are preſecuted in all Places, 
Yet they appear very conſtant in their Sufferings, 
and tenacious of the Doctrines they preach. | 
They ſeem, in my Opinion, to reſemble one 1. 
our Muſſulmans Seets, who aſſert, That Feſus the 
Son of Mary ſhall return again upon Earth: That 
he ſhall Marry and beget Children, be Anointed. 
King of the Nations who believe in One God, and in 
this Glorious State ſhall reign. Forty Years, After 
which he ſhall ſubdue. Antichriſt, and then ſhall 
follow the Diſſolution of all Things. Yer the Ortho- 
dox Believers reject this Tenet as Fabulous. Neither 
is there any Countenance given to it in chat Verſicle 
of the Alcorun, - where it is ſaid, Thoy Mahomet ſhalt 
ſe thy Lord return in the Clouds: Since that * 


vol. VI. 2 Spy at PARIS 17 
y intimates the Glorious Deſcent which Moſes, Jeſus 
and Mahomet ſhall make from Paradiſe, with Enoch, 
Elias, and the One Hundred Twenty Four Thouſand 
. Prophets, to aſſemble the Ele at the Day of Fudg- 
ment. | | . 

If thou would'ſt have my Opinion of theſe New 
Religioniſts in Europe, and their Leader; I take him 
to be an Impoſtor, and his Followers to be either 
Fools or Mad - Men. Even juſt ſuch another Crew, 
as thoſe who followed Moſeileima, in the Days of our 
+ Holy Law-Giver, This was an Arabian Impoſtor, who 
EZ pretended to ſet up for a Prophet, and attempted to 

= compoſe a Boob like the Alcoran, But he was Infa- 
tuated with a Vain Arrogance, and there was no 
Truth or Elegance in his Writings, no Juſtice on his 
Side, nor Underſtanding in him or. his Party. To 
be ſhorr, both he and they were all cur to pieces in 
the Vale of Abreb, by the Troops of Abu-Bacroſſadic, 
the Firſt Cailiph. 5 
4 s to theſe Modern Seducers, they are not Men of 
Arms, but a Herd of Silly, Inſignificant People, aim- 
ing rather to heap up Riches in Obſcurity, than to 
acquire a Fame by any Heroick Undertaking, They 
are Generally Merchants or Mechanicks, and are ob- 
ſerv'd to be very Punctual in their Dealings, Men of 
tew Words in a Bargain, Modeſt and Compos'd in 
their Deportmenr, Temperate in their Lives, and 
uſing great Frugality in all things. In a word, they 
are ſingularly Induſtrious, ſparing no Labour or Pains 
to encreaſe their Wealth; and ſo Subtle and Inven- 
tive, that they wou'd if poſſible, extract Gold out 
of Aſhes. I know. none that excel them in theſe 
Characters, but the Fews and the Banians, The 
Former being the Craftieſt of all Men, and the Lat- 
ter ſo fuperlatively Cunning, chat they will over⸗ 
reach the Devil. f FFC 5 
But theſe are no Signs of a Pure Religion; For 
that only preſcribes the Methods of withdrawing 
_ and 
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and ſeparating the Soul from the Contagion of Earth- | 

ly Things, and of uniting it to the Deity, which 
18 its Sourſe, 5 5 : 
Illuſtrious Kaimachom, I bid thee Adieu, pray- 
ing that thou and I may at laſt meet in that Center 
of all Things, after our Various Epicycles and Ex- 
curſions in this Lower Word, = 3h 


Paris, 15" of the 110 Moon, 
of the Tear 1659. 
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LETTER V. 
To the Same. 


12 a Diſpatch ſome Moons paſt to the Cadileſ. 
quer of Romeli, Guardian of the Imperial Canons, 
Interpreter of the Laws of Equity; wherein Iinform'd | 
him of the Advances that where made in order to a 
Peace between France and Spain. Now I can aſſure 
thee, that Peace is concluded, and the Articles Sign'd 
on both Sides by the Two Plenipotentiaries. 
I need not repeat what I particularly related to 
that Grandee. My Leters are all publiſh'd in the Di- 
van, and Regiſter d. Yet it will not be un welcome 
perhaps to thee, to hear with what Niceneſs of 
Pun#ilin, theſe Infidel Miniſters met to accompliſh 
an Affair, whereon depends the Intereſt and Honour 
of their Reſpective Maſters, the Happineſs of the 
105 Kingdoms, and the General Byaſs of all the 

by | „ 

There is a little Iſland form'd by the River Bi- 
daſſoa, call'd the Iſle of Pheaſants, through the Mid- 
dle of which, a Line is drawn which exactly ſepa- 
rates the Territories of both Monarchs. This Place 
was agreed on for che Interview of the Two Mt- 
niſters. Each had his Bridge to enter the 1 
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dhat part which belong d to his Maſter. And over 
the Line of Separation was erected a large Divan or 
Council-Room, to be enter d only by Two Private 
Doors, one out of Cardinal Mazarini's Lodgings, 
7 raigdon the French Side of the Council-Room, the o- 
ther out of Don Louis D' Aro's Apartment, built on 
the Spaniſh Side. | | | 
Each of theſe Miniſters was accompany'd by ſeve- 
ral Princes and Grandees of the Court, and above 
Sixty other Perſons of Quality, with a Guard of 
Four Hundred Horſe and Foot, to ſecure their 
Bridges, and the Place of Conference. In a word, 
Things were manag'd with ſo much Moderation 
and good Succeſs, that the Mareſchal de Gramont was 
ſent Embaſſador Extraordinaryinto Spain, and receiv'd 
at thar Court with Infinite Civilities and Honour, 

The Subject of his Negotiation, was to treat of a 
Match between the King his Maſter, and the Infants 
of Spain. His Condu and Addreſs were ſuch, as 
= foon procur'd the Catholick King's Conſent: And 

from that Time the Marſhal approach'd the Infants 
= with more than ordinary Submiſſions, eſteeming 
her now as the Queen of France. Soon after this, 
the Nuptial Contra, and the Peace were mutually 
Sign'd, to the Immenſe Joy of the Subjects of bot 
Sides, who were very glad to exchange the Toilsand 
Calamities of War, for the Sweets and Profit of 
Na., 1s | „%% if 
It will be needleſs to infert here all the Articles 
on which they agreed, Two will be worth the 
Knowledge of the Supreme Divan. And thoſe are, 
the Releaſe of Charles Duke of Lorrain, on the 
_ Spaniſh King's Side; And on the Part of the King 
of France, the Reſtauration of che Prince of Conde to 
the Free Poſſeſſion and Enjoyment of all his Eſtates, 
Honours, Dignities and Privileges, as the Fit Prince 
of the Royal Blood, with the Government of the Pro- 
vinces of Bourgojgne and Breſſũſme. 
| - A little 
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A little before theſe Articles were Sign'd, the 
Young Prince of Spain dy'd ſuddenly, not having 
feen Twelve Moons, I mention d the Birth of this 
Royal Infant in One of my Letters, and the Extraor- 
dinary Solemnities that were madethereupon by the 
King of Spain, and his Embaſſadors at Foreign Courts. 
Theſe Infidels appear in all things too paſſionately 
affected with the Glories of our Mortal State, which 
at the Height are but Tranſient Shadows, or ſome- 
thing leſs Conſiderable. | 5 
I m amaz'd at the bold Rebellion of the Baſſa of 
Aleppo, and that he ſhou'd endeavour to cheat the 
Empire with ſo ſtale an Impoſture, as a Sham-Son of 
Amurat. Yet it ſeems he made a Conſiderable Pro- 
greſs under this Pretence. Some were glad of No- 
velty, others were frightned out of their Allegiance: 
Whilſt only a few ſerv'd his Intereſt in pure Di- 
content and Hopes to amend their Fortune. The 
Country People are generally oppreſs d by their Co- 
vernours, and tis no Wonder if they take up Arms for 
one that promiſes to deliver em from their Calami- 
ties. This is the Uſual Pretext of all Innovations in 
the State. The Soldiers alſo are defrauded of their 
due Pay; and then they're ready to Fight under the 
next General that brings moſt Money with him. 
Neither are there wanting Malecontents among the 
Grandees at ſuch Times, to foment and abett an In- 
ſurrection, 5 33 „ 
All theſe Events proceed from the Ill Conduct of 
the Supreme Miniſters, who alone are Reſponſible 
for the Miſcarriages of the State, 
IIluſtrious Kaimacham, the Frame of the Ottoman 
Government is out of Order; I wiſh Fate does not 
pull it in Pieces, as a Neceſſary Step to its Amend- 


: ment. Adieu. 
| Paris, 2d. of the laſt Moon, 


& of the Tear 1659. | 
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= To Hamet Reis Effendi, Principal Se- 
5 cretary of the Ottoman Empire. 


{ T Wiſh thee all Imaginable Joyol thy New Dignity ; 
| 1 yet queſtion, whether thou or thy Predeceſſor be 
the Happier Man. Tis a vaſt Honour indeed, and 
attended with Immenſe Profit, to ſerve in this Station 
the moſt High, moſt Potent and moſt Invincible Mo- 
narch on Earth. But at the fame Time, there's In- 
finite Toil and Fatigue in it, with Abundance of 
= Perils. From all which the Fortunate Muzlu is 
no deliver'd, and they are become thy Portion. 
2s for him, I cannot but eſteem him Happy, in 
that he has got Permiſſion to retire to his Country- 
Seat, out of the Crowd and Noiſe of the City, and 
from the Stifling Buſineſſes of State, which choak 
the more Innocent and Natural Delights of the Soul. 
Now he is fully reſtor'd to the Elements, and to him- 
ſelf; whereas before, che perpetual Hurry of the 
Court, made him in Part à ſtranger to Both: For 
there a Man inſenſibly loſes Acquaintance with his 
own moſt Intimate Affections: His Spirit is aliena- 
ted amidſt the Multiplicity of his Concerns; tis 
ſtrerch'd on the Rack of Ten Thouſand Cares and 
Inquietudes; tis divided, ſhatter'd and rent in 
A VVV 
Beſides, were he as free from theſe diſtracting 
Thoughts as a Santone; yet the very Neceſſity of 
living always in a City, was enough to render him 
Miſerable. For I eſteem ſuch a Confinement, no 
better than a Priſon at Large; and not far from be- 
ene, t cob dep. 
_ Tis true, Conſtantinople has the Advantage of all. 
the Cities in the World, fo xthe Delightfulneſs of 
FOES | | "> 5, <0 
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A little before theſe Articles were Sign'd, the 
Young Prince of Spain dy'd ſuddenly, not having 
| ſeen Twelve Moons, I mention'd the Birth of this 
"Royal Infant in one of my Letters, and the Extraor- 
dinary Solemnities that were made thereupon by the 
King of Spain, and his Embaſſadors at Foreign Courts. 
Theſe Infidels appear in all things too paſſionately 
affected with the Glories of our Mortal State, which 
at the Height are but Tranſient Shadows, or ſome- 
thing leſs Conſiderable. e 5 
I'm amaz'd at the bold Rebellion of the Baſſa of 
Aleppo, and that he ſhou'd endeavour to cheat the 
Empire with ſo ſtale an Impoſture, as a Sham- Son of 
Amurat. Yet it ſeems he made a Conſiderable Pro- 
greſs under this Pretence. Some were glad of No- 
velty, others were frightned out of their Allegiance: 
Whilſt only a few ſerv'd his Intereſt in pure Dif- 
content and Hopes to amend their Fortune, The MR 
Country People are generally oppreſs d by their Co- 
wernours, and *tis no Wonder if they take up Arms for 
one that promiſes to deliver em from their Calami- 
ties. This is the Uſual Pretext of all Innovations in 
the State. The Soldiers alſo are defrauded of their 
due Pay; and then they're ready to Fight under the 
next General that brings moſt Money with him. 
Neither are there wanting Malecontents among the 
Grandees at ſuch Times, to foment and abett an In- 
ſurrection, V 
All theſe Events proceed from the Ill Conduct of 
the Supreme Miniſters, who alone are Reſponſible 
for the Miſcarriages of the State. . 
Illuſtrious Kaimacharn, the Frame of the Ottoman 
Government is out of Order; I wiſh Fate does not 
| pull ir in Pieces, as a Neceſſary Step to its Amend- 
1 ment. Adieu. he i io ns WR i ne. 
| Paris, 2d. of the laſt Moon, 
of the 15565 
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LEETER VI. 1 


J Hamet Reis Effendi, Principal Se- 
= cretary of the Ottoman Empire. 


J Wiſh thee all Imaginable Joy thy New Dignity; 
yer queſtion, whether thou or thy Predeceſſor be 
the Happier Man. 'Tis a vaſt Honour indeed, and 
attended with Immenſe Profit, to ſerve in this Station 
the moſt High, moſt Potent and moſt Invincible Mo- 
| narch on Earth. But ar the ſame Time, there's In- 
finite Toil and Fatigue in it, wich Abundance of 
= Perils. From all which the Fortunate Muxlu is 
= now deliverd, and they are become thy Portion. 
2s for him, I cannot but eſteem him Happy, in 
that he has got Permiſſion to retire to his Country- 
Feat, our of the Crowd and Noiſe of the City, and 
from the Stifling Buſineſſes of State, which choak 
the more Innocent and Natural Delights of the Sou. 
Now he is fully reſtor'd to the Elements, and to him- 
ſelf; whereas before, che perpetual Hurry of the 
Court, made him in Part a ſtranger to Both: For 
there a Man inſenſibly loſes Acquaintance with his 
own moſt Intimate Affections: His Spirit is aliena- 
ted amidſt the Multiplicity of his Concerns tis 
ſtrerch'd on the Rack of Ten Thouſand Cares and 
Inquietudes; tis divided, ſhatter'd and rent in 
Fee 5 5 5 
| » Beſides, were he as free from theſe diſtracting 
Thoughts as a Santone; yet the very Neceſſity of 
living always. in a City, was enough to render fon 
Miſerable. For I eſteem ſuch a Confinement, no 
better than a Priſon at Large; and not far from be- 
ing buried Alive. oi TRIES OS 
*Tis true, Conſtantinople has the Advantage of all 
the Cities in the World, fo rthe Delightfulneſs of 
= its 
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its Situation; the Houſes being fo pleaſantly inter- 
 mix'd with fair Gardens, and the Streets refreſh'd 
with cool Breezes from the Sea. 'It looks at a Di- 
ſtance like a Town in a Wood ; or one may term it, 
a Foreſt composd of Minarets and Cypreſſes. The 
Terraſſes afford agreeable Proſpects of the Neigh- 
bouring Fields and Mountains: And 'tis pleaſant to 
ſtand on the Water-Side, and view the Innumera- 
ble Variety of Boats and Veſſels Sailing from one 
Port to another, with all the other Divertiſements 
on the Sea, and the Beautiful Mixture of Palaces and 
Groves, Chioſes and Gardens, Seraglio's and Villa- 
ges which grace the Oppoſite Shore. O Queen of 
Cities, Miſtreſs of Kingdoms, Glory of Nations, Com- 
mundreſ and Sanctuary of the Whole Earth Thrice 
Happy ſhou'd I count my ſelf, if I might have the 
Favour to reſide within thy Venerable Walls, and 
exchange the polluted Society of Infidels, for that of 
Tyue Believers ET 
How often do I langniſh to ſee the Glittering 
Creſcents, the Triumphant Enfigns of the Ottomans, 
on the Tops of the Minarets in the Imperial City ? 
How oft do I wiſh my {elf proſtrate on the Carpets 
of the Sacred Moſques, in the devour Aſſemblies of 
the Faithful, Adoring the Eternal in Perfection of 
Sanctity? Whereas, now I'm forc'd to go into the 
Temples of Idolaters, to kneel and bow down before 
Stocks and Statues, to join ſeemingly with Unbe- | 
lievers, and pray to that which has no Life, nor 
Senſe, nor Power. - : ; 
How do Tenvy the Bleſſed State of the meaneſt 
Artizan in Conſtantinople. who daily teeds on the 
- wholeſome Pillaw of the Eaſt, and drinks the de- 
lectable Sherbets, or Waters tincturd with the Rich 
Fruits of Greece? Whereas, Tam compell'd to eat 
Meats forbidden by our Holy Prophet, and to render 
my Soul Execrable by an Impure and Prophane 
Diet, or I Fe. For, theſe Uncircamcis'd 
75 b „„ are 
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are more Abominable than Ravens and Vultures, to 
whom the moſt filthy Carrion is a Dainty. And to 
cloak their Uncleanneſs they corrupt their own 
Goſpel, and forge a Toleration from the Meſſiu him- 
= (elf. As if that Holy Prophet, who in every the 


3 pe 


leaſt Tittle obey'd the Law of Moſes, and ſer himſelf 


as an Example for his Folſowers to imitate, cou'd 
be guilry of Contradicting thoſe Divine Precepts, and 
running Counter to his own Practice, in recom- 
mending Uncleanneſs and Libertiniſm. No: the 
Admirable Son of Mary, was the moſt Temperate 
and Abftemious Man in the World, and both in his 
Words and Actions preach'd up thoſe Vertues to o- 
thers; having often expreſly declar'd to his Diſciples, 
77 721 came not to aboliſh the Lam, but to refine and 
== perjeca. it. | | 
= b He was Circumcis'd on the Eighth Day after his 
Nativity, according to the Injunction of Hoſes, and 
the conſtant Practice of the Sons of Jrael. In a 
Word, through the whole Courſe of his Life, he 
never deviated from the Traditions of his Fathers, 
the Seniors of the Houſe of Jacob. OTIS 
*Tis true, he frequently argued againſt the many 
Trivial Superſtitions of the Phariſees, who evacuated 
the more Eſſential Points of the Law, by ſuperindu- 
cing a Number of Inſignificant Ceremonies: But he 
never open d his Mouth againſt any Poſitive Precept; 
ſuch as were thoſe which limited the Choice they 
were to make of Meats, diſtinguiſhing the Impure 
from the Clean. Yet the Chriſtians delude them- 
felves with a Falſe Belief, that he gave em a 
Diſpenſation to eat any Thing without Caution or 
R . 


7 
N is. — 


Hence it is, that they defile themſelves with 
Swines-Fleſh and Creeping Things, and Blood is in all 
their Diſhes. They ſcruple not to eat of that which 
died of it ſelf, and banquet as freely with what. 
was knockd down or ſirangl'd, as we wou d ; 
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with the Fleſh of a Beaſt that was kill'd in Pronoun- 
cing the Name of God. The Shambles here afford 
no other Proviſion but ſuch as this; and he that 
will not Eat that which is an Abomination to a Myſ- 
ſulman, muſt be contented with Herbs. This I 
reckon as one of the Greateſt of my Misfortunes, 
and it makes me burn with Deſire to return to Con- 
ſtant inople. | - 5 

Vet, after all, I ſhou'd think my ſelf far more 

Happy, if I might have the Liberty to ſpend the 
Reſt of my Days in my Native Country: So great 
an Admirer Tam of a Rural Life and Solitude. And 
tis for this Reaſon, I count thy Predeceſſor a Happy 

Man, in having the Privilege of a ſweet Retire- 

ment; where he may take Breath from the vain 
Importunity and Buſtle of Mortalss. . 
In the mean Time, there is a Species of Felicity 
in thy Employment : And thou can ſt not be call d 
Miſerable, ſo long as thou acquitteſt thy ſelf fairly, 
and enjoyeſt the Favour of thy Sovereign. 

I perceive by thy Letter, thar thou art curious to 
know the Characters of Foreign States, with the 
various Intereſts of Nazarene Princes; The Intrigues 

of theſe Weſtern Courts; their Overtures of Peace 
and War; And the different Laws, Maxims and 
Cuſtoms by which the People are Govern d. Thy 
Converſation with Embaſſadors at the Port, will fur-. 

niſn thee with Abundance of Uſeful Remarks in this 
Kind: But, ſince thou requireſt me to ſend m 
Obſervations, I will hereafter obey thy Commands 
in Succeſſive Letters. For this is too large a Theme 
F .]}>} -r-m-c—=—muc-c-c...--. 55 
At preſent, thou mayſt receive and Regiſter for 
true News, That the Peace between France and 
Spain has been Sign'd by both Kings, and Solemnly 
publiſh'd throughout their Territories, with Inex- 
preſſible Joy and Magnificence. It is: certain alſo, 
that the King of Sueden is dead, and the Duke of 
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orleance, Uncle to the French King: Which has in 
ſome meaſure quality'd the Mirch of the French on 
this Occaſion. Aſſuredly, Human Affairs are Equal- 
y checquer'd with Good and Evil. Bliſs comes 
ot to us in Pure Unmix'd Streams. Death keeps 
an even Pace, and knocks as boldly at the Gates of 

= Kings, as at the Cottages of the Meaneſt Slaves. 
It is the Part of a Wiſe Man to be always reſign d 
to Heaven, and prepar'd for the worſt Events: As 

for the Beſt, they never come amiſs, cn 
paris, 17*" of the 30 Moon, 
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To Dgnet Oglou 


all 1 converſe with thee, as Horace us'd to do 
0 with his Friends over a Glaſsof Generous Wine? 
let us lay aſide Maſques for a while, and diſcourſe . 
wich open Souls. I believe thou haſt as equal z 
veneration for our Holy Prophet, as I; and haſt been 
Educated in all the Tenderneſſes of Piety, the Nice- 
ties of Divine Love, as our Mollahs are pleas d to call 
git. We have been both of us Careful to riſe before 
the Sun, and ſay our Oraiſons every Morning in a 
Demy- Trance, that is, Half a-fleep and Half a-wake. 
his, no doubt, is a neceſſary Point of Piety. 
And we have been no leſs ſolicitous in obſerving 
the other Four Hours of Prayer, Either of us wou d 
have counted it an Irreligious Negligence, if we had 
ſeen a Piece of Paper on the Ground, and had not 
ſtoop'd to take it up, with Reverence wiping off che 
Dirt, and kiſſing the Tabula Raſa, on which Men 
© uſe ro write the Name of God. As if twere not an 
PW 


Equal Argument of Reſpect, to ſecure from Propha- 
nation, Sticks, Stones, Rags, or any Thing where- 
on *twere poſſible to Engrave or Print the All-Myſte- 
rious Characters; Nay, or the very Sands them- 
ſelves, which as ſome ſay, were the Firſt Books on 
Earth. However, if they were not the Firſt, we 
are ſure that in very Early Ages, Men us d to ſtamp 
their Memoirs, or draw them out in perceptibe 
Figures an the Surface of the Earth: Witneſs the 
Old Ship-wreck'd Philg/apher, who being caſt aſhore Bt 
in an Unknown Land, ſoon trac'd out the Manners ot e 
the People, by certain Mathematical Impreſſions RRC 
which he found in the Sands: For, he concluded 
theſe to be the very Foot- ſteps of Humanity and 
Vertue. But, to return to the Bus'neſs of Religion:. 
Wäe have been Obedient to the Inſtructions of our RF" 
Fathers and Tutors; Tealous in obſerving every 
Punctilio of Traditional Piety. We have Faſted, 
Pray d, Waſhd, and given Alms, at the Appointed BF. 
Seaſons, and in the Manner preſcrib'd by the Law. 
All cheſe, I own, are Commendable Exerciſes. But, . 
methinks, they are not the Solid and Subſtantial! 
Parts of True Religion. I hate Hypocriſie, and the 
devout Wantenneſs of thoſe! who think to mock . 
God with Ceremonies and Empty Forms. It were 
much better to mix with the Idolatrous Rites of 
Bacchus (if they. deſerve chat Eyithet) and rant in B* 
Honour of Eternal Wine, talk Reputed Blaſphemy, |. 
and reform rhe Medel of the Univerſe ; I fay, I'd 
chuſe to do all this, and more, rather than cheat 
my ſelf wich Empty Hopes of gaining Paradiſe, for 
acting to the Lite, the Shams of Pious Mimickry. |; 
I would not have thee think, that what I have W.- 
nov ſaid. proceeds from any Contempt of the Eter- . 
— nor ot. 
By thoſe fair Heavens above, and all the Inmortal |. 
Star gles of the Sky, I ſwear, there's not a Faculty in 
Malanut s Soul, which is not filld with an 
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a and Veneration, which does not burn with Flames 
BR Sacred Love to the Adorable: Fountain of All 
Pings. In a word, I only ſtrive to refcue my 
Friend from the Attempts of Pious Frauds, the Re- 
ions Burleſques of our Mollab's and Mufti? 8. 
Believe, my Dear Dgnet, That there is a God, a 
Firſt Cauſe, a 5 Judge preſiding over the World : 
believe alſo his Prophet, che Holy, the Beloved, 
3homet,; che Minion, as I may ſay, of the Onmips- | 
tent. But, have ſome Faith alſo for the Reſt of his 
Meſſengers and Favourites, Let not Hali be thought 
r wichout ſome Inward: Flarry's of Devotion, He 
as a AMuſſulman, and the Fourth Cailiph, tho” his 
| 1 wers be damn d Heretichs in our Divinity. Had 
icht taken Place, perhaps he had been the Firſt of 
ie Vicars, but his Cauſe was ſuperſeded by his Ab- 
ſence. Let him, and that, reſt till the Final Inquiſiti- 
in: And acknowledge, that 1 have ſaid too little 
for a Schiai, and nor too much for a Sunni. | 
I know no Reaſon alſo, why we ſhou'd not reve- 
ence the Memories of Mercury, Orpheus, Cadmus, 

1 Tf, Fauniss, and the Reſt of the Ancient Sages 2 
Ind Lawgivers, who Inſtructed the Nations of the 
"1 * i Farth in the Myſteries of Religion, taught them to 

A dore One Supreme God, to believe che d 
| i I the Soul, and to practiſe Good Works. 

| Whar, tho the Ceremmies of their Worſhip were 

Wifercoc from ours, and perhaps polluted with an 
able Adoration of Images? What tho' their 


I 
2 


1 


«| Witars reek d with the Blood of flain Beaſts, and 

a metimes ſmoak' d even with Humane Sacrifices? 
2 e T heſe Barbarous Rites were not Inſtituted by the 
er- 5 IF Oracles of Religion, Illuminated Souls, Nuncis's 
rom God ro this Lower World ; But, they were 
5 Bfcerwards ſuper-induc'd through. the Corruption ot 
yon Times, the Avarice of Prieſts, and the Superflition of 
En he People, And' for ought We know, our own- 
mins have not been Impartial in relating the 


1 ruth, N 2 There 
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There is an Innate Envy between People of diff. 
erent Families, and Nations. Both We and our 
Fathers, that deſcend from Abraham by Iſmael, and RR 
the Zews who are his Poſterity by Iſaac, have been 
too favourable to the Offspring of that Beloved of 
God, We generally entertain and cheriſh a Speci- 
fick Pride on the Score of our Iluſtrious Pedigree: © 
Eſpecially the Fews, who will not allow any People 
on Earth to be their Equals, either in Point of Ar- 3 
- Fiquity, the Nobility of their Race, or the Innumera- 
ble Multitude of their Brethren, Whereas they con- | 
ſider not, that they are di ſpers d up and down over | 
the whole Earth, like Sheep without a Shepherd, 
not permitted to poſſeſs a Cubit of Land which! 
they can call their own: Comtemn d, hated, and 
made a Proverbial Scoff among all Nations: Infa . 
mous Vagabonds, Uſurers, Slaves, and Pimps co 
other Men's Pleaſures: Men of no Fame or 
Character: Finally, in their preſent Circumſtan- 
ces, the moſt Spurious and Ignoble of all the Son 
of Adam, except the Kafars of Ethiopia, who feed 
on the Guts and Dung of Beaſts, OE 

Tis true indeed their Anceſtors made a Confide- 
rable Figure in the World in the Days of Solon 
and other Victorious Kings, during their Pofleſſion 

of Paleſtine. And yet in thoſe very Times, they 
were often humbled and led away into Captivity, by 
the more Fortunate Kings of Babylon, Perſia, and 
Aſhria, and afterwards ſubdu'd by the Grecians ; 
till at laſt «they were totally Ruined, their Cities 
laid Waſte, their Temple burnt ro Aſhes, and their 
Country quite diſpeopled by the Romans. 
If we aſcend yet higher to their Celebrated Mi- 
eration out of Egypt, of which their own Aiſtorians 3 

make ſuch a Naite, and tell ſo many Fabulous Won- 7 
ders. We ſhall find a very Mean and Con- 
temptible Character given of em by Egyptian Wri- 7 
ters, and thoſe other Nations, Men of as great 

£16, Authority 


ven to be their Conductor out gf, this Calamity, and 
n Protect them from all their Enemies. Upon 
n which the People not knowing what Courſe to take, 
y == furrendred themſelves wholly to his Diſpoſal,” from 
y EZ which Time he became their Captain and Lawgiver, 
d BY leading them through the Deſarts of Arabia, where 
; they committed great Rapine and Spoil, putting 
5 Man, Woman and Child to the Sword, burning their 
ir Cities, and laying all things deſolate. Dear Dęnet, 
What could be ſaid worſe of a Company of Robbers 
t- and N f/, HT DET RBNES TS! 
"7 Moſes is gone to Paradiſe, and when-T mention 
l his Name, it is with a profound Reverence; for, he 
n- was the Greateſt of the Ancient Prophets, Yer give 
'- 3 me Leaye to have ſome Regard for my own Reaſon... 


Y 


Authority, as 7oſephs, or any other Fewiſh Hiltori- 
an. Manethos, a Prieſtof Egypt, calls em a Crew 
of Leprous and Naſty People, and fays, they were 
== cxpelld the Country by Amenophis then Reigning, 
and driven into Syria; their Captain being Moſes, 
an Egyptian Prieſt. A like Relation we have from 
= Cheremm, an Author of good Credit among the 
Greebs, who tells us, That in the Reign of Ameno- 
phis, Two Hundred and Fifty Thouſand Lepers were 
torcibly baniſh'd out of Ezypt, under the Conduct 
or Tiſithen and Peteſeth (1. e. Moſes and Aaron.) 
And tho' other Writers differ in the Name of the 
Ling then Reigning in Egypt, yet all agree in affer- 
ting the Hralites to be a Naſty Sort of People, ver- 
run with Scabs and Infectious Boils, and that they 


Tacitus a Roman Writer, of Unqueſtionable Autho- 


when he ſaw the Grief and Confuſion of his Bre- 


the Gods or Men of Egypt, but only confide tn him, 


were eſteem'd the Scum and Filth of the Nation. 


| rity; adds, That Moſes, one of the Exil'd" TLepers, 
being a Man of Wir and Reputation among them, 


thren, bid them he of good Cheer. and neither truſt 


and obey Ins Counſel : For that he was ſent from Hea- 
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He was but a Mortal as well as I; and withourdout; 
ll was not exempt from Humane Frailties. He hat 
the Advantage to be Educared in the College of the 
Royal Prieſt at Memphis, which none of his Natin : 
could boaſt of beſides himſelf. Suffer me to tel 
Il | thee my Thoughts frankly, and without Diſguiſe. : 
ill Magick and Aſirology were the only Sciences then in 
Vogue: And he being perfectly versd in all the 
Myſteries and Secrets of Egyptian Wiſdom, cwas no | 
hard Task for him to poſſeſs the Rude and Ignoraut 
Sons of Jacob, with a profcund Attach and Venera-| 
tion for his Perſon: Aud in tliat diſtreſsd Condition, 
to mold their flexible Spirits to what Diſci pline be 
pleas 93 
Suſpe& me not for an Infidel or an Atheiſt, be. 
cauſe 1 diſcourſe with this Freedom. I have heard 
ſome of our Mollahs ſay a great deal more in their 
Private. Converſation. , And tis a fſuperſtirions 
Timeroufneſs, not to be bold in the Exerciſe of cur 
Reaſen, which taught cven the Prophet Moſes 
| himſelf, the Methods of Conqueſt, and getting a 
Fame which ſhould know no End. 
I am not Ambitious, nor would I rempr thee to 
8 de at an undue Grandeur: But let us not be leſs 
than our ſelves, that is, Men. There is no reaſon we | 
ſhould be impos d upon by Fabulous Reports of In- 
terreſs d and Deſigning Writers: Or that we ſhould 
give Faith to every Credulous Fool. Doubtleſs, 
© there were many Nat ions eſtabliſh'd on Earth before 
the Iſraelites; and Great Prophets, who were not of 
the Lineage of Abrahim.. The Date of the Olympi- 
ads is much more certain to a Day, nay, to an Hour, 
than the Hejira of the Iraelites: fince the Former 
is Demonſtrated by the Eclipſes of the Sun and Moon, 
- Interwoyen by the Gentile Hiſtorians, in the Body ot 
their Hiſtory, whereas the Latter is defectiye in this 
_ Material Point, and is exposd to 4 Thoutand Diſ- 
d Weng Writers, 
Th My 
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0 My Friend, let not thou and I trouble our ſelves 
at WE wich Needleſs Controverſies, or be Zealous for 
= "i Things of no Moment; but Adoring One God, 
and believing what is Rational, we may poſſeſs our 


5 Souls in Tranquillity and Peace. 


Paris, 1170 of the * Moon, 
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To the Kaimacham. 


0 A T length, after a long Alienation, the Prince of 
Ir A Conde is reſtor'd to the King's Favour: For 
15 which, he is oblig d to the King of Spain. Lhave 
: 7 already intimated in one of my Letters, That this 
was agreed on in the Treaty of Peace between 
a theſe Two Crowns, as an Article Equivalent to that 
of the Duke of Lorrain's Releaſe, ſolicited by the 
) | King of France, Now tis put in Execution, and 
5 the Rebel Prince is receivd with Abundance of 
1 Careſſes, by the King, Queen- Mother, Cardinal Ma- 
La rini, and the whole Court. 
ge is counted the Valianteſt Man of this Age; and 
= was ſo pronounc'd long ago by the Mareſchal Turenne, 
* 7 whois a Souldier of no mean Character, both for 


his judgment and Courage, He was once extremely 
| beloyd by all the French. But his Wildneſs and 
Inconſtancy, with the Deſtructive Effects of the Civil 
Wars which he raisd, chang'd their Affections for a 
while into Indifference, Coldneſs, and III-Will. 
Eut now nnen nb 
lie and his Brother the Prince of Conti, ſeldom 
agree d, being often the Heads of Contrary Parties, 


during the Minority of chis King. And the Younger 
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being crump- Shoulder d, Conde us'd to be a little 
Sarcaſtick upon him, threatning to ſhave his un- 
courtly Back into the Faſhion with his Sword, 

It is certain, the Prince of Conde was very wild 


and profuſe when Young, but now he begins to take 


ſoberer Meaſures, During his Father's Life, was 
call'd the Dube of Enguien, And to reflect on the 
Parſimony of the Old Prince, he us'd to take ſeveral Þ 
Handfuls of Gold with one Hand, and fill a purſe, 
faying, This is my Father's Practice. Then he would 


turn the Purſe up-fide down with Yother Hand, and 


ſcattering the Gold among his Favourites, would 
add, This is my Humour. | 1 

Once as he was paſſing on Foot through a Town 
in France, under his Father's Government; the 
Chief Magiſtrate of the Place, who was an Old 
Man, met him, and begun to make an Oration with 


the beſt Rhetorick he could. But the Prince being 


in a Frolickſome Humour, took Advantage of a ve- 
ry low Conge the Old Gentleman made him, and 
leap'd over his Head, and ſtood ſtill behind him. 


The Magiſtrate not taking any Notice of this wild 


Prank, turned very gravely about, and addres'd him- 
ſelf with a new Obeiſance, but not ſo low as the 
Former. However the Nimble Prince catch'd him 
upon the Half Bent, and ſetting his Hads on the 


Old Monſieur's Shoulders, whipt over again the 


ſecond Time; Which quite ſpoil'd his intended 


Speech, to the great Diverſion of all the Spectators. 


In his Youth he was much addicted to Women, 


and took a peculiar Delight in debauching Nuns : 


Which occafion'd the Queen-Mother to reflect on 


me they broke into the Mine- Cellars, I would believe jon; 


him ſomething ſatyricallyonce, when he inform d her 
that the Suifſe Soldiers were guilty of great Diſ- 
orders, ſome of them getting into the Nunneries, 


and violating the Chaſtity of thoſe Conſecrated 
Females. For the Queen replied, If you had told 


for 
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Vor the Suiſſes are all known Drunkards. But as for 
Amours with Nuns, none ts ſo likely to make em as the 
Dube of Enguien. F F e COLES * 
However, all that T have ſaid, hinders not but 
that he is now a Prudent Man, a good General, and 
Fortunate in recovering his Sovereign's Favour- 
nin a Word, this Court is ſo overjoyed” at the 
= Marriage of the King with the Infanta of Spain, - that 
they have no Room left for peeviſh Reſentments. 
All Crimes are forgiven. © And the Devil himſelf 
would be welcome at the Wedding, provided he would 
be debonair, and good Company.. 
= The Nuptials are only Celebrated by Proxy as yet. 
But here are vaſt Preparations making for the com- 
= pieatiny the Ceremony” ft = UT okG 
What the Iſſue of this Marriage and Peate will be, 
tis not eaſie to divine: But I doubt, the Chriſtians 

are hatching Evil againſt the Ottoman Port, in Regard 
all the Princes in Europe, are coming to an Agreement. 
HIlluſtrious Kaimacham, Let not this Intimation 
paſs away as a Dream. For I tell thee again; theſe 
= 7nfels are plotting of Miſchief, f. 
W Paris, xit of che 5 Moon, ., 
= of the Tear 1660. 
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obe, 


Believe thou wilt now receive from me the earlieſt 
1 News of a Mighty Change, a Surprizing Revo- 
lution in the Engliſß Government. Know then, 
that he whom I have ſo often-mention'd under the 
Title of King of the Scots in my Former Letters, the 
2 Eldeft Son and Rightful Heir of the Britiſh Kingaoms,- .. 
Charles II. is reſtor'd to che Throne of his Eathess, - 
e 8 "G8; WR 
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without Violence or Blood-ſhed, by the Unani. 
mous Conſent and Earneſt Defire of his Subject. 
This Young Prince has been an Exile for Twelve 
ears in Foreign Court, and has heard of as man; 
ſeveral Alterations in the State of his Dbminions du. 
ring his Abſence; every Change producing a Neu 
Form of Government. The Rebels had run over ali 
Ariſtotle's Politicks, and the Various Models of Plat. 
and other Philoſophers, who treated of Comm 
Mealths, to find out ſuch. Patterns as beſt ſuited BY 
wich the Neceſſities and Gemus of that Nation. 
There is not a Species of Ariftocracy, Democracy and 
Oligarchy, which they did not put in Practice to ſup- 
Port the Frame of that Government, whoſe Baſis ther 
had remov'd; for it was founded on a Monarchy of "= 
2 long and Hereditary. Deſcent, And therefore all 
their moſt Artificial Contrivances were Ineffectual, 
and they might as well have endeavoured to make 
Buttreſſes for a Caſtle in the Air. In a Word, the 
Engliſh found themſelves ſo disjointed and weaken d 
by Civil Wars, Taxes, and the other Uſual Effects 
of Uſurpation and Tyranny, that they had no other 
Way left to ſave their Nation from utter Ruine, 
but by bringing their Tawfyl King back again, 
who is the Angular Stone whereon all their Welfare 
here is one Thing Remarkable in this Turn oi 
Engliſh Affairs, That their "Sovereign landed and 
made his Triumphant Entry into that Iſland, on the 
Anniverſary Day of his Birth. Which puts mein Mind 
of what is Generally diſcourſed here at Paris; That 
on the Day of his Nativity, there was ſeen a Bright 
Sta in the Heavens, when the Sun was juſt above 
the Meridian. From hence the Aſtrologers of thoſe 
"Times predicted great Things cncerning him. And 
thoſe of che preſent Age, who have ſeen his Fo- 
tunate Return to his Kingdoms, preſage yet greater 
n of or nt ae | 


0 


of Futurity; and we Muſſulmans have no Reaſon to 


God only knows what Embryo's are in the Womb 


rejoyce at the Grandeur of any of theſe Infidel. 
Princes. Yet ſuch a Sign as that of a Star appear- 
ingat Noon-Day, juſt over the Place where a Mighty 
Queen was in Labour with a Prince, has Something 
in it Extraordinary, and full of Promiſing Circum- 


© ſtances. It was an Appearance of this Nature which 
render'd the Birth of the Meſſias ſo Illuſtrious, tho? = 
# otherwiſe obſcure enough; when the EaStern Magi, 


directed by ſuch a Star, came and found Mary the 
Mother of Jeſus in a Stable, and the Infant-Prophet” 
lying in a Manger, inſtead of a Cradle. So we are 
told, That Eclipſes of the Sun portend the Misfor- 

rune or Death of Great Perſonages ; and that all other 
Prodigies, whether in Heaven. or Earth, have their 
proper Signification. . 

But whether theſe Obſervations be true or no, 


tis certain this late baniſhed Prince, is return d with 


Abundance of Splendor and Advantage to his Na- 


tive Royal Poſſeſſions. And I thought it would be 
a Grand Neglect in me, to let one Poſt-Day paſs, 


before I gave thee an Account of a Revolution fo. 
aſtoniſhing to all Europe, and which is like to give 


a New Turn to the Affairs of moſt Chriſtian Princes 


and States. | rd | edt 
Beſides, I know there is an Ambaſſador from 


England, reſiding at the Auguſt Port; which deter- 


mines the Quarrels of all the Nations on Earth. 
There are alſo Abundance of Engliſh Merchants in 
the Imperial City. They may have Feuds among 
one another. The Intereſt of ſome of themis joyn d 


with that of the Engliſh Rebels; others are for 
their King. Therefore knowing of his Reſtauration, 


thou wilt be better able to adjuſt all Matters of this 


Nature, according to Reaſon, Equiry, and the Ho- 

nour of the Majeſtick Port, For this King makes 
already a greater Figure than any of his Pr 1 | 
| 9 bs . and 
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and therefore his Frendſhip is not to be contemn'd. 

The Care of theſe Things reſts on thee, who art 
he Vicars Vicar of the Vicegerent of God. 


Paris zd of the 7th Moon 
of the Tear 1660, 


— — — 


YE oof © Th IQ 
To Mehemet, an Exil d Eunuch, at Caire 
„% cad 


| Of thar T were in one of the Piramids near 
"370 the City where thou reſideſt, ſnut up in Tre- 
mendous Darkneſs, in the moſt Obſcure and Horri- 
ble Vault of the Royal Pile? That I might converſe 
with the Ghoſts of Egyptian Kings, hugg Demons in 
my Arms, and run the Gerit with Hobgoblins and 
all the Spirits of the Night round the Tomb of Cheops, 
or up and down the diſmal Galleries, or in the Neſt 
of Bats, Screech-Olws, Harpies, and the reſt of the 
Winged Monſters, the Excrementitious Spawn of 
Human Souls, or at leaſt the Superfetation of pick- 
led Carcaſſes, repoſited there for Eternal Mummies, 
ſome of them before Noah's Flood, and the Reſt af- 
ter, if the Story be true. God knows whether it 
be or no: Thats Nothing to me: But I have a ſtrong 
Inclination to try what I can find in thoſe Antique 
| Monuments, after all the Search of ſo many Travel. 
Ez fers. T have a Specifick Sort of Melancholy upon 
| me, which cannot be vented any other Way, than 
by keeping Company with the Dead, or having 
Ten Hundred Thoufand ugly rampant Spirits dan- 
eing their Infernal Meaſures about me, and grinning 
ke Babboongs of Hell. Oh, God / How twould fer 
me a Laughing? An Entertainment of this er 
11 2s would 
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EF would eaſe my Spleen, and reſtore me to a God 


Are there no Beings extant, but thoſe which are 
| every Day expos'd to our Senſes? Or, is Nature 
' Poorer than the Imagination of a Mortal, which 
can form the Ideas of an Infinity of Creatures that *' 
he never ſaw? Iam cloyd with the Crambe of 
Objects and Joys which theſe Narrow Elements af- 
ford, and therefore would fain grope out ſome 

New and Untry'd World, to find Refreſhment in. 

But oh, my Mehemet, when I look toward the 
Heavens, and behold the Moon and Stars; when my 

= Eye is laſt in the Boundleſs Firmament, and m 
Soul can find no Limits to the Univerſe; then I fink 
into my ſelf, full of Humility and Confuſion, becauſe 
1 have injuriouſly reproach'd the Omnipotent, and 
= caſt Obloquies on his Works, For all Things appear 
= admirably Beautiful and Perfect, and the leaſt 
Atome is large enough to afford Apartments for a 
Thouſand Souls, Every Thing in Nature is preg- 
nant and full of pleaſing Wonders: Yer I cannot 
be free from theſe Hypochondriack Fits at certain 
Seaſons. I am ſometimes the ſaddeſt and moſt 
Melancholy Man in the World. I take all things 
by the wrong Handle, look on Them through falſe 
= Opticks, and yet perſuade my ſelf Iam in the Right, 
and ſee them in their true Complexion. Such is the 
2 Faral Sophiſtry of this black and ſullen Paſſion : it 
= rakes away the Guſt and Reliſh of the ſweeteſt Enjoy- 
ments. And if rhe Contagion could poſſibly find 
Admittance among the Bleſs'd Above; ſurely *rwould 
render their Paradiſe a Hell, and would afford fome 
Ground for the Fiction of the Ancient Poets, who 
braughe up the Uſe of Nepenthe among the Gods, 
to appeaſe their Choler, and put em in a good 

22 | . l 
TI know not what that Drink was: But I tel[ thee, 
my Nepenthe is a Glaſs of good Languedoc ee 
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which is as Rich, and far more Delicious than the 
Wines of Tenedos and Mitylene. T once could boaſt of 
another Method to ſubdue my Melancholy, by giving 
Battel to my thoughts in open Field; but now I am 
fain ro have Recourſe ro Stratagems and Ambuſ- 
eades, trepanning the ugly, hideous Monſters out of 
their ſtrong Retrenchments and Faſtneſſes in the 
Spleen, by Generous Frolicks with Wine, Women 
and Muſick. I bury all Care in profound Sleep, 
the Effect of brisk and free Drinking. And then 
rk, as young as if I'd been 


1 awake as merry as a La 
in Medea's Cauldron. 


Sanity in our 
Words and Exteriour Carriage, whilſt ar the ſame 
Time we are ready to burſt with Malice, Pride, Am- 

bition, Avarice, and a Thouſand more Vices; 
Whereas Wine ſeaſonably drank, cures all theſe 
Diſtempers of the Soul, makes a Miſer Liberal, a 
Cruel Man Tender, a Spightful Fellow Kind, melts 

Stiff and Haughty Spirits into a Wonderful Softneſs 

and Complaiſance. In fine, it makes a Lamb of a 
Lion, and changes a Vultur to a Dove, purifying 


What ſignifies it to pretend 


and transforming Souls into a Temper wholly Di. 


Why then ſhould we be ty d to Laws of Morality, 
never practis d by thoſe who made them! All rhe 
Philoſophers were boon Companions, and our Holy 
Prophet himſelf privately drank the Juice of the 

Grape. Our Emperours and Grandees do the ſame. 
The only Reaſon why they forbid it to their Sub- 
je&s, is, leſt they ſhould grow too Wiſe, and ſtrive 

to ſhake off the Yoke: For Wine elevates the Spi- 

rits, emboldens the Heart, and transforms a Slave 

For want of this 

Liquor, all Nations where the Vine grows not, have 

found out one Beverage or another, as efficacious 

to relieve Melancholy, and drive away Sorrow from - 


to a Lord in his own Conceit. 


the Heart. The Chineſe. make Wine of Rice. 


In 
my 


| my Country the. have another Intoxicating Drink 
* compounded with certain Roots, The ſame is uſed 
in ſome Parts of Perſia. In theſe Weſtern Provinces, 
XZ they brew divers Sorts of ſtrong Liquors of Wheat 
Barley, Honey, Moloſſas and other Ingredients. 
And they make Wine of Apples, Pears, Cherries. 
Curratis, and moſt Fruits that grow. I tell thee, 
my Friend, there's no living, unleſs we ſometimes, 
give Nature a New Ferment to rouze her from her 
Lees. 8 „ i 

Vet let us practiſe a due Mediocrity, remembring 
that God gave us theſe Things for our Health and Re- 
freſhmenr, and not for our Bane. In a Word, Me- 
hemet, let us be Merry and Wiſe, _ 


Paris, 26th. of the 8th. Moon, 
ef the Tear 1660 


CONE — 


* 


ry 


LET TER XL 
3 5 Hamet, Reis Effendi, P rincipal Secre- 
4% of the Ottoman Empire. 


J Have taken ſome Pains; turn d over a great many 
I Memoirs of Old Courtiers, and convers'd. with 
not a few now living, who can remember the Days 
of Henry IV. that fo I may comply with thy or- 
der, and Oblige thee with ſome Remarks on the 
Life of that Prince, who tho' he had but a little 
Body, yet like another Alexander, had fo vaſt a 
Soul, and perform'd ſuch Illuſtrious Actions, as de- 
ſervedly faſten d on him the Title of Great, and 
made him be eſteem'd the Arbiter of all Europe. 
It is obferv'd of him, that he was always Unfor- 
tunate in his Wives; yer, they. relate a pretty 
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Paſſage of his Firſt Wife, Margaret of Valos, which 
ſeems ro contradict that Remark. RE: 

| He was then a Proteſtant, and only King of Na- 
varre, when the Famous Maſſacre of Paris was com- 
mitted, with deſign to Murther him among the Reſt 
of his Religion. But being aware of this, when he 
heard the Aſſaſſins making toward his Chamber, 
where he ſate with the Queen, he hid himſelf un- 
der her Garments as ſhe ſate in a Chair. The Yit- 
lains ruſhing in, askd for the King. She with a 
reat Aſſurance of Spirit, told em, He went out from 
in a Paſſion. They ſeeming ſatisfy'd, went away 
without doing any farther Hurt. Which occafion'd 
a Common Jeſt, That Queen Margaret's Smock, ſav'd 
This Woman was call'd the Minerva and Venus of 
France, on the Score of her Learning and Amours, 
never denying any Thing to her Lovers, and being 
ſeldom without Men of Science in her Company. 
In a Word, King Henry look d on himſelf as a No- 
ted Cuckold, and ſo gave her a Bill of Divorce, Her 
own Mother Katherine de Medicis, was call'd the 
Fourth Fury of Hell. 15 „ 
It is Recorded of this Lady, that ſhe practisd 
much with Wizards and Magicians, who in an En- 
chantedGlaſs, ſhew'd her who ſhou'd Reign in France 
for the Time to come. Firſt appear this Henry 
IV. then Lewis XIII. next Lewis XIV. and after 
him a Pack of Feſuites, who ſhould aboliſh the Ae 
narchy, and govern the Nation themſelves. This 
Glaſs is to be ſeen in the King's Palace to this Day. 
As for Henry IV's Second Wife, tis faid, he ne- 
ver enjoy d a Peaceable Hour with her, bur when ſhe 
was aſleep. They often fought together, and ſne 
ſpar d not ſometimes to Beat and Scratch him 
even in his Bed, fo that he has been forc'd to quit 
the Field, and take Sanctuary in another Chamber. 

- This Prince was tax d with Ingratitude towards * 
* . | moſt 
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gmoſt Faithful Servanrs, and want of Liberality to 
ill. Ir was a Common Saying of his Predeceſſor 

WHenry III. That he ſhard his Kingdom with his Loyal 
Servants and Friends, But Henry IV. lovd not to 
Farr with any Thing which he could handſomly 
Reep. | | 
4 Vet he was very obliging to his Miſtreſſes, and 
his Paſſion for them carried him into many Irregu- 
larities. He was ſo deeply enamour'd of one, that to 
enjoy her he ſignd a Promiſe of Marriage to her 
with his own Blood; which one of his Favourites 
{ ſeeing, tore the Paper in Pieces. The King being 
incens d at that, ſwore by the Belly of St. Gris, an 
ordinary Oath with him, that this Perſon was mad. 
Tes, replied he, but I wiſh Iwere the only Mad Man 
in the Kingdom, Thereby reflecting on the King's 
Extravagancy. Another Time he gave Fifty Thou- 
ſand Crowns, for one Night's Enjoyment of a 
2 bare many Years ago ſpoke of the Death of 
this Prince in my Letters to the Miniſters of the 
Port. Now I will acquaint thee with one Circum- 
8 ſtance, ro which I was then a Stranger. 
It happen d, that the Vice-Roy of Navarre, was 
walking with ſeveral Nobles in the Meadows of Bearn, 
2 Town under his Juriſdiction, waſh'd by the Ri- 
ver Pau. When on a ſudden all the Cows, (of 
which there was a great Number in thoſe Fields) 
ran violently into the River, and were there drown'd, 
Ihe Vice-Roy being aſtoniſh'd at this, as at a Prodi- 
= 2y, writ down the Day and Hour when it hap- 
pend, which prov'd exactly the very ſame Time 
to a Minute, when Henry IV. was ſtabb'd in his 
Coach by Ravaillac; as the Vice-Roy ſoon certifyd 
by Diſpatches which hereceiv'd from the Court, con- 
= taining Intelligence of that Tragedy. 37 50 

All this may be pure Chance, for ought I know, 
but there are a wax of Symptoms o — "> 
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_ elſe. - As for Han, he is wholly a Stranger to hin. 
ſelf, and the Secret Operations of his own So ar: 
hid from him. How then can he know the Nature: 
of other Things, or be familiarly acquainted win Rx 
the Occult Diſpoſirions of Beaſts? The leaſt Worm cr Rx 
Inſect, baffles our ſevereſt Scrutiny, and we are lot 
in the Speculation of their Embryo's. The moſt $ 
lent and Inanimate Beings, proclaim aloud the Fol) 
of our boaſted Science: Every Atom in Nature, fi. 
dicules our beſt PHiloſophy. Who then will pre. 
tend to unriddle the more Uncommon Myſteries of | 
Providence, or trace the Foot- ſteps of Eternal Deſtiny ? | 
Hiſtorians ſpeak variouſly of this Parricide. Some | 
Tay, the Villain was approv'd of at the Cort of Rome, | 
and that he was there rank'd in the Number of 
Martyrs, Tis certain, he underwent as horriblc 1 
Death, as the Wit of Man could invent, to punifi 
his matchleſs Treaſon. And it fees, the Judges 
that examin'd him, where either afraid, or aſham'd 
to divulge what they heard from his Mouth: Obli- 
ging themſelves by an Oath to Eternal Secrecy, 
Kavbaillac himſelf own'd, that he had twice before 
_ attempted to kill the King, but was thruſt back by 
one of his Nobles, who ſuſpected ſome ill Deſigns in 
a, e = 
Sage Hamet, may God preſerve our Glorious Su- 
tan from the Rage of Mutineers, from a Jewiſh 
Phyſician, and from the Common Diſaſters of Hu- 
mane Life. And the Care of his Attendants will pre- 
vent the ſudden Strokes of a deſperate Aſſaſſin. 


Paris, 26* of the geb Moon, 
of the Tear 1660. 
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E T TER NA. 
J Muſtapha, Berber Aga. 


nis City is now as full of Noiſe and Lights, as 


'S ſome Cities of 4/14 are at an Eclipſe of the 


Moon, or as Conſtantinople is during the Faſt of Ra- 


mezan. Tis near Midnight, and yet here's ſuch a 
Medly of Noiſes compaunded of the loud Acclama- 


tions of Mortals, the Ringing of Bells, Beat of 


Drums, Sound of Trumpets, and other Mufical In- 
ſtruments, with the Thunder of Sky-Rockers, Guns, 
and other Fire-works, that a Body would think ones 
felt in a Battel or a Siege. 5 


The Occaſion of all this, is the publick Entry of . 


the New-Married King and Queen, it being the Firſt 
Time they have ſeen Paris ſince the Nuptials. 
Neither my Tongue nor Pen are able expreſs to the 


Life, the Inimitable Pomp and Magnificence that = 
have appear d to Day in the Royal Train, and in the 


Z Preparations which the City made to receive them. 


The Luſtre of Silver, Gold and Precious Stones, 
dazl'd ones Eyes from all Parts; and I could have 
wild for 2 Muſſulman Army, to have been at the 


Plunder of ſuch Immenſe Riches. Yet there were 
Forty Thouſand. of the Citizens, and King's Guards in 


Arms, to augment the Glory of the Day, ?:; 
The Monarch with his Royal Spouſe, appeared 


ſeated on a Majeſtick Throne, all glittering with 
Gold and Diamonds. It was raisd on High, and 
there were ſeveral Steps or Degrees to aſcend up to 


it. On theſe were placed the Princes of the Blood, 


the Dukes and Peers of the Realm, with other Gran. 
dees and Nables, as alfo Princeſſes, Dutcheſſes and 
Ladies of the Firſt Quality. 1 24 a: 


Twas ar the Foot of this Throne, there were 


made Innumerable Speeches, and Congratulatory 


Addreſſes 
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Companies of Tradeſmen. But, that which was moſt 


Grace and Modeſty, as drew the Eyes and Ears of 
all that were preſent, . And 'tis ſaid, the King was 
extremely pleaſed with her; much more the Queen, 
who had never before encountred ſo Learned a Fe- 


The French Ladies have ſor many Years applied 
areas morofe to Women, as the Moors, from whom 


Huns and Vandals. So that tis difficult to trace the 
Original of any People in ſuch a Hotch-Potch of Fo- 


of a Noble Stock, unleſs we inherit the Vertues of our 


\Nates: Let tis both profitable and pleaſant to have 
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Addreſſes by the Prieſts and Monks of all Orders, 
by the Students in the Academy, and by the ſeveral 


ſurprizing, a certain ſtrange Maid utter'd ſeveral 


Orations in Latin, Greek, French and Spaniſh, where- 
in ſhe magnify'd the King's Heroick Undertakings, 


his wonderful Succeſſes, great Wiſdom and Cou- 
rage, with other Vertues, which ſhe made the Sub. 
ject of her Panegyrich, She alſo no leſs extoll'd the 
Queen's Matchleſs Beauty, the Greatneſs of her Birth, 


the Royal Endowments of her Mind; And conclu- 


ded with refle&ing on the Joy of all Europe, for this 


IIluſtrious Match, and Alliance of Two the moſt 
Potent Crowns in Chriſtendom. | | 


She delivered her ſelf with ſuch an Incomparable 1 


themſelves to the Study of Languages and Philoſophy. 
But tis not ſo in Spain, where the Men are too Ri- 
gorous to the Fair to allow em that Liberty. They 


a great Part of that Nation are ſaid to deſcend. Eve- 
ry Country in Europe, has ſuffer'd mighty Changes, 
by the Incurſions and Conqueſts of the Moors, Got hs, 


reign Blood, Neither have they any Care of their 
Genealogies, as we Arabians have in the Eaſt. 
Illuſtrious Aga, tho' it ſignifies Nothing to ſpring, 


Anceſtors, as well as their Splendid: Titles and E- 
by us a Regiſter of our Families, that reading their 


Characters and Heroick Actions, we may _ 
RT | | their 
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WT their Examples, and add to the Glory of the Tribe 
from which we deſcend. Ot 
WT Paris, 2675 of the 8*" Moon, 
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LETTER XII. 
Jo Dgnet Oglou. 


Know not whether I ſhall finiſh the Letter I be- 
gin; or, if I do, whether it will be above Ground, 

or in the Bowels of the Earth. However ; I cannot 

forbear writing to thee, my Dear Friend, though 
both the Paper and I, with the Houſe wherein 
lodge, and all this Beautiful City, may, for ought I 
know, be tranſported to another Region before Mor- 
ning. Nay, tis poſſible this very Hour may People 
Elyzium with a New Colony from France, and Paris 
may deſcend with all her Magnificent Palaces to the 
Shades below, changing the Banks of the River Seyne, 
for thoſe of Acheron or Styx, and the Refreſhing 


- 


Airs of Champagne, for the Choaking Sulphurs of 


Hell. In a Word, we have felt the Menaces of a 
Terrible Earthquake this Evening, but as yet have 
ſuffered no Damage. 555 
When I livd in Aſia, an Earthquake was almoſt 
as Common as the Yearly Revolutions of Summer and 
Winter :- And we took as little Notice of it, as we 
did of Lightning, Hail or Rain, Beſides, one Muſ- 
ſulman encouraged another, . and the Gene- 


ral Faith of True Believers confirm'd us all, That we 
ought to be refign'd to God, and to the Appoint- 
ments of Eternal Deſtiny, whether it were for Plea- 


ſure or Pain, Good or Evil, Life or Death. Bur 


now I have been ſo long diſus'd to theſe Convulſi- 


ons of the Globe, (for I have not felt one above 


theſe Two and Twenty Years ) and am alſo oe: 
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ted from the Society of the Faithful ; that I am be- 
come like the reſt of the World, and even like theſe 
Infidels, Timorous, Aftoniſhed, void of Reafon, and 
of little or no Faith. r 5 

Ny Mind at firſt, ſtagger d as much as my Body, | 

when I was walking croſs my Chamber, and felt the 
Floor rock under me with that Singular Kind of 
Motion, which no Humane Art or Force can imi tate. 

I ſoon concluded. twas an Earthquake, but knew not 
how to bear that Thought with Indifference. 
Death is familiar to me in any other Figure, but 
that of being fo furprizingly buried alive. It ap- 

peared horrible to ſink on a ſudden into an Un- 
known Grave, I knew not whither : Perhaps Imight 
fall into ſome Park Lake of Water; or it may 4 | 

I might be drench'd in a River of Fire, or be dafti'd 

on a Rock: For, who can tell the Diſpoſition of 

the Caverns below, or whar Sort of Apartments he 
ſhall find under the ſurface of the Earth? We walk 

on the Battlements of a Marvellous Structure, a 
Globe full of Tremendous Secrets. And whether 
Nature or Deſtiny, Providence or Chance, occaſion 
the Ruptures that we find are made in divers Parts of 

the Earth, it matters not much, ſo long as we are 

in Danger of tumbling in. Such à terrible Fall, 
Vould put the beſt Philoſopher in the World out of 

Humour, and Spoil all his Reaſoning. Im ſure, 

*rwould vex me thus in a Trice to be plundered of 

my Thoughts. Which makes me either wonder at 

the Vanity of Empedocles, if he threw himſelf into 

the flaming. Chaſm of Mount Ætna, only for the 

Sake of being eſteemed a God, (as the common Re- 

ort is;) or, gives me Reaſon to conclude, he had 

1 Lone other End in his Venturous Leap : Since tis 

not probable, that empty Fame could be eſieemedd 
by thar Great Sage, as his Final Happineſs. A much 

eaſier way had Ariflotle, who, ditguſtcd at his Ig- 
norance of the Flux and Reflux of ks coy 
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aſet in, to put an End to his Diſquiſitions, if the 
rory be true. But, Ican hardly believe the Stagyrite 
Jas ſuck a Fool. I gueſs of other Men, according to 


he Experience I have of my ſelf. I am as little 
olicitous about Death as any Man; yet I ſhould be 
unwilling to hurl: my ſelf our of the World head- 
Jong, without a Firm or a Tefta; I love New Ex- 
periments, but am not very fond of ſuch as take 
rom us irrecoverably the means of trying any more. 
We had News here of an Earthquabe which has 
overthrown Part of the Pyrenæan Mountains, ſome 
Days before this happened at Paris; but few re- 
garded it. Calamities at a Diſtance frighten No- 
body. Let, thoſe which we feel, put us all in 
Tears. For my Part, it has this Effect on me, that 
I am improved in my Careleſſneſs, and become 
fearful of Nothing. And, I think, there is Reaſon 
on my Side, ſince all my Care, Apprehenſion and 
Forecaſt, can never defend me from the Under- 
; minings of the Omnipotent. 1 el ne 


Paris, I5* of the 1150 Moon, 
; of the Tear 1660. 


e 


Jo Hamer Reis Effendi, Principal Secre- 
= raryef rho Ottoman Empire. 


ET not the Diſtance of Time betweenmy Letters, 
L proinpt thee to conclude, I forget my Duty; 
or that Jam careleſs to oblige ſo Illuſtrious a Friend. 
1 have many Obligations to diſcharge; and there- 
fore endeavour to Husband my Hours to the beſt 
Ad vantage, and ſo to divide my Diſpatches, That the 
Grand Signior may be ſerved, the Divan inform'd of 

DO. N 1 
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all Material Emergencies, and the Expectations f 
each Miniſter gratifiead. En 5 1 
As to the Reign of Lewis XIII. It was ſnhard 
ſucceſſwely between the Marſhal D* Ancre, the Dube BE? 
of Luines, and Cardinal Richlieu. The Firſt was the 
Queen- Mother's Favourite; the Second was the Kings; 
As for the Third, he was abſolute Maſter both of 
King, Queen and Kingdom. 
During the King's. Minority indeed, Queen Mar; 
de Medicis, the Relict of Henry IV. took the Regent, 
into her own Hands, and magnaged Things in an Nee 
Arbitrary Manner. But the Princes of the Blood, FR 
with other Grandees, not able to brook the Govern- 
ment of a Woman, conſpired againſt her. Among 
theſe were the Prince of Conde, Father to the pre- 
ſent Prince, and the Duke of Bouillon. The Former 
was a Bold Man, and durſt do any Thing that was 
Brave: The Latter was a Cunning Sateſman. — 
They Caball'd not ſo privately, but the Queen- 
Not her was acquainted with their Meetings, and the * 
Due of Bovillon was the Firſt who knew his Party 
was betrayed. This Intelligence was brought him 
from aſſured Hands, whilſt he was fitting with the 
Prince of Conde, and ot her Nobles at the Place of their 
Private Rendezvous. Whereupon, he acquainted 
them with it, exhorting all to abſcond immediately, 
leſt they ſnould be ſeized on the Spot. But they re- 
torting, That the Queen would not venture on an 
Action oſ ſuch dubious Conſequence; He ſtarted up 
and took his Leave of em, with theſe Words: M 
Lords, you may follow your own Counſel. III 
„ immediately to Horſe, and eſcape to Sedan, in 
% my Stockings : Where, if they make me wear out 
a Pair as an Exile; by Heavens, Ill make them 
& year out a Thouſand Pair of Boots, WP 
His Words came to paſs, and the Effect was a di- 
minutive Civil War; when the Queen was forc d to 
raiſe an Army to reduce this Prince to Me, 
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ue Reſt of his Party being Impriſoned, as ſoon as 
e heard of his Flight. | 5 
& Whilſt theſe Diſturbances laſted, the Moors were 
xpell'd out of Spain, ro the Number of Six Hun- 
ired Thouſand. Part of thoſe who liv'd toward the 
aritime Coaſts, went by Sea into Africh. The 
Reſt, whoſe Reſidence was farther within Land, 
ſought a ag over the Pyrenean Mountains, and 
ſo through the Southern Provinces of France; offer- 
ng a Ducat a Head to the Vice-Roy of Navarre, for 
heir ſafe Conduct. He, out of Curioſity coming 
o ſee theſe Travellers, and beholding em ragged 
and almoſt naked, with Viſages like Ghoſts; rook Pity 
on them, and gave em Liberty of Paſſage gratis: 
aying, God forbid I ſhould extorr ſo much Mo- 
© ney from theſe miſerable Wretches, who are a- 
e bandoned to the wide World. 
But, it ſeems, his Compaſſion was needleſs. For 
theſe Muſſulmans were too cunning for him, having 
gtheir Squalid, torn Garments, quilted all over with 
Fold and Precious Stones. Which occaſioned all 
people to ridicule the Vice-Roy's Eaſineſs, and to 
call him the Friend of the Gibeonttes, | 173 
I ſhould appear too Partial in reflecting Satyri- 
cully on this Prince, whoſe Generoſity deſerves 
pbpraiſe: Let I cannot but ſmile at the Craft of the 
FE mos, whereby they not only eſcaped paying the 
accuſtomed Tribute of Paſſengers, bur alſo blinded 
theſe Infidels, and took from em the Suſpicion of 
greater Riches; which if they had once known, 
perhaps not a Moor ſhould have carried a Piece of 
Mony along with him into Africk. Nay” 
his paſſage ſeem'd worthy of thy Knowledge, 
ſince it in Part reſembles the Famous Departure of 
the Yralites out of Egypt, tho' it comes ſnort of the 
© Robbery and Plunder which they commit ed on the 
Inhabitants, the Day before they began their Jour- 
ney. However, this Story may afford thee ſome 
Divertiſemen:. N 
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in his Life and Death, he was compared to Sejany, A 
being qualified with the like Vertues and Vices, and 
having much the ſame Fortune, his Body after BR 


_ Falkners, they were received into Favour. But 


obtain d the King's Favour, it was by Ingratitude, 
For, when he and his Brother were firſt brought to 


7 


As tothe Marſhal D' Ancre, the Queens Favourite; 


K 


having been dragg d about the Streets by the Rahble, i 
was at laſt torn in Pieces. | | L 
If thou would'ſt know, how the Duke of Luin:: 


Court, they were both ſo poor, that they had bu: 
one Cloak between em; and for that Reaſon could 
not go abroad together. Yet being recommended 
to the King by a certain Nobleman for excellent 


7 Tan wy many wr” uw  * 


they abus d the Kindneſs of their Patron; and infi- 


nuating malicious Things into the King's Ear, a. : 
gainſt the Nobleman and his Family, cauſed him © 


comparing him to the Primum Mobile. But he 


be baniſh'd from the Court. After which they ma- 


which the Cardinal diſliked. 


Then ſucceeded Cardinal Richlieu in the Chici Rx 
Miniſtry; of whom I have ſaid a great Deal in my 


Former Letters to the Grandees of the Port, and 


thou wilt find them in the Regiſter. I will now add, 
what I never mentioned before; That he was very 


Ambitious to be thought a good Judge of Verſe, He 5 


gave to one Poet, for a Witty Conccit on his Coat 
of Arms, Two Thouſand Sequins, tho 'twas but a 


Verſe of Seven Words. Another he promoted to an 


Eccleſraſlick Dignity, worth a Thouſand a Year, fer 


cauſed a Third to be kick'd our of Doors, for his 
Obſtinacy in denying to alter a Word of his Poem, 
This Miniſter was very Revengeful, and amoneſt 
other Effects of his Temper, none was more taken 
Notice of, or reflected on, than the Death of Mon- 
eur de Thou, whom the Candinal cut off for no o- 
cher Reaſon, but becauſe his Father in a General Hiſic 
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y which he wrote, had repreſented one of Richlieus 
= Anceſtors, under a very Ignominious and Abomina- 
= ble Figure. That Hiſtoriom was the Renowned Thu- 
anus, of whom, I ſuppoſe, thou haſt heard. 
As to King Lewis XIII. himſelf, he was eſteem- 
ed a great Diſſembler; accuſtomed to careſs thoſe 
uith more than ordinary Endearments, whom he 
deſigned ſuddenly to ruine: Whence it grew to a 
EX Proverb in his Time at the French Court, when they 
EX ſawany Nobleman ſmil'd on, to ſay, His Buſineſs is 
dune. It cannot be denied that this Prince had a Great 
EZ Spirit, and ſome Wiſdom; yet he was obſerved to 
cake Delight in many petty Actions unbecoming Roy 
al Majeſly. He would ſpend much of his Time in 
"EX Fainting, and ſend for the moſt Famous Maſters in 
"RX char Axt, to view. his Works. An equal Inclination 
EZ he ſhewed ro Muſick. And ſometi mes he was am- 
bitious to be rhought.a good Cook, Once he made 
a Great Paſty with his own Hands, filling. it with 
Veniſon only fit for the Mouths of Infidels, viz, The 
Fleſh of Dogs, Wolves and Foxes, with other Abo- 
minable Animals, of which it is not lawful for a 
True Believer to taſte. This he cauſed to be ſerved 
up to Table at a Feaſt which he made to ſome of his 
Countries, who to Honour the King's Handy-work, 
eat greedily of rhe Horrid Diſh, and highly praiſed 
his Skill; whilft he diverted himſelf with laugh- 
ing at them. He had many other ſuch Freaks as 
cheſe, which render'd him Contemptible and Ridi- 
culous to rhe Grandees of his Kingdom. In a Word, 
he was more reverenced Abroad, than at Home. 
And this was owing to the Conductof Cardinal Rich- 
lieu; who was juſtly eſteemed the vety Genius of France. 
IIluſtrious Miniſter, all that I have ſaid of chis 
Monarch, ſpeaks him but a Man: And no body is 
Wiſe at all Times. But the Follies of Princes are 
more Conſpicuous, than thoſe of meaner Perſons. 
Paris, 155K of the 125 Moon, of the Tear 1666. 
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- SETTER XV. 
To Mahummed in the Deſart. 


FAY the Angel of Peace pitch his Pavilion az 
M the Entrance of that Bleſſed Cave where thou 
reſideſt. May thy Soul feel Calm and Undiſturbed 
Joys, and for ever repoſe in divine Tranquillity; 
Whilſt rhe Reſt of the World are moleſted with 
Perperual Cares and Fears, Broils and Enmities, 
Paſſions within, and Furies without: In a word, 
whilſt they are always in Danger of one another, 
of themſelves, and of the Elements which com- 
pound their Nature. | „%%% ! 
O Man highly beloved of God, Favourite of the 
Angels, Care of Heaven, and the ſingular Darling 
of Providence. The Palm of an Almighty Hand is 
extended under thee when thou ſitteſt down or 
walkeſt, always ready to ſpatch thee up from the 
Calamities which threaten this Lower World, and 
lift thee to Paradiſe, where the Aſſembly of the 
; Juſt . A 
© There has been an Earthquake lately in theſe 
Parts, which has put all France into a great Con- 
ſternation, aftoniſh'd every Body, and encreaſed 

the Thoughrfulneſs of the Wiſe, The Firſt Effects 
of ir were felt by the Inhabitants of the Pyrenees, 
which are certain Mountains dividing France and 
Spain. There it did great Miſchief, overwhelming 
ſome Medicinal Baths, many Houſes, and deſtroying 
Hundreds of People. Only one Moſque or Church, 
which ſunk into the Caverns below, was thrown up 
again, and ſtands very Firm, but in another Place. 
This is look d upon as a great Miracle, eſpecially 
by the French, who, for ought I know, may cenſure 
_ . Partially, favouring their own Intereſt; in regard 
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this Church has been diſputed between them and the 
X Spaniards, each Nation claiming Right to it, as ſtand- 
ing before exactly on the Frontier Line. But now 
their Quarrel is unconteſtably decided; For tis re- 
moved by this Convulſion of the Globe, near half a 
League from its Former Situation, which is {© far 
within the acknowledg'd Limits of France. This the 
French Prieſts magnify, as an apparent Proof of the 
juſtice of their Pretentions, and the People ſeem 
very willing to believe it. n 

As for me, I have another Opinion of Earth. 
quakes, and am perſuaded, that they are as Natural 
as the Winds, which no Man knows how to draw 
into any Party or Faction, unleſs we believe the 
Stories of the Lapland Witches, I am perſuaded, 
that this Globe is much more Ancient than the Ge- 
nerality of Mankind imagine it to be: That it has 
undergone various Changes by the Predominance of 
Fire and Water: And that it is now haſtening 
towards another Revolution. I believe the Central 
Fire has eaten its Way almoſt to the Surface, and 
kindled all the Mines of Sulphur, and other Inflam- 
mable Matter, which it meets wich in its Circular 
Aſcent. Theſe corroding and daily conſuming 
their own Vaults, approaching alſo ſometimes too 
near the vaſt Receptacles of Subteranean Waters 
which lie nearer the Surface, over-heat thoſe Lakes; 
which being thus rarified into Vapours, and pent up 
in the Hollow of the Globe ſtrive to break forth with 
flnmmenſe Violence, which cauſes that Heaving and 
© Rocking of the Superficies, that fo terrifies Mortals. 
But then the Cauſe is very deep and far from us. 
For where the Surface is ſhallow, in ſueh Paſſions | 
of the Globe, the Earth commonly breaks and tumbles 
in, with whatſoever is upon it. Nay whole Cities 
ſometimes have been thus 8 up. And the 
Danger is eaſily fore-known by a ſhort Snatching and 
Trepidation of. che Ground, Houſes, Trees, Men 
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54 Letter Mrit ly Vol. VI. 
and every Thing within its Reach; for then the Con- 
vulſion is Generally Fatal. Bur where the Motion — 
is Heavy, Grave and Regular, tis a Sign that bot 
the Sd urſe and the Danger of it are far off. And this 
is ſo much the more Evident, by how much far- F* 
ther the Earthquake is felt above Ground. For the 
nearer any ſuch Paſſion happens to the Center, ir 
muſt be granted, that its Force is extended the 
wider on the Circumference. This depends on 
a Mathematical Demonſtration, and there needs no 
more be ſaid to thee who art Conſummate in the 
Rennes dT; ĩͤ SS, ST 
What J eſteem a due Reflection on this is, That 
thoꝰ there be no Peril in theſe Remote Earthquabes, 
yet we know not how ſoon they will come nearer F7 
do us, neither can we be aſſured, where or when they 
will happen, or how far they will reach. It follows 
therefore by a Natural Conſequence, That fince 
theſe Things are Unavoidable, and all the Wir of 
Man cannot invent a Means to eſcape ſinking into 
the Bowels of the Earth where it breaks in; we 
_ ought to be careleſs and Indifferent what Death we 
die, and only be ſolicitous to live like Men, that is, 
acording to Reaſon. For whether our Souls ſurvive 
er no, cwill be comfortable to expire in Peace, and 
full of our own Innocence. 


paris, 3b of the 1250 Moon, 
ef the Tear 1660 
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L E ER T E R . 
To the Venerable Mu fri... 


ER Ei is now like to bea great Change: 
at this Court, Cardinal Mazarini is 
dead. He died at the Caſtle of the 
Wood of  inciennes, on the gth. of this 

be Moon, having been fick a long Time. 

There happen d a great Fire at the Lonvre (fo they 

call the King's Palace in this City) abour Five 

Weeks ago, which obliged the Cardinal, who lodgd 

chere at chat Time, to remove to his own Houſe. 

2 4 From 


From whence, for the Sake of Air, he was adviſed ® 
o his Phyſicians to go to the aforeſaid Caſt/?, But 
ill in vain: For Death, which finds Acceſs intothe FR 
ſtrongeſt Fortreſſes, purſued him thither, and led FR 
him in Triumph to the Region of Silence and Forget. FR 
Fulneſs, who had made ſo great a Noiſe and Buſtle 
in this our World. oo Bhs WT = 
It is reported, that à certain Aſtrologer foretold FR 
him, he ſhould die in this Moon. But the Cardinal! FR 
ave no Credit to him: Tho' one would think he FR 
ad ſome Reaſon to believe him in this, for the 
Sake of a Former Prediction of his, concerning the 
Duke of Beaufort, I have mentioned this Printe, 
and the Enmity that was between Mazarini and him, 
which occaſioned the Duke's Imprifonmenc in the 
Caſtle of the Wood of Vinciennes. During his Re- 
ſtraint, the fore-mentioned Aſtrologer gave it out in 
Paris, That the Duke ſhould eſcape out of Priſon 
_ preciſely on ſuch a Day. The Cardinal being in- 
formed of this, waited till the Day came, deſigning 
to puniſh the 4/irologer as a Cheat, or at leaſt to ex- 
poſe him for an Ignorant Perſon. To which End 
he ſent for him, and upbraiding him wich Pre- 
ſumption and Folly, in that the Day was now come, 
and yet the Duke of Beaufort was ſtill a Priſoner, 
without any Hopes, or ſcarce a Poſſibility of eſca- 
ping, order d him to be ſent to the Baſtile. But 
the Aſtrologer addreſſing himſelf with much Sub- 
miſſion and Earneſtneſs, ſpoke to this Effect: May 
it pleaſe your Eminence only to reſpite my Sentence till 
to Morrow, and then hang me if you do not find that I 
have ſpoke Truth. The Day which I faretold, is come 


at 33:77 
8 


indeed, but it is not paſt, A Courrier will ſoon convince 5 
you, that I have not ſtudied this Science in vain, 4 


The Cardinal mov'd with theſe Words, only con- 
_  fin'd the Afſtrologer in a Chamber of his own Palace. 
And the next Day he receivd an Expreſs, which 
gave him an account of the Duke's Eſcape, = the 

TUE 1 | | Manner 
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1 F Manner of it, viz, That on the Day before, he 


had ler himſelt down by a Ladder of Ropes into 
the CaFle-Ditch, and was no more to be ſeen or 


3 heard of. Thus the Aſtrologer eſcap'd the Cardinals 
Revenge, and got much Fame at the Court, which 


was encreas d by the Cardinals Death, falling, our 
exactly according to his Prediction. 

This Miniſter was a very ſubtle Man; and Cardi- 
nal Richlieu us'd to ſay of him, That if he wers 


minded to put a Trick on the Devil, he would only ſet 
27 Mazarini to: Work; Therefore he made him his 
= Confident, inſtructed him in all Secrets of the 
= Fench Court, the Art of Government, and on his 
7 Death-Bed recommended him to the King, as the 
> fitteſt Man to ſucceeds him in the Management of 
the Publick. He was after the Death of Lewis XIII. 


dt Firſt oppoſed by ſeveral Grandes; but the 
Queen's Authority, and that of the Prince of Conde 


ſupported him: Whence aroſe a Common Proverb - 
in thoſe Days, The Queen permits All, the Cardinal 


Commands All, and the Prince puts All i in Execution: 2 
Por this laſt had then the Office ot General. 
Ihis Miniſter was not eſteem' d fo Covetous his 
> Predeceſſor, yet he heap' d up Vaſt Treaſures; Part 
of which he beſtow d in Magnificent Buildings and 
Furniture, che Reſt he ſent into Iraly to his Fa- 
ther; who aſtoniſnd at the. Prodigious Quantities 
1 of Gold he receiv d, us d to ſay, Sure it rains:Money - 
in France. However, he made himſelf Odious to 
the Subjecls of this Nation by his Continual CE 
ſions; and they are glad he is gone... 
Tis a By. Word at Rome, when any Pope dies;. to 
ſay, Now the Dog #s dead, all his Malice is 3 
with him. But. I doubt, it will. not prove true in 
the Court of France at this Juncture. For the King 
will eicher find a Miniſter Equal in Subtilty to the 
Deceas d Cardinal, who ſhall ſupply his r cr 
m. ke the Adminiſtration of Affairs into bis 
ES D 5 | — 


58 Letter Writ By Vol. VI. 
on. Hands. Be it which Way it will, we ate like 
to ſee the fame Maxime purſu d, ſo long as Cardi. 


nal Richliou's Memoirs are in Being, who firſt taught 
this Crown to underſtand its Teer 5 


Nur, 714 ile z 4 Moon,” 
of the Tear 156. ! 
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F. E I-32: 
152585 a Diſpatch to the Mafty acquainting 
I him with the Death of the Cardinal Mazarini, 
Firſt Miniſter of State, and rhe Greateſt Fuuourite 
char ever liv'd; Now I will inform thee of ſome 1 
Paſſages, which I Omitted in my Letter to chat 
Venerable © Prelate. It is Neceſſary for me thus to 
diftribure my Intelligence, with a due reſpect ro: the 
different Quality of my*Superiars. 
Thou, ſuppoſe, 5 require ſome Account of 
his Diſpoſition and Morals, with ſuch a Character 
— 2 N this Great Genius familiar LY _ 
an dge Mir 121 0 77 41 
He ſeem = phees his chief ippideſs; \ in-aggran- 
5 ding his Mater, whom he ſerv'd with a [Zeal fo 
pure and diſintereſs d; à Loyalty fo Incorruptible, 
and h ſuch! regular Methods of Prudence and Poli- 
ey; as if in his Days, nothing were to be counted ED 
Vertue or Vice, but what eicher favour d or oppos d. 
he King of France's Intereſt. He was of a Happy 
Conſticucion for 4 Courtier, being by Nature Debo- 
"nai, Complaiſant, Affable, and of a Sweet De- 
Porrment. Yer Experience and Art, taught him 
* imptove theſe Advantages, to the Height of 
| Diffimulation. * ſhould" ſeg Caurteſie and ex- 
ue 1 8 ordinary 
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traordinary Goodneſs flowing into every Feature of 
his Face ; You ſhould hear Words breathing from - 
is Mouth, like the ſoft Benedictions of an Ange! 
vet at the ſame Time, his Heart gave the Lye to 
XZ Both. He meant nothing leſs, than that a Man 
= ſhould find him as good as his Word. He was ever 
ready to promiſe any Thing that was demanded of 
him: But in Performance, {low and full of Excuſes, . 
Prugal of his Prince's Money, and Liberal of his 
on. Magnificent in his Buildings, and the Furni- 
ture belonging to them: Aiming in all Things to 
exceed other Men, his Equals , and in ſome, to ſur- 
= paſs even Mighty Princes, his Superiours, In a 
Word, he was accompliſh'd with all Qualifications 
rvꝛequiſite in a Fortunate Courtier, and a good Stateſ- 
e 7 Yet after all, this Sublime Genius yielded to 
Death: But not like Common Mortals. He died 
2 altogether like himſe/f, without ſo much as changing 
hat ſertled Gravity, and Serene Air of his Face, as 
had been Remarkable during his Life. He made 
the King Heir of his Eſtate, and bequeathed abun- 
dance of Legacies _ „„ 
Io ſay all in Brief: If he was Great in his Liſe, . 
he was much more fo in his Death; mingling his 
laſt Breath with the Sighs and Tears of the King, 
who lamented his Departure with the Mourning of. 
4 Son for a Father. 3 i nd 


paris, 2671 of the 30 Noon, 
> of the Tear 1661. 


3 a 


A * 
* 


Go LittersWritly vol. vi. 


LETTER II. 


To Peſteli Hali, his Brother, Maſter 
the Cuſtoms at Conſtantinople. 


now in the Poſſeſſion of the Moſcovites, He has 
been there a Conſiderable Time, finding Profit by 


NMerchandiſe: For there is a vaſt Reſort; to that } 


City from China, Indoſtan, Perſia, Moſcouy, and o- 
ther Provinces of Europe and Aſia. The Roads to it, 
are daily covered with the Caravans of Trading 
People. And the River Volga can hardly ſuſtain 

the Innumerable Multitude of Veſſels that Tran- 

ſport Paſſengers with their Goods backwards and 
rwards, between Aſtracan, and the Regions round 
about the Caſpian Sea, into which that Mighty Ri- 
%% % A 
Ijſeuf is Ingenious, and has pitch d upon ſome 

Advantageous Way of enriching himfelf, which 
tempts him to take up his Abode in that City, and 

there end his Travels; or at leaſt, he will repoſe 

himſelf chere, till Fortune preſents. him with a fairer. 
Opportunity of encreafing his Wealth. 8 


In the mean Time, I perceive _ Letter, chat 


he gets Money apace, lives very happily, and has 
the Wit to keep himfelf free from te Yohe of 


Marriage, which embarafs'd him ſo much formerly.. 
He foon put that troubleſom Wife out of his Mind, 
after he had Divorc'd her; and he never fail'd to 
gratify himſelf with new Amours, where-ever he 


came in his Travels. He. writes very comically ;. 
aud I can't. forbear ſmiling, when he tells me, 2 


- \ 4 Eſterday a Diſpatch came to my Hand from 
very Remote Part of the Earth. Our Couſin FT 

ouf ſent it from Aſtracan, a Famous City for Tra. 

ck, formerly belonging to the Crim Tratars, but 


V. 
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has had as many Concubines as the Grand Signior. 
by which thou wilt perceive, that Jſouf is much. 
addicted to Gallantry. He frankly confeſſes, that 
he firſtlearned this Mode of loving at large in Perſia, 
2 eſpecially at Iſpaban; where he ſays, tis a Mark of 
Honour for a Man to be good ar Intriguing with. 
the Ladies: And he is call'd a Turk by way of 
= Diſgrace, who frequents not every Evening the 
Gardens and Houſes of Pleaſure in the Suburbs. But 
he adds, that in India the Liberty of courting Women 
is much greater. And that the very Nature of that 
Climate, diſpoſes a Man to this ſoft Paſſion. In a 
word, our Amorous Kinſman retains the ſame Hu- 
—_ mour fü. | 55 | 
let this does not hinder him from proſecuting 
his neceſſary Affairs with Diligence, and Alacrity. 
le diſpatch'd a Buſineſs for me at Archangel! in 
2? Riſa, and another at Moſco, very dexteronſly. 
Which convinces me, that he is not leſs Sedulous 
and Careful in Things which concern himſelf, He 
> ſays, the Moſcovites are the greateſt Drunkards in 
the World. Their Chief and moſt beloved Liquor, 
is what the French call, The Water of Life. Tis ar 
Chymical Drink, extracted from the Lees of Wine, 
or other Strong Beverages: ſuch as thou know'ſt 
is common among the Greeks, Armenians, and: 
= Franks in the Levant, When the Moſcovites are 
once got into a Houſe where this Near is Sold, 
t and area little warm'd and elevated with it, they 
mill not depart till all their Money is gone: Nay, . 
they will pawn their very Garments. from their 
Backs in a Frolick, rather than want their Dofe 
of this Inebriating Scuff, and go our ſtark Naked in 
the Coldeſt Weather that is, fall aſleep in the 
open Streets, and yet are ne er the worſe for it 
wien they wake, but go to their daily Work with 
* the greater Ardour. For, tis only the Common 
{ People are guilty of this. Extravagance. As for the. 
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Gentry and Nobility, they are more cloſe and re- 
ſervd in their drunken Debauches. | 
The Moſcovites, according to the Character he 
ives me of them, are a very rude and unpoliſſd 
People; Surly to one another, and extreamly rug- Þ 
ged to Strangers. They deſpiſe all other Nations 
in the World, and ſay, tis impoſſible for any Man 
to go to Heaven, who has not a Moſcovite Soul in 
him. They profeſs the Chriſtian Religion, and were 
formerly. of the Greek Church ; but now they have 
ſeparated themſelves, and ſer up a Patriarch of 
their own ; to whom ſo great a Veneration is paid, 
that the Emperour himſelf holds his Stirrop when he 
mounts on Horſe-back. _ e 
Brother, I deſire thee to ſpeak advantageouſly 
of Touf, to the Illuſtrious Kerhar Haſſan, and to 
tlie other Baſſa's of the Bench. He will be a ſervi- 
ceable Man to the Grand Signior, if encourag'd by 
ſome Place of Honour and Profit. I wiſh I could 
ſay the ſame of our Couſin Solyman. But he is too 
Wiſe in his own Conceit. „„ 
Dear Peſteli, excuſe my Abruptneſs; For my 
Hours are divided between the Service I owe to the 
Sultan, and the Affection I bear my Friends. 


Paris, 7*Þ of the su Moon, 
. of the Tear 1661. | 
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To Orchan Cabet, Student in the Scien- 


1 Have heard of thy Fame, and the Manner of thy 
I Converſion to the Law brought down from Hea- 
ven? How that from a Chriſtian. Prieſt, thou art 


824 
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pecome a Muſſul man Abdalla, that is, a Believer and 
Fervant of the True God, May thy Reward, both 
here and hereafter, be according to thy Integrity 
in this Change of Faith and Religion? For Hypocrites 
are neither Acceptable ro God nor Man. Yer moſt 
en are Proſelyted for Intereſt, Fear, or other 
Human ds. And in the Senſe of the Chriſti- 
ans, thou knoweſt, a Renegado and a Villain are Re- 
ciprocal Term. is 3 ot ee 
The Inſupportable Miſeries of Servitude, tempt 
many to embrace Circumciſton, which at once ſets 
em free, and often puts em in a Condition to mend 
their Fortunes, and live more happily than they 
did, even before they were Captives: whilſt Ambt- 
tion and Avarice, are prevailing Motives with others 
in more Profperous ' Circumſtances to be of the 
= Grand Signior's Religion, that fo they may riſe in his 
© Favour, and obtain ſome Conſiderable Preferment at 
= the Court, or Office in the Army; like the Ancient 
= Melchites among the Chriſtians, who were ſo call'd, 
= becauſe they always profeſs'd the Faith of the Gre- 
= cian Emperours, without examining whether it was 
. Orthodox or no. A Sort of Religious Paraſites, who 
would be any Thing to ſerve their own Intereſt, and 
& Adore the Devil himſelf provided their Sovereign 
& fſhew'd em an Example. 1 
{ Yer after all, there are ſome who change their 
Religion in pure Sincerity, a compell'd thereto 
by the Dint of Exalted Reaſon, and Motives of 
Vertue. Such as theſe are Thinking Men, Perſons 
| of Bold Spirits, who dare call in Queſtion the Trad?- 
tion of their Fathers, examine the Principles in 
which they were Educated, diſpute every Thing, 
and bring all ro the Standard of Natural Truth. _ 
I rejoyce to hear that thou art one of this Cha- 
racter, and not in the Number of Counterfeits or 
Bigots: For ſuch bring no Credit to the Religion 
they embrace; But rather a Scandal. Ver the Arms of 
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the Munificent Port are open to receive all who pro. 
feſs that God is One, and that Mahomet is his Apoſtle, 8 
leaving the Scrutiny of their Intention, to him who 
ſearches the Heart. 8 Es «5 
Thy Learning gives thee Fair Opportunites off 
doing Good. Put it to a Right Uſe. Convince the 
Tnfidels whom thou haſt forſaken, of their Errors; F* 
Confirm the True Believers, in the Faith without 
Blemiſh, 35 . I | ' 
Do this by Diſcourſe, by Writing, and by thine = 
own Exemplary Life, which laſt will prevail above? 
Ten Thouſand Eloquent Sermons, | i 
In a word, ſhew thy ſelf a True and Faithful 
Follower of the Prophet on Earth, and God will tranſlate 7 
thee to his Company in Paradiſe ; where Moſes will 
introduce thee, Fel will Entertain thee with Joy, 
and all the 124000 Prophets will welcome thee to 
the Pleaſures which know no End... 
Paris, 21ſt: of: the 3˙ Moon, - 
% (( 
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LETTER V. 
J the Mufti. 


W are apt to admire. ſome Strange Paſſages 
5 which we find Recorded in Ancient Hiſtory, 
and whoſe Truth is out of the Reach of any Mortal 
to prove: Yet we ſlight the Miracles which are 
before our Eyes, Evident Matters of Fact, which no 
body can contradict. Whence this ſnould proceed, 

know not, unleſs it be from a. Natural Kind of 

rowſineſs in the Soul, Common to the greateſt 
Part of Men; like the Sleep of thoſe, who cannot 
ſo ſoon be awaken d by the loudeſt Noiſes they are 
e n {Þ 
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c ccuſtom'd to, as by the ſoft and ſtill Ideas of a 
Itrange Dream; So we regard not the Things to 
Irhich we are daily habituated, tho' in themſelves 
pever ſo prodigious: Whiſt we ſtart and are a- 
maz d at the moſt Ordinary Relations of Antiquity, 
pnly becauſe they are Novel to us, and we were not 
Fye-Witneſſes of the Things themſelves. 
l formerly ſent a Letter to Cara Hali, the Sultans 
Phyſician, wherein I mentioned ſeveral Phyſicians 
pf 4rabia, who in paſt Ages, were Eminent for 
. Home Remarkable Cures. But, I tell rhee, not one 
ot them could match the King of France's Succeſs in 
Curing an Epidemical Diſtemper, which they call 
the KING's-EVIL. The General Symptoms of 
this Malady, are certain Swellings in the Face, 
Neck, or other Parts of the Body; ſometimes accom- 
panied with Blindneſs, Deafneſs, Lameneſs, and 
other Imperfections. Thoſe who are troubled with 
this Diſeaſe, flock to the King's Court at certain 
Seaſons of the Year, and being introduced into his 
2 Preſence, he only touches the Part affected with his 
Hand, and an Infallible Cure follows. 
They ſay, this Gift has been Inherent in the 
* Kings of France for many Generations: And the 
= Prieſts manify it as a Great Miracle, Bur, I tell 
© thee, all che Prodigy in my Opinion, lies in the 
Strength of the People's Imagination, which thou 
mnoweſt works half the Cure in many Diſtempers. 
The Prieſts ſtand by the King, whilſt he touches 
the Sick: They repeat their Goſpel, and uſe certain 
Prayers and Exoriſms, being veſted all in White 
| like Magicians, Theſe Ceremonies are perform'd 
wich abundance of Gravity, which ſtrikes an Awe 
into the Credulous Patients. And to render the 
Buſineſs yer more Myſterious ; whereas other Phy/:- 
cians take Money of the Sick, this Royal Æſcula- 
ius beſtows a Piece of Gold on every one whom he 
touches, which they are obliged to wear . 
: | | „ ecks 
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66 Letters Writ by Vol. VI 
Necks. as long as they live. Now whether the 
Charm lies in the Gold, or the King's Touch, or {= 
the Prayers and Ceremonies of the Prieſts, or finally 
in the Patients Fancy, it matters not much. This is 
certain, That Thouſands who come to the Kings 
Feet, very much diſorder d by this Evil, find a 
ſenſible Alteration in their Bodies, before they 
depart from his Preſence; and in a few Hours or 
Days at moſt, are perfectly recover “C. 
Perhaps, the Kings of France have ſome Magical 
or Ph ſical Tincture in their Blood. Or, it may be, 
they have found out the Philoſopher's Stone, ſo much 
talk d of; and deliver d it down to their Poſterity, 
as a Part of the Royal Inheritance. Which enables 

the peſent King, to do ſo many Prodigious Things 
both at Home and Abroad, in Peace and in War, be- 
ſicdes his Part in Curing this Sickneſs, I am no 
Roſicrucian, nor very fond or credulous of Miracles; 
yet J often wonder at the Treaſures of this Monarch, 
which appear Inexhauſtible. But the Ways of 
Kings are ſecret, and he of France is ſingular in his 
Myſterious Methods of growing Rich and Great. 
Neither do all his Magnificent Expences ſeem to 
diminiſh his Wealth. The King of Sueden has been 
his Penfioner ever ſince he began to Reign: And Mil- I 

lions of French Gold, are diſperſed among the Ger-. 
mann“ * 
Theſe Things cauſe his SubjeFs to deſcant vari- 
ouſly. But I referr em to thy Oraculous Judgment, 
whoſe Single Tefta is of Ten Thouſand Times 
more Worth, than the Decrees of a French Parlia- 

Cc abner ape 
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LETTERVE.. 


Sidon. 


Tow I will vent Holy Things, and what the 


In put on her Mourning Dreſs. The Timbrels of 
Perſia, Arabia and: Babylon were heard in the Dead 


Þ Earth, to diſcover the Occaſion of ſo much Noiſe. 
EZ and the Men of War took hold of the Sword, the 


of Clouds overcaſt the Sky, and poured forth Thun- 


Horrour poſſeſs d the Minds of Morrals, and the An- 


amd to the Hour of the Irrevocable Sentence. 


abandoned the Shadow of this World, and ſepara- 


from the Garden of Eden, and being in the Body, 


enjoyeſt the Sweets of Paradiſe. Kings would lay 
down their Crowns to raſte of thy Pleaſures, _ 
2 7 they 


Jo Mirmadolin, Santone the Vale 
| "XN | | ; 
f 


_ Divinity ſhall inſpire. The World was in 
Weeds when Foſain the Prophet was flain, and the 


„ of the Night: Their found reach'd to the Third 
EZ Heaven : The Shepherds ran to che Heights of the 


EZ The Sentinels of Forts and Caſtles gave the Alarm, 


55 Bow and rhe Spear. The Tygris Gverflowed its 
Banks, and Diarbekir became a Lake, A Dark Body 


der Lightning and Hail. Fire ran along on the 
Sands of the Deſart, and the Air was all in a Flame. 


© els themſelves were Uneafy. The Beaſts of the 
Field ran into Dens and Caves, and the Dragons 
were touch'd with Remorſe. Only the more Vene- 
mous Kifzlbaſci ſwell d with Pride: The Poyſon 
of Murther and Herefy had puffed up their Souls - 
They and their Poſterity are accurs'd to this Day, 


O Santone, Great is thy Faith, in that thou haſt 
ted thy ſelf from the Contagion of Mortals. I re- 


vere the Majeſty of thy Sublime Soul, the Intellect 
| ging at Liberty, Thou daily gathereſt Flowers 
˖ 
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they but know them; and exchange all the Cui 
of Empires, for one Moment of thy Unſpeakab!! 
Blifs. Thou Companion and Care of Angels, Du.] 
ling of the Monarch Omnipotent: 1 
Where · ever thou lieſt down, whether by Day « ? 
by Night, the Watchers Above ſtand ready win“ 
Umbrella's to skreen thee from the Scorching Bean; FR 
af the Sun, the Chilling Darts of the Moon and Star, 
and from all Injuries of Weather. The Element Fi 
go out of their Courſes to ſerve thee, and all Nat? 
_ eſpouſes thy Intereſt, — - i 
The Merchant hires a Thouſand Camels, and load 
them with the Choiceſt Riches of the Levant. e] b) 
_ endures all the Fatigues of a long and dangerou ? 
Travel, through Syria, Arabia and Perſia; runs tie, 
Riſque of Robbers, Diſeaſes, and Ten Thouſand! e 
Methods of Death: and after all his Hazards and F- 
_ Pains, is not half fo Happy nor fo Rich as thou, who p34 
| aboundeſt in Every Thing, becauſe thou defirelt 
Nothing which thou haſt not, or that is Unneceſſa. RY 
ty. The Plough-men labour for thee in the Field, and 
ſo do the Artificers in the City. The Noble and the 0 
Vulgar are thy Purveyors, and the Greateſt Sove- Þ 8 
reigns pay Tribute to thee. Every Houſe is thy 
Home, and they count themſelves Happy, under? 
whoſe Roof thou vouchſafeſt to ſleep, They are 
really ſo ; for Benediction accompanies the Perfet Þ* 
Man in all his Ways, and the Favours of Heaven over- 
take them that ſhew Kindneſs to him. Thou art 
Lord of other Men's Eſtates, and every Man's Field 
is thy Inheritance. Thou enjoyeſt the Riches of 
this World, wirhout being tainted with the Vices 
that attend em, and receiveſt Immortal Aſſu - 
rances and Seals of the Future Glory, in the Lite 
which is to come. Oh! Happy Eſtate of the Righ- 
teous! Oh! Life to be truly envied ! 
As for me, I'm like a Galley- Slave, chain'd down 
to this Oar, and forc d to Row. Inceſlantly 8 
f 95 ts : | (f 1 
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ie Maſter of the Veſſel Commands. So am Joblig d 
y obey the Dictates of my Superiours, whether 
ere be Sin in the Caſe or no. I am faſten d in the 


, FEES. 
3s 


res of this Vain World, and the more Particular 


FF Þnxicti:s of State. From all which thou art Happily 
Ice. PE 


Oh that it were Lawful for me to ſhake off the 


Ihe Fretting Yoke, and difintangle my ſelf from 
Ine Snares of Humane Policy! That I might live 
ike the Men of the Firſt Ages, who honour'd the 
Earth as their Common Mother, and made no Envious 


"Encloſures ! They ſported Innocently on her Fra- 


;erant Boſom, and never moleſted their Kind Parent, 
py Cruelty to any of her OHHpring. They ſuck d the 
Milk of her Breaſt : Her Veins ſtream'd with Wine 


70 Letter:-Mrithy Vol. VN 
thy Soul away in a Divine Tranſport, beyond tk e 
poſſibility of a Relapſe. _— © 
Holy Santone, whilſt thou art on Earth, pray u e 
me; and when thou art among the Immortals, d 
me ſome Favours which may laſt for ever. * 


Paris, 26th of the. 8* Moon, 
f the Tear 1661. 
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LETTER VI. 
. To Dgnet Oglou. 
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Y Buſineſs in this Place obliges me to keey 
M Company with all Sorts of People. Hence | |" 
indifferently aſſociate my ſelf with Stateſmen, 
Souldiers, Courtiers, Prieſts, Fidlers, Mechanicks, $8 
Seamen, or Perſons of any Profeſſion, from whon 1 
I can hope for any Improvement: For, there is hard I 
ly ſodeſpicable a Fellow in the World, who may not 
teach an Inquiſitive Mind ſomething, to which iti 
was a Stranger before. e 
Sometimes I converſe with Painters, whom I 
generally find to be Men of Wit and Senſe, but 
very lewd and diſſolute: However, they ſerve 0 [7 i 
divert my Melancholy, to which thou knoweſt Lam 
much inclin'd. For they are the merrieſt Sparks in 
che World, abounding with ſmart Repartees, Jeſis 7 - 
and Comical Stories, beſides a Hundred Mimica [7 
Tricks of gcod Buffoonry to make one laugh; that 
it is atmoſt Impoſſible to be fad in their Com- 


1 Parte) are moſt of them bred in the Academy, or 
in Colleges and Schools where the Sciences are pro- 
feſs d: It being in a Manner neceſſary, That Men 
of this Trade ſhould have a Smack of all Sorts of Þ 
: rh If CE To Po Y 
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#3 earning, and eſpecially, that they ſhould be in- 
1 jifferent good Hiſtorians; they being many Times 


cord co repreſent Pieces of Antique and Modern 


tor, without a Pattern. They have a very 
EF acetious Way alſo of telling a Story to the Life, as 


Hiſſolve the moſt ſtiff and moroſe Hadgi into 


pill ridicule the molt ſerious Matters, and turn every 
"Thing into Burleſque: For they are Admirable Sa- 
* Hyriſts by Nature. . 


Let theſe are not äll alike, bur differ in their 


Frempers like other Men. Some of them are Proud 
and Stately, others Fawning and Abject: And all 
of them great Humoriſts. 1 

7 It was an odd Whim of Martin HeemskirÞ, a Fa- 


Name. He died in the Year of the Chriſtians He- 
ira, 1574. This Man had amalſs'd together in his 
lite Time a Vaſt Quantity of Money; and having 


d. no Wife or Children, nor other Relations of his oẽ m 


Ad leave it to, he was reſolvd to do ſomething, for 
which he might be talk d of after his Death. I 
have heard of many dying Men, that have had one 


1 $5 Caprice or other in making their laſt Will and Teſta- 


ment: But thou wilt ſay this of Martin's was Sin- 
2 gular. For, on his Death bed he bequeath'd all his 
BY Maids of Heemskirk, his Birth- place, Yearly, on 
= with all the Wedding-Gueſts, ſhou'd dance on his 
BE Grave. VV . 1 
It is neceſſary for thee to know, that ſince his 


in thoſe Parts; The Inhabitants, which in his 


they 


ell as of drawing it fo in Picture. They would 


7 Haughter and Jollity, to hear how gracefully they 


I mous Painter, that was born at a Village of the ** | 
e 


Wealth to be diſtributed into Equal Dowries or Por- 
tions, wherewith to marry à certain Number of 


this Condition, That the New-married Couple, 


9 Death, there has been a great Alteration of Religion 


= Time were Roman Catholicks, are nowall Proteſtants, 
Andat rhe Time of this Change or Reformation, as 


— py Poor may gr S NP 
—ů — 
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they call it, it was the General Practice of the Pu. | 1 
teſtants, to demoliſh all Images and Croſſes where. 


ever they found em. Now it was the Cuſtom of the d 
Roman Catholichs to ſer up a Croſs at the End of 01 
every Sepulchre of the Dead. Yer, fo great a vu. 


neration have the Heemskirkers for the Memorycf? 
this Painter, that whereas there is not a Croſs to be Fig 
ſeen ſtanding in all the Country beſides ; yet his, Ihe 
being of Braſs, remains untouch d, as the only Tie? 1 
their Daughters can ſhew to his Legacy, 1 
'Twas 4 more Cruel and Inhumane Caprice of an | 
Italian Printer (I think his Name wame was Giott) ) F 
who deſigning to draw a Crucifix to the Life, 
wheadl d a poor Man to ſuffer himſelf to be bound 
do a Croſs for an Hour, at the End of which he pre 
| ſhou'd be releas d again, and receive a Conſiderable ©? 
Gratuity for his Pains. Bur, inſtead of this, as ſoon bt 
as he had him faſt on the Croſs, he ftabb'd him Ar 
Dead, and then fell to drawing. He was eſteemd Þ kv 
the greateſt Maſter in all Italy at that Time. And be 
having this Advantage, of a Dead Man hanging on Þ 
2 Croſs before him, there's no Queſtion, but he 
made a Matchleſs Piece of Work ont. 
As ſoon as he had finiſh'd his Picture, he carried 
it to the Pope, who was aſtoniſh'd as at a Prodigy 
of Art, highly extolling the Exquiſiteneſs of the 
Features and Limbs, the Languiſhing, Pale Dead- 
neſs of the Face, the Unaffected Sinking of the 
Head: Ina Word, he had drawn to the Life, not 
only that Privation of ſenſe, and Motion, which we pr 
call Death; bur alſo the very Want of the leaſt vi- t 
tal Symptom. . „„ 
This is better underſtood, than expreſs'd, Every re 
Body knows that it is a Maſter-piece to repreſent a * 
Paſſion, or a Thought well and naturally. Much 1 “ 
greater is it to deſcribe the total Abſence of theſe In- 
teriour Faculties, fo as to diſtinguiſn the Figure of a 
Dead Man, from one that is only aſleeßp. - Ef 
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Vet all this and much more, cou'd the Pope diſ- 
ern in the Admirable Draught which Giotto preſent- 
ed him. And he lik d it fo well, that he reſolved 
Jo place it over the Altar of his own Chapel: For, 
"Shou know'ſt, this is the Practice of the Vaxarenes, 
Jo adore Pictures and Images. Giotto told him, 
Fince he lik'd the Copy ſo well, he wou'd ſhew him 
he Original if he pleas d. 835 TEE 
What doſt thou mean by the Original, ſaid the 
EP ope2? wilt thou ſhew me Chriſt Feſus on the Crof? 
In his own Perfon? No, repli'd Giotto, but I'll ſhew 
pour Holineſ$ the Original from whence I drew this, 
It you will abſolve me from all Puniſhment. 
The good old Father ſuſpecting ſomething extra- 
Ldrdinary by the Painter's thus Capitulating with him, 
ptomis'd on his Word to pardon him. Which Gi- 
pdtto believing, immediately told him where it was: 
and attending him to the Place, as ſoon as they 
E vere enter'd, he drew a Curtain back, which hung 
before the Dead Man on the Cro/s, and told the 
Pope what he had done. 1 ts 


The Holy Father extremely troubl'd at fo Inhu- 
E mane and Barbarous an Action, repeal'd his Pro- 
miſe, and told the Painter, he ſhould ſurely be 
Wpurro an Examplary Death, 2 
Giotto ſeeming reſigned to the Sentence pro- 


nounc'd upon him, only begg'd leave to finiſh the 
Picture before he dy'd; which was granted him. 
In the mean while, a Guard was ſet upon him to 
prevent his Eſcape. As ſoon as the Pope had caus'd 
the Picture to be deliver'd into his Hands, he takes 
2 Bruſh; and dipping it in a Sort of Stuff he had 
ready for thar Purpoſe, daubs the Picture all over 
with it, ſo that nothing cou'd now be ſeen of the 
© Crucifix : But it was quite effac'd in all outward 
FAppearance;::i „„ | 
© This made the Pope ſtark mad: He ſtamp'd, 
© toam'd and ray'd like one in a _ þ * ; 


— 


74 Letters Writ by Vol. VI.. 
the Painter ſhould ſuffer the moſt Cruel Death thi; 
cou d be invented, unleſs he drew another full 3 
good as the former: For if but the leaſt Gm 
was miſſing, he wou d not pardon him. Bur if e 
coud produce an exact Parallel, he wou d not only ? 

J 


„ 
VIE. * 


give him his Lite, but an Ample Reward in Monej.) 
The Painter, as he had Reaſon, deſir'd this undet? 
the Pope's Signet, that he might not he in Dani . 

of a Second Repeal: Which was granted him. And“ : 
then he took a wet Sponge, and wip'd off all th:þ* f 
Varniſh he had daub d on the Picture. And the . π 0 

t. 
I 


R 


cifix appeared the fame in all Reſpects, as it 1, 
. 5 VV 43 
The Pope, who looked on this as a great Secret RF 
being Ignorant of the Arts which Painters uſe, u, 
raviſhed at the ſtrange Metamorphoſis, And to rf 8 
ward the Painter's treble Ingenuity, he abſolv'd hin?, 
from all his Sins, and the Puniſhments due ro them fp 

ordering moreover his Steward, to cover the,, 

Lure all over with Gold, as a farther Gratuity ff 
the Painter. And, they ſay, this Crucifix is the Ou 

ginal by which the moſt famous Crucifixes in E] 
are drawn, _ . | 1 

I need make no other Reflection on this, thafh* 
that as the Suppos'd Murther of Jeſus the Sou d 1 

May, is the Source of all the Chriſtians Devotin 

ſo the real Homicide which this Painter committei 
has made it more intenſe and fervent, by how mud, > 

the Crucifixes drawn after this Pattern, excel all tu 
were ſeen before them, in the Tragical Portraiuu ,; 
of the Martyr'd Meſſtas. | | 8 


And, from this Reaſon it is, that Painters are i = 
o great eſteem among the Italians, becauſe they x, 
form the Gods which thoſe Infidels Adore, It is D 
wonder therefore, that the Chief Head of thei 0 
Church, ſhould fo eaſily Abſolve Murther in a Pain ſu 


ter, as a Venial Sin, eſpecially when it is done i y 
Ordine ad Deum, as che Jeſuits lay, that is, N | 
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I mote God's Glory, as the Pope eaſily perſuaded him 
Net this was: Since Idolatry is the main Engine 
Irhich ſupports the State and Grandeur of the Ro- 
| man Court, And all the World knows, that Holy 
109 is a Type of Heaven; or at leaſt, the Crafty 
7 would fain repreſent it ſo. 
1 My Friend, thou and I have ſeen enough of 
Icheit Tricks and Holy Frauds in Sicily. Praiſe be 
to God, they had not Power to pervert us. Our 
Faith remains inviolate: We ſtill poſſeſs the Inte- 
® ority of Muſſulmans, the Native Attach we owe to 
1 the Prophet, who was ſent to Exterminate Idols. 
In a word, we Adore none but One God, Creator of 
dhe Worlds. May that Incomprehenſible for ever keep . 
us in the ſame Faith and Sk till the ene of ; 


© our Souls. 


. | Lare, 1 THI f the ge Moon, 
| : FN the Tear 1661. 
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7. Lubano Abufei Saad, an Feyprian 
3 Knight. . 


lis Court is now at Fontainb lean, and all ſeems 

to be difloly'd in Joy for the Birth of a Dau- 
Fa The Queen was ee of this young Prince, 
on the Firſt Day ofthis Aon. There's Nothing but 
0 Feaſting, Dancing and Revelling on this Account, 
5 with Bonfires and Congratulatory Addreſſes. Only che 
Dube of Orleans, the King's Brother, has lirele Rea- 
ſon to be over-merry, ſince he was the neu: Pre- 
ſumptive Heir of the Crown, in Caſe the K aied 
VMichdut Iſſue Male: For che Law: of Fr: zue ex- 
| clude a Female from Reigning, Yer, this Dube 


E 2 diſſembles 


76 Let Fers M. r it by 1 Vol. VI. "Y 
diſſembles his Inward Grief, for being thus put by | 
his Hopes, and appears as Joyful as the Father him. FR 
felf. He huggs and admires the Royal Babe, with. FZ 
ing him Health and Long Life in a Compliment, 2 
whom he really could rather wiſh out of the World 
or atleaſt, that he had never come into ir. So vi- 
olent are the Temptations ro a Crown, ſo ſtrong the Ft 
Defire of Empire, That the Nearneſs of Relatun, 
which endears the Reſt of Mortals one to another, 
eſtranges the Hearts of Princes from thoſe of their | © 
own Blood, if they ſtand in the Way of their Am. 
bition. And I can aſſure thee, the French do nit FX 
ſpare to ſay, the Dihe of Orleans has enough of FR. 
this Vice to attempt great Things, were not his 
Genius over-aw'd, by the Matchleſs Fortune and“ 
„„ Bone HESTON, We 
Neither is the King himſelf Inſenſible of this; re.. 
membring with what Warmth the Duke received“ 
the Flattering Addreſſes of ſome Courtiers, during 
his Brother's dangerous Sickneſs, when the PH. 

cians had well-nigh given him over tor a Dead | 
Man. | 55 VVV 1 

J was acquainted with this Paſſage but lately, by 
Oſmin the Dwarf, who watches all the Motions f 
this Court. He tells me that the King being in- 
form'd, a Rumour was whiſpered among tlie Gran. 
dees of his Death, cauſed them all to be ſent for, 
and to paſs chrough his Chamber, whilſt the Cur- 
rains of his Bed were drawn open, thar they might 
ſee their Sovereign alive, tho* in a bad State o 
Health. He ſays moreover, That the true Reaſon, 
why ſeyeral Lords of late have been removed from 
their Offices about the King, is becauſe he reſented 
ill the too early and paſſionate Court they made to 
the Dube of Orleans, on the Report of his Brother's 
Death. Tis natural to all Men to love themſelves, 


2 
Co — 


and to deſire the Diſpoſal of their own Affairs. No 2 
Man would be content to haye his Eſtate given awas Þ 


by his Servants at their own Diſcretion. And 
"XZ Sovereign Monarchs are the moſt Jealous of all 
Nen in ſuch Caſes : Particulary, the King of France 
is known to be a Prince very ſenſible of his Honour, 
and ſoon touched in that Point, by the leaſt Appea- 
© ranceof Diſ-reſpe& in his Subjects, and of Incroach- 
ment in this Neighbours, 1 85 
4s for the Duke of Orleans, he is a Prince of no 
great Character, either as a Souldier, or a Stateſ- 
man. Neither has he been much talked of in the 
World, till the Beginning of this Year, when he 
|= Married an Engliſh Princeſs, by Name Henrietta, 
Daughter, to the late Murther'd King of that Nation. 
os e have had another Match here alſo, between 
the late Duke of Orlegnce's Daughter, and the Prince 
of Toſcany, Theſe things occaſion various Dif 
courſe among thoſe who pretend to weigh exactly 
the different Intereſts of Chriſtian Courts, eſpecially 
of ſuch as are concerned in the New Alliances. 
For, the Greateſt Monarchs here in the Weſt, mar- 
ry only for Profit and Advantage, to Fortifie 
bk x Hive by a cloſer Union with the Mouſe to 
if © which they are Ally d. Whereas our Eaſtern Princes 
1- only indulge their Paſſions in the Choice of their 
Wives; admitting none to their Embraces, but tho 
moſt Exquiſite Beauties that can be found. And 
where they once pitch their Phancy, they neither 
regard Riches, Honour, or any other Recommen- 
dation, ſave what their Love ſug-eſts; being them- 
ſelves Inexhauſtible Fountains of Wealth, Nobility 
and good Fortune to all who have the Happineſs ta 
be in their Favour. 1 5 
They ſcorn to ſell themſelves, and proſtitute the 
Glory of their Diadems to a Foreign Prince, for the 
= Sake of a little Gold, and much more Trouble, with 
= a proud Female, whom perhaps they, never ſaw, 
et this is the common Practice among the Princes 
of che Nazarene Belief, Who conſider not, chat in- 


3 ſtead 


- 5 
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ſtead of a Wife, a Partner of their Empire, and 3 
Friend, they often entertain a Snake, a Traytor, an 
Enemy: Eſpecially if ſhe be a Woman of Wit and 
Intrigue, as moſt of them are. This made the 
now Queen-Mother, the Reli of Lewis XIII. fu. 


pected by her Husband; and the preſent Queen of 'F 


France 1s under the like Circumſtances: And i 
will always be ſo, where Princes Match themſelves 
afcer this manner, and cannot debar their Wives 
from holding a ſecret Corgeſpondence with the Fa. 
mily from which they Deſcend. | 
Aſſuredly, the Ottoman Politichs are the moſt re- 
- fined and ſecure of any in the World; our Religion 
moſt Hol), and our Morals moſt Sound. Which 
Three are evident Signs, That: God has taiſed up 
this Sacred Empire, to ſubdue all the Nations on 
Earth, and bring em to the Faith of his Divine 


+ of the Tear 1661. 
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e 
' To Cara Hali, Phy/ician to the Grand 
e 73 5 


m_ 


* * 


I Am now in my Chamber by a Glowing Fire, 
| wanting Nothing that can comfort a Reaſonable 
Man: Whilſt 1 hear the Winds whiſtling, thc 
Snow driving upon my Windows, and the hollow 
Voices of the Watch preclaiming a Night little lets 


Cold, than that /zſting one they feel in the Artich 


C cle once a Year, Yet I wiſh my ſelf in a Plain, 
or on the Top of ſeme High Mountain, where | 
might feel Nature in the moſt Rigid of all her Hu- 
. 8 5 mours. 
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Es mours. I love Variety, and 'ris 2 Pain to be confined 
co Pleaſure it ſelf, when tis all of one Kind, or 
Phat Tm us d to. x e 

Tis to thee, my Dear Ilaly, I owe this Thought, 

EZ when you told me once, as we were welking toge- 

ES ther in the Cemetery of Sultan Solymon's Zſque, 

bat Man is made for all Things. n 


I remember the Elegance and Force of Reaſon 
with which you explained your Sentiments, upon a 
EZ Loſs which I had then ſuſtained by Shipwrack , 
= comforting me with this Reflection, that all the 
EZ Gains on Earth are only Burthens : all the Riches, 
2 Honours, Pleaſures, and whatſoever is deſired by 
Mortals, are but fo many Clogs to tie us faſter to 
this Little, Narrow Globe, where we are born, to 


IE * Ju 


= trample on as our Foot-ſtool. © 
All this is true; but IT conſider farther, That the 
= Occurrences of this Life ought to be received wich 
Indifference, and we ſhould be as Chearful in a p 
| Priſon, as in a Palace; becauſe Nothing can happen. .. 
to us, which was not decreed. by Fate. Methinks I , 
could go as freely to-Torments in a Juſt Cauſe, as 
to a Sumptuous Banquet. I could ſmile at the Ma- 
lice of my Perſecutors, and triumph o'er the Vain 
Executioners, when I ſee them ſweat at their Inhu- 
mane Toil, and yet can never have their Wills of a =_ 
Soul caſt in ſuch a Mold as mine, whatever they may q 
dd with my Body. Tho' they excruciate me with a 
* Thouſand Inventions of Cruelty, tho they reduce 
me to Athes, yet they cannot rob me of my Reaſon, 
Neither Fire, nor Sword, nor Rack, nor any other 
* Inſtrument of Barbarous Rage, can hurt my 
Thoughts. I ſhall ſtill have the Power of Medita- 
ting, in Spire of em all: And I eſteem That the 
Specifick Happineſs of a Rational Creature. There's 
no ſuch Thing as Pleaſure or Pain, but what our 
Opinion makes ſo. I have try'd to handle Fire; 
I've graſped hot burning Coals in the palm of my 
. | E 4 Hand, 
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Hand, with which 1 now write. The devouring JR 1 
Element ſoon faſtened on my Skin, and ear its way JR | 
through into my Fleſh, whilſt T was buſy in Con. 
templating its Nature and Effects, without being FR x 
concern d in any Senſe of Pain. I kept a rite Rein, | 
and curb'd my So I held it within Compaß, x 
and would not ſuffer it to winch, or laſh, or floune! f 
out of it ſelf, or deſcend into my Body, to reſcue x 
the Part affected, or be concern d at ics Grievance, Þ  , 
But when I reflected on the Inconveniences that might ; 
follow, and that it would hinder me from ſerving #72 « 
the Grand Signior and my Friends, I threw the 7 
Coals away, well ſatisfied that I had made tte x 
Experiment without prejudicing my Reaſon, ot 1 
falling into any Paſſion Unbecoming a Man. 
I take as much Pleaſure in Faſting, as in Eating 
or Drinking; in Labour, as in Reſt; in Watching, e 
as in Sleep. There's no Exceſs or Contrariety in Na-. 1 , 
ture, which does not afford me as much Delight as , 
Mediocrity, or the Golden Mean it ſelf. I find Guſt t 
in every Thing that happens to me. And this I 
take to be the Proper Part of a Myſſulman, or of one 
J A Tn | 
FTet this hinders me not from buſtling in the f 


World, and proſecuting my Buſineſs with Alacrity Þ* 
and ſome Eagerneſs. We are born for Action, 1 
and not wholly for Thought. Tis a mix'd Life ( 
we are to lead on Earth. But when I fail of my, 
End or deſired Succeſs in any Undertaking, I am not : 
troubl'd, conſidering I was born to encounter Exil , 
as well as Good in this Mortal State. 9 5 7 

In all that I have ſaid, I do not pretend to the f 
Celebrated Apathy of the Stoicks. I feel Pleaſure 
and Pain from the ſame Objects which thus affects 
other Men: Bur I feel em wich Indifference, nor 
ſuffering my Underſtanding and Judgment to parti- 
cipate with my Paſſion and Senſe, = 
I have perceived my ſelf ſometimes in . 

5 whic 


a * - * P 1 
ö r n ad * F 
FFT ao DOS SS 2 wb 3 
DA a re SC CAÞF SHES 95,97; . 6 


E th 9 3 223 FEE 5 
—— — 
22 a — wy — 282 


vol. v. 2 S a PARIS. 87 
wich I thought exactly anſwered the Character of 
y FS thoſe which dying Perſons feel. And I believe 


they were in a Degree the very ſame : Let I found 


no panick Fears upon me, no Dread of that 
„Amazing Change: Bur rather certain Blooming 
„ 7 Hopes, Young, Tender Springing Joys, ariſing 
from the Thoughts of a New Lite, the Unavoidable 
e Effect of that which we call Death, wherein I pro- 
© | 7 mifed my ſelf the Pleaſure of Freſh Enjoyments 


oo RE RE TOI Fo Rs 
> If thou thinkeſt this too Extravagant, and that 
=> Death is not a proper Object of our Wiſhes, yet thou 


a 


entertain us with Novelties which we never were 
© acquainted with before, which recommends it” 
under a very deſirable Figure, becauſe Humane Na- 
ture perpetually covers New Things. . 
have ſeen Perſons Condemned to Death here in 

Faris, who have been offer d Life on certain Condi- 
tions not agreeing with their Humour; yet have re- 
= fuſed it, and rather choſe Death which they knew 
2 would free em at once from all their Preſent Trou- 
bles. And thou know'ſt with what Reſignation our 
©: Greateſt Baſſa's ſubmit their Necks to the Executio- 


8 


ED 


OL 


| their Lifes; All that they reply to the Fatal Mau- 

date, is, The Will of my Sovereign Lord be done. 

They at once gather up all rhe Strength of their 
d 


ſcattered Reaſon, and ſhrink their dilated 'Souls tor 
a2 Point, Then with a Re-doubled Force, they 


I ſhake off their Inclinations to Honours, Riches, and 

che Pleaſures of this Life, as a Man rowzes from a 
long Dream or Trance. With Smiles and a pro- 
found Submiſſion they kiſs the Royal Firme, being 
Z awaken'd to. the Thoughts of more Illuſtrious and 
: 1 „ E 3. Se'iene 


tand Diverſions, to which I was wholly then a 


nith ſufficient Arguments of Content and Acquieſ- 
cence, ſince no Man can avoid it, and it is ſure to 


wilt at leaſt acknowledge, that it may furniſh us“ 


ners, when the Grand Signior thinks fit to call for- 
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Serene Joys than this groſs Earth affords, even to 


the Ineffable Pleaſures of Eden, the ſure Reward of | 4 


thoſe char die in Obedience and Peace : Since they 
are to be eſteemed Martyrs, as well as thoſe-who 
meet Death in the Field of the Sacred Combat, in 
the War for our Holy Faith. . 
Oh! That it were my Lot thus to expire in Ho. 
nour, to have my laſt Breath mixed with the De- 


vout Aſpirations and Suffrages of True Believers, | 


that ſo my Example might edify others, and the 
Publick Character of an Untainted Loyalty might 
benefit my ſelf: Whilſt Fame proclaimed it before 
my Arrival at the Inviſible Regions, to prepare the 
Ghojts of Juſt Men to bid me welcome, and give me 
2 Kind Reception who am yet wholly a Stran- 
ger in thoſe Parts of the World: For Death it 
elf cannot baniſh me out of the Univerſe, And 
there's my laſt comfort. „ 
Thou my dear Phyſician, wilt conclude, I'm Me. 
lancholy by this Kind of Diſcourſe. But ] tell thee, 
tis only another way of Expreſſing the Secret 
Pleaſure and Tranquility of my Soul, which is 
more to be valued by him that enjoys it, than all 
the Laughter and Extravagant Mirth in the World. 
Theſe only ruffle our Paſſions, and raiſe a Duſt in 
our Eyes: whereas the other compoſe and purity 
our Reaſon, giving us a Conſtant Proſpe& of Things 
Paſt, Preſent, and ro Come. So that we can never 


be at a Lofs, but always ready equippd for. the 


worſt Contingencies, Hali, Adieu. 


Paris 15*" of the 12'* Moon 
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£5: Jo the fe ae. 
E Court of France in all things endeavours to 
BW T imitate the Ancient Grandeur of the Roman 
* © © Emperours, and their Policy. As They had their 
» Þ © Amphitheatres, whereon were exhibited all Sorts of 
© © Shows and Spe&acles to divert the People in Time 
of Peace; ſo have Theſe their Theatres whereon ac- 
* © © cording to the more Acceptable Mode of the pre- 
* © ſent Age, are repreſented the Various Kinds /of Ver- 
wu and Vice; Men's Follies, and Perfections; Mo- 
dern Humours, and the Ancient Morality ; Intrigues 
of Love, and of State; Surprizing Actions of War, 
and the Subtle Overtures of Peace; The Tyranny of 
So ereigne, and Rebellion of Subjects. In fine, 
whatſoever is treated of in Books, is here Acted to 
the Life on the Stage, and with ſo much Advan- 
tage of Scenes, Interludes, Muſick, Dances, Lan- 
guage, Wir, Humour, and the like Charming 
E Circumſtances, That a Man at ſome Hours cannot 
better paſs away his Time, than in being preſent ar 
1 theſe Entertainments. Where all that he has read, 
either in Ancient or Modern Hiſlory, deſerving Re- 


mark, ſhall be ſucceſſively preſented to his View, 
= as efficaciouſly as if the Perſons were now living, 
and in preſence, whoſe Actions cach Play deſcribes. 
© There you. ſhull be introduced as it were, into. 
the Court and Camp of the Grand Crus: You ſhall 
ag accompany Alexander the Great in his Expeditions : 
through Aſia: You ſhall fee him die of Poiſon at 
& Babylon,- and the Macedonian Empire Cantoniz'd 
among his Officers : You ſhall beheld all the Roman 
= Ceſars in their Riſe and Fall; With whatſoever 

Particalacities were obſervable in this or any other 
= Renown'd Monarchy on Earth; 5 excluding the 


laſt 
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laſt and moſt Univerſal Empire of the Ottomans. 
For theſe Infidels prefume to act o'er again, the 
Part of Temerlain, and lead about in Dramatich 
Triumph, the Encag'd, yet ſtill Invincible Bajazet. 
In Habits, which only become the deſtin'd Congue- 
rors of the World, theſe Slaves dare perſonate the 
Glorious Solyman, Mahomet the Great, the Victori. 
cus Selim, and even Amurat himſelf, the Stouteſt 
Emperour that ever Reigned: I mean, the Uncle of 
our preſent Sovereign. 3 
Beſides True Hiſtory thus repreſented, the Specta- 
tors are ſometimes diverted with Fabulous Entries 
of Gods, Nymphe, Fauns, Satyrs, Muſes, Graces, Mon. 
ers, and whatſoever we find in the Ancient Poets. 
here you ſhall ſee Prometheus fetching Fire from 
Heaven, to give Life to his Men of Clay; Lycaon 
transformed into a Wolf, for his Inhoſpitable Car- 
riage to Jupiter; Ganymede ſnatched up into Heaven 
by an Eagle and made Jupiter's Cup-bearer, for his 
: — * Beauty. It is pleaſant alſo to ſee Phrixu 
with his Siſter Helle, ſwiming o'er the Helleſpont on 
the Back of a Ram, with a Golden Fleece ; whilſt ſhe 
For Fear, falls off, and is drowned: And from her 
Name | Helle] that Sea is ſuppos d to be ſo called, 
In the mean while, Phrixus ſwims forward, and 


arrives at Colchis, where he ſacrifices the Ram, and 


hangs the Golden Fleece up in the Temple; which 


was afterwards ſtole away by Fon and his Argo- 


nauts. It is equally diverting, to ſee the Artifice of the 
Scenes and Machines, which repreſent Jupiter trans- 
forming himſelf into a Show'r of Gold, and fo deſ- 


cending into Danae's Lap, when he begers Perſeus 


on her, who ſubdued the Gorgons, and with Me- 
duſa's Head, turned the Cephen Nobles into Statues. 
In a word, all the Ingenious Fictions of Orphe us, 
Homer, Heſiod, Ovid, and the reſt of the Greek and 
Roman Poets, are here tranſlated, not fo much 


from one Language to another, as from Words to. 


Actions 


| Yol VI. « Sy at PARIS. 8; 


Actions, and from Dead, Inanimate Characters, to 


1 Living Figures of the Things themſelves. For 


1 theſe ſort of Plays are acted by Men, Women and 


Children, culled out and Educated for that Pur- 
poſe. And the Managers are at a vaſt Charge, for 


f 3 Variety of Proper Scenes and Dreſſes for every Oc- 
caſion; each Actor being exactly Apparell'd accor- 


5 ding to the different Quality of the Perſons repre- 


ſented, and the Mode of the Age and Country 
wherein they lived. Bo . 


Theſe Sort of Divertiſements, are very agreeable 
both to the Court and the City. The King takes 


great Delight in them, eſpecially in Ballets and 
Paſtorals, which conſiſt chiefly of good Songs and 


Dances, mixed with bold and uncouth Entries of + 
Antiques, repreſenting Monſters and Devils, as the 


Chriſtians uſually deſcribe 'em. 


But there was may a check given to their Sport, 

has ſurpriz d all People that 
hear of it, and has puzzl'd the moſt Intelligent 
Heads to give an Account of ſo ſtrange an Occur- 


by an Accident whic 


rence. 5 PE 
On the 19th of this Moon, the King and the 
whole Court were preſent at a Ballet, repreſenting 
the Grandeur of the French Monarchy. About the 
middle of rhe Entertainment, there was an An- 
tique Dance perform'd by twelve Maſquerades, in the 


ſuppos'd Forms of Demons. Bur before they had 


advanced far in their Dance, they found an Interloper 
amongſt em, who by gs the Number ro 
Thirteen, put em quite our of their Meaſures ; 


For they practiſe wy Step and Motion before- 
hand, till they are perfect. Being abaſh'd there- 
fore at the unavoidable Blunders the Thirteenth 
Antique made em commit, they ſtood ſtill like 


Fools, gazing at one another: None daring to un- 
mask, or ſpeak a word; for that would have put 


all the Spectators into a Ditorder and. Confuſian, 
„„ e Cardina 
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Cardinal Maxarini (who was the chief Contriver 
of theſe Entertainments, to divert the King from FE 
more ſerious Thoughts) ſtood cloſe by the Youngs [FE 
Monarch, with a Scheme of the Ballet in his Hand 1 
Knowing therefore, that this Dance was to conſiſt 
but of Twelve Antiques, and taking Notice that 
there were actually Thirteen, at Firſt imputed it to 
ſome Miſtake, But afterwards when he perceived 
the Confuſion of the Dancers, and that they could 
nor proceed, he made a more narrow Enquiry into 
the Cauſe of this Diſorder. To be brief, they con- 
vinc'd the Cardinal, that it could be no Error of 
theirs, by a kind of demonſtration, in that they © 
had but Twelve Antique Dreſſes of that Sort, which! 
were made on purpoſe for this particular Ballet; 
whereas the Thirteenth Dancer was diguis'd after | © | 


the ſame manner. Therefore they concluded, that 
either the Devil or ſome body elſe, had put a 
Trick on em. That which made it ſeem the greater 


Myſtery was, that when they came behind the 
Scenes to uncaſe, and examine the Matter, they 
found but Twelve Antiques, whereas on the Stage 
there were Thirteen, FOOT Rnd 
The preciſer Sort of Bigots gave it out for certain, 
That the Devil was amongſt 'em : Whilſt others 
more probably ſay, Twas only ſome Envious or 
Ambitious Dancing-Maſter, who was either refolv'd | 
to be reveneg'd for not being one of the Twelve, r 
defign'd to ſhew his Parts Incognito, againſt another 
Opportunicy, and in the Interim, ſer the Court a 
wondring at his Singular Skill and Dexterity : For 
it was obſerv'd, That one ct che Thirteen far ſur- 
paſs'd all the Reſt, and did Things to a Miracle. 
Be it how it will, it has brought ro Memory a 
Paſſage that happen'd on the like Occaſion at a 
Town not far from Pars, about Eighteen Years 
ago, yer was nor hal: ſo much ralk'd of then, as 
cis now; Which was the Reaſon, I tock no 8 
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ol it in any of my Letters. But now they are bi 
with it; Tis the general Diſcourſe of all Com- 


panies, who make Compariſons of that Event with 


his. Perhaps twill not be unpleaſant to thee to 


know it. 7 CO 
In the Year 1644. toward the latter End, a Com- 
pany of Stage-Players were at a Place call'd Vitry, 


entertaining the People with Comedies z But there 
happen d ſomething really Tragical to one of the 
Adlers. This Man was to perform the Part of one 


Dead, and then he was to revive again by Magick. 
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Hie acted his Part too truly, and bafffd the Necro- 
mancer's Art. For when he rouch'd him wich his 
2 Taliſman, as the Rules of the Play requird, in Or- 
der to his Reſurrection, the Inanimate Trunk could 

not obey. The Man was Dead indeed, 


Whether he overſtrained himſe]f in imitating the 
the Silent, Still, and Irrecoverable Privations of 
that paſſive State, and gave his ſlippery Soul a ſtrong 
Temptation, with a fair Opportunity to eſcape its 
Bounds; Or, whether Heaven had a Particular Hand 


in ſo Remarkable a Cataſtrophe, I will not preſume 


to divine. But this and the other Occurrence, has 
put the People quite out of Conceit with Plays. 
Sage Hali, remember the Arabian Proverb, which 
ſays, Tis not good to Feſt with God, Death or the 
Devil. For the Firſt neither can, nor will be mocked; 
the Second mocks all Men, one Time or other; and the 
Third puts an Eternal Sarcaſm on thoſe that are tog 
familiar with him. Adieu. e 4 


paris, 30 5 0 the 1ſt Moon, 


2 the Tear 1662. | 


fſulman in my Poſt, to demonſtrate my Incorruptible 
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LETTER X. 
To Dgnet Oglou + 


Es = == 


| 8 OD unravel my Soul, reverſe my Faculties, 
fo turn my Nature inſide out, make me a Monſter 
of a New Predicament, or annihilate me, which he 
pleaſes, if Iam not true to my Truft ; Vet the Mi- 
niſters:of the Port ſuſpect me. © © Ef 
By the Thoughts of Ma homet our Holy Lau. giver, 
whilſt he was climbing the boundleſs Heights -of 
the Firmament, Ive a Heart like the Roman Curtis, 
who bravely leap'd into the Fathomleſs Abyſs to ſave 
his Country from Ruin. They miſtake Mahmut, 
Who think he'll be pimp'd out of his Loyalty by 
Frowns or Smiles, Flatteries or Threats, Gold or Tor- 
tures, I'd run the Riſque of Damnation it ſelf to 
ſerve my Sovereign, or to do any Thing becoming a 
Man of Honour. Yet my Superiours uſe me like a 
villain or a Traytor. Their Letters are full of Re- 
proaches and Threatnings, as if I were not wor- 
thy to live. Tis ſtrange to me, whence all this 
Malice ſhould proceed; and that after I have done 
and ſuffered all that could be expected from a Mu/- 


OSHEARET TO OS IE EO OUR SU IRE T5 2 e ; ; . e ee ee 


Fidelity to the Grand Signior, I ſhould ſtill be per- 
- — as a Tiafer, and Enemy to the Ottoman In- 
tereſt. I know not what to think of it. 
If I have done any thing which deſerves Death 
or Impriſonment, why do they not fend for me to 
Conſtantinople, and execute Tuſlice on me? Or if I 
am not thought fir to continue any longer in this 
Pot, why do they not call for my Commiſſion, and 
give it to ſome Body better qualify'd? Either of 
_ theſe wou'd be a merciful Proceeding, compard 
with the more Cruel and Ignominious Way ey 
9s Ve 


3 have invented to murther me; For, now they put 
me to a lingring Death, by continually corroding 
and waſting the Piece of my Soul, which is my 


life, wich Contempts and Reproaches. 


EZ Atheiſm, or ſay, I'm a Kyfilbaſchi, a Libertine, a 
2 Chriſtian, a Heathen Philoſopher ; or when they are 
pleas d ro make a Monſter of me, a Mungrel Galli- 
EZ mayfry, a walking Hotchpotch, compounded of 
Je, Turk, Nazarene and Epicure. In loading me 


6 


ſome of the Greateſt Mortals, and engage even our 
Hoh Prophet himſelf to eſpouſe my Cauſe, and 
vindicate my Reputation; ſince he is in theſe very 


2 


nfidels forgetting that their own Meſſtas was after 
the like Manner traducd by the Fews, who call'd 
him Impoſtor, Magician, Heretich, Devil, and I 


len and Prophets, to be envied and aſpers'd by the 
= Grandees of the Nation and Age wherein they livd: 
Becauſe they boldly reprov'd their Vices, and 
taught them the ſincere Maxims of Vertue both by 


nnen 
eee eee 


or Perfect Men; yet I have Reaſon to conclude, 
Account of the Liberty I take to reprehend the Er- 


Gland Signior as well as I: Tho I have been com- 
manded to do this by the moſt Auguſt Miniſter of 


be told of their Faults. They wou'd live Arbi trary 


They will rather cheriſh a Thouſand Flatterers and 
Sycophams, than ſuffer one Diogenes to live. 
But that which vexes me moſt, is, That they 

glance upon me in ſome Expreſſions, as if 1 215 
9 1 
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I am not at all rroubl'd when they tax me with 


| wich theſe opprobrious Titles, they rank me with 
Terms blaſphem'd by the Followers of Jeſus : Thoſe 


know not what. This has been the Lot of all Holy 


© rors and Failings of thoſe, who are Slaves to the 


= Were in IDEN T rms . 
ns) 


Word and Example. And though I have not Vanity 
ewdughe to liſt my ſelf in the Number of Prophets, 


That all this Perſecution is rais'd againſt me, on the 


the Empire. Bur great Men in Power, love not to 


= as Sovereigns, without the leaſt Check or Controul. 


Vs. 


\ 
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falſe to the Truſt which is repos'd in me. A Crime 

for which I ever had an Invincible Abhorrence, |" 
and which wou'd ſooner tempt me a Thouſing ? 

Times to die, than to be onee guilty of it. Thou pe 
know'ſt my Temper, and I need ſay no more. = 
I ſhou'd have burſt with Grief and Indignation, th 
had I not given my Reſentments this Vent, and that 

to a Friend, who by knowing my Affliction, takes p 
one Half of it for his own Sfare and ſo I'meas'd, = 


Paris, 20 of the 4*" Moon, 
of the Tear 1662. 


WW 


e TEA-X 
To Abraim Eli Zeid, Hadgi, Preacher 
5 to the Seraglio. 


THE have a Proverh here in the Weſt, which 
1 fays, All is not Gold that gliſters. And tis fre- 
quently verify'd in their own Prieſts, who are gene- Þ 
rally the greateſt AXypocrites in the World. © -* 
1 had not been long in this City, before'I ſent a 
Letter to Bedredin Superiour of the Derviſes of Cogni 
in Natolia, whoſe Soul is now with God; wherein! 
gave him an Account of the Converſe I once had 
with a Feſuite, For, pretending ro be a Student 
and Retainer to the Clergy, I cou'd not avoid the 
Company of Ecclefiaſticks ; Befides, It was my In- 
tereſt to inſinuate into their Acquaintance; and to 
tell the Truth, I have made it a great Part of my 
Buſineſs to nun a Familiarity with Prieſts and Der- 
viſes, ever ſi 


nce I came hither. OT 

; There was Abundance of Reaſon for this, on ſe- 

veral Accounts. For I improv'd my ſelf much by 

| oft them, that are Learned ; 7 
1 an 


the Society of thoſe among 


3 ; F 
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nd I edify d not a little by the very Ignorance and 
"Follies of others. From ſome I ſqucez d out Secrets 
of State, and the Deſigns of Cabals: By others I 
pvpenetrated into the Myſterious Vices of their own 
order. In a Word, all of them taught me ſome- 
thing or other which I knew not before; and I ne- 
ver had Occaſion to repent of keeping them Com- 
1 1 1 Te ed a particular Friendſhip with an Ho- 

neſt Friar or Two in this City, who were Perſons 
of Candour and Learning: But, now they are 
Dead. Beſides, I have had no ſmall Intimacy 
uith Cardinal Richlieu, and his Succeſſor Mazarini. 
I tell chee, if J had not coveted the Friendſhip of 


I 


. 


theſe Princely Prieſts, yet it had been impoſſible to 
ö Elcpe their Knowledge, as obſcure a Figure as 1 
make. For, it was their conſtant. Practice, thus to 

ſeek out all the Strangers and Travellers in this 


City, under Pretence of that Great Regard they 
had for Men of Merit; but in Reality, to pump out 
of them Foreign Secrets. T 
Cardinal Richlien profeſs'd a great Kindneſs to 
me, becauſe I had been at Conſtantinople and in o- 
ther Parts of the Grand Signior's Dominions. He 
ſeem d alſo to value me nor a little for my Skill in 
i © Interpreting Greek, Sclavonick, and other Languages 
of the EaF, What he thought of me in's Heart, I 
cannot divine; but I have Reaſon to think, he ſu- 
ſpected me for a Muſſulman. And yer I wonder he 
never ſearch'd for the main Proof, the Mark of Cir- 
© cumcifion. Perhaps, 'rwas an Effect of his Good 
Nature, as being loath to ruin me Irrecoverably. 
but, I rather aſcribe it to Providence, which wou'd 
not ſuffer him, it may be, to make ſo Fatal a Re- 
= tleftion : Yer, by his Order ſome Years ago, I 
was Imprifon'd for Six Moons, What the Meaning 
on't was, I could never dive into. But I had a 
| ſhrewd Jealouſy of a certain Tranh lvanian Reſident 
W - ; as At 


7 
y 

4 

7 


+7 


vern em in their Ripeſt Years. Beſides, they have 


\. 
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at this Court, who perhaps might do me ſome i] 4 
Offices. The World's like a Lottery, wheren ! 
we muſt expect ro meet with many Unluch ! 
Chances. 3 We, 4 
Buy what I have ſaid, thou wilt eaſily perceive, 
That though the Prieſts make a fair Semblance oft, 
Piety, Morrification, and other Religious Vertucs, RY 
yet they are great Buſy-bodies, and wholly taken j 
in Secular Affairs. e 54 
If this were the Worſt Character they deterv, iT 
they might paſs for very Good Men, and neceſlar; {Fa 
Inſtruments of the Publick Welfare: Becauſe, they a. 
have the Tutelage and Guardianſhip of all Mens 
Conſciences; they form 'em in their Youth, and g- 


many Advantages of ſtudying the Politicks, more 3 
than other Men, as being all Educated in the Acad: We 
mies, where if they be nor very dull, they cannot Wu 
fail of becoming good Hiſtorians, and Indifferent Wet 
Stateſmen. For, their Libraries abound with. all I 
Manner of Ancient and Modern Writers, and their 
Converſation is generally refin'd and pregnant in 
i ie 
But they corrupt their Learning, with falſe 
Maxims which they borrow from an Intolerable 
Pride and Senſuality; perſuading themſelves, that 
they are as far above other Men, that is, the Laity, 
as thoſe are above the Beasts; That God has be- 
ſtow'd cn them a Dignity Superiour to that of che 
Greateſt Temporal Monarchs ; and, in fine, That 
this Earth is a Paradiſe, and themſelves che Gods 
and Lords of it. ket 4 
When I ſpeak at this Rate of the Nazarene Prieſts, W 
_ underſtand me not without Reſtriction. There are 
ſome Good and Holy Men amongſt chem, Perſons [ 
of Unblemiſh'd Manners, and Incorrupt Sincerity. 
But, theſe are very rare; and the French Prieſts are 
eſteem d the moſt fincere of any within the Pale of 
che Roman Church, | As 
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FS. for the Italian Clergy, hows are mere Libertines , 
ae moſt debauch d and profligate Fellows in the 
IV orld. 

1 1 the Jew, a late Private An ofthe Grand 

Fignior, who had travell d up and down through all 
1 taly, and reſided a confiderable Time in the Chief 
'{Tirics and Towns of Note, made many curious Ob- 
\ © Fcrvations and Remarks on the Lives of the Prieſts, 
EX hich he ſet down in his Journal. This I have by 
. 7 e now, it being ſent me, according to my Defire, 
after his Death by Zeidi Alamanzi, his Succeſſor i in 
that Station, who is at preſent at Venice. | 
I have perus'd this Relation my ſelf, with no 

mall Pleatar re; and believe twill not be unwel- 
come to thee, to give thee an abſtrat of what he 
ſays. 
5 7 is poſſible, he may exaggerare ſome Things, 
e deliver himſelf too partially in others, out ot 
the Natural and Inherent Averſion the Jews have 
I bor the Chriſtians. But thou wilt find, that in the Main, 
: © he inſiſts only on ſuch Reflections as it becomes any 
4 ; Man to make , who. has the leaſt Spark of Common 
i 7 Morality and Reaſon. 1 

# In the Firſt Place, he finds Fault with the Eceles 

: 2 Wi aſticks, in that they abſtain from Marriage them- 
. | {elves, yer recommend that State to the Laity as 
ga very Holy Sacrament and Myſtery of Religion: 

0 Whilſt they indulge themſelves at the ſame Time 
in all Manner of Laſciviouſneſs; wallowing in 


c | | Fornicazion, Adultery, Inceſt, and Sodomy it ſelf. 
he ſays, there is hardly one Prieſt in Tengwho 
does not keep Two or Three Harlots; and the moſt 
BgBRecluſe Derviſes, are either Pimps to other Men's 
6 Luſts, or they indulge their own with the moſt in- 


famous Courtezans and Catamites, Theſe Preten- 
ders to perfettion and. Sanctity, are often found 
89 E and Revelling about the drs in the 
Fr Time of the Carnaval, with a Company of "Whoſe 

13 or 
8 | 


\ 
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for their Attendance. Nay, all the Year round? 
their Monaſteries are no other than Stews or Brothel. . 
Houſes. They introduce Women into their Cell; in 

a Monaſtick Habit, and fo they paſs for Men why 
come to viſit them as Friends, Relations or Tn. 
vellers. Theſe Ladies of Pleaſure lie thus conceal! 
for many Days and Nights ws 0 And the $u. 
pou of the Convent winks at this for a little Money, 

; 


ng moſt commonly as bad as any of them. 
Theſe Holy Fathers, go marching and ſlouching 
along the Streets, in the moſt Mortify'd Manner 
Imaginable. You wou'd take em for perfect Sar. 
tones and Ideots. Yet this is all but Mumme, 
whilſt they are the moſt glozing Hypocrites in the 
World, mere Devils in a City, and abounding in 
wicked Thoughts and Practice. ; 
Adonai tells a pleaſant Story of a young Monaſtich BW 
ot St. Dominich's Order at Rome. This Monh wi; 
of Noble Extraction, and his Parents were very 
rich, and powerful in the City. On which Ac. 
the reſt of his Religious Brethren. He was permitted 
to carry good Quantities of Gold and Silver about | 
him, for his Perſonal Expences; and t wear a Se. 


OR he al es TY Fe IS 8 

Rene Fa cl . d OY KC I, $3 VA . 
iz e RA EYRE on We e . 
W 2 ot 4 2 i RNS 
ee e rs, er | e r 


ee 


F . 2 Rs 


R 
ee Wt FIBA 


cular Habit, ſuirable to his Birth and Quality. But 
this Liberty had like to have provd fatal to him one 
Night during the Carnaull. ; 
It was late, and very dark, when this Religions 


Bully was beating the Streets, upon the Hunt for 
Whores; and walking under certain Piazza's near 
the Riter Tyber, he was accoſted by a Woman 
mask, aud in a _ 260d Dreſs; who ſpoke to 

him Frankly, asking him the Way to II Rotundo, 


This is the Name of a Church in Rome, dedicated to 
All the Saints: In the Time of the Gentiles, twas 
tall'd Pantheon, or che Temple of all the Gods,” The 
Monk being in one of his Rambling Equipages, and 
his Inclinations equally bent on Pleature 3 1 775 
7 | 0 
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alſo a Hundred Florins about him; preſently made 
"© 7 anſwer, He wou d conduct her to the Place ſhe en- 
quired for. She, after ſome counterfeit Eflays of a 
EZ modeſt Repulſe, ar length accepted his Offer: 
And by the Way, he perſuaded her into a Tavern. nm 
the cunning Aymph manag d her Buſineſs fo well. | 
that the Monk over-heated with Wine, and other 
EZ coſtly Entertainments, grew ſo in Love with her, 
that he forgot ſhe was to go to the Pantheon, and 
offer d to wait on her home. She accepted the 
Motion; and telling him, her Houſe was ſeated 
on the Banks of the Tyber, they return'd the ſame 
Way as they came. Pow mo OS 
When they arriv'd at the Piazza's, where they 
firſt met, Three Perſons appear'd, muffled up in 
= Cloaks: Two of which ſuddenly ſeizd the Monk, 
holding their Ponyards at his Breaſt; whilſt the 
Third, diſcloſing the hidden Licht of a Dark Lan- 
” thorn, which he held in his Hand, faſten'd on the 
Lady, and made her unmask, As ſoon as he ſaw her 
Face, he ſtamp'd and rav'd, menac'd and ſwore, he 
wou'd be the Death of that Villain who had de- 
bauch'd his Wife. All this was but a fore-laid De- 
ſign. In a Word, After all the Parts of an abus d, 
incens'd, revengeful Husband, acted to the Life; 
at laſt, through the Interceſſion of the Two other 
Riffians, and the Monk's penitent and ſubmiſſive 
Addreſs, it was concluded to ſpare his Life and 
only ſtrip him naked; leaving him in that Conditi- 
on to ſeek his Fortune among the Watch © © 
This was ſoon put in Execution, and the Free- 
booters, with all their Prey, ſecurely march'd off. 
The poor Monk, thus miſcrably abandon'd, with- 
our Garments, Money, or au) Thing to comfort 
him in his Calamity, or ro bribe rhe Hatch, gave 
himſelf over to Melancholy and Defpair, in regard 
this Aceident would bring an Eternal Infamy on 
him, and he ſhou'd be no longer able to ** 
8 e dee 
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Face in Rime, the Seat of his Nativity; nor among t. 
any of his Kindred and Friends. Sometimes he! 
thought to drown himſelf in the Tyber; or elſe W 
counterfeit a Phrenſy, and ſo run bawling, dri. f 
veling, and talking Nonſenſe through the Streets; 
hoping the reſt wou d never be divulg' d. VL} 
Whilſt he was in theſe penſive Thoughts, irreſo- m 
lute what to do, the Watch walking their Round, 
bolted upon him on a ſudden; and ſeeing a naked p 
Man, at that Time of Night, in ſuch a ſolitary Þ 
Place, at firſt were ſtartl'd, as tho they had meta C 
Ghoſt; but recollecting themſelves better, they Þ xc 
boldly ſeiz'd his Perſon, and examin'd how he came 
in that Condition. oy pe 
It was in vain for him to beg, entreat, and pro- 
miſe any Thing, if they wou'd not expoſe him o 
open Shame. This did but increaſe their Curioſity ©: 
and Suſpicion. In a Word, the Place of their 
Rendezvous being very near the ſame Tavem Þ 
where this unfortunate Monk had regal'd his Strum. 
pet, they led him thicher, and kept him Priſoner 
till the Morning. He that kept the Houſe remem- Þ- 
ber'd his Face again; and knowing that the Gorer- Þ 1 
nour of Rome had a ſecret Enmity againſt the Aon, 
and all his Race, ſent him private Intelligence of this 1 
Adventure, encouraging him to take this Oppor- a 
tunity of Revenge; hinting withal, That he necd Af 
not take notice, that he knew the Monk, but only £4" 
uniſh. him as an ordinary Fellow, breaking the n 
ws of che City... 5... 5 TY 
The Governour, glad of this Occaſion; when the IE 
| Monk. was brought before him, order'd him to be bz 
 whip'd through the very Street, where his Mona- er 
ſtery ſtood. This was done accordingly ; and as he N. 
paſs'd by the Gate. his Brethren, ſeeing him in ee 
that Condition, ruſh'd out, and reſcu'd kim from e 
the Es ecutioner' Hands; breathing Revenge againſt KI 
the Governour, aud all that where concern d in put- N 
„„ . | ding 
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ting this Diſhonour on their Houſe, and the whole 


Order. 


1 muſt be forc d to break off, before I have in- 


orm' thee of half their Tricks, leſt I ſhou'd tire 


thee with the Length of my Letters. Beſides, it 
is neceſſary for me to conclude, unleſs I wou d miſs 


„ AGES. - ns el 


my Opportunity: For the Poſt tarries for no Man. 
| 1 Venerable Hadgi, live thou to enjoy the Serene 


eaſures of Vertue and Innocence, and pray for 


N Mahmut, that he may never be ſtain'd with the 
Corruptions and Vices of Infidels, among whom he 
1 reſides. | | h | 


| Paris, 18 w of the 5 0 Alon, 
ts of the Tear 1662. 


3 
25 
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| L. E TT ER XII. ; 
Io the Chiaus Balla, 


EFPHE French King's Genius ſeems altogether bent 
1 on Martial and Politick Affairs; and tho' he 
lows ſome Moments to his Love, yet the greateſt. 
bart of this Time is conſecrated to the Neceſſary 
Affairs of State, and to the Improvement of Mili- 
%) Diſcipline. This has been his Courſe ever 


Ince the Death of Cardinal Mazarini, That Mini- 
er, whilſt he was living, endcavoured Nothing fo 
Erneſtly as to divert the Young Monarch from mind- 
Wz Buſineſs, by Plays, Ballets and other ſoft En- 
ertainments. But as ſoon as he was dead, the 
King began by Degrees to forſake his Yourhful 
Kecreations, and look into the Affairs of his Govern- 
Wont, | EEE | | Oe, 

he firſt Bold Stroke of Regal Authority which he 
bre, was the Suppreſſing the Superintendant " 

ö be the 
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the Finances, a very Ancient Office in France, but 
much abus d of late by thoſe who have enjov'd it, 
For, having the Management of the Royal Rune. . 


nues, it has been found out, That they embezzel' 


them to their own private Uſes, purchaſing Houſe, Þ * 
Caſtles, Towns, and the faireſt Eſtates in the Kg 


dom for them and their Poſterity. 

I Thelaſtinthis Office, was the Sieur Fouguet ; who, 
| beſides the waſte he made of the King's Money in 
this Kind, was laying up an Extracdinary Proviſo 


of Arms and Powder in Belle Iſie, a Sea-Port af 


France : which gave the King ſo great a Suſpicion 
of his ill Deſigns, That he went in perſon after hin 
as far as Nantes ; and being there farther informet 
of a private Correſpendence held between the Sen 
Fouquet, and ſome Malecontentsof Cardinal de Retr' 
Party, he cauſed him to be arreſted, and ſent Pri- 
ſoner to the Wood of Vinciennes : From whence he 
has been ſince brought to the Baſtile, This wi 
done in the gth Moon of the laſt Year, and was thc 
Occaſion of erecting a New Chamber of Juſtice, to 
enquire into the Conduct of thoſe who were en: 
ployed by Fouquet in the Management of the J. 
The great Diſcoveries this Chamber has already 
made, of the Cheats and Tricks practiſed by 
thoſe through whoſe Hands the King's Revenues 
have paſs'd, will, its thought, move the King t0 
_ eſtabliſh it as a perpetual and Sovereign Court of Ir 
quiſition: So that not the Value of an 4ſper (hal 
henceforth be paid our of the Royal Treaſury, with: 
out the Approbation of this Chamber. He has all 
retrenched many ſuperfluous Offices in his Houſiold, 
that he may the more eaſily ſupport che Charges di 
thoſe that are Neceſſary. | e 
Thou wilt better comprehend the Wiſdom 0 
this Prince, when thou ſhalt know, that he truſt 
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FT every Thing himſelf. He examins Matters of the 
ſſmalleſt Moment, as narrowly as the moſt Important 
EZ Concerns. He makes daily Reformations amon 


® his Domeſtick Servants, and New Models both the 
Army and the State, Which is alfo no ſmall Ar- 
gaument of his Courage, and the Greatneſs of his 
pirit, in thar he dares contradict the Methods of 
all his Progenitors; take the Frame of this Mighty 
E Government, as it were to Pieces; and having men- 
ded every Thing that was amiſs, join it together 
again; but after a Pattern wholly depending on his 
own Judgment. This has aſtoniſhed the Greateſt 
2 5Stateſmen of the Age, who confider the Boldneſs 
pf the Undertaking, and yer cannot find one falſe 
Step in his Meaſures. For whereas formerly, the 
Princes of the Blood, the Officers of the State, 
the Governours of Provinces, with other Grandees, 
have given frequent Trouble to the Kings of France, 
und not ſeldom rais'd Civil War when any Thing 
dilſguſted them (ſo great was their Power, and ſo 
ſmall their Dependance on the King:) This Mo- 
rarch has by a Happy Effect of his Judgment and 
geſolution, given ſo dextrous a Turn to the whole 
E Syſtem of the Publick, that the Princes find them- 
| ſelves more aggrandiz'd than Ever; the Officers of 
the Crown perceive their Dignity encreas'd with 
| New Luſtres, and the Governours of Provinces exer- 
eiſe a Stronger Hand over their Subjects, yet all of 
them are reduc'd to an entire Dependance on the 
Kirg himſelf, not being in a Capacity ever to Re- 
bel again. Which is eſteemed a Miracle of Policy. 
As he has thus gained the Point of his SubjeFs at 
| Home, and eſtabliſhed his Realm in the moſt per- 
fect Oeconomy that can be imagined; ſo he has re- 
covered a particular Honour Abroad, that till this 


Time has been always diſputed between the Crowns 
vu | of France and Spain, SRP : — 
5 191 1 
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It ſeems an Embaſſapi from Sueden arrivd gt 
the Engliſh Court in the 10th Moon of the laſt Vear: 
The French Embaſſadoy ſent his Coaches to honour 
his Publick Entry, as is Uſual between Friends. 
But the Spaniſh Embaſſador, deſigning to affront the 
French, ſent his Coaches alſo to attend the Cere. 
mony, accompanied by his own Servants and 
Rabble of Idle Perſons whom he had hir'd on Pur. 
poſe. Theſe fell on the French as they were paſ. 
ſing along the Street, kill'd ſeveral of them, and hy 
Force ſtopp'd their Coaches, till thoſe of the S. 
niſh Embaſſador were got before them; the Prehe. 
minence of Place being the Chief Thing aim'd ar, 
This was highly reſented at the French Court, 
and every body thought that a freſh War would 
break out again between the Two Nations on this 
Account. The angry young Monarch commanded 
the Spaniſh Embaſſador reſident here to depart the 
_ Kingdom; and when another was ſent to ſupply his 
Place, the King forbad him to enter his Dominions, 
Complaints were made at Madrid, and all Thing; 
tended to a Rupture. Till at Length the King of 
Spain, having promiſed to make Satisfaction, his 
Embaſſador was received at this Court, who aſſured 
the King, That his Maſter di ſavow'd the Action of 
his Miniſter in England, and had given expreſ; 
Command to all his Embaſſadors in Foreign Courts, 
not to diſpute the Place with thoſe of France, but 
to yield it to the latter, where they ſhould both be 
preſent at the ſame Entry. This was declar d in 
the Preſence of Thirty Freign Miniſters reſiding at 
this Court, Which has rais'd a vaſt Reputation to 
the King of France among all his Neighbours, and 
_ ſtruck the greater Reverence into his Subje&s at 
3 Sh 8 £ 
In a word, he is look'd upon as the moſt Fortu- 
nate Prince in Chriftendom, and every State courts 
his Friendſhip. He gives the Law to the reſt of 
8 | - Eurie, 
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SE Europe, mh remains himſelf Arbitrary and above 
Controul. = 1 
How long his Affairs will continue at this Height, 
is known only to God, who exalts and abaſes whom _ 
he pleaſes; who is the ſole Monarch of all Things, 
geigning for ever without the leaſt Shadow of Revo- 
llution or Change. | 


paris, 12) of the 7th Moon, 
of the Tear 1662 


E FT E RN XV. 
To the ſume. 


II was late when I finiſh'd my other Letter being 
I the Hour of the Devil's Range, when the Infer- 
nal Spirits are permitted to air themſelves in this 
Dpper World, Methought I heard the Clattering 
Eccho of the Gates of Paradiſe, which are ſnut at 
that Seaſon to keep out the Demons from entring 
and diſturbing the Repoſe of the Bleſs'd. This 
made me cenclude ſo abruptly, leſt ſome buſie 
Scribe of the Dark Regions, ſhou'd have inſerted 
Evil in my Letter whilſt I were afleep. I recpm- 


e mended my ſelf ro God, and went to Bed. After 
Iwo Hours Reſt awaking, I perceiv'd by the Crow- 
in of the Cocks, That the Troops of Hell were retir d 


do their Den, chasd down by Arcturus and the 
d Guardian Conſtellations of the South, and by the 
t Angels of the Second Watch, Then 1 aroſe, and 

| chearfully addreſs'd my ſelf to God, praiſing him 
for the Succeſſive Benefits of Day and Night, and 
s extolling his Magnificent Works, with the exquiſite 
Order that he has eſtabliſn'd in che World. Remem- 
e, 8 F*** 
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bring alſo that J was a Man, and not born to ſlcep, 
but to ſerve the Grand Signior and my Friends, | 


readily ſet pen to Paper again, to give thee a farther 5 


Account of the French King and his Court, with ſuch 
Occurrences as have happen'd of late. 

This Monarch is very Singular in his Conduct, 
and Manner of Life; not brooking to be confin'd to 
the Maxims of others, but ſquaring all his Aion; 
by Rules of his own: Yet tis difficult to find a Fault 
in his Proceedings. He hears the Advice of hi; 
Counſellors and Friends; and when they have done, 
he convinces them in many Things, That they are 
under a Miſtake; which makes 'em admire the 
Force of his Reaſcn, and the Readineſs of his Wir, 
eſpecially when they ſee the Events anſwering 
. | 
Neither is he altogether ſo Intent on State. Mat. 
ters, but that he ſometimes gives himſelf the Di. 
verſion of a Familiar Diſcourſe with the moſt In- 
genious Artiſts of all Sorts, who find themſelves 
much Improv'd by the Quickneſs of his Invention, 
and the Solidity of his Judgment in the Mechanicks: 
For he is an Excellent Gun-Smith, Sword-Cutler, 
Armour-Maker, and every Thing that becomes 2 
 Kingto profeſs. REL 5 
Hie is a good Architect alſo, and takes vaſt De- 
light in Buildings, having laid the Foundations of 
ſeveral Magnificent Structures, Palaces of a Noble 
Deſign, and intended to ourvy the molt Police: and 
Glorious Fabrichs of Ancient Greece and Rome. For, 
I tell thee, this Monarch wou'd not willingly come 


Ta ſhort of any of the Caſars. 


At the Beginning of this Year, he aggrandiz'd 
his Court, by a Promotion of Sixty Two Knights of 


the Holy Spirit, I have often menrion'd this Order 


in my Letters to the Miniſters of the Port; and thou 
that haſt been in Fance knaw'ſt, That 'tis the next 
Step to being made Peer of the Realm, I ſhall only 
. inform 
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1 inform thee, that during the Ceremonies of this laſt 
| promotion, the Dukes of Vendoſm and Longueville had 
. 7 a Feud about the Precedency, which at laſt was ad- 
© | juſted in Favour of the Former. In a Word, the 
King declar'd the Houſe of Vendoſme to have a Right 
of Priority before all other Princes, and to ſucceed 
in the Throne it ſelf, next after the Houſe of 
Bourbon, 

EZ This is look'd upon as a Bold Effort of Royal 
power, and has ſtartled all the Court. No leſs ſur- 
©? prized were they to fee the Duke of Lorain reſign 


„ AE eee 


all his Eſtates to the King of France, reſerving only 
che Poſſeſſion of em during his Life, 

„ And. now the King having weather'd the point : 
g with all his Enemies, both Hreign and Domeſlick, 


ſtudies Nothing more earneſtly, than to divert his 
.  2vcen, and to [er his Subjects taſte the Sweets of 
. Peace, the Effet of his Matchleſs Fortune, to 
- which even Crowned Heads find themſclves com- 
pelld to ſtoop and ſubmit. 

On the sth. of the foregoing Ahn, by his Ap- 
pointment was held a Tournament or Car oufel, as the 
Herch call it. This is a Sort of Exerciſe on Horſe- 
Pack, in Imitation of the Ancient Manner of fight- 
ing with Spear and Shield, 
© The Place where they run, was rail'd about, and 
= Magnificent Choiſes erected for the Queen and Ladies 
of the Court to fir in, as Spectators, The Diver- 
tiſement was very Pompous ; And the King was 
one of the Combatants. The Reſt were the Duke of 
Orleans the King's Brother, the Prince of Conde, the 
Duke of Enguine Son to the Prince , and the Dube of 
Guize, Each of theſe led a Troop of Horſe into the 
Field. That of the King's was habited after the 
Manner of the Old Roman Knights. The Duke of 
Orleans's made a Figure like the Perſians: The 
Prince of Conde's repreſented the Ottomans, The 
Duke of Enguien's Troop 1 were in Indian Habits; ; 2nd 

| 2 4 EE 
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the Duke of Guiſe's appear d like the Salvages of 
America, It wou'd be too tedious to deſcribe the 
Particular Mag nificences of each. Suffice it to ſay, 
That they were all prodigiouſly Majeſtick and Rich 
in their Equipage. The Courſes alſo they made, were 
Brave and full of Gallantry. But the Prize, which 
was a Diamond of Great Value, was adjudged to the 
Prince of Conde by the Queen- Mother. 
One of the Former Kings of France, loſt his Life 
at this Royal Exerciſe, being run through the Eye 
into the Brain by the Spear of an Engliſh Knight 
then at the French Court, and one of the Comls- 
fants: For which Reaſon, the Following Kings of 
France, forbore to expoſe themſelves to the like 
Danger. But this Young Mars fears nothing, being 
as Venturous and Bold as was Sultan Amurat, the 
Trophies of whoſe Victuricus Combat with the Perſ:- 
an Challenger at the Siege of Babylon, hang up in the 
Treaſury to this Day, as Monnments of his invin- 
cible Ccurage and Strength. Sultan Achmet alſo 
rook great Delight in throwing the Lance with his 
Courtrers in the Atmeidan. Theſe are Sports fit for 
Kings and Great Generals, And ſome of the Roman 
_ Cſars themſelves wou'd play the Gladiators. 


it is not Lawful fer me to cenſure or reflect on 


the Actions of my Sorereign. But I will tell thee 
what the French ſay of him by Way Contempt; 
That he never Combated in his own Perſon, with any 


Thing but Timorous Hares and Hinds. It makes me 


bluſh to hear the Great Emperour of the Eaſt thus 


blaſphem'd by the Prophane Mourhs of Infidels. b 


And it were to be with'd, he wou'd do ſome fur- 


prizing Action, to raiſe himfelf another Character. 
I fay no more, bit recommend thee to God and 


the White Angel. 


Paris, 12 cb of the 5th Moon, 
of the Tear 1662. 


LETTER 
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LE 1-S RK Av: 
To-Zedi Alamanzi, a Merchant at 
dene 

ro haſt oblig'd me beyond my Expectation, 
| in that Ample Hiſtory of thy Life, which thy 
Letter contains. I eſteem rhee not the worſe, be- 
E cauſe thou wert born of Chriſtian Parents; but ra- 
E ther put the higher Value on thy Merit, in that be- 
ing bred in Superſtition and Error, Thou haſt volun- 
tarily embrac'd the Truth, without any Proſpect of 
advancing thy Intereſt. 5 5 
When a Man of a Noble Stock, born to Riches 
and Honours, bred in Softneſſes and Delights, and 
actually poſſeſs'd of a fair Eſtate, thall thus abandon 
his Country, his Relations, Friends and Acquain- 
Etance, with all his Native Rights and Enjoyments, 
purely for the Love of God, reſigning himſelf 
Exvholly to the Will of Deſtiny, and the Conduct of 
Providence, without couſulting his own Falſe and 
Delight in this World; tis an Evident Sign of 
La Faichful Heart, and that his Integrity is without 
Pain. | 5 . 
All this and much more, it ſeems, thou haſt done, 
and therefore thou can'ſt not fail of bein; Happy in 
this World, and in Paradiſe. e 

I am extremely pleas' d in reading the various 
Adventures of thy Youth, thy early Inclinations to 
viſit Foreign Countries, and thy Actual Travels 
through Europe, Aſia, and Africa. This is the only 
Way to learn true and complete Wiſdom. For, a 
Man edifies a Thouſand Times more be his own ber- 
nal Experience of Things, than by all the myſt 
Elegant Deſcriptions, that can be made by others. 
Beſides che Advantage of becoming expert in the 
; 4 4. ſeveral 
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ſeveral Languages and Dialects of the Earth; which 


he can never learn ſo perfectly in Books, as by conver. #* 
ſing with the Natives of each Country through We 
which he paſſes. = EL „ F 
Beyond all this, there is an infinite Pleaſure 1 
ſeeing the Variety of Objects, which every where [F- 1 
expoſe themſelves to a Traveller's Eye. There i; MW 1 
nothing more delightful to Humane Nature, than 
try all Things. Man is cloy'd with what is too F., 
miliar to him. The moſt Magnificent Palace, wou't MW } 
appear as a Priſon to him that were always Confind Me: j; 
to it. The Greateſt Fields, and moſt ſhady Groves, WW : 
wou'd afford us no Refreſhment, if we had not li. {MW 
| berty to ſtraggle our of them when we pleas'd. Man e 
is Naturally wild as other Animals, and 'tis as bd 41 
as Death to be reſtrain d of his Freedom. I had n. Nc 
ther at certain Seaſons, range in a Wilderneſs, 1 
over-run with Weeds and Briars, than in the molt g 
Regular and Fragrant Garden in the World. I would n. 
willingly chuſe the Fatigue of Climbing up a High, Wt 
Steep, Craggy Mountain, for the ſake of anew and D 
larger Proſpe& ; before the Eaſe of walking always Wt 
in a Low Valley, or Even Plain, tho grac'd um Wc; 
never ſo many Inviting Objects, which muſt always Wt, 
be the fame : So fulſom are the very Pleaſures we (. 
are daily accuſtomed to. 5 in 
I doubt not, but that it was very agreeable to thee Nin 
in thy Journeys, when every Remove tl ou madelt W's: 
from Stage to Stage, promis'd thee Something No- Bit 
vel and freſh. A Man in ſuch Cafes, is apt to think nit 
the Sun himſelf New, who has ſhined upon him 
from his. Nativity: The Air, the Earth, and Wa Ws, 
ters, appear not the fame Elements, in different Ein! 
Places; or if our Reaſon convinces us their Nature mi 
is not changed, yet we look upon em as Maſque- / 
rades, every Day in a New Dreſs: Eſpecially when hal 


ue go from one Region and Climate to another, the 
Strangeneſs of the Diſguiſe is heighten d. gf In- 
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Kite a Variety preſents its ſelf to thoſe who tra- 
gd : vel. Ra rk? | JEANS. 5 N Eg | 
KF E Bur nothing affords a Man greater Delight, than 

W to be familiarly acquainted with the different Ha- 
“bits, Laws, Cuſtoms, Manners, and Religions of 
VMortals like himſelf. To ſee em in one Part of the 
world Adoring the Sun, becauſe he ſhines on em 
but once a Year, whilſt all the Reſt of the Time 
-W they are ſhut up in Continual Darkneſs, very near 
| W being ſtarv'd with Cold, and making hard ſhifts to 
(W- live; in another to behold 'em grimacing, and 
„beer 'em curſing that Glorious Planet, becauſe he is 
„always too near em, rendring their Countries Barren, 
drying up their Water, and ſcorching their Perſons 
almoſt ro Death; muſt needs be delightful to a 
Contemplative Man, And for ought we know, the 
laughter of Democritus might be the Reſult of as 


good Thoughts as Heraclitus's Tears. Who would 
rot ſmile to ſee ſome paying Divine Honours to 
„ke Scar-Crow cf their Garden, to a Tree, a Hog, a 
id Dog, or any Thing they firſt caſt their Eyes on in 


the Morning, as they do in Lapland? And yet who 
© can forbear to weep, when he ſees Men profeſſing 
Eto believe the Laws of Moſes, and the Meſſias, 
i who both preach d up the Divine Unity ) pretend- 
ing to the Pureſt Religion in the World, and bred 
in the Study of the Sciences, worſhip Stocks and 
Stones, Pictures and Images, Nails, Rags, Bones, Hairs, 
\0* bits of oid Wood, or any Thing, that their cun- 
in ning Prieſts impoſe n em as Adorable? | 
um BE Happy art thou, Zeidi, who are freed from theſe 
V2 WW Super/titions of the Nazarenes; and Thrice Happy, 
cat in that thou haſt chang'd 'em for the Faith unble- 
mih'd, the Do&rines of Truth and Reaſon, the 
Practices of Sincere Morality aud Vertue, Thou 
haſt not ſhun'd a Rock, to fall into a Quick-fand, 
nor abandoned Idolat iy, to fink into Atheiſm: But 
mou haſt eſcaped from Narrow Gulphs and 

. 5 Streights, 
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Streights, into a Free and Open Sea; from the Dark 
Fogs and Miſts of Frozen Chriſtianity, to the bright 
Empire of the Oſmans, the Serene Company of True 
Belrevers, where Charity and Zeal are in their Ge. 

nuine and Primitive Warmth, : 
Since the Time that rhou firft lifred'ft up thy 
Finger to Heaven, and madeſt a Confeſſion of 01? 
God, and Mahomet his Apoſtle, none of the Imaum!'; 
or Mollah's have ever attempted to circumvent 
thy Reaſon with Feigned Miracles, Fooliſh Pilgri. 
mages, Tales of Old Women, Fictions of Poets, or 
any Holy Frauds. Thou perceiveſt nothing but 
Righr-down Integrity, in the Converſation of the 
Faithful. Whereas the Chriſtians whom thou haſt 
juſtly deſerted, have a Thouſand Windings and 
Turnings, Foldings and Intricacies, in their 
DoFrines and Lives. So that it is almoſt as 
eaſie for a Blind-Man to walk from Paris to Cin. 
ſtantinople, as for theſe Infidels to grope out the 
way to Paradiſe, through ſo many Meanders and 
Mages: They are involved in a perfect Circle of 
Error and Vice, „ e | 
Praiſe be to God, who planted the Moon in the 
Heavens, and cauſes the Stars to dart their Refreſh- 
ing Rays by Night, Thou art happily delivered out 
of their Snares. Let not thy Refidence now among 
them, ever tempt thee to return to the Religious Va- 
nities of Holy Trifles, which have once made thee 
Sick at the Heart. Remember, that thou beareſt 
in thy Body the Mark of a True Beliexer, the Seal 
of a Great Sacrament, the Charadter of a Profound 
Myſtery, Circumciſion, the Emblem of Purity, by which 
thou art more encbPd than by the Blood of the P,. 
nan Lord, thy Father, which ſtreams in thy Veirs. 
Fer now thou art incorporated into the Society and 
Lineage of Ibrahim, the Illuſtricus Patriarch, and 
Friend of God, Confider that thou art as it were 
engrafted into the Glorious Stock ct the 1 
| | | 8 | OIn 


Ll 


* Ps — Ws, 1 . ĩ as 4 * 


LDH ping — lw. 


5 


vol. VI. 4 Spy PARIS. 109 


| born ro ſubdue all Things, and in the determined 


Time, to Poſſeſs the Empire of the Univerſe. Thou 
haſt the Honour alſo to ſerve the Grand Signior, Lord of 
the Climates and Seas, Majeſtick Heir of the Otto- 
mans Houſe, Shadow of God on Eartſ. 
Hold faſt therefore the Profeſſion of an Unblame- 
ahle Faith: And whatever Temptation thou mayeſt 
meet with, keep thy Mind always fixed on the un- 
ſeen Joys of Paradiſe, the Crown of Juſt and Faith- 
ful Men, the Reward of ſuch as adhere to God an 
his Prophet, without Flinching. 5 
Mahmut ſalutes thee in Imagination, with a par- 
ting Kiſs, and an Affectionate Squeeze of the Hand. 
Which thou knoweſt, was in all Ages a Token of 
Hearty Good Will, and Friendſhip.  _ 


Paris, 15*) of the 9* Moon, 
of the Tear 1662, 


LEITER XVI. 


Io the Kaimacham. 


A here is like to be a Breach between this Court 


and that of Rome, if the Pope does not condeſ- 
cend to the Demands of the French King, wo 
Styles himſelf the Eldeſt Son of the Church, and 
therefore highly reſents an Indignity that has been 
done him of late, in the Perſon of the Dube of 
Crequi, his Embaſſidor at the Roman Court. 
It ſeems, the Pope's Guards on 20th. of the 8th. 
Moon, made an Attempt on the Lite of this Miniſter, 


and of his Wife: They alſo put Barbarous Abuſes 
on all the French that were in that City: Inſomuch 
as the Dube and Dutcheſs of Crequi, were oblig'd co 


quit Rome privately, and retire into Tycany ; being 
No 3 . advisd 
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advis'd to take this Courſe, by all the Cardinals and 
other Grandees, that are Friends to France. 
The King received News of this, by an Expreſs 
which came from the Duke of Crequi on the 11th, 
of the 9th. Moon. And he was paſſionately touch'd 
at ſo Sacrilegious an Injury, whereby he is not only 
wrong himſelf, but the Law of Nations is violated 
in a moſt Notorious Manne. 
Wherefore to ſhew his Reſentments, on the 
ſame Day that the Courrier came from Rome, the 
King order'd the Lieutenant of his Guards, to tell 
the Pope's Nuncio at this Court, That he muſt forth- 
with depart the Kingdom, under the Conduct of 
Thirty Horſe. This was performed accordingly, and 


the Nuncio was hurried away immediately, without 


ſuffering him to ſpeak with any Perſon living, fave 


| thoſe who were to accompany him to the Frontiers: 
And this Order was publickly proclaimed in Pars, 
The King alſo wrote to the Pope, demanding Satis- 


faction for ſo horrible an Outrage, and caus d Di/- 
patches to be ſent to all the Cardinals in Rome, ad- 


viſing them to contribute what lay in their Powers, 


towards a good Underſtanding between the Pope, 
and him, proteſting that otherwiſe the Calamities 
which might follow, were not to be laid to his 
Charge. This is a modeſt way of Threatning, uſed 
by Chriſtian Princes, who do not always ſpeak in 


Thunder, like our Eaſtern Monarchs when they me- 


nace War. 2; © 54 TIC: „ 8 
J relate this as a Thing, which rho? it appear of 


ſmall Moment at the Beginning, yet its Conſequen- 


ces may be great and extenſive, if the Hench King 
and the Pope ſnould come to an open Rupture. All 


the Princes in Europe would find themſelves engag'd 
on one Side or other. And we Auſſulmans might 


live to ſee the whole State of Cy iſtendom disjoynted, 


alienated, and embroil'd in Wars among themſelves; 


whereby they would lay their Countries naked and 
5 open, 
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open, to che invincible Arms of the Ottomans, a 

2 Lineage of high Renown, and deſtin'd to ſubdue All 
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But tis thought the Holy Father at Rome, will not 
Farther provoke ſo daring and powerful a Monarch 
as him of France, by juſtifying the Inſolences of 
bis Janizaries, who proceeded to that Height of 
Fury, as to diſcharge Guns into the Windows of 
the French Embaſſador, kill'd ſeveral of his Retinue, 
and aſſaſſinated the Dutcheſs of Crequi in her Coach, 
as ſhe paſſed along the Streets. 5 
Illuſtrious Miniſter, theſe are Violations not prac- 
tiſed by the moſt Barbarous Savages. And 'tis an 
evident Sign of a decaying Empire, where the Pu- 
blick Faith is thus perfidiouſly broke. God infatu- 
ares the Infidels, that he may ſpeedily bring em to 
Ruin: Whereas he daily enlightens the Juſt Follow- 
ers of the Prophet, and directs them in the ways of 
Proſperity and Peace. „ 


Paris, 34 of the 117 Moon, 
ef the Tear 1662. 


Vn 
To Mohammed, e Illuſtrious Eremit of 
Mount Uriel in Arabia. 


N the Name of Cod, Benign and Merciful, 1 

1 approach the Reſidence of great Sanctimony, the 

| Tremendous Solitude, the Cave bleſsd by frequent 
Viſitations of Angels, and by the former Preſence of 

the moſt Sublime among Mortals, Mahomet the Le. 
gat of the Eternal, the Plenipotentiary of Alla, King 
of Heaven and Earth. Alla! There is but One! 
Whole Name reſounds through all the 0rbs Above, 
e 1 | when 


* o 
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when pronounc'd by the Faithful Adorers of the 
Divine Unity on Earth: And the Eccho thereof 
from the Adamantine Gates of Paradiſe, reaches 
the Abyſs of Hell, ſtriking the Infernal Spirits with 
Horrour and Aſtoniſhment. They tremble at the 
Sound of rhe Dreadful Word, which chains them 
up in their Priſons of Darkneſs. Whereas had they 
Faith, they would rather rejoyce, believing that 
the ſame Word will one Day releaſe em from their 


Torments. For ſuch is the Clemency of the Omni- 


potent, as our Holy Doctors teach. 


O Mohammed, Friend of the Moft High, and Tenant 
to his Prophet; J have experienc'd, that it is good 
and wholeſome to begin every Thing we do or ſay, 


In the Name of God, Whoſoever does otherwiſe, 


either fails in the Progreſs, or the End of his Deſign, 
and ſo remains in Confuſion. Tagot creeps into 


his Enterprize, and through Malice ſpoils it, rob- 
bing a Man of his Crown : Or Negidher, the Spirit 
of Envy, winds himſelf in, and entangles it: Or 
Ablis, the Damon of Melancholy, caſts a Damp on 
it, and bereaves the Undertaker of his Joy. Such 


is the Fate of thoſe who through Prophaneneſs, 


Sloth, or Contempt, forget to pay the due Venera- 
tion we owe to the Author and Source of Providence, 
and Good Succeſs. : . | | 
Let us not therefore think the Time miſpent, 
which is taken up in the Praiſes of Him who has 
neither Beginning nor End, Father of all the Genera- 


tions in this Viſible World, and that Other which is 


conceal'd from Mortals. He is the Governour: of our 
Lives, and our ſole Patron in all Neceſſities. Let 
us extoll and magnify his Attributes without End. 

l am by Nature Contemplative, and Thoughtful ; 
but I muſt needs acknowledge, That T owe to my 
Education among the Muſſulmans the Force of my 
Faith and Religion. The vartous turns of Fortune 
and Experience, which I have had in the World, 


coud 


* 
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cou'd never yet blot out the Impreſſions of my 
Farly Years, or diminiſh the Reverence I have for 
our Holy Prophet. J often revolve in my Mind, the 
Series of paſt Ages, and che Hiſtories of former 
Times; the Origin of Nations, and the Various 
Laws, Religions, Wars and Changes. I traverſe the 
different Epocha's of the Poſterity of Ibrahim, and 
| the Gentiles, comparing the Date of TfaePs Tranſ- 
migration out of Egypt, with the Years of Nabonaſ- 
ir and the Olympiads. In all of them I find great 
Obſcurity, Contradiction and Doubtfulneſs, which 
pats me upon examining the Records of Egypt and 
the Aſrians, The Antiquity of both is very great, 
and yet it comes far ſhort of the Chineſe Chronology, 
and that of the Indian Braming. . 
When I have tir'd my Soul with a yain Search of 
that which can never be diſcover'd ; When J con- 
E fder the Probability of an Univerſal Deluge in the 
Time of Noah, and the Arguments which almoſt 
- demonſtrate the contrary, comparing this with the 
E Flood of Deucalion, and that other of Ogyges : Ina 
Word, when I reflect on the numberleſs Incongrut- 
ties that are found in the Regiſters of Paſt Ages, I 
cannot but conclude, there is as much Reaſon for 
me to believe, That God has determinately thus 
dark'ned the Knowledge of Mortals, as that he con- 
Founded their Language at Babel, according to the 
E Celebrated Relation of Moſes. . Whence it will be 
but loſt Labour for us who live in theſe latter 
| Times, to ſeek for any Aſſurance or Certainty of 
the Truth in Matters of fo Remote and Early a 
Date. | 7 33U»Sf. 
| Wherefore leaving every Nation to their own 
| Traditions, the Jews to the Manuſcripts of Moſes, 
| and their Rabbi, the Gentiles to the Fragments of 
Hermes Triſmegiſtus, Orpheus, Homer, Heſiod, Theo- 
| phraſtus, and other Sages of Egypt, Phænicia and 
| Greece; I, for my Part, acquieſce to the Volume of 
| i Majeſty, 
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Majeſty, the Great Alcoyan; and to the Writings « | 
our Holy Doc korc, Arabians, the Sons Iſmael; n« 
puzzling my ſelf with endleſs Diſputes and Queſt. 
ons, nor cenſuring others who Worſhip God after 
their own Way, and the Documents of their r. 
 thers; but firmly believing, That he who ſerv; 
God according to the Dictates of his Reaſon; win {W- 
is Juſt to Men and Beaſts, and in all Things conſerve; 1 
an Innocent Purity of Life; is as Acceptable rt» the 
Great Creator, and Impartial Fudge of the Univer, 1 a! 
as he that has had the Happineſs to be inſtructed in ve 
the Poſitive Injundtions of Heaven, the Reveald I 
Will of the Omnipotent. And this I take to be the de 
Senſe of our Holy Law-giver, of the Jieſſias, and ai h 
all the Prophets in General. 5 1 
Doubtleſs, that ſuperlatively Merciful and Indi t 
gent, connives at the Frailties of- Mortals; He pities t 
the Invincible Tgnorances of ſome, and the Fatal WW 
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Neeceſſities of others. He knows the infinite Vari- 6 
ety of our Bodily Conſtitutions, and the equally 
different Bent of our Souls. He conſiders the Force 


of the Elements and Climates wherein we live, and 
the unconquerable Influence of the Stars under 
which we were Born. The whole Syſtem of Hu- 
man Nature with its moſt hidden Circumſtances, is 
expos'd to the Eyes of him who ſees All Things, 
| He is no Stranger to the Anatomy of his own Works. 
Therefore he requires no more of Men, than can be 
expected from the Faculties with which he has en- 
du'd em. Neither will he damn any Man for an [1- 
voluntary Evil. 5 5 

O Mohammed, this is my Faith, my Hope, and 
my Confidence. Otherwiſe I ſhould deſpair ever! 
Moment. If I am guilty of Errot and Prefumprion, 
Correct me in thy Wiſdom. For, before thee, | 
am but as an Idiot. | 


Paris, 229 of the 12" Moon, of the Tear 1662. | 
F LETTER 
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| Nativity of the French Princeſs. 


of che ſtrongeſt Sea · Ports in the World, re- deliver d 


LETTER XVII 


OS 


| Jo Haſnadar-Baſſi, Chief Treaſurer 10 his 


F Highneſs, 


E THE French have newly felt the motions of a 
B T oy, whoſe Birch and Growth was like that of 
ua NMuſhroom, ſudden and ſwift, rhe Product of a 
very little Time, and which ended in Mourning and 
© Tears. The Moon of November beheld a Daugh- 
ter born to the Queen of Fance: But that Planet 
hid hardly carried the News through all the Signs 
of the Zodiach, and commanded the Stars of France 
to celebrate a Dunalma; before ſhe wasoblig'd to be 

te Meſſenger of more ſad Tidings, and ro proclaim | 
the Death of this Young Princeſs, to the Conſtellati- 
cher aſſiſted at her Bim. 
nun a Word: She was born on the 18th. of 


the 11th, Moon, and died on the goth. of the 


& 12th, It looks as if ſhe only came into the World 
to be a Witneſs of the Concluſion of the Peace be- 
= tween her Father Lewis XIV. and her Grandfather, 
© Philip, the King of Spain; and ſo return to the Re- 
gion of Separate Souls. | „„ 
| This Peace was in General Terms fign'd and 
ſeal d long ago, but there remain'd ſome Difficulties 
in adjuſting the Limits of the French Conqueſts, 


which were referr'd to the Management of Com- 


miſſioners on both Sides: And theſe, after they 


had debated the Matter for the Space of Two Years, 


| at St, Omers, Arras, and Metz, at length finiſh'd_ 


| their Negotiation on the 25th. of the 11th. Moon, of 


the laſt Year. Which was juſt Seven Days after the 
This Royal Infant alſo liv'd to ſee Dunbirb, one | 


to 


bold Africans will perpetually a 
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to her Father by the Engliſh, in whoſe Hands it hd II 
been, ever ſince *rwas firſt taken from the Spaniards, 
The King took Poſſeſſion of this Important Place 
in his own Perſon, entring the Town on the 2d of 
the laſt Moon. 1 5 2 
| Tis look d upon as a grand Overſight in the Eu. pre 
gliſb, thus tamely to part wich a Fortreſs which i We 


: | ö im) 
inexpugnable by Land, and commands the Ne m 
Seas. But Money over- rules all other Conſiderations, Ii 


8 it ſeems, the Engliſh Court had Occaſion for an 
There is lately a good Underſtanding eſtabliſſid W' nc 
between this Ring and the Emperour of Ger ma. D 
They often write Friendly Letters one to another, v 
and ſeem to be perfectly reconcil'd. To ſpeak the o 
Truth, this may be call'd the Pacifick Lear among 
the Inhabitants of Europe. For, excepting ſome 
Skirmiſhes and Bravado's of War between the Sha. 
niards and the Portugueze, all the Reſt of Chriſten- 
dom is in Peace. And the Portugueze have fo 
ſtrengthen d themſelves by marrying their Infanta to 
the Engliſh King, that what through his Aſſiſtance 
and the Aid * France, ſhe has almoſt reduc'd Spain 
to a Neceſſity of making Peace. 8 
Thou wilt ſay the Portiguexe have over. reach d 
the Engliſh in the Dowry they give with their Inſan- 
ra. This is only the Town of Tangier in Barbary, 
A Place which will coſt them far more to defend 
againſt the Moors, than it is really worth. For, thoſe 
fault the Town, and 
oblige the King of England to maintain a vaſt Gari- 
ſon in it, beſides a Multitude of other Expences. 
This makes the Portuguexe ſecretly ſmile, to find 
themſelves hand ſomly rid of Two great and burthen- 
ſome Charges, a Daughter of the Royal Blood, and 
an Old Fortreſs of no Uſe or Service, ſave only to 
diminiſh the Publick Treaſure, and make away with. 
ſome Thouſands of Men every Year. 


Vol. VI. 4 Spy at PARIS. 117 
Illuſtrious Grandee, tis no ſmall Encouragement to 
che poor Exil'd Mahmut, that though he be malign'd, 
ſlander'd, and perſecuted by his Enemies, yet he 
ſtill finds Protection and Friendſhip from the Princi- 
pal Miniſters. And that inſtead of Checks and Re- 
proaches, co which I was formerly accuſtomed, 
my Salary is now augmented to the Proportion of 
mu Neceſſary Expences ; Money is ſent me with a 
liberal. Hand, and my Slanderers are put to Silence 
and Shame. 5 
Thou may'ſt acquaint the Divan, that there is 
now at this Court, the Eldeſt Son to the King of 
| Denmark. What his Buſineſs is, People conjecture 
variouſly. Some ſay tis Love, others affirm 'twas 
only the Deſire of ſeeing Foreign Courts drew this 
prince from his Native County. 
© Thou may'ſt alſo inform them, that the Duke of 
Savoy has married a Princeſs of the Blood Royal, 
= they call her Madamoiſelle de Vulois. Eliachim 
the Jew lies dangerouſly ſick of a Fever. 
As for me, who never had my perfect Health 
ſince I came to Paris, yet I retain a ſound Mind, 
and a Heart inviolably devoted to the Intereſt of the 
| Grand Signior: Whom God long preſerve on the 
E Throne of the Ottomans. oe 
Paris, 10*® of the 1ſt Moon, 

of the Tear 1663. 


LETTER XK. 


Jo the Kaimacham. 


TTYERE is a Man come to this Cicy, a Calabrian 
by Birth, and of Il Countries by Education; 

For he has been a Traveller from his Intancy, it 
| „ what 
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what he relates of himſelf be true. He ſpeaks al! ©; 
moſt of the Languages of Europe very fluently, ard i; 
reſorted to by People of divers Countries, under the 
Character of a Fortune-Teller and Phyſician. He per. 1 g 
forms both Parts to the Admiration of all that hae © 
been with him. | 5 B 
The Princes and Nobles of France viſit him daih, 
and ſo do Perſons of Meaner Birth. They diſcover 
to him their Secret Maladies, and this Apollo ſeldom 
fails of Succeſs in curing them. He beſtows Ten 
Hours a Day in freely converſing with People of all 
Ranks and Qualities; healing the Diſeaſes of ſome, 
and telling to others their Future Deſtinies. 
I went to his Chamber one Day, not to learn my 
Fate ( for I have little Faith in Modern Prophets or 
Aſtrologers; Nor to be curd of any Diſtemper, 
having no Eſteem for + Quacks and Emperichs ; be- 
| ſides, I was in good Health at that Time) but Cu- 
rioſity was the only Motive which led me thither, 
that I might improve my felt in other Reſpects by 
this Stranger's Company, and learn ſomething 
which I knew not before of Foreign Courts, where. 
by I might become more Serviceable to the Grand 
Signior in this Station, and farther unravel the Se- 
cCrets of Chriſtian Princes. For ſo it often falls our, 
that a Man reaps ſome Conſiderable Advantage 
from the Society of Travellers and Men of Experi- 
ence: And I had good Reaſon to hope for ſome 
Profit by this Man's Acquaintance, who is thought 
worthy to be Courted by the Grandees of 
France. | „ | 
Wherefore I addreſs'd my ſelf to him with A. 
bundance of Ceremony and Regard ; ufing alfo a: 
much Diſſimulation as I thought neeeffary to con- 
ceal my ſelf and the Deſign I had in coveting his 
Friendſhip. I ſeem'd a great Admirer of Judicial 
Aſtrology, and told him I was very ambitious to learn 
the Rudiments of that Science from him, 55 
acts . ecard 
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I jcard his Skill highly commended not only by Vul- 


ar Fame, but by the Mouths of Men of Senfe and 
Quality, who gave him a fair Character. I ſaid a 
great deal more to inſinuate my ſelf into his good 
Opinion, Bur there being Company with him, he 
return d my Compliments with much Civility, and 


defird me to come to him at a more convenient 


E Seaſon, and to leave my Name, chat he might order 
bis Servants to give me a kind Reception at any 


Time, if he himſelf ſhou'd be out of the Way, be- 
cauſe it was Common to ſend many from the Door 


without introducing em. I told him my Name 
was Titus of Moldavia, and that my Buſineſs at Paris 
nas to Study inthe Academy, in order to my Prefer- 


ment in the Church. When he had taken this down 
in Writing, with the Hour and Minute of the Day, 
after the Manner of Aſtrologers, he begg'd me to 
| excuſe the Neceſſity he was under of returning to 

his Company; and ſo I took my Leave. 


Not many Days after, I went to him again, full 


of Hopes that I ſhould benefit much by his Compa- 


ny. But asſoonas he ſaw me, he ſurpriʒ d me with 
this Language: | 5 

« Sir, you have ventur'd much in coming to me: 
“For now tis in my Power, to diſcover you and 
« your Buſineſs in this City. But if I ſnoud be- 
tray any Man, my Gift wou'd be taken from me. 
« I am neither a Follower of Moſes, Feſus or Maho- 
net, nor of any Sec that is now, exrant on 
« Earth +» But I adore the Spirit and Soul of the 
« Univerſe, which is Eternal and Infinite. There- 
fore I hate no Man for his Religion, let it be 
what it will. And you that are not what you 
* ſeem to be, ſhall receive no more Hurt from me 
„in this Place, than the Coadjutor of Paris: 
« For I am of no Party or Faction. All Men are 
«equally my Friends, who do me no Wrong, and 
* every Place 15 my Home, e 8 


Thou 
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Thou may ſt imagine that I was in no ſmall af. 

niſhment at this Diſcourſe. But recollecting ny 
Spirits, and conſidering it had always been my Op. 
nion, That theſe Fortune-Tellers deal by Confede. 
racy; and ſuſpecting that my Name being kno 
to him ſo long before, it was not difficult for hin 
ro inform himſelf ſomething of me; or thx 
ſome body of his Acquaintance who knew me, ha4 
ſeen me go in and out from him, and fo told hin rer 
ſome of my Circumſtances, I made a Shew of going Sie 
away diſſatisfy'd, faying, It will be but loft Time h an 
hearken any longer to you : For I perceive you know n. ha 
thing of me, in telling me Im not the Man J ſeem to he. it 
No, repli d he with an obliging kind of Earneſtneſs, N. 


Jou are an Arabian, and ſerve ſome Eaſtern Prince I. WW of 
cognito, Then he went on, and told me in a few 
Words ſome Former Paſſages of my Lite. He hint. th 


ed at the Dangers I had been in, during my re. 
dence at Paris; mention'd my Captivity at Palem, P. 
and the Rencounter I had with my old Sichen 
Maſter. To be brief, he told me ſo many other 
Things which I knew to be true of my ſelf, that! 
grew very uneaſie in his Company, and yet durſt 
not depart from him of a ſuddain, or ſhew any 
Diſcontent. But muſtering together all the Diffimu- 
lation and Artifice I cou'd, I turn'd the Diſcourſe to 
other Subjects; ſeeming very Importunate to learn 
Aſtrology of him, and promiſing him a large Gratui- 
ty, if he would teach me, I fairly took Leave, re- 
Giving, if. ꝓoſſible, never to fee him more. : 
Never was Man in greater Anxiety, than I was 
when I came home to my Chamber, and ponder'd 
what had paſs'd between this Stranger and me. | 
am not Credulous of Miracles, Prophecies or pre- 
rended Revelations. Vet I proteſt ſolemnly, I cou'd 
not forbear thinking, he was endu'd with an extra- 
ordinary Faculty of Divining, or at leaſt, that he 
was an excellent Aſtrolager. Nay, to this Day I know 
CJ „ | nor 
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not well what to conclude of him. He may, for 
ought I know, be a Demon Incarnate; or perhaps he 
is a Magician, Sometimes I think one Thing, and 
EZ ſometimes another. If he * theſe Prophe- 
tick Parts by Confederacy, ſtill I'm at a Loſs how 
he ſhou'd come to know ſo much of me, who al- 
ways thought my ſelf the privateſt Man in Paris, and 
have negleted no Methods that were proper to 
render me ſuch in Truth. Then I ſuſpe& my Old 


Sicilian Maſter is one of this Man's Correſpondents, 


and has told him ſome of my Circumſtances: For 1 
have no Reaſon to be jealous of Eliachim the ew. 
t muſt be ſome ſuch Way, or elſe he is more than a 
E Man, that can thus readily penetrate into the Secrets 
E Sage Kaimacham, I pray God defend thee from 
the Snares of Counterfeits and Falſe Pretenders. 


© Paris, 1370 of the iſt Moon, 
F the Tear 1663. 


pe} 
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LETTER XX 
Jo the Captain Baſſa. 


; WI AT I am going to relate wou'd ſeem In- 
f credible to my ſelf, and for that Reaſon 1 
vou d not give it any Room in a Letter to all the 
| diſcerning: Miniſters of the Port, were it not cou- 
fim d by Letters from ſeveral Merchants in the 
| North Parts of Holland to their Correſpondents in 
this City. And they all agree, That on the 9th. 
Day of the Moon of November, a Strange Man was 
ſeen to float on the Sea near the Shore, being ſup- 
ported by a Piece of Timber, on which he Gate 
wich a Bottle of Strong Waters in wy Hand. Tow | 
VVV 


122 Letters Writ by Vol. VI. 
who firſt beheld this Spectacle, were Fiſhing in 1 
ſmall Boat; and judging him to be the Relique of 
ſome Shipwreck (for there had been Violent Tem- 
in thoſe Seas about that Time) made up to 
im, and took him into their Skiff. He expreſsd 
his Gratitude for this Kindneſs, in the beſt Manner 
he cou'd ( for no Body underſtood his Language, ) 
And when he was come aſhore, he fell on his 
Knees ; and having lift up his Eyes and Hands to 
Heaven, he proſtrated himſelf, and kiſs'd the 
Earth. His Garments were made of the Skins of 
Fiſhes, the Hair of his Head of a Flaxen Colour, 
and he ſeem'd not to be Faint for Want of Suſte- 
nance: Which made every one conclude, That 
| he had kept up his Spirits with that Chymical 
Liquor in the Bottle, which was near half emp- 
As ſoon as he ſaw the Riſing Moon, he fell 
on his Face, and mutterd certain Barbarous 
Words, knocking his Fore-head againſtthe Ground, 
Then he roſe and danc'd after a Wild Manner, 
ſinging pretty Natural Airs: And at every Stop, 
with his Right Hand extended, pointed to that Pla. ei 
net, expreſſing both in Tone and Actions much 
Devotion and Love. . 
Many Learned Men were ſent for, to conſider 
this Stranger, and if poſſible, by Signs or other 
Means to diſcover from whence he came, and what 
Fate or Accident had thus abandon'd him to the 
Fury of the Winds and Waves, to the Extremity of 
Hunger, Cold, and Watching; and to the devour- 
ing Jaws of Sea-Monſters. But all their Efforts 
were unſucceſsful; They ſpoke to him in ſeveral 
Languages, he anſwer'd them, bur ſtill in a Diale& 
different from any of theirs, and altogether un- 
known. He ſeem'd to utter his Words in a Tone 
between whiſtling and ſinging; which made ſome 
conclude, he was a Chineſe, becauſe that People 
at ͥͤͥͤͥü Bang p- 
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vronounce many of their Letters after the ſame Man- 
rer. So do the Inhabirants of Tunguin, and Mala- 
bar, with other Kingdoms in the Eaſt of Aſia, and 
letters with them are as ſignificant as Words with 
the Europeans. nz ſhew'd him Globes, and Maps of 
the World, done by ſeveral Hands, and in various 
Languages, with particular Charts of all the Mari- 
ine Regions on Earth. But, to no other purpoſe, 
Ethan to excite his Devotion afreſh to the Moon, 
Whoſe Reſemblance he ſaw on ſome of thoſe Papers. 
ne wou'd ſmile at that Sight, kiſs his Fore-finger, 
and with a Religious Complaiſance touch the Figure 
Jof that Planet: Then ſeeming to be in a wonder- 
ful good Humour, he wou'd turn round and fall a 
dancing with his Arms ſtretch'd and turn'd in the 
Eſme Poſture as thoſe who uſe Caſtanets, or Cym- 
bals. Singing all the while a Sort of inarticulate 
Wounds, but ſurprizingly Muſical and Sweet. So 
that No-body knew what to make of him 
= He appeard very temperate, modeſt and re- 
ſien d; refuſing no Meats or Drinks that were of- 
ferd him; yet neither eat nor drank to Exceſs. 
Neither was he diſcontented at his Lodging, or any 
other Uſage; though they tried to vex him ſeveral 


— % N 


er ways, that they might ſee how he would vent his 
« {Waffion. But he ſmiled at all, and ſubmitted pati- 
at {Wently to every Thing they impos'd on him. ES, 
e One thing was obſervable, That where ever he 
of New any Water, he wou'd run to it immediately, 
r- {Ward waſh himſelf, as well as he cou'd in thoſe Cir- 
ts cumſtances, never forgetting to ſprinkle ſome to- 
ral Nvard that Part of the Heaven, where the Moon was 
ect Visible. And when they led him into the Fields or 
in- Cardens, he wou'd crop the Graſs, and Flowers, 
ne Hand with a compos'd Look wou'd throw them up in 
me the Air, adding ſuch Religious Geſtures, as con- 
ple unc d every one, That he did it in Honour of ſome 


ro- {Wower above. Various were the Conjectures of Men 
TN 8 2 Abour 
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about him; ſome were of one Opinion, and other, 
of a quite different. No-Body.cou'd poſitively con. 
.clude any Thing. Neither is it poſſible, as I'm in. 
form'd, for the Wiſeſt Men in thoſe Parts to fing U 
Perhaps he's ſuch another, as Imaum Rapibabet, ; 8 
Perſian Writer, mentions, who in the Year of tie . 
Hegira sog. was taken up by a Merchant-Ship of | 
India, in the Streights of Babel-Mandel, pretend. 
ing to be dumb, but capable of Hearing, Writing, 
and expreſſing himſelf ſeveral other Ways, if any Bo- 
dy cou d have underſtood his Language. At laſt he 
was found to be an Ethiopian Slave, run away 
from his Maſter; an Ingenious Fellow, and one that 
ſpoke all the Languages of thoſe Parts ; and there, 
fore, chat he might be admir'd, wou'd. be ſure w 
write in a Character of his own Invention, which 
the greateſt Sages cou d not read. | 
_ Mighty Baſſe, thou encountereſt on that Element, 
with ſtrange Monſters, and Creatures under no 
Name or Predicament that is known, yer none ſo 
terrible and dangerous as Cheats and Impoſtors. 
From which I pray Heaven defend thee and me; 
For they infeſt both the Sea and Land, 


Paris, 17th of the 24 Moon, 
F the Tear 1663, 


To Nathan Ben Saddi, 4 Jew at 
„ Vienna. r 


— 


T HE Term of our long mutual Silence, enjoyn d 
1 . us by our Superiours, is now happily expir d; 
and we have with good Succeſs, manag'd our ſepa- 

| 36h rate 
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rate Parts without holding any Correſpondence to- 
gether. This was only a Tryal of our Fidelity, 
Conduct, and Obedience: Or perhaps twas no 
more than a Caprice of Policy, or a vain Whim of 
State. For, tis uſual with great Men, thus to 
= practiſe Experiments on thoſe whom they deſign to 


| 
$ 
1 
| 

t 


— — 


; = employ in the moſt important Affairs. Whatever 
it be, we have acquitted our ſelves like Trufty 
SFJuaaves; and that's enough for us. 2 ; 
"W& This comes to thy Hand by an Armenian Mer-- 
cchant: One in whom I confide. Here are Abun- 
dance of that Nation in Paris, and other Parts of 
= France, They travel up and down from one Coun- 
'W try and City to another, under the Pretext of Tra- 
de; but are really Spies, ſent from the Princes 
ot the Eaſt, to obſerve the Counſels of theſt 


= Weſtern Courts, the Defigns of Nazarene Monarchs, 
and to take an exact Eſtimate of the Strength 
and Riches of theſe Infidels. For, though they 
= outwardly profeſs themſelves to be Followers of 
Feſus, yet in their Hearts they believe the Alcoran, 

and Honour Mahmut our Holy-Lawgiver 

” There is a Kind of Magick in Truth, which for - 
cibly carries the Mind along with it. Men readil 
embrace the Dictates of fincere Reaſon. Yet tho 
of thy Nation are obſtinate, and ſhut their Eyes 
wilfully againſt che very Light of Nature. Lou 
over· value your ſelves and your Lineage; becauſe 
| you are the Poſterity of Iſack, the Son of Sarah 
the Free-Woman and Wife of Ibrahim : Reproach- - 
N ing us, that we are the Off-ſpring of Iſmael the Son 
of Hagar, a Concubine and Slave. You conſider 
not that Iſmael was the Eldeſt Son of that Glorious 
| Patriarch; and that by the Law of Moſes it is en- 
acted, That the Firſt-born Son ſhall inherit his Fa- 


f ther's Patrimony, though he were the Son of a baſe 
; abject Slave, or hated Concubine, Did Moſes make 


| a Law contrary to thar of his Fathers; Or, cou 
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Ibrahim the Beloved of God, do any thing contra 
to the Divine Will ? How then cou'd he be guilty 
of diſinheriting 1/mael his Eldeſt Son, the Flower 
of his Strength, and Firſt-Fruir of his Vigor! 

Doubtleſs the Majeſty and Light of God which paſsd 
from Adam to Seth, Enoch, Noah and Ibrahim, reſted 
alſo on Iſmael, Heir Apparent of the Divine Pro. 
miſes, Father of many Princes and Noble Nati. 

ons, | 8 

Let thoſe therefore of thy Nation, ceaſe to boaſt 
af their Pedigree, and exalt themſelves above the 
Victorious and Triumphant Iſmaelites, Children of 
a high Stock, a Race wherein ſhines forth the 
Luſtre of the Ancient Renown, and the Right of 
Promogeniture: A Lineage of IIluſtrious Honour, 
multiply'd as the Leaves of the Trees, numerous as 
the Stars of Heaven, proſperous in all Things, by 
the Special Benediction of God, Whereas, thou 
knoweſt, the Iſraelites never made any great Figure 
on Earth, and are now reputed no better than Va- 
F abonds throughout the World. 
Jour Rabbi's reply to this, by owning that our Fa- 

ther Imael was indeed a Great Prince; but that he 
Was withal a Wild and Salvage Man, who ſuppor- 


ted his Nobility and Grandeur by Rapine and Blood, 


dwelling altogether in Deſarts and unfrequented 
Places; robbing the Caravans of Merchants and 
Travellers, oppreſſing the Poor, and murthering 
the Innocent. In Fine, they give this Character 
of him, That his Hand was againſt every Man, and 
every Man's Hand againſt him. 
To this Accuſation they alſo add another, That 
the Princes of the Eaſt who deſcend from Iſmael, 
have all along, even to this Day, eſtabliſhed their 
Thrones in Cruelty, Maſſacres, and Parricides. 
Fathers bereaving their Children of the Lives they 
gave em; and Children putting their Parents to 
Death: Brothers murthering Brothers, aud 8 
. 5 | 1 | CINE 


. FFP or een tee RI 
* n JKccdpn. PC EY DEI 8 * 2 8 5 
NN Ol nn ar oo ron wk ik LOAN, . 
8 e s * - 


V 
0 3 e 


>» 


5B oo. ops — 2 — — 


* . „ 


2 

ys 
In 

3 
* 
"» 

* 
A 

. 
a 

* by 
S 
. 
* 
"3 
* 
5 
5 
= 

454 

N 

Fx 
6 


- 2 2 Len 1 . 538 adn Ee Sr. beat Finds "> >. On - 
SI tide hat fs WO FOES 83 rr EISSIN IE Ha, 
3E LES? HI OY OT os om 


e 
e 


Vol. VI. a Spy at PARIS. 127 
ſicing their neareſt Relations to the Maxims of a 
Barbarous Policy, the Reſtleſs Suſpicions of State. 
And*thar all this is more eſpecially manifeſt in the 
Sublime Houſe of the invincible Ottoman. Th 
Theſe are. the Charges of Hebrew Spight, th 
Slanders which your Doctors caſt on the Progeny of 
Ibrahim, even on Iſmael and his Children, to this 
Day. Bur I, would have thee, Nathan, refle& im- 
partially on Things, and ſuffer not ehy Judgment 
to be impoſed on by the Sophiſtry of your Scribes. 
Look back to the Primitive Times of Iſrael, exa- 
mine the Written Law, the Records of Moſes 
and the Seniors. There thou wilt meet with fre- 
quent Examples of thoſe very Crimes which you 
lay to our Charge; true Parallels of the ſuppoſed 
Tyranny and Inhumane Actions, with which you 
tax the unblemiſhed Iſmae lite. 
Did not your Father Facob ſupplant his own 


eldeſt Brother Eſau ? Did he not cheat his Uncle 
Laban of his Sheep? What was wanting to him of 


IſmaePs Valour and Fierceneſs, he ſupplied with a 
Fox-like Craft and Subtilty. Yer, how often did 
he plunder the Children of Hamor ? and boaſted af- 
terwards of the Preys he had taken from them with _ 
his Bow and Spear. %%% ;ũẽr᷑ r; & 
When your Fathers came out of Egypt, what a 

Carnage did Moſes their Leader commit, when he 
commanded the Sons of Levi, to ariſe with their 
Swords in their Hands, and every Man to kill his 
Brother, his Friend and his Neighbour fo thar 
there fell that Day, at the Foot of Mount Sinai, 
Three and Twenty Thouſand Men? Yer for the 


| Sake of this deteſtable Tragedy he bleſs d em, ſay- 
ing, Tou have conſecrated your Hands this day in Blood, 


every man in the Blood of his Neighbour. Behold !. 


ike Original of your Prieſthood, which is the 


Higheſt Rani oz Nobility among the Fews. 
SEN G4 Remember 


(5 
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Remember how your Fathers almoſt cut off the 0 
whole Race of Benjamin, fo that there were nor a. beſid 
bove Six Hundred Menof that Tribe left alive. For. Hf tl 
get not alſo, how Abimelech of the Tribe of Me. O 
naſſe, got the Sovereignty by Maſſacring Seventy of Neft 
His own Brothers on one Stone. Your own Records er 
Jay, That Cod gave you Kings in his Wrath, among Wind 
— 2 there was not one who was not a Man of Wand 
Blood. And in the whole Catalogue, you can ſcarce Ether 
find Four who were not tainted with Sacrilege, Non 
Idolatry, and other enormous Vices. ui: 
In a Word, Nathan, both the Sons of Imael and y 


Iſac, were but Men; and if thou haſt nothing elſe {Witho 


to object againſt the Former, but what thou muſt el 
confeſs the latter were equally guilty of, I adviſe 1 hi 
thee hencetorth to lay thy Hand upon thy Mouth, We 

and ceaſe to {peak Evil of thoſe, againſt whom Wiſe! 


No Man can ſharpen his Tongue or Pen and pro» h 
Faris, 224 of the 2d. Moon, ſh 
f the Tear 1663. = 

proc + 1p | 6; — = 9 — un 
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1 Concluded my other Letter ſomething imperfect- 
I y, and ſhort of my Defign, being interrupted by 
a ſudden Deluge of Humours overflowing my Eyes, 
accompanied with a Tempeſt in my Head, which at 
once took from me the Power of thinking regularly, 
and of ſeeing how to Write. I am often ſubject to 
theſe Weakneſſes of late, and to many other Mala- 
dies. My Body ſenſibly decays ; Age aud (ee, 
Watching and Sickneſs, With a TPC1.nq Caſuatrc 
: Ee. Fo | beſide, 


mid” am ad Aa IT. 


CY 
£3 
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B-ſide, haue almoſt diflolv'd this congeal'd Medly 
bt the Elements. Methinks, I am now no more than 
poor Skeleton, to which Nature and Fortune, have 
tt a dry wither'd Skin, for Modeſty's Sake, eo co- 
er irs Nakedneſs; with a few evacuated Veins 
Bind Arteries ; ſhrunk Sinews, Tendons, Muſcles, 
Ind Cartilages, to rack this Machine of toge - 
Ether, and keep it in Morion. In a Word, I ſeem 
o my ſelf to be only a Hobgoblin or Ghoſt in Dif- 
Epuize; I cannot ſay, Incarnate, (for Te loſt all 
* Fleſh ) but only bagg d or clouted up in the 
voſt contemptible Shreds, Rags, and antiquated 
eliques of Mortality, like a Meudlin or Scarecrow, 
1 hang 8 , ES 
Let, ſuch as I am ar theſe Years, I ſtill poſ- 
ſeſs at certain Seaſons more ſerene and vigorous 
Thoughts, than in rhe Days of my Youth, when | 
Mas full of Marrow and good Blood. I can feel my 
Foul ſometimes fluttering her Wings, and briskly 
hiking off the heavy, ſlimy Cloggs of Earth, of 
Sleep, and of enchanted Life, or living Death. 
She ſtruts and Plumes herſelf, ſhe mounes aloft 
und glides in Happy, though but Momentary Fore- 
kaſtes of Eternal Bliſs. And then lurd down again 
by Charms of her accuſtom'd Eaſe and Pleafure in 
the Fleſh, ſhe comes to Hand at Call, and being 
Ehoodwink'd from the Radiant Light of Heaven, ſhe 
tamely perches on the meaneſt ſenſual Appetite, 
which eaſily conveys her to her wonted Darkneſs, 
This is the changeable State of Mortals, and we 
muſt not expect a fixed Condirion on this fide the 
Sepulcher. The Noble and the Vulgar are equally. 
Eliable ro theſe Inconſtancies of Spirit; neither can 
the moſt exalted State of Sovereign Monarchs, Pri- 
vilege them from the common Frailries of Man- 
kind. They are no otherwiſe dſtinguiſned from 
| the Meaneſt of cheir Slaves, than only by che Vaſt- 
nels of their Poſſeſſions, their numerous Retinue, 
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their unlimited Power, and the vain Pageantry d 
external Honour. e 

If we examine the Origin of Nobility, and Roy! 
Grandeur; if we trace the Genealogies of Princs 
and Porentates up to their Fountain, we ſhall fd 
the Firſt Fathers of theſe noiſy Pedigrees to he 
cruel Butchers of Men, Oppreſſors, Tyrants, Perf. 
dious Truce-breakers, later and Parricides, 1 


2 Word, the moſt Primitive Nobility was no oth; 


than Potent Wickedneſs, or dignified Impier, 
And all the ſucceſſive Continuations of it by Inte 
ritance, Election, or otherwiſe, even to theſe My. 
dern Times; are but ſo many Traducts of exorti 

tant Power and Honour, acquir'd and propagated hy 
the moſt enormous Vices, by Practices unworthy d 
Men, and of which the Authors themſelves are 1} 
ways aſham'd, Therefore they cover their unjuſ 
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Encroachments and Invaſions, with the ſpeciou 


Pretexts of Juſtice and Virtue , calling that Con. 


queſt, which is no other than down: right Robbery, 1 


and profeſſing themſelves Patrons of Mens Libertie 
and Rights, Religion and Laws, whilſt in Effect they 
are the greateſt Oppreſſors, Hypocrites, Atheiſts 
and O ut - laws in the World. „ 
This is not only true in the Race of 1mae! and 
 Taac, of whom I made mention in my other Letter, 
but in all the Families which have ever made arty 
eminent Figure and Noiſe in the World, _ 
Whar were the Four renowned Monarchies, but ſo 
many Empires of Bandit), Governments of Fes. 
Booters, Pyrates and Licens'd Thieves 2 As Diamedes 
told Alexander the Great. © I, ſays he, becauſe! 
play the private Corſair, and cruiſe up and dow 
the Seas with one ſingle Ship, am accus'd as 4 
© FPyrate; thou that doſt the ſame Thing with 1 
mighty Fleet, art call'd an Emperour. If thou 


wert alone and a Captive, as I am, they would 


D eficem thee no better than a Thief: And were 
B39 F 
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« Tar the Head of a numerous Army, as thou art, I 
« ſhou'd be reverenc'd as an Emperour, For as to 
te the Juſtice of our Cauſe, there is no other Dif- 
« ference but this, That Thou doſt more Miſchief 
« than I. Mis fortune has compell'd me to be a 
« Thief, whereas nothing bur an intolerable Pride, 
« and infatiable Avarice puts thee upon the ſame 
« Courſe of Life. If Fortune wou'd prove more 
“ favourable to me, perhaps I might become bet- 
« ter: Whereas, thy continual Succeſſes make 
% thee but the worſe. Alexander admiring the 
Boldneſs of the Man, and the Reſoluteneſs of his 
Spirit, gave him a Command in his Army, that ſo 
he might rob and Plunder from thenceforth by 4. 


But, I. ſhou'd have begun higher in Antiquity 
with the Empire of the Afſyrians, founded by Ninus, 
in the Blood and Slaughter, Ruine and Deſtruction 
of all his Neighbours, and increas d after the ſame 
Methods by his Wife Semiramis; who begging of 
her Husband, that ſne might reign for Five Days, 


and he granting her Requeſt, ſne put on the Royal 


Ornaments, and ſitting on the Throne of uncon- 
trollable Majeſty, commanded the Guards to de- 
Rede and kill her Husband. Which being done, ſne 
ucceeded in the Empire, adding Æthiopia to her 
other Dominions, carrying a War into India, and 
encompaſſing Babylon with a Magnificent Wall; at 


laſt was kill'd by her Son NVimas. Thus was the 


Aſſyrian Monarchy eſtabliſhed in Regicides, Maſſacres 


and Carnage. And by the ſame Methods 'twas tran- 


ſlated by Arbactus to the Medes. He having caus'd - 


Sardanapalus, the laſt, and moſt effeminate of all the 


Aſſyrian Rings, to die in the midſt of his Concu- 
bines. Thus was Treachery and Murther handed 


down with the Sovereign Power; till at length _ 
Cyrus the Perſian transfer d them to this Country. 


Whoſe Son Cambiſes rais d the Second Univerſal Mo- 
G 6 narchy, 


132  LettersWitby Vol. VI. 
narchy, on the additonal Ruines of _ Other 
Kingdoms, cementing it with the Blood of his Bro- 
ther and his Son. - Yer, after all; it was tranſlated 
to the Macedonians, by Alexander the Great, not 
without an equal Guilt of Parrictde, and other Ex. 
orbitant Vices. From whom at laſt ir devoly'd to 
the Romans. | | 
What need I mention the ſcandalous Birth of Ro. 
"mus and Remus, the Twin-Sons of an Inceſtuous 


Veſtal ? Or, their debauch'd Education under a i 


common Proſtitute, fabulouſly veil'd by the Roman 
Hiſtorians, under the Title of a Wolf, to render the 
Origin of their Empire Miraculous? Why ſhou'd ! 
recount the Horrid Fratricide committed by Romulus 
on Remus his Brother; or the celebrated Rape of 
Sabine Wives, Virgins, and Widows ? It will ſeem 
 Invidious, to call to Mind the deſtable Murther of 
' Titus Tatius, the Good old Captain of the Sabines, 

with many other Barbarous Maſſacres. Yet theſe 
enormous Crimes were the Foundarions of the Ro- 
man Grandeur and Nobility, fo formidable after- 
Wards to the whole Earth. And the Superſtructure 
was anſwerable, throngh all the various Changes 
and Revolutions of Government, even to the Reign 
of Auguſtus: Ceſar, under whom Rome gain'd the 
Title of the Fourth Univerſal Monarchy. 


This Emperour, though he was. eſteem'd the 


moſt Merciful and Juſt Prince on Earth, yet he 


eſtabliſn'd his Throne in the Blood of his Kin- 


dired, facrificing the Children of his Uncle to 

the ends of State: And that he might not deviate 
from the Royal Ingratitude of other Princes, he 
barbaroufly extinguiſh'd the Off-ſpring of his Fa- 


ther's Brother, who had adopted him to the Inheri- 


tance of the Imperial Dignity. Scorning by an un- 
kingly Tendernefs, to ſpare the glorious Names of 


Antony and Cleopatra, to whom he was ſo nearly re. 


lated 
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© laced, and who had inveſted him with the Power 
of being ſo inhumane. 

l Twill not make thee ſick, by rehearfing the abo- 
© minable Lives and wicked Actions of the Nero s, Do- 
© mitian's, Caligula s,  Heliogabulus's, Gatiems's, and 
the reſt of thoſe Royal Monſters. Hiſtory it ſelf 
© bluſhes to recite ſuch Prodigies of Impiety, and 
8 | their very Names are odious » all Generations, 

lf we paſs from theſe _—_ ry Empires to Ring- 
| 5 doms of leſs Note, we ſhall ſtill trace the Foot -· ſteps 
of che ſame vices. Both Ancient and Modern 
© Records are full of theſe Tragedies. The Original 
kingdom of the Greeks took its Rife from the Parri- 
” cide of Dardams; and the Female Empire of the 
| Amazons, began i in the barbarous Maffarre of their 5 
= Husbands, All Ages and Nations afford us Exam- 
3 | ples of this Nature; and the higheſt Honours, 
© Dignities and Commands, were ever acquir'd and 
maintain'd by the Hi — Injuftice. 155 
Therefore, Honeft Nathan, let thou and I ne- 
ver envy the Nobles and Grandees of the Earth; 
but contented in our Humble Poſts, fitting under 
| the Umbrella's of a happy Obſcurity, let us ſerve 
the Grand Signior with A and a e void of . 
5 | injuſtice. 

| Paris, 224 of the 24 Moon, 

3 7 the Tear 1663. 
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LETTER XXII 


To Codarafrad, Cheik, a Man of the 
CE Te Bc 


cu wilt approve the Sentence that was Yeſter. 
T day executed on a Frenchman in this City, who 
ſaid he was the Son of God, and had perſuaded 1 
great many poor Ignorant People to believe him. 
He was burnt alive for his Blaſphemy, and his Aſhes 
kick d into a Ditch. Had he been convicted of this 
| horrid Impiety in any of the Grand Signior's Domini. 
ons, he had undergone the like or a more terrible 
Puniſhment : For the Alcoran expreſly ſays, That 
God has neither Wife, Son, Daughter, or Compa- 
nion And that thoſe ſhall ſuffer Eternal Pains, wh 
teach any ſuch Doctrine. Doubtleſs, there is but 
obne God, and the Eternal Unity cannot be divided, 
or multiply'd, to make more Gods in Faction, or 
procreate an Off-ſpring of dimunitive Deities, He, 
the Father of all Things, dwells in Eternal Solitude, 
and from an Infinite Retirement beholds the Various 
Generations of the Univerſe ; they are all equally 
his Of-ſpring, and tis Blaſphemy to affirm he has 1 
Son, or a Daughter, or a Companion like unto him- 
felf. For he is increated, unbegotted, and entire: 
Sole Poſſeſſor of his Own Glory, without Rival or 
Competitor. There was none before him, neither ſhall 
there be any after him. He is without Beginning or 
End. | LE | 
But theſe Infidels harbour ſtrange Opinions about 
a Trinity of Gods, and follow the DoFrines of Her- 
mes, Triſmegiſtus, Plato, Plotinus, and other Pagan 
' Philoſophers, who aſſerted a Triad in the Deity ; and 
on that Baſis, founded all rhe Politheiſm of the Gen- 
tiles. Hence Pythagoras drew his Tetragrammaton, 
„ by 
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by. playing the Chymical Arithmetician, and ex- 
tracting a Quaternity out of Three. But the Poets 
not puzzling their Heads with the Myſteries of theſe 


| Divine and Unintelligible Numbers, deliver'd their 


Theology in plain, groſs Fictions, ſuitable to the 
Capacities of the Vulgar : One midwifing a Goddeſs | 
out of Fupiter's Brains: Another ſtarting a God 
from his Thigh. Bur this filly Fellow, could nor 
derive his Pedigree ſo near as from a Little Toe of 
the Divinity. Therefore, he was deſervedly re- 
way to his Firſt Atomes, and ſpurn'd out of the 
World. „ „ "Ep 
The Freneh have various Kinds of Puniſnments 


for Malefactors; but none more terrible than 


Breaking on the Wheel. This is infficted only on 
Notorious Criminals, and the Manner is thus: The 
Party condemn'd is faſten'd to a Wheel, with his 


| Arms and Legs extended to their full Length and 


Wideneſs. Then comes the Executioner, and with 
an Iron Bar breaks one. Bone after another, till the 
miſerable Wretch is in the Agonies of Death; and 


ſo he is left, to expire in unutterable Torments: 
For, ſome Men of ſtrong Conſtitutions, will retain 
life in this Condition for Twelve or more Hours 
together. | - 5 


Honourable Codarafrad, though the Executions of 
the Eaſt are more ſwift and ſurprizing, than thoſe 
in the Weſt; yet they are not Comparable to them 
for Cruelty: The worſt Death being but a Minutes 
Pain. SOL. de EN 

Sage Cheich, I reverence thy accompliſh'd Know- 
ledge in the Laws of Equity and Fuſtice, 
Paris 1 856 of the 34 nn 

of the Tear 1663. 


The End of the Second Book. 
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LETTER 1 5 


To Solyman his Couſin, at Chal- 
9 cedon. 57 


| Commend hee for removing thus from Place 
to Place, and cou'd wiſh that thou would ſt 

not only exchange thy Reſidence through all 
the Cities ſeated on the Boſphorus, Propont is, 

| Euxine Sea, and the Helleſpont, but viſit by 

turns all the Famous Marts inthe World. 

Eraiſe be to God, we are not born in Moſcovy, 25 

China, 


% 
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china, or under the narrow: ſoul'd Governments of 
of Lycurgis, Plato, and ſuch kind of Jealous Law- 
Woivers; where it would be no leſs Puniſhment, than 
the Loſs of one's Eyes, Ears and Feet, if not of 
life itſelf, to travel out of his Native Country, or 
for a Stranger to come in, excepting Foreign Emba- 
dors and Agents, who in China are forc'd to travel 
with their Faces veild or muffled from the Con- 
nes to the Court, left they ſhould ſpie the Diſ- 
advantages of the Country. 5 
Doubtleſs this is repugnant to the Law of Nature 
and Nations, and Oppreſſion of Humanity, and di- 
rectly oppoſite to the Purpoſe of God, when he de- 
ſigu'd and made us for Sociable Creatures: For, 
E the whole Earth is bur as one Country or Province, 
common to Men and Beaſts. Tis our Element, 
and therefore we ought to be free in it, to range 
E where we pleaſe, as the Fowls do in the Air; and 
che Fiſh in the Sea, without any Law, Reſtraint, or 
Injury. Such a Thought as this made Socrates, 
when he was ask'd, What Country-man he was, an- 
ſwer, I am à Native f the Univerſe, and therefore 
© free to live where IT will * 
Thou know'ſt, our Couſin Hof has travelld over 
all Aſia and Aff ich, with ſome Parts of Europe. My 
| Brother Peſteli Hali, has alſo viſited many Regions 
in the Eaſt. Both of them have improv' heir | 
Eſtates and Fortunes in the World, the one at Aſtra- 
| can, the other at Conſtantinop le. Follow cheir Steps, 
and thou may ſt have thy Heart's Content. Go, and 
oblerve the different Manners of Men, their various 
; cuſtome, Laws and Religions. Survey the Moun- 
| ins, Vallies, Deſarts, Rivers, Lakes, Seas, Cities, 

Caſtles, Palaces, and all the other defirable Objects, 
which embelliſh this Globe,  _ | 

But beware of the Infirmicy of moſt Travellers, 
who, Camelion like, change their Humour and Man- 
ners as the Regions vary through which they pete 

Mere 


 Farigues and Contingencies of Humane Life, which 


} 
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Mere Mimicks, Buffoons, and Apes, who place they 
Excellency in imitating every Thing they ſee, v 
meet with. Thus degenerating from themſelyg 
inſtead of Improving their Minds in true Scieng 
and Wiſdome, and hardening their Bodies to endur: 
patiently the Injuries of the Elements, with all the 


are the chief Ends of Travelling, next to that ai 
Learning how to ſerve our Sovereign, and our Coun. 


try in a more refined Manner. OATS a 
Sol man, never think that thou wilt deſerve de 
Character of a Prudent Traveller, if at thy ret Wt _ 


thou canſt only boaſt of Strange and Incredible 
Things thou haſt ſeen, tell monſtrous Romance, 
and Fictions more Fabulous than thoſe of the WW 
_ Gentile Poets. Aim at Solid Knowledge, and the Wi 7 
Improvements of a Rational Creature, As thou g-. 
eſt out a Muſſulman, ſo return; but with all the 
Advantages that may recommend thee for a Peron WR > 
_ accompliſh'd in Hiſtyy, Morals, Politicks, and Di. 
ne FOG. v 
If chou dar'ſt not undertake a Ramble at large, go 
to thy Couſin Touf at Aſtracan, where he is ett! 
in a Way. of Traffick and Merchandiſe. Take thy 
Voyage by the Black Sea, and the Palus Meth, 
Caſt thy Eyes on the ancient Kingdom of Colchis, 
thou ſaileſt by her Shores; conſider the Temper 
of the Mingrelians, Circaſſians and Tartars, with the 
Reſt of the People through whoſe Territories thou 
wilt paſs. And when thou arriveſt at Aſtracan, tel 
my Couſin Jog, that I wiſh'd thee rs take this 
Courſe : He will reſpe& thee for thy Uncle's d. 
commendation. Shew him this Letter, and let his 
own Eyes ſee the Hand-Writing of Mahmut, the 
Aged, Weather-beaten Slave of the Earth's Great 
Sovereign; the old Grey, Grifled Watchman of the 
. Sublime Port, which is the Refuge of Mortals. He 
will find many Opportunities to advance thee. 1 
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ladviſe thee to wean thy ſelf from all Fondneſs, In- 
conſtancy, and Diſcontent. Be true to thy Truſt, 
© Sedulous and Active, Patient and Reſign d. Take 
all Things as they come from Deſtiny, without be- 
/ oEETIToonne 
So miy God bleſs thee, and give thee the Riches 
of the Earth, and the Sweet Influences of Heaven; 
make thee happy here, and hereafter. Finally, 
may thy Reſt be on high, in Paradiſe. . 
paris, 1ſt of the 57h Moon, 3 

of the Tear 1663. 1 
C 8 


CLE TIT ER 
Jo Peſteli Hali, his Brother, Maſter 7 
_ the Cuſtoms at Conſtantinople. 
| þ Fn is no Doubt, but when thou waſt in 
the Indies, the Names of Sultan Dara, Suja, 
| Aurengzebe, and Morad Batche were not leſs known 
to thee, than that of their Father Cha Tehan, the 
| Grand Mogul. Thy Buſineſs as well as Curioſity 
call'd thee often to the Court, where thou haſt 
heard the Characters of theſe young Princes, whoſe 
early Vears furniſh'd the World with Matter of 
{ Noiſe, and great Expectations, and gave the old 
Monarch that begat em Trouble and Care enough 
to keep em in Order, and prevent their Machi- 
nations againſt one another as well as againſt him- 
ſelf. For in thoſe Days he ſaw his Family divided 
into Factions, and a Royal Envy mix d with Ambi- 
non, whetring Brothers and Siſters againſt each o- 
| ther, who by Nature were made for the Offices 
% ͥ RT 
: Surely, tis but a glorious Infelicity for Children 
to be thus born Candidates of a Crown, when each 
e — 


forrify his Intereſt in Court and City, Country 
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is oblig d by a Principle of ſelf Preſervation, to pur 
ſue his Claim, in a Method wholly repugnant to Hu. 
manity and the Affection that is due to thoſe ofthe 
ſame Blood: When ſhaking off all Tenderneſsaud i 
Compaſſion, the Sons of one Mother muſt ſheath 
their Swords in each others Bowels, to prevent their 
own Fate; and raviſh a Crown by Force, to ſue 
their Lives. 3 Sp | : 
Let this is the Misfortune of all the Eaſten WE th 
Courts, that they cannot ſee a Prince aſcend the WF y 
Throne, without the Slaughter of his Brethren, aud © 
all that can be ſuſpe&ed to pretend, or ſtand in WF 
Competition with him for the Sovercignty. 
However, it muſt be confeſs d that the Indian po- 
licy in this Point is far more generous, than that af 
the Ottomans or Perſians. Who either immediately Wi 0 
after their Poſſeſſion of the Throne, Murther in cd 
Blood all the reſt of their Lineage; or at leaſt impri- i 
ſon them in ſome dark Dungeon during their Lives, 1 
1 
t 
f 
l 


und not ſeldom put out their Eyes. And this is 
owing to the Diſad vantage the unhappy Children 
of our Monarchs lie under, in that from cheir In- 
fancy they are confin'd to the Seraglio, and educa- 
ted under the Tutelage of Women and Exnuchs, even 
during the whole life of their Father; ſo that he 
who is advanc'd to the Throne, has all the reſt in 
his Cuſtody the Firſt Hour of his Reign. 
Whereas, in Indoſtan, che Princes of the Blood, 
are committed to able and learned Tutors, and as 
they grow in. Years, encreafing alſo in Knowledge, 
Wiſdom and Courage, they are diſpos d of, every 
one ſuitable to his Capacity. Some being made 
Miniſters of State, others Generals of Armies, 0 
| Governours of Provinces : Whereby each is put in 
2 Condition to make Parties for himſelf, among tie 
Grandees, and thoſe of Inferiour Degree, and to 


and Camp. Thus an open Field is left for al 


— 
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Joo try their Wir and Courage in, for the Sake 
Jof Inheritance; and tis more equal to let them No- 


bly Skirmiſh for a Crown, and make a Warlike 
% Lottery for Life or Death, then ſer up one with the 
Advantage and Character of a Butcher, and turn the 
Seraill to a Shambles, always polluted with Royal, 
Innocent Blood. = * 
But every State purſues. irs own Maxime; and 
chere are not wanting Men of the Law, who juſti- 

© fy this Inhumane Conduct of our Sultans, as the 
@ only means to prevent Publick Diſtractions and Ci- 

© vil wars: which always happen, where there are 
many Pretenders to the Imperial Dignity, As it 
© lately fell out in the Indies. 


CAR * 


ED A — 2 
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| E TI need not acquaint thee with what particular 
Disnities and Commands, the Great Mogul inveſted. 
lis Four Sons. Thou could'ſt ſufficiently inform 
ay ſelf of theſe Things when thou waſt at Dehli,, 
me capital Fa of Indoſtan. Neither need I ſay any. 
; Thing of Rauchenara Begum or her Siſter Saheb, the 
To Daughters of Cha Jehan. Thou that haſt been 
_ WE there in Perſon, know'ſt more of theſe Things, than 
I who am oblig d to the Merchants and Travel- 
er for all my Intelligence of the IndianAﬀairs. 
© hut 1 can certify thee of ſomething, which has 
been tranſacted there fince thy Return to Conſtanti- 

| nople, che Fame whereof perhaps is not yet arrivd 
1 the Imperial City, + Ft . 
Know then, that in the Year 1655, a Rumour 
being ſpread abroad through the Provinces of India, 
0 that Cha Tehan was dead; each of his Four Sons, 
11 began to lay about him for the Crown. They did 
al chat is uſual in ſuch Caſes for Ambitious Perſons 
w do, by courting the Omrabs and Rajas with large 
ePreſents and larger Promiſes, by obliging the So.. 
dien with immenſe Largeſſes; in a Word, by rou- 
uns up the Friend ſnhip and Integrity of their Adhe- 
ji 


rents, and by winning oyer Strangers to _ dif- 
F e 
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* ferent Parties, with whatſoever elſe was thought 
neceſſary to carry on a proſperous War againſt one 
another: For the Innate Deſire of Reigning, had 
equally poſſeſs d them all. But Deſtiny, which ay. 
ints and conſummates Humane Events, had te. 
ervd the Crown for Aurengzebe, who ſurpaſs'd al! 
the reſt in Policy and Diſſimulation. = 
With profound Craft this Prince over-reachq WW — 
his younger Brother, Morad Batche, and put him 
in Chains, in the midſt of Morad's own Army ; pa- 
cifying the Officers with Bribes, and the Commin 
Souldiers with Encreaſe of their Pay, whilſt he ſen: 
their General away Priſoner to one of his ſtrongeſt 
_ Caſtles. This was the Firſt confiderable Stroke he 
gave toward the gaining a Crown. For, now he 
was not only rid of one Competitor, and the moſt 
dangerous of all the reſt, but alſo became Maſter of 
his Army and all his Treaſure, which being joyned 
to his own, put him in a Condition, to purſue his 
good Fortune with Succeſs. Yet the War laſted 
almoſt Six Years, his Brother Sultan Sujah keeping 
him in Play on the Side of Bengale, and Sultan 
Dara near the Capital Cities Agra and Dehly, 
But at laſt they were both forc'd to yield to the 
Fortune of Aurengzebe. In fine, he was eftabliſh'd 
and now fits on the Throne of his Fathers, whilſt 
they fell Sacrifices to the Jealoſie and Revenge of 
of their Victorious Brother, being, as I'm inform'd 
taken Priſoners, and afterwards poyſon'd or hurry'd 
out of the World ſome other Way, ® _ © 
Thus paſſes away Humane Glory, like a Cloud 
driven before the Wind; or like the Smoak of 4 
Fire, which looks bright and gay for a while, 
crackles and gives Heat to all that are near it, but is 
cither ſuddenly quench'd with Water, or evapo- 
rates into Air, and is no more remember'd. Dear 
Peſteli, conſider chat this Earth is not our Native 
td i oats bb ns Sites Country: 


* 
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Country: we are Foreigners here below; let us im- 
Love our ſelves, by every Thing we encounter, in 
Knowledge and Virtue, without Learning the Vani- 
|; and Vices of Mortals, 


the Tear 1663. 


puis, th of the 6** Moon, 
10 


LETTER u. 
I0 Uſeph, Baſſa. 


ET JEre is great Rejoycing for the Converſion of a 
A certain Proteſtant Prince to the Faith of the 
Iman Church. They call him the Duke of Mekle- 
Wourgh, He is ſaid to ſpring from an Ancient Race 
Jof Kings among the Vandals. This Court carefles 
him in an extraordinary Manner, as they ufually do 
Lal Proſelytes of his High Quality; as for poor and 
vulgar Converts, they ſerve only to become the 
IPriefts Slaves aud Aſſes. pen pe pm SHI 
| The Ring, who is Styl'd the Eldeſt Son of the 
| Church, and therefore ought to appear a living De- 
monſtration of her boaſted Virtues, *has been very 
Liberal of his Favours to the New Devotee, creating 
him Knight of the Holy Spirit, which is the moſt _ 
Sublime Degree of Honour in this Kingdom, next to 
that of being made Peer of the Realm. 
Courriers arrive one at the Heels of another from 
the Duke of Beaufort, who is Cruiſing about on the 
© Mediterranean. But, I cannot get a Sight of any of 
them, nor learn what their Expreſſes contain. The 
| Courtiers and Stateſmen here are the very Wherl- 
Pools of Intelligence. Whatever News is communi- 
cred to them, is ſwallow'd up and loſt for ever in 
profound Silence. They receive all, but return 
Jr's N none 
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none again. However, People take the Liberty tg 
gueſs, every Man according to his Reaſon or Fancy, 

ome ſay, the Duke of Beaufort has engaged with 4 
Fleet of Algerines, and driven em into their Har. 
bour with great Loſs on their Side, and Triumph 
on his. Others laugh at this as only a Court. Ro. 
mance, who ſtrive to prepoſſeſs the Nation with 
proſperous Stories of the Kings Arms, both by Se 
and Land. Whilſt a Third Sort affirm, That thoſe 
Diſpatches come not from the Duke of Beaufort, 
who, they ſay, is dead, being kill'd by a Cannon. 

Bullet, in an Encounter with the Corſairs of Bar. 

bary: But, that they are ſent from the next Chic! 

Officers in the Thoulon Fleet, to give the King an 
Account of his Death, and receive New Orders. 
In the Mean while, we are wholly taken up here 

ar preſent wich the Reception of the Swiſs-Em- 
baſſadors. They made their Publick Entry into Pi 
yeſterday, after they had been magnificently enter. 
taind at the Caſtle of the Mood. A Thouſand Cha. 
riots accompanied them through the Streets of Pari. 
They are brave Jolly Perſons, Sons of Bacchus, and 
Hirelings to Mars, Stout in a Wine-Cellar, and no 
Cowares inthe rid. 
Courteous Baſſa, Thou ſeeſt I do no forget my 
Friends, but ſend to all by Turns, the Advices that 


come to my Hands. I wiſh thou would'ſt favour 


me with a ſhort Sketch of thy Pleaſure with the 

Grand'Signior, in the Neighbouring Plains of Adri- 

Paris, 10 of the 11") Moon, 
r 


LETTER 
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LETTER IV. 


Ir. Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal 


Secretary of the Ottoman Empire. 


Ils hard to determine, whether the French 


King excel in Martial Affairs, or in thoſe 


of State. He is good at Both. His Counſels are 

wiſe, and his Actions great. A Man both in Bo- 
dy and Mind, form'd for Empire: And out- ſtrip- 
ping his Years in all Things - fave the Affairs 7 
E Love. Theſe indeed he purſues with yourhful 
| Vigour and Paſſion, being by Nature very Amo- 
Frons, and efteem'd the Hand ſom'ſt Prince of this 

Age, by thoſe who conſider a Regular Shape, 
E Graceful Features, and a Majeſtick Awfulneſs in 
the Face, as the Principal Ingredients in a Maſ- 
& culine Beauty, Rats 9 5 5 


Tis certain, he's very Acceptable to the Ladies, 


who are the moſt Competent Judges in this Caſe. 
and they value him ſo much the more, becauſe 
his Love never abates the due Sentiments a Ah 
narch ought: to have of his Glory. For he grati- 

fies botli Paſſions, without ſuffering them to inter- 
fere, manageing his ſofteſt Intrigues with ſich 
exquiſite Prudence, as he ſtil] comes off a Hero, 


He has had many Miſtreſs, and *ris a manifeſt 


Diſcovery of his Wit, that he never faſten'd his 
Affections on any that deferv'd not the fame Cha- 
rafter. She that has the greateſt Share in his Heart 
bat preſent, is call'd the Dutcheſs of Vaujour; a 
Woman rais'd to that Title by the King's Bounty, 
for the Sake of his love. She has a Refin'd Wit, 
and that's all can be ſaid in her Praiſe. For, as 
to her Body, twould hardly tempt an indifferent 
Painter to employ his Skill, unleſs it were, in de- 
* H ſcribing 


COS Rc 


i 
| 
| 
| 


by their Subjects. 
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ſcribing what the Taylor endeavours to hide, and 
that's a De formity much like mine, a Remarkable 
Bunch in the Back. Ter chis great Monarch, love; 
her paſſionately, and will not be eaſily croſs' d in 
- his Amours. 1 | | 


The Queen and his Mother have endeavour'd by 


divers Methods to reclaim him; bur all prove in. 
. effetual. A while ago they fer his Confeſſor to 
work, who with Abundance of unſeaſonable Gra- 
vity, repreſented to the Young Invincible 30. 
nach, the Ill Conſequences of Unlawful Love (for, 
"theſe Infidels eſteem none Læwful, but what is be. 
ſtow'd only on One Vie.) He ſaid all that was 
proper for a Feſuite to urge on ſuch an Occation, 
and a great deal more; threatning the Royal Lo- 
ver with Severe Penance, and I know not what, 
Impatient of this Diſcourſe from 2 Subject, yer re. 
'ſpecting the Character he bore as a Prieſt, the 


King with a Reſerv'd Countenance, thank'd him 


for his Pious Counſel, telling him withal, that tor 
the Future he diſcharg'd him from his Service, be- 
ing reſolv'd to obey the Old Canons of the Church, 
and confefs to none but the Prieſt of the Pariſl. 
Thus the poor 2 was diſcarded, and beſides 
the King's Diſp 
the Cenſures and Curſes of his whole Order, for 
diſobliging fo potent .a Monarch, only to pleaſe 
Iwo peeviſn Women. N 


eaſure, he has drawn upon himſelf 


Illuſtrious Miniſter, Kings are as Gods on Earth; 


and they eſteem it a Prophanarion of their Djvini- 


ty, when their Actions are too narrowly ſcannd 


Paris, 7th. of the 1ſt. Moon, 


of the Tear 1664. 
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KEE i xp 


Conſtantinople. 


affect me with Incredible Delight, were ſuch 


perfect Antipathy between their Humour and 


Words are counter feited. This gocs mightily a- 
e inſt the Grain. But I have thought nothing too 
rauch to do or ſuffer, for our Great Maſter's Inte- 
et. And Tm ſtill of the ſame Reſolution. Yer 


Nature itſelf abliors Force and Reſtraint. There- 


This diſagreeable Station, and plac'd in ſome o- 

Kher Poſt, where I might ſerve God and the Grand 

nor with more Eaſe. 7 

„r WW Beſides, I have mer with nothing but Per ſecu— 

ſe ons and Reproaches from ſome at the Seraglio, 
yer ſince I came to this City; as I have often 


plord his Fayour and Interceſſion, that I might 


11 


he Loſs of my Head, if I deſery'd it. 
web 171 , H2 
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Jo Peſtelihali, his Brother, Maſter 
| of the Grand Signior' Cuſtoms at 


| T HE News which thy Letter imparts, wou'd 


. Thing. poſſible to come to paſs. It is long 
Time ſince Thave been weary of dwelling in Paris, 
land of converſing only with Infidels. There is a 


mine. And tis no ſmall Violence a Man does to 
lis Nature in ſuch a Caſe, when all his Actions and 


ore twou'd be a vaſt Comfort to be recall'd from 


þ. inted in my Diſpatehes to the Gtandecs, and par- 
1j- cularly once to the Noble Kerter Haſſan, Baſſu, 
rd ur Countryman and Friend. Wherein T alto im- 


have leave to retire into Arabia, and ſpend the 
eſt of my Days in the Place where I firſt drew | 
ny Breath; or at leaſt, that I might be permitted 
o return to Conſtantinople, and give an Account 
pf my Agency in theſe Parts, though it were to 


per- 
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I perceive that generous Baſſa took Compalſion 
on my Suferings, and has done his utmolt ro re. 
- Heve me. Tis ro him I owe the Propoſal that 
was made in the Diwan, of ſending me to the 
Curt of the Grand Mogul, there to Negotiate fone 
Private Affairs of Importance for the Sultan. 
here is nothing that I have had a greater Pal. 
ion for theſe many Years, than the Happiness 
A viſiting thoſe remote Parts of the Earth, fo ve 
nerable for the Antiquity of their *Inhabirant, 
and the Excellency. of their Laws, Cuſtoms, Reli. 
gion and Government; I mean, the Gentile Ind. 
ans, and not the Race of the Mogils, who came 
cout of Tartary, and are but of Yeſterday, in Com- 
--parifon wich the Aboriginal People, whofe Genes. 
logies and Poſleſſions of that Country, ſtretch be. 
yond all the Records in the World beſide. 
Ever fince I read the Fournal of thy Travels in 
the Eaſt, I was inflam'd with an ardent Deſire to 
"ſee that Renowned Nation to converſe with the 
Brumins, and pry into the Myſteries of their Un- 
.. known” Wiſdom which occaſions ſo much Dil- 
courſe in the World, Og 
I know not what ails me, but I promiſe my ſelf 
more Satisfaction from their Books, were I capable 
of underſtanding the Language in which they are 
_- writ, or from the Lips of thoſe Prieſts who have 
em in their Cuſtody; than from all the Prophets WM ji 
and Sages in the World. I fanſie I ſhou'd find t 
ſoniething prodigioufly ſtrange and amazing in 
„ their Hiſtory, yet ſquaring w:th Human Reaſon, 
add Probability of Truth. I ſhou'd meet with 
Arguments which'I cannor yer ſtarr, to prove the 
Eternity of the World; Arguments clear and de- 
E monſtrative: ſuch as wou'd eſtabliſh this Doclrine, 
Againſt all Objections chat have or can be made to 
1 - the contrary. . f.. 
| © _.The Idea which J already entertain of ſo un- 
| 


— 


— — 


e foo. twain 2 fwwnt 


«meaſurable 
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meaſurable a Duration, is only founded on my 
own Natura! Thoughts, and fupported by the Con- 
current Opinion of ſeveral] Ancient Philoſophers. 
But I ſhou'd. hape to ſee it diſcover d by theſe In- 
ian Records, to be à Truth as bright. as the Sun, 
and fixed as the, Center of the Earth. 

There is another thing, for which I mightily 
admire the Indians; and wherein I endeavour ro 
imitate them to the utmoſt of my Power: That is, 
the 2 and Tenderneſs they ſhew towards the 
hBeaſts. Tisa Thing which needs a confiderable 
Expiation, if by chance they kill any living Crea- 
ture, But, if they do it. wilfully, out of Cruel ; 
Wantonneſs or Malice, and not in their own De- 
L fence;. tis puniſh'd with Death, no leſs than it 
they had murder d a Man.. No care of Health, or 
Fear of Diſſolution by Sickneſs, can tempt one of 
the Brachman Race, to taſte a Bit of Fleth: Much 
eſs coud they be induc'd by the meer pleaſure of 
their Appetites, to commit that which they eſteem 
ſo enormous à Sin, and the very fountain of all 


— — * 
_ SOON - b 
1 


other Vices. They count it che greateſt Injuſtice 15 
that can be, to ſuſtain their own Lives, by the 9 
Death of any of their Fellow-Animals; and they gh 
eſteem it a Puſillanimity unbecoming a Man, when 0 
he dares not- venture his Life on the Fruits of the " 

| Earth, and the Milk of Cattle, .which he'may en- 15 
joy in Innocence, and Nature affords him more 15 
than enough, of all Sorts of lawful Nouriſhment. 1 
This Religious Abſtinence, .is the Mother of Þ 
Heroick - Vertues; and thaſe who practiſe it invio- i 

| lably, are always in a State to contemn the World, 10 
Death, and all Momentary Things. Hence it is, 1 
| that the Indians go to the Inviſible World as cheer- | 


—_—_ 
2 


Perſia. Turky, or any other Part of the Earth. 

For they eſteem Death no other than a ſetting out, 

„or Voyage of the S0 to a more agreeable Religion. 
he e But, 


fully, as they wou'd take a Journey to China, and 


3 
— 
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Bur, I need not inſiſt ſo much on theſe Thing; 
to thee, who haſt been among them, and art fa. 
miliarly acquainred with their Genius and incling. 
tion. I flide into this Diſcourſe inſenſibly, b 
the Pleaſure I take in thinking of theſe People 
and rheir admirable Vertues, as a Man falls in Love 
with a Beautiful Woman, by attentively gazing on 
her, and many Times forgets himſelf and the By. 
ſineſs he was about, commits Errors and Indecen. 
cies, and through the Confufion of his Spirits, is 
quite loſt, like one in a Wood, 

Io return therefore to my purpoſe; a Journey 
to the Indies would be very pleaſant to me on fe. 
veral other Accounts. The very Stars of my Na. 
_ tivity inclin'd me to travel, and from my Cradle 
in my Father's Houſe, I was transported to Con- 
| ftantinople, many Hundreds of Leagues from the 
Place of my Birth. Thou Knowſt what a Romer 
I've been ſince that Time: And I can aſſure thee, 
I retain the ſame Diſpoſition ſtill. But, there's 
no Country under the Moon which I with to ſee 
with greater Earneſtneſs, than Indoſtan; the very 


Name whereof ſounds almoſt as ſweet as that of 


_ Paradiſe, Doubrleſs tis the Eden of the Earth, 
in many Reſpects. And the Inhabitants believe 
there was no better for the Original Parents of 
Mankind to dwell in, ranking the Hiftory of Moſes 
on that Subject in the Number of Celebrated H- 
bles, I approve not this Cenſure of the Indians, 
yet I tell thee as a Maſſulman, I dare ſay, the 30. 
ſterious Writings of Moſes are quite miſunderſtood 
by the greateſt Part of Mankind, Neither can any 
Iwo of his Interpreters, agree exactly which was 
the Particular Situation of Paradiſe. Some plant 
that Garden in Meſopotamia, others in Paleſtine; 
and a third Sort affirm, twas in Egypt: This Man 
will have it in 4, That in Africa. They are 
divided in their Opinions. And I might as -35h 
ETON | wk | | ay, 
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ſay, t was under the Red Sea between them botliz 


and bring as many Cabbaliſtick Proofs to defend 
ir, But, it ſignifies nothing to us, let it be where 


| wills Every Place is a Paradiſe, which a Man 
phanſies to be ſo; and Nothing can beat me off 
from the Conceit I have of the Indies. 


Beſides, I ſhou'd take avaſt Delight in my 
Tourney thither; whether I went by the Way of 


the Black Sea, and ſo through the Ancient King-- 


doms of Colchis, Gewgia and Cathay, coaſting. 


along the Foot of Mount Taurus Or, by the 
more Common Road, through Syria, Arabia, and 
| Perſia. Either way wou'd afford Matter of 
Thought to a Contemplative Man, whilſt. in ſome: 
| Places he beholds the Ruines of Famous Cities; 
and his Eye revels on the Spoils of Time, of Fire, 


of War, or of Earthquakes. In others, he be- 


holds whole Provinces laid Waſte, and diſpeopl'd, 
only meeting here and there a few Cots, Herds, 


or Tents of Arabs. Fartars or Circaſſian Kerdſmes ;z 


| who ſtragsle up and down the pleaſant Fields ot 


Aſia, to pick and chuſe convenient Paſtures for 


their Cattle. 


How -pleaſant would it be to travel thro' my own. 


Country, and behold” the Tents of the Sons of V. 


mael, ſpread o'er the Plains of the Vaſt and Bor- 


| rible Deſart 2 To meet with Emirs and Sheghs of 


Arabia, with their Flocks and Herds, Summering 
it up and down, and Frolicking from Movartain to 
Valley at their Pleaſure, . 
From this to paſs to another Variety in Perſia, 
would be equally diverting. What kind of 
Thoughts ſhould I have whilſt on my Bed, within 
the Walls of Bazdat, the Stage of fo many Great 
and Renown'd Actions, mention'd in Ancient Hifio- 
5% IT ſhould call to Mind Semiramis, the Foun- 
dreſs of that Noble City, and all her Wars with the 
Indians and other Nations of the Eaſt. I ſhould. 
H 4 -. - xenect 
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reflect on her- Policy, and the Weakneſs of her 
Son Nijnyas. I ſhould conſider the various Tran. 
{lations of the Eaſtern Empire; the Alternate Fate 
of the Medes, Aſſyrians, Babylonians and Perſians, 
And from thence I ſhould Naturally fall upon the 
Conqueſts of Alexander the Great; the Riſe of the 
Macedonian Empire, the Death of that Mighty 
Hero in Babylon, and the Cantonizing the Emire 
among his Chief Officers. Such Memoirs as theſe, 
would waken my Thoughts of the Vanity of al 
Humane Affairs, as it does at this time: And par. 
ticularly I reflect on my Folly, in ſetting my 
Heart fo much on Travelling to a Country, which 
Jam never like to ſee. LO 
For, alas, my Dear Brother, I am not abe to 
endure at this Age, the Hardſhips-of ſo long a 

Journey, as I could in my Youth. Much Sick. 
neſs has impair'd the Strength of my Conſtitution. 
I am grown as tender as an Infant. The leaſt puff 
_ of Wind is ready to blow out the Flame of Life, 
And whereas formerly, neither Heat nor Cold, 
Hunger nor Thirſt, Labour or Watching could hurt 
me; now my Health receives Damage from-every 
one of theſe. I could not poffidly out-Iive the 
Fatigue and Pain of travelling Two or Three Days 
together without a Drop of Water to refreſh niy 
_ panting Soul. An Habitual Fever has made me 
the Thirſtieſt Man in the World. Then JL am not 
able to bear the ſcorching Heats of the Sun, to 
which a Traveller in thoſe Parts is Neceſſarily ex- 
pos d. I ſhould daily diſſolve like Wax, or rather 
exhale in Smoke, in the midſt of ſo many Fervors. 
In a Word, my Body is fo Infirm, that I am very 
ſure to die, before I can get Half Way to Indoſtan, 
let me take the neareſt Road I can. . 
Let if the Miniſters of the Port ſhall think fit 
to ſend me, I am reſign'd. For, I take no far- 
ther Care of my life, than as I may be ſerviceable 
to the Grand Signior. I 
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I intend to write to our Illuſtrious Friend about 
ir, In the mean time do thou for me, what the 


prudence of Man, and the Affection; of a Brother 

E ſhall ſuggeſt, as moſt conducing to the Intereſt of 
our Sovereign, and our own Honour, which wa 

ought to prefer to our Lives, 


Qur Mother is in Health, and Salutes thee wick 


Ia tender. Embrace. 


Paris, th. of the 3d. Moon. 
f the Tear 16669. 
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LETTER VI. 


To Hamer; Reis Effendi, Principal 


Secretary of the Ottoman Empire. 


IT His Court of late makes a double Figure; the 


one of Real Sorrow for the Dutcheſs of Sa- 
hs Death, who was of the Blood-Royal of France; 


the other of Counterfeit Mourning for the Death of- 
3 nad” Egorooat Brother to the German Empe-- 


tour. For, they inwardly: rejoyce at this Latter, 
and wiſh the whole. Houſe of Auſtrla were laid in 
their Graves: That Family being the only Obſta- 
cle to the Grandeur, at which the French Monarchy” 
aſpires, The only Rub which Cardinal- Richlieu, 


and his Succeſſor Mazarini found in their Way, 


when they fought to exalt the Bourbons to the Em- 
pire of the Weſt, 12 

| The Riſe and Fall of Kingdoms, the various 
Changes. of Government, the Alternate Fate of 
Nations, are Themes worthy of a Muſſulman's: 
Thoughts; conſidering that. the Victorious and 
Happy Oſmans at this Day poſſeſs the Territories 
ot ancient Renown, the Provinces and Dominions 
which formerly made the greateſt Figures and. 
Noiſe in the Worlds. fs What 
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What is now become the moſt Famous Ny. N 
narchies of Babylon, Perſia, Aria, Macedin,u P 
Greece and Rome? Look for rhe Myſterious an; tl 
Learned Kingdom of Egypt; the Religious State q 
the 7ews; The moſt Ancient Kingdoms of th 
Sicyonians and Argives; The Commonwealths of 
Lacedamon and Athens, with many other Countric; 
mention'd in the Records of Time, and we ſh 
find them all ſwallow'd up in the Univerſal Empire 
of rhe. Ottomans. R | 
The Hiſtories of Belus, and how he got the S. 
vereignty by Hunting; of Ninus his Son who fit 
taught the World the Methods of Idolatry; of Se. 
 miramis, Ninyas, Sardinapalus, Arbaces, Belochu, 
and the reſt of . thoſe 4fſyrian Monarchs; ſound 
now like an antiquated Tale, or Dream. Neither 
is there any more Life at this time in the Baby. 
nian and Perſian Regiſters. The mighty Acts of 
the Nebuchadnezzar*s, Gruss and the reſt of thoſe 
..renown'd Conquerours, now ſerve but as Foils to 
ſer of the more Glorious Enterprizes, and Succel- 

_ ſes of our Immortal Sultans. NV 
ITis true, the Perſians at this Day retain ſome 
Fragments of that once Vaſt and Formidable Ea. 
ſtern Empire. And the Germans have a Shadow of 
the Ancient Imperial Majeſty of the Romans. But 
| borh the one and the other, are grown Effeminate 
and Weak; they have loſt the Vertue, the Power 

and Fortune of their Predeceflors. 
Thou haſt travell'd over all the Dominions of 
the Sophj, and been an Eye-Wirneſs of the Per ſian 
Luxury, Libertiniſm, and Nakedneſs. Thou haſt 
ſeen the Off- ſpring of Heroic“ Sages, transform ad 
to Swine, Dogs, Aſſes, and other contemptible 
Brutes, as if they'd drank of Circe's Cup. So fatal 
is it to decline from the Way of Vertue; nay, {0 
- impoſſible even to ſtand ſtill in that ſacred Path, 
without being violently pull'd backward. 10 5 
Ro, . 410 EE ee ord, 
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Word, thou art ſo thorowly acquainted with the 
Preſent. State of Perſia, and all its Circumſtances, 
chat I ſhou'd appear too officious in pretending to 
deſcribe either the Country, or the People that 
inhabit there. 0” # = 
| Bur as to Europe, thou profeſſeſt thy ſelf a 

Stranger, and haſt commanded me to characteriſe 
this Quarter of the World: Wherein Germany 
makes the moſt Majeſtick Figure by Land, Eng- 
land and Holland by Sea: Spain boaſts of her 
Gold; whilſt France treaſures it up to pay her Ar- 
mies, to keep foreign Kings in Penſion, to build 
mighty Fleets, and Magnificent Palaces; to cor- 
rupt the German Princes, and make em Pimps to 
her Ambition, Inſtruments of her deſign'd Gran- 
deur, which is no leſs than the Weſtern Empire. 

As for the Duke of Savoy, he is a mere Tinmice 
Ball, or a Shittle-Cock, bandied to ard fro be- 
tween the Kings of France and Spam. 

The Swiſſes are Poor and Mercenary. They 
cannot ſtay at Home unleſs they cou'd banquet on 
the Turfs and Stones: For all the Fleſh, Fruit and 
Corn in the Land, is not half enough to keep 'em 
alive, and they have little or no Money, bur 
what they get abroad. This makes em all Tra- 
vellers, and moſt of them take up the Trade 
of War. They ſerve the Pope, the French King, 
and many other Princes for Pay: And where they 
once engage, they are very true to their Truſt. 
But, I can tell thee, they wou'd be unwilling to 
| fight for the Grand Signior, unleſs he wou'd allow ,- 
em plenty of Vine, which thou know'ſt is contra- 
ry to the Diſcipline of the Muſſulman Armies: 
e theſe Suiſſes are the profeſs d Adorers of Bac- 

The Hollanders are Induſtrious and Rich: The7 
mind nothing but Merchandizing and Mechanicks. 
They wou'd fain engroſs the Trade of the _ 5 
25 and... 
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| and the Levant, to themſelves. They Traffck, 
that they may be in a Condition to fight, and they 
fight to eſtabliſh their Commerce; having no ſenſe 
of Honour, but only of Profit. If they attempt a. 
ny Conqueſt, or make an invaſion, it muſt be in 
Anierica, or ſome other remote Country: For 
they're only upon the Defenſive among their Neigh. 
bours, not daring to be the Firſt Aggreſſors in 
War; in a Word, they're like a Neſt of Piſmires, 
that trudge up and down continually to get Pro- 
viſion, but ſting and bite thoſe under whoſe Pro- 
tection they live, if they have an Opportunity. 
Tis thought, the Prince of Orange, who de. 
ſcends from. an Illuſtrious Stock, will &er long re. 
duce thoſe Republicans to another Form of Govern. 
ment. The French Style him the Head and Heart 
of the United States, and theſe thou know'ſt com- 
mand the Hands and the Feet.- „„ 
Germany is counted the bulwark of Chriſtendom 
againſt the mighty Power of the Ottomans and Tar. 
tar. Bur, in my Opinion, one of our Embaſia- 
daors at the Emperor's Court, gave a-. truer Deſcrip- 
tion of it, when he compar'd Germany to à Great 
Monſter; with many Heads and Tails, which ha- 
ving a defire to break through a certain quick-ſct 
Fence or Hedge, and each particular Head making 
Way where it cou'd beſt among the leſs entangl d 
Branches, where all caught in ſo many different 
Nooꝛes, by the Inter poſition of ſtrong Trees, and 
ſo the Monſter was forc'd to retire with Shame and 
Loſs: Whereas, he ſaid, the Oſman Empire, was 
like an Animal with One Head, and many Tails, 
and that One Head not encountring the like Dit- 
ficulcies, eaſily pafs d through, being follow'd Ly 
the Tails with one Conſent, as the unwiſted Ends 
of a Ten- ſtring d,. Cord. paſs through a Ring or 
Hole . when the united Part has lead them the 
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ence to read, at once. 


Vol. VI. 4 Spy at PARIS. 1575 
I ſhou'd have mention d Italy, Poland, Denmark, -. 
Muſcovy , and other Regions of Europe, but it 
*wou'd be too tedious for one Letter, which 1 
ſhou'd neither have Time to write, nor thou Pati» 
Therefore, I defire thee to accept of this only 
as a rough Draught, an-Imperte@ Sketch of ſome - 
Parts of the Weſt. But in my future Diſpatches, E : 


will imitate the Painters, and endeavour to draw 


each Member and Lineament of this great Body to 
the Life, as near as I can diſcern em by the Lights 


| I havein Parts... 


| Paris, roth. of the 4th. Moon:-. 


of the Tear 1664. 


e LET FER: YI. 
To Kerker Haſſan, Baſſa. 
V AY God multiply his Bleſſings on thee, and: | 


cauſe thy Heart to ſparkle with freſh Lights 
and new Joys, like the Sky-Rockets on a Dunalma: 


| [or Royal Holiday.) Accept alfo a:fmall Preſent, .. 
| not worth an Inventory, (conſiſting only of a few: - 
Pictures, Looking-Glaſſes, Watches, and other: 
Manufactures of Fance,) from the Hands of Mal- 
nut, thy Countryman, Son of thy Fathers Neigh- 


bour, and a Voluntary Slave of thoſe who ſferye>- 


| thee, if iI had the Honour of an Opportunity. 


Neither the Giſt, nor he that offers it, is wor- 


chy of Eſteem. But, thou · haſt Condeſcenſion e- 


nough to look om Both with the- Eye of a Noble 
Arab, ho knows not how to value tke Sinoerity of- 


* „„ eee fo: - 


euer he exꝑreſſes ir. a. 
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I can never forget the former Diſcoveries of thy 
Friendſhip to my Brother Peſteli and me; and in 
General, to all thoſe of our Houſe: Which ſtill en. 
courages me to expect greater. Kindnefles; nay, 
ina manner, aflures me of them : becauſe, I knoy 
the Nature of true Generoſity is ſuch, that where 
it once begins to faſten on an Object, it never 
ceaſes to communicate its Favours, till Damn 
Perfidy gives a Check to the Current. And may he 
be Damn'd that then has the Impudence to ask tor 
o | | 

7 But Praiſe be to God, my Caſe is otherwiſe; 
= am not in the Number of the Ungrateſul and 
ITreacherous: And therefore, with Boldneſs ! pre. 
ſume once more to addreſs to the Duſt of thy Feet, 
illuſtrious BA a, begging thy Patronage and Shel- 
ter from the Perſecution of my Enemies; whoſ: 

whole Endeavour is to ruine me. __ 
Thou know'ft Icame to Paris in the Year 1637, 
of the Chriſtians Hegira. The Sun had then revi- 
_ ſited the Sign he was in at my Nativity, juſt the 
Eight and Twentieth Time. I was a mere Young- 
ſter in the Wor/d. However, my Superiours 
thought me fit for this Employment. How I have 
acquitted my ſelf in it ever ſince, I leave to them: 
ſelves to judge: Yet, for Faſhion's Sake, they wil! 
be always a finding Faults. One Sycophant or o- 
ther is perpetually Railing againſt me, when they 
find any of the Vixirs and other Grandees in a Hu- 
mour to hearken to them. I Fancy tis for Want 
of Diſcourſe. When they have nothing elſe to 
talk of, then they fall a cenſuring of poor Mab- 
mut; who undergoes more Fatigues than a Hun- 
BN + dred Thouſand ſuch * Thlgeuch, . | 
* as they. I can't imagine, what Tis Word Thiguch 
| they aim at; unleſs it be, that wa, {ft /o in . 
they wou'd have me turn Chriſti- e eee 
an, and enter my ſelf into ſome har to make of it. 
._ _ Mondaſiery... : | Suffer 
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Suffer me, my Noble Friend, to tell thee, that a 
Man cannot want for Temptations to ſuch a Change 
of his Faith, without being confin'd to a Recliſe 
Life, He may be a Friar or a Libertine, a Prieſt or 
or a Layman, a Zealot or an Hypocrite, a Chimney- 
Sweeper or an Abbot, which he pleaſes, according 
| as. he is qualifi d. And I can aſſure thee, he that 
W wou'd be a good Man, which is beyond all the 
| Reſt, has incentives enough among the Profeſſors of 
| the Nazarene Worſhip, though the greateſt Part 
8 0000 
As for me, I never thought that True Religion 
conſiſted in Empty Names and Titles, in Forms 
and Ceremonies, in Parties and Factions, or in 
any Thing but in a Life conform to Reaſon, and - 
to the Will of God. 3% rn 8 
They take me here at Paris for a Moldavian 
| Rambler, that has read ſomething more than the 
| Pariſh-Clerks. . And becauſe they know, I under- - 
> ſtand Greeꝶ, Sclavonian, and Two or Three Lan- 
| guages more, they wou'd fain make me a Prieſt, . 
| Door, Orator, or any Thing that I wou'd accept 
of, to ſerve. an Intereſt. And I am compell'd to 
| uſe, either a down-right Humility, or a forc'd 
Pride, that I may handſomely evade their Court- 
ſhip: convincing em ſometimes, that I am not fit 
for ſuch Dignities, at other Seaſons telling em, am - 
above Inferiour Orders, and that nothing leſs than 
an Archbiſhops Pall, or aCardinal's Hat will farisfy - 
| my Ambition. | „ 
9 Thus I really diſſemble, and jeſt my ſelf in ear- 
neſt out of Ample Eſtates, to ſerve God, his Pro- 
phet, and the Grand Signior: Yet am traduc'd at the 
Seraglio for a Hypocrite, an Infidel, and God 
j Ei „ 
Here's honeſt Eliachim the Few undergoes the 
1 fame Fate; Whilſt rhoſe of his own Party, eſpe- 
cally the Rabbj's, proclaim him every we ork * 
235 | 24 Chri- 


166 Letters Writh. Vol. VI. 
a Chriſtian; and the Nazarenes point at him, as a 
Turf. Only my Landlord where I befote lodg'd, 


noni 'd after his Death: And all this, for no other 
then with a. Bottle of Wine: So. partial are all 
Men to their own Humours and Intereſts. . But the 
Truth on't is, Eliachim's an excellent Counterfeit, 
Veneration for him. He paſſes fora very Good Ca- 
 #holick, and a Holy Man among a great many others. 


the Sacraments, Indulgences, Miracles and Graces 


ſtians, That he.wou'd-decerve the Spaniſh Inquiſi- 


ſelves, who live in theſe hazardous Stations. And: 


the Grand Signior. Our Reputation, Liberty, and 


are our real Enemies; but alſo expos d to the En- 
vy, Malice and Perfecution of thoſe who ought to 
be our Friends. 1 | 


Aſſociates: And the Miniſters were pleas d to re- 
ceive my Apologies. But now I ſuſpe& greater 
Treachery. I ſent. an account to the Reis Effendi. 
ſome Tears ago, how I was dog d up and down 


nat, and what Apprehenſions that put me upon. 
will acquaint thee farther, that being afraid of an 
Aſuſſins -in che Dark, I arm'd my Breaſt with a 


who is an honeſt old drunken Fleming, takes Elia. 
chim for a Saint, and ſwears he will have him Ca. 


. K 


Reaſon, bur becauſe. Eliachiin treats him now and 


= T2uw3 


and my Landlord is not the only Man, who has this 


His looks. are ſo demure, his Mien. ſo- compos d, 
and he has ſuch God ly Diſcourſe with him, about 


= — 2 — 05 = 


of the Church, when he is in company with Chi. 


tion, and cheat the Devil himſelf 
Such is the Violence we are forc'd to uſe to our 


yet No- body conſiders us, or regards our Zeal for 


Lives are precarious, We are not only in perpetu- 
al Danger of the Revenge of the Nazarenes who 


1 have often complain'd of the malicious Calum- 
nies thrown on. me by Icingi Cap-Oglani, and his. 


the Streets of Paris, by a Fellow whom I knew 


OV. 
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Proof. I was not at all miſtaken in my Gueſs. . 
por che laſt Night, as I was returning home tomy 
Udęing, between the Hours of Nine and Ten; 1 

E receiv'd a Stab in my aforeſaid Breaſt-Plate, right: 
E againſt my Heart. It was not ſo dark but I could 

| perceive the Perſon who gave me this Blow; and 

8 Self-Preſervarion taught me immediately to ſeize on 
Chim, and grapple as cloſe as I could, extending 
his Arms with mine at a good diſtance from our 
bodies. I am but little aud fhorr; yet I have a 
ſtrong Spring with my Body, when I am once 
rouz d, as thou wilt imagine I was now. Befides, 
have generally a certain Preſence of Mind in 
Time of. Danger, which fails not to pompt 
me with the readieſt and moſt proper Courſe to 
eſcape. In a Word, T wreſted the Ponyard out of 
the Ruffian's Hand, and ſtabb'd him dead with it, 
not thinking ir ſafe to make a Noiſe, but chuſing 
rather to die if my Strength fail d me, than by cry- 
ing out for Help, run the Riſque of worſe Conſe- 
quences: For I had long expected ſome ſuch At- 
tempt as this upon my Liſe, from my Enemies at 
che Port. And concluding this Fellow to be one 
employ'd by them for that Purpoſe, I thought it 
no Prudence to liave him ſeiz d by the Watch, and 
 puniſh'd by the Lam, leſt he ſhould in Revenge 
diſcover me and my Buſineſs to theſe _ Infidels. 
Therefore I play d the Executioner my ſelf, and 
ſent him out of Hand to another World, to pre- 
vent his telling Tales in this, Thou wilt ſay there 
was no Injuſtice in this, ſince twas in my own De- 
fence, and to ſave the Honour of my Sovereign. 

| As he fell, he uttered theſe Words in a faint bro- 
een Tone, Mahmut, my Death will be reveng'd be- 

5 fore long, and you cannot eſcape the Trap that is laid” _ 
: | 
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for you. Then he expir'd. „ 8 
This made me preſently conclude, that he was 
employ d by ſome - body at the Port: For, how elle 
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162 Letters Writ by Vol. vl 
ſhould he know my True Name? But upon Ser 
Thoughts, I cannot be certain, but that he was ſe 
at Work by my Old Sicilian Maſter, ſince he knen 
my Name alſo. However, I have greater Reaſy 
to ſuſpe@ the Former; becauſe, it is not probahl, 
that the Inſidel would take ſo Chargeable an 
_  Froubleſome a Method to Murder me. Neither 
had he Provocation enough. Beſides, for ought! 
know, he may be dead. Cod only is acquaint 
with the Truth. However, to prevent future 4 
faults of this Nature, and a great many other Incon. 
veniencies, I have remov'd my ſelt to a New L ere 
ing, in the moſt obſeure Corner of the Citv, ai ane 
very remote from the Plac'd where I liv'd before, Hof 
being reſolv'd alſo not to frequent the Court, ic ou 
any Publick Places as T have done formerly, butts ne 
take other Meaſures for Intelligence. wwe 
What I deſire of thee is, to repreſent my Caſe Noe 
favourably to the Divan, That they may approve Nan 
of my Conduct. Do alſo whatever elſe thou judge Hint 
the Part of a Country- man and a Friend. Ln 
As for the Event, I patiently wait the Appoint- is 
ments of Deſtiny. . For tis in vain to be too Solli- to 
Citous. £82 Sf * ee . 
Adieu, High-born Kerker, and forget not Aab. 
mut in his Diſtreſs. For, that is the Time, 
wherein true Friendſhip is tried. . 


Ve 


| Paris, 1 7. of | the Sth. Moone: 
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LETTER VIIL 


Nathan Ben Saddi, 4 Jew at: 
4 e eee enn, W 


E not diſhearten'd at the Troubles which 
B thou encountereſt in this World of Lotteries. 
Bur, remember the Adage of thy Rabbis, That 
EVIL which is Old as Night, is yet the Off-ſpring of 
every Morning. The. Ages are meaſur'd exactly, 
land our Hours are checker'd with Equal Mixtures 
of Happineſs and Misfortune.. We are not born to 
our own Defires. And as not a Man of us can re- 
member how he was form'd in the Womb, ſo have 
we no Reaſon to repine at what happens to us ſince 
we came out of it. Whatever Power, Wiſdom : - 
and Goodneſs took Care of us then, and afterwards 
inſpir'd our Mothers and Nurſes with Tenderneſs, 
[and a Thouſand Degrees of Patience beyond what 

z Recorded of Fob, the ſame will provide for us 
to Kern . W TOR df: Mi porkaby 

The Defire of Knowledge kill'd Adam, and ti + 
ſame Luſt, propagated with his Seed, deſtroys all 
his Poſterity. We can never be ſatisfi d in our Con- 
finement to this World, and therefore we flounce 
and flutter on all Sides, like Fiſh or Birds in a Net, 

to find a Way out: Whilſt we do but entangle our 
ſelves the faſter, render our Reſtraint more uneaſy, 
and delay the Poſſibility of our Releaſe Whereas 
Patience would foon ſer us free, and rank us a- 

| mong the Immortals. One thinks to eſcape by 
high-drinking ; another by Fevers of Love or Glo- 
ty; and a Third conceits, he ſhall by his Gold, 
be able to bribe the Watch, who Guard the laſt 
Paſſes of this Life, and perſwade em to ler him 
Scamper ſafe to Paradiſe. Alas! Alas! 1 is 

Tj 45> | bur 
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within fourteen Days. He will give thee a farther 


164. Letters Mrit by Vol. v1 MVC 
but the Sophiſtry of our Paſſions. Tis in vain Fat 
think of haſt'ning or retard ing our Fate, o cau 
Time is ſer, though we know not the Period. Re. 8 / 
ſignation is our. beſt. Leſſon, and Prudence de on! 

nr 1 
Perhaps thou wilt callchisa Sermon; rather thay 
a Letter. But, I adviſe thee to read it with the ar 
Eyes of a Stoicꝶ; That is, whether it pleaſes thee a 

or not, iegard it not farther than it agrees with 
Reaſon. I would fain ask of the Man who expe 
to have his ill accompliſtid in this Life, whether 
he can prevail upon the Sun to riſe any Morning Wh 

within the Artiek Circle, or the Moon to deſcend, B'.; 
ſome Night, and ſweep the ſnow off from the h, 
of Mount 4thos. So Inexorable is our Deſtin), i 
unalterable the-Decrees of Fate. 
hee not troubled rherefore at any Thing; but te. 

member that thou art a Part of the Univerſe, and 
that nothing can betide thee, which is not for the 
_ Good of the Whole. PEST 
What I have faidis, to arm thee againſt all tie 
Contingencies: which may aſſault thee unaware, i 
ruſhing upon thee on a ſudden from behind the en 
Veil, which covers all the Deſigns of Providen: W©* 


and Nature, Deſtiny and Chance. 
I my (elf have lately experienc'd, that it is good 
do be thus prepar'd for future Events, having nar- 
_rowly eſcap'd Death by a little Timely fore-caſt, 

It is not. neceſſary for thee at this Time, 9 
Kno all the Circumſtances of my Danger. Sut 
fice it to ſay, That I was aſſaſſinated in- the Dark, 
kill d him that defign'd to be my Murderer, and an 
_ now forc'd to remove my Habitation.. 

Eliachim thy Brother in Iſrael will be at Views 


Account of all Things which it behoves thee. to 
know: with freſh Inſtructions concerning my Nen 
Ladginge, and the Method we muſt obſerve be che 
Pn i i - Fiture 


/ 
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future in conveying Letters; We cannot be too 
cautious in the Grand Signior's Buſineſs. 

As for our .own. Lives, let ys imagine they were 
only ſent to ſerve him, on whoſe Life ſo many Mil- 
lions of Lives depend. 5 | 


Paris, isth. of the 5th. Moon. 


| of the Tear 1664. 
Wo Zeidi Alamanzi, « Merchant 41 
. Vene 1 


I] Am oblig'd to ſend Circular Letters at this 
1 Time, to all the Slaves of the Grand Signior, 
who have - Buſineſs with me at Paris; to inform 
them, that upon a very Important Emergency, I 
am forc'd to change my Lodgings. I have already 
ſent away Diſpatches to Conſtantinople and Vienna 
Jon this Account to prevent the Errors they might 
commit in addreſſing their Letters. For the ſame _ 
Reaſon, I now write to:thee , Thou needeſt not 
enquire after the Occafion of this Conduct; nor 
vonder at any Thing that happens to us extraor- 
dinary in thoſe hazardous Paſts. We muſt expect 
to encounter with Rubs and Obſtacles in ſerving 
our Great Maſter. If theſe difficulties have but 
their proper effect, which is to Wher our Inventi- 
ons, encreaſe our Diligence, and confirm us in our 
Lago wel. png ns 
The Soul of Man never diſplays her Faculties and 
Per fections with greater Luſtre, than when ſhe is 
environ'd with Perils, Theſe are the Tryals of For- 
titude, Prudence, Juſtice and all the Vertues. He 
that finks under Misfortunes, and Croſs Events, 
«45 either-no Soul, or tis afleep. Courage 


_ * Republick where thou refideſt. | Infinuate thy ſelf 
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Courage then, Fellow:Slave, and let thy Hear 
beat a continual Alarm. Be not difmay'd at any 
Thing, nor let Selt-Lpve bereave thee of thy Ho. 
nour: But go on in thy Duty, and truſt thy Soul to 60 
Thou liveſt in a City where Vertue and Vice are 
in Emulation, till ſtriving to ſurpaſs each other: 
There are not more wicked People in the World 
than Venice affords, nor yet more Pious and Good. 
Fellow thou the beſt Patterns, and be happy. 
But do nothing by bare Imitation: For that's the 
right Way to become a Hypocrite. Let all thy 
Actions proceed from Vital Principles of Reaſon 
and Generoſity in thy ſelf. And when thou ſeeſt 
rare Examples, let em ſerve only to awaken and 
-rowze thy Innate Vertu e? 
Send me no Letters till thou haſt receiv'd freſh 
Orders from the Port. They willfurniſh thee with 
all Neceſſarily Inſtructions. After that, let me 
hear from thee as often as thou wilt. Thy Diſpar- 
ches will be always welcome. Let them contain 
Matter of Intelligence chiefly, and that of the 
freſheſt Date. Penetrate into the Counſels of the 


with the Senators and Grandees. Dive into 
their Hearts, and unlock their Secrets. Commu- 
nicate Nothing but the Truth to the Miniſters of 
the Port or to me. If thou canſt Diſcover their 
Inclinations to a Peace, or their Abſolute Need of 
it, thou wilt do an Acceptable Service to the Grand 
Signior, and to the whole Empire of the Faithful: 
For then we can bring em to our own Terms. 
Zeidi, to God 1 recommend thee, defiring him 
to preſerve thee from Wine, Women and Cards, 
which are the Three Capital Temptations of Ve. do 
nice. een x4 002.4 Ds EE 


he 22 n F 8 ETI 
Paris, 1ſt. of the th. Moo... 

of -the Tear 16 jꝭ ũ 
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LETTER X. 
To Murat Baſſa. 


N Cannot eafily divine the Reaſons why I am fo 
| much negle&ed by the Miniſters of the Port. 
Above four Years have paſs'd away, wherein many 
Nbtable Events have happened; yet no-body 
thought it worth his Labour to inform Mahmut of 
any Thing. So that all the Notices I could gain of 


lick News of Europe, or at beſt to ſome particular 
Letters of Merchants reſiding in this City, with 
hom I conſerve an Intimacy, for the fake of 
Intelligence, and for other Cauſes. ; 
Thus I ſhould have been in Ignorance to this Day, 
what Iſſue the Baſſa of Aleppo's Rebellion had, 
were it not for an Accidental Interview I lately 
had of ſome French Travellers, who came from 
Konſtantinople. Theſe inform'd me of the ſudden 
Fate of that Baſſa, when he was at the Height of 
Ball his Grandeur, within a few Days March of the 
Umperial City, at the Head of a Potent Army, and 
haſt upon the Point of Accommodation with the 
Grand Signior. They much extol his Bravery and 
Feſolution: For the French are Naturally Lovers of 
(ſuch as dare boldly oppoſe their Sovereign. They 
equally condemn the fly Perfid iouſneſs of Mortaʒa 
Baſſa, to whoſe ſafe Conduct the Generous Rebel 
truſted his Life, and by that Eaſineſs loſt it. Vet 
they applaud Mortaʒa's Loyalty, Courage and Wit- 
dom with the Eminent Services he afterwards did 
the Empire, in lead ing the Army againſt Ragotsci, 
Prince of Tranſylvania, which at length liſted him 
o the Government of Babylon. 


All 


IRemore Tranſactions, are owing either to the Pub- 
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All theſe Things had been hid from me, we; WM | 
not the Nazarenes my Intelligencers. Nor ſhoulq1 ot. 
have known how the Rebellion was carried on af. vie 
ter his Death by his Revengeful Nephew, by the WM rib 
Son of Cheuſaien Baſſa, by a Bey of Egypt, and o. Wl an 
ther Malecontents. Vet ſuch Paſſages are fit for: gr. 
Man in my Poſt to be acquainted with, that he 7 
may have a clear Idea of his Maſter's Circumſtan. Wi tit 
nh and ſo apply himſelf more effectually to ſerve WM 177 
hi. | | 
It had nor been amiſs, if I had receiv'd timely ca 
Intelligence of the Death of Prince Ragots4i, in M 
Regard: there was always a private Correſpondence Wi 
between him and: this Court. Which ceaſing |, 
his Death, it had been worth my. Pains to obſerye, 
whether it would be continued by his Succeſſor, or 
what other Meaſures they would take. 
Iis true I was accquainted with this, but not by 
the Miniſters of the Port. I heard alſo of all the 
following Commotions in Tranſilvania, occaſion'd 
by the different Factions of Michael Apafi and Ke. 
mini Fanos, the Two Rival Princes. I was not for- 
bel for this News, knowing that the Diviſions of 
the Nazarenes ſtrengthen the Unity and Force of 
the Muſſulman Empire. I was likewiſe inform'd of 
the Fate of Mortaza, Baſſa of Babylon, who fell a 
Victim to the Grand Vizier's Jealouſy ; with many 
other Paſſages, But neither from the Port, nor 
from any other Hands could I learn the leaſt Intel. 
ligence of the Venetian War, and what Progreſs 
our Arms have made in Candia, Dalmatia, and 
the other Dominions of the Republic. Which 
makes me conclude, that either the Grand Signio 
Reſidence at Adrianople, abated his Inclinations to 
Martial Affairs, which is alſo the Common Opinion 
of the Christians here in the Weſt; or, that the 
War in Hungary for a while ſuperſeded: all other 
* Deſignuns. 
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| to proſper the Holy Off-ſpring,: to extend their Con- 
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However it be, tis certain the Succeſſes of the 


Ottoman Arms 1n taking Newhauſel, Leventz, No- 


virod, and other Places of Strength, with the ter- 
rible Incurſions of the Tartars through Moravia 


and Auſtria, put the whole German Empire into a 


great Conſternation. Embaſſaudorsare ſent from the 
Imperial. Court to all the Chriſtian Princes, implo- 
ring their Aſſiſtance in this General Danger of Eu- 
Here is one arriv'd at this Court, whom they 
call Count Strozz7, a Perſon of geod Addreſs, and 


Maſter of much Eloquence. Be has prevail'd on 
the French King to maintain at his own Charges 
Six Thouſand Horſe and Foot, to ſerve againſt the 
victorious Oſmans., A great many Perſons of Qua- 


lity, have liſted themſelves as Voluntiers; and the 


meaner Sort talk of nothing but marching to Con- 
ſtantinople, and driving the Turks back to Scythia, 
from whence they firſt came. e 


Courteous Baſſa, thou wilt laugh at the Vanity 


of theſe Tnfidels; who confider not that by the 
| Grace of God, and Miracles of his Prophet, our Em- 
perour is tlie King of all the Eings on the Earth, 
the Mightieſt- of che Mighty ones; the Phenix of 
| Honour, Power, and Unparallell'd Majeſty ; Bro- 
| ther and Companion of the Sun, Moon and Stars; 
| a Prince of a Myſterious and Sublime Lineage, in 
| whom are center;d all Glory and Excellency; the 
Shadow of God on Earth! | 


The Breath of Fame goes before the Van-Cou- 


| riers of his Armies,” purifying all Places, and fil- 
ng them with Veneration and Terror. The Duſt 

| that is raisd by. his Heroick Cavalry, paſſing 
| through the Air, cauſes Trembling and Aſtoniſn- 
ment in the Hearts of the Chriſtians. The Infidels 
| fall before the Fatal Cymetars of True Believers. 


May the Angel of the Houſe of Iſmael continue 


queſts, 
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ueſts, and propagate the Faith unblemiſh'd ; tin 
the Names of Alla and Mahomet may be heard ina 
.Climates, and from the utmoſt Borders of tl: 
Faris, Sth. of the 6th. Moon, 
V 


8 


> RTTER I 
To Iſouf, his Kinſman, 4 Merchant 
at Aſtracan. 1 
12 often wonder'd, why among the Reſt of 
1 the Nations in Chriſtendom, chou would'ſt not 
&eſtow the leaſt Tranſient Viſit on Spain But upon 
more mature Conſideration, I find thou art a Man 
of Judgment in Travelling. That Country lies un. 
_ Her a very ill Character, for the Penury of all 
Things neceſſary to ſuſtain the Lives of the Na- 
tives; and by Conſequence, tis not to be thought, 
they can ſpare much for Strangers. A very In- 
Hoſpitable Region, abounding in Beggars, Thieves 
and Prones: Full of Wine and Gold, yet barren 
f Corn, and Rich People. 


Ihocu wilt not think this a Paradox, when thou 


ſhalt conſider, That the Spaniards have all their Corn 
from France, Germany, or Sicily: And that for this, 
and other Reaſons, Spain is but like a Sieve through 


which rhe Immenſe Treaſures of Peru and Mexico, 


are draind into other Countries. e 
Tou may Travel ſome Days together in Spain, 
without ſeeing any Thing ſave the dry Face of 4 
Deſart. And if you chance to meet with a Houle, 

_ wherein you may-ſhelrer your ſelf, and your Horſe, 
pe ct no better chan a . 
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For you muſt faſt all Day, and think your ſelf 
much reſpected, if you can get a few Onions, or 
other Roots and Herbs, with a Morſel of Bread and, 
fleſh at Night, to keep you from being ſenſible, 
that you are actually 2 . „ 
E Then the Inhabitants are the Proudeſt People on 
Earth. Youſhall meet with none but Rings, Prin- 
ces, Viceroys, or at leaſt Men that conceit them- 
ſelves ſuch. They are alſo Mercileſs in their Re- 
Erenge; Cruel, Obdurate, Covetous, Moroſe and 
Inexorable. In a Word, Spain is the 4 N Pa- 
ndiſe; the Fews Purgatory; and the Hell of - 
od IE, 0 5 
I therefore commend thy Fortune, or thy Pru- 
dence rather which would not ſuffer thee to fall 
into the Hands of thoſe Barbarians, nor think it 
worth thy Pains to breath an Air infected with ſo 
many Vices. Thou haſt paſs'd through many more 
inviting Provinces, and art at laſt happ'ly ſeated to 
thy Mind. Improve thy Opportunities in doing gœeod. 
l ſent a Letter to our Couſin Sohyman, adviſing. 
him to give thee a Viſit. If he comes, receive 
him kindly, and per form the Part of a Kinſman; 
put all Expences to my Account, and remember 
that no Man is born for himſelf, _ 1 


; Paris, the 6th. of the "th. Moon, 
| of the Tear 1664. 
To Afis Baſſa. 
| A LL Europe is alarm d with the Mighty Prepa- 


rations which our Invincible Sovereign is ma- 


king to inyade the German Empire, Great is their 
| WE Conſter- 


_— F —— 
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Conſternation and Fear, and Couriers are every 
where running up and down from one Kingdom and 
gurt to another, to remonſtrate the Common Dan. 
ger, and beg Aſſiſtance. Every Body appear 
Zealous in a Cauſe which concerns all Chriſtendon, 
and the French King has ler the Emperor Eight 
- Thouſand Men. 
The Duke of Beaufort is aifo, gone with a Squ. 
«iron of Ships te encounter the Corſairs. of Argier, 
and other Dominions of Barbary. 
Zo The Pope has ſent to the Emperour's Aſſiſtance 
Six «Thouſand Foot, and Two Thouſand Horſe 
And the Reſt of the Emperour's Allies are ailing 
:Levies for him as faſt as they can: It being current 
News, that. the Grand Signior in Perſon, is at the 
Head 'of Two Hundred Thouſand Men, entering 
«Fingary: as a Conqueror: That he has taken aboye 
"Forty. Towns, ruin'd all the Country where he 
paſs d through, and t hat in a little time he vil 
be at the Walls of Vienna. 
In the mean time, this Court appears Infenſibl 
of: the- General Danger which threatens Chriſter: 
: do. They are alrogether taken. up in Ballad, 


more than that of their Neighbours, and reyelling 
3 the King of France were ſole Monarch of the 
CT Vor 1 | 
Here is arrired a Lecate from Rome to col. 
Poſe the Differences between the Pope and this 
Crown. His Name is Cardinal Chiſi. He is receiv 
with unparallell'd Magnificence, as if he were at 
Angel from Heaven: For the French King loves i 
ſhew his Grandeur on ſuch Occaſions. Beſides 
zall the Nations which are in the Communion of «lt 
Latin Church, have an unreſerv'd Veneration to! 
the Roman Mufti, whom they eſteem the Succelſſ 
-of Peter. the Prince of the Apoſtles, 


Thb 


Plays, and Feaſting, minding their own Interel ; 
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This young Monarch has a large Sul. The 
| whole World ſeems too little to ſatisſy his Ambi- 
tion. He lays the Foundation of Deſigns, greater 
than thoſe of Alexander, the Conqueror of Aſia. 
he heaps up Money at a prodigious Rate; raiſes - 
vaſt Armies, builds Magnificent Palaces, keeps 
Kings in Penſ? ion, ſupports many Princes of. Ger- 
nam; and in a Word, commands more of them, 
than does the Emperour himlelt, who is their Law- 
* Sovereign. 

Vet after all I cannot perceive that he loſes 
M Degree of that Reſpect which he owes, and 
E which his Predeceſſors have always. paid to the 
| Grand Signior, who is the undeniable Arbiter of 

E the whole World, 
| God grant our Sovereign long Life , perpetual 
victories, and a good Stomach to his Neat, Which 
the King of France wants, to the Accompliſhment 
ol his happineſs: For at een he leeds. ke a 
| Sparrow. 


| Paris the 1 EY of the 2h, Mon, 
. the Tear 16 4. 5 
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i 1 Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principa! 
1 Secretary of the Ottoman Em- 
pire. 


IT wilt perceive the vaſt Ref] ol have for 
thee, by my frequent Diſpatches. Thy Com- 
mands are to me as the Laws and Sandions of the. 
Ottoman Empire, which I will never violate. l 
am no Flatterer; witneſs my Letters to ſome of 
the Grandees; wherein I have not ſpar'd to re- 
1 3 ee 
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Conſternation and Fear, and Couriers are ever 
where running up and down from one Kingdom and 
GgEourt to another, to remonſtrate the Common Dan. 
ger, and beg Aſſiſtance. Every Body appear 
Zealous in a Cauſe which concerns all Chriſtendom, 
and the French. King has lent the Emperour Ei 
- Thoufa nd Men. 
The Duke of Beaufirt i is alſo. gone with a Squz 
dron of Ships tę encounter the Corſairs of Argier, 
and other Dominions of Barbary, 
5 The Pope has ſent to the Emperour's Affiſtane 
Six Thouſand Foot, and Two Thouſand Horte 
And the Reſt of the Emperour's Allies are tailing 
Levies for him as faſt as they can: It being curren 
News, that the Grand Signior in Perſon, is at th; 
- Bead of Two Hundred Thouſand Men, entering 
Hungary as a Conqueror: That he has taken abort . 
Forty Towns, ruin'd all the Count ry where be e 
paſs d chraugh, and t hat in a little time he yil W 
be at the Walls of Vienna. þ of 
In the mean time, this Court appears Inſenſo l 5? 
bf: the General Danger which threatens Chriſter p 
om, They are altogether taken. up in Ballad, | 
Plays, and Feaſting, minding their own Inter 
more than that of their Neighbours, and revellig — 
as if the King of France were ſole: Monarch of tn 
 *World. N 
Here is arrived a 1 Legate from Rome to com T 
poſe the Differences between the Pope and cli © 
Crown. His Name is Cardinal Chiſi. He is receiv 
with unparallell'd Magnificence, as if he were at 
Angel from Heaven: For the French King loves i 
ſhew his Grandeur on ſuch Occaſions. Beſide 


;all the Nations which are in the Communion of the £ 
Latin Church, have an unreſerv'd Veneration fu n 
the Roman Mufti, whom they eſteem the Succe1 p 
of Peter. the Prince of rhe Apoſtles, 3 


This 
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This young Monarch has a large Sul. The 
Whole World ſeems too little to ſatisfy his Ambi— 
tion. He lays the Foundation of Deſigns, greater 
Ethan thoſe of Alexander, the Conqueror of. Alia. 
Ine heaps up Money at a prodigious Bate; raiſes - 
(vaſt Armies, builds Magnificent Palaces, keeps 
Y Kings in Penſion, ſupports many Princes of Ger- 
nam; and in a Word, commands more of them, 
Ethan does the Emperour himlelt, who is their Law- 
| ful Sovereign. 


1 Let after all cannot perceive that he loſes | 
a Degree of that Reſpect which he owes, and 

M vwhich his Predeceſſors have always. paid to the 

brand Signior, who is the undenuble Arbiter of 

dhe whole World, 


| God grant our Sovereign long Life, erpetual 

| Viſtories, and a good Stomach to his Meat, Which 

the King of France wants, to the Accompliſhment 

of his happineſs: For at it preſent he ſeeds like a 
; Sparrow. 


l | Paris, the 1 5th, of * ech. Moon, 
oo eh the Fear Wie 
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15 Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal: 


i Secretary of the Ottoman Em- 
pire. 


1 1 wilt perceive the vaſt R ſpect J have for 
" thee, by my frequent Diſparches. Thy Com- 
„mands are to me as the Laws and Sandions of the, 
| Ottoman Empire, which I will never violate. 1 
am no Flatterer; witneſs my Letters to fome of 
dhe Crandees; wherein I have not ſpard to re- 
I 3. prove 


* 
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prove their Vices, Errors, and Male-Adminiſtra. 
tion. If a Baſſa has been unjuſt, ſeditious, or 
engag'd in Rebellious Practices: If he has proved 
an Extortioner, a Drunkard, or a Tyrant; he haz 
not eſcap'd without a due Reprimand. I have been 
bold in correcting, adviſing, and giving Counſe 
to the Greateſt Miniſters in the Empire. And this 
was a Province appointed me by the Flower of 
Sublime Glory, the Phenix of Honour, Sole Fav 
_ rite and Truſtee of the Grand Signior, the Vizir 
Axem, in whoſe Cuſtody were the Seals of Imperi. 
al Secrets, Majeſtick Decrees, and Royal Edits: 
Who being the Primum Mobile of the Refulgent 
Muſſu!man State, gave Life, Activity, and Order, 
to all the Inferiour Orbs, Springs, and Inſtruments 
of Government. . VVV 
I receiv'd this Command many Years ago; 1 © 
and he that gave ir me, is gone to the World f bi 
Spirit. Yer the Injunction remains in Force, be- b 
ing ſtamp'd with the Myſterious Signet, the cha- © 
racter of Supreme and Immutable Authority. In lc 
Obedience to which, I have never warp'd of MW ® 
_ flinch'd from the duty enjoyn'd me. And to de. ir 


monſtrate, that I did nor do this in a vain Oſten- ke 
tation of the Power which was given me; I have MW © 
not fail'd all along to pay to a Man of Merit, the 
Attach and Veneration which was his due. . 
Tiis with inexpreſſible Pleaſure, I throw my ſelf 1 * 
at the Feet of a Wiſe and Vertuous Man; with e 
extream complacency I kiſs the Duft whereon he ( 
treads, and unfold all my Faculties, in expreſſing 
my Eſteem. I am full of Platonick Love, and WM | 
| build Altars in my Breaſt, to a Soul deſerving the I * 
Innocent Sacrifices of amorous Paſſions; the in- 
cenſe of Gratitude, and a pure Affection, an Hol- 
cauſt of Integrity and Loyal Friendſhip. F 


I proteſt, by the hopes I have of fitting on the 
© Banks of the Rivers in Eden, and of being regald Ii * 
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in the delectable Chioſes of Paradiſe, that] honoum 
thy N other Sage Perfe&ions; that un- 
© blemiſh'd Life, thoſe excellent Morals, and the un- 
| parallell'd Sweetneſs of Modeſty, which Crowns: 
all thy Actions. Bur I will ſay no more to a Mar 
who cannot hear his own Praiſes. The beſt Me- 
thod of expreſſing my Regard, will be to anfwer 
thy Expectations, in preſenting thee with the true: 
pourtraicture of theſe Weſtern Nations and Lcoyle,. 
which thou ſo paſſionately coveteſt. 8 
© LI muſt deſire thee to excule the Confuſion and 
want of Order in my Letters; ſince I ſend thee a. 
© Medly of Remarks, as they come to my Knowledge: 
and Memory „%% ò Ty 
It is not long ago ſince I wrote to Iſouf Eb'Y 
Achmed, a Kinſman of mine, a Merchant at Aſtra- 
can; and among other Things, I took Notice of 
his neglecting to ſee Spain in his Travels; for he 
has been in moſt of the Kingdoms of Europe, and 
over all Aſia and A frick. In that Letter I de- 
© ſcrib'd. Spain in its worſt Colours. Now. IL will ſne ve 
it to thee in another Figure, without ſwerving 
from the Truth: For every Country has its Per- 
fections and Excellencies, as well as its Defects 
and Blemiſhes, 


If Spain have a barren Soil for Corn, Nature has 
made Amends for that Fault, in the Purity of the 
Air, and the Plenty of Fruits: The Sands of her 
| Rivers are the moſt per ſect Goid, Her Villages, 
| tho' few, are greater, and more Populous than 
| ſome Cities, witneſs Madrid. Her Mountains are 
of Tron, Marble, and Faſper. Her Vallies under-- 
| laid with Lead, Braſs, and Silver; Spain of old. 
was the Tharſis and Solomon, the Ophir of the Phæ- 
| nicians, and the Peru of Rome. | | 

In thoſe Days the Inhabitants of Spain were Fa- 
| mous for their Forrirude, and Invincible Conſtan- 
cy. Tis recorded, that the Inhabitants of Sagun- 


pield to their Enemies. | 
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to in the Province. of Valentia, when they were 
beſieg d by Hannibal, and ſore preſs d by the Cyr. 
thaginians, choſe to burn themſelves, with their 
Wives, Children and all their Wealth, rather than 


Their Fidelity alſo was ſo remarkable, tha 
ſome of the Roman Emperours had always a Guard 
of Spaniards near their Perſons; as the French Wi 
King, the Pope, and other Princes do now con. 
fide in the truſty Swiſſes. Ns | E 

But tho' there remain till ſome ſcatter'd Rem. n 
nants of the Ancient Vertue among them, eſpeci- W ; { 
ally in Biſcay and Caſtile, yer the greateſt Part of WM i; 
the Spaniards are degenerated. They make no . 
Figure now in the World, but only for their Gold, WF «5 
and rhe Vaſtneſs of their Pominions. For they Wi 
poſſeſs the beſt half of America, are Lords of 40 
Two Mighty Empires, and not without large Ter- 
ritories in the other Three Quarters of the World, W . 
Vet the too great Extent of their Power has weakn'd d 
its Vigor; the Affluence of their Wealth, has really WW 
impoveriſh'd them; and by ſtraining their Honour 
roo high, they have crack d it, being now of lit- 
rle or no Eſteem in Europe. Their Glory fades, at 
the riſing Grandeur of France, which makes radiant 
and ſwift Advances towards its Zenith, This 

young Monarch is already become the Arbiter of 
all Chriſtendom. JJ teapot ot oy 

Accompliſh'd Miniſter, there is nothing in Na- 


ture ſted faſt: The World is but an Eternal Circu- WF x 
lation of Events, Viciſſitudes, and Changes with- W x 

out Beginning or End. Only God remains Immu- WW } 
table, in his own Effence, which is the Center of WW , 
every thing. May thou and I meet there, and WW 7 
then we ſhall be eternally happy. Adieu. | 


Paris, 12th. of the th. Moon, 
of the Tear 1664. . 
| ES LETTER 
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| *CETTER XIV. 
[To Muſu Abwl Yahyan, Profeſſor - 
of Philoſophy at Fez. - 


| TD Y the Faith and: Obedience Towe to Am 
i B med our Holy Lawgiver; by the Alcoran, and 
all that is efteem'd Sacred among the MuſJulmans, 
| i ſwear, thy long Silence made me conclude my 
| Firſt Letter was unwelcome to thee. Bur now - 
Im convinced to the contrary. Thy generous An- 
| {ver has remov'd my Apprehentions, and fill'd 
me with Complacency. Henreforth I ſhall reſt 
aſfurd and confident of thy Friendſhip, promiſing 
my ſelf vaſt Improvements from 1o learned 4 
| Converſation, tho only by Letters at many hun- 
dred Leagues Diſtance. Ds „„ 
| As to what thou requireſt of me, concerning the 
E various Languages of Europe, I will intorm thee 
the beſt-I can, according to the Obſervations 1 
| have made, and the Intelligence I have receiv d 
from Men of Letters, and from Books, which are 
the Pictures of learned Souls, Mirrors wherein 
| they may behold their own Perfections, whillt 
they are on Earth, and after their De parture to 
the Inviſibles, other Men may fee the Interiour 
Beauties of their Mind repreſented to the Lite. 
| For Words are the perfect Sculpture of the Intel- 
ell, or at leaſt irs Mezzo-Tinto. They are the ex- 
| preſs Portraickure of Divine and Human Reaſon. 
Thus the Alcoran is call'd by. ſome of our Holy 
Doctors The True Image of Original, and Increated 
Wiſdom, * | . ps e 
Noa of all the Words and Languages on 
Zarth, thou know'ſt the Preheminence has been 
for ever given to thoſe of the Eaſt, and among 
n : 1 em 
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them to the Arabian, Loth in Regard of its Puri 

and of its Antiquity, from whence it is Sty! the 
Virgin Mother of Languages, the Diale& of the 
Bleſſed above. 55 | 
Thou know'ſt, that for this Reaſon it is, th; 
| True Faithful cover no Species of: Learning more 
ardently than to be perfectly skill'd in fo Divine: 
Speech, wherein the Volume of Celeſtial Majeſty ins 
penn'd in Heaven before the Throne of God, an! i 
ſent down on Earth by the Hand of Gabriel, Prin: WE © 

of the Meſſengers who fly on the Errands of the WWF . 
' Onmnmipotent. It. was ſent I ſay, to the Prophet, who q 
could neither write nor read, that the Word 

might be convinc'd of its Divine Original. Yetthe 
Incredulous will not believe: Tho it is manifeſt Wi 
to any Man of Impartial Senſe, That a. Perſon a. 8 '* 
together ignorant of Letters, could not poſſibly 


compoſe a Book, the moſt Elegant that ever wa; 7 , 
penn'd in the World, and wherein not the leit . 


Blemiſh or Contradiction can be found from tlc WF | 
Chapter of the Preface, to the laſt Verſicle, which 
winds up the whole Volume. Oh! obdurate Hearts f 
of Infidels; Oh! wilfully Blind, that ſhut their WW 
Eyes againſt the Splendors of Eternal Light: O. : 
reſolvedly Deaf, that ſtop their Ears againſt the WW . 
Voice of God and his Prophet, neither will they t 
liſten to the ſoft Whiſpers which are waſted from , 
Oo RE So Ol ; | 
Such are the Nazarenes, who for the Sake of i | 
the Gree and Roman Tongues, of which they arc WM 
_ paſſionately enamour'd, educate their Children in 
2 fair Way to believe all the Monſtrous Fictions of 
the Ancient Poets, or at leaſt all the Lying Tale W 
and Legends of their own Prieſts, which are Ten 
Times more Fabulous than the Former, and more 
Inconſiſtent with Reaſon. And rhis they do rather 


chan be at the Pains of learning Arabick, which 


would inſiru& them in Truths as Clear and Serene 
as the Orient Sun. I ſball 


7 
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ſhall ſay little of theſe Two ancient Languages 
| of Greece and Rome, in Regard they being now 


grown Obſolete, and only to be learn d in Schools, 


chou, no doubt, art vers d in them ad Unguem, 
as the Latins phraſe it. 5 
That which ſeems propereſt for me to inform 
thee of is, Thar the Roman or Latin Tongue ap- 
| pears like an old Antiquated Mother thruſt out of 
| Doors by her Four ungrateful Daughters, Italian, 
French, Spaniſh, and Portugueze. Theſe are her 
Natural Off-ſpring, begot during the Roman Con- 


veſts in the Weſt, and degenerating aſter that 
mpire was in its Decline. So that now they are 


taken for no better than Mongrels or Baſtards. In 
E Spaniſh there is a great Mixture of Gothiſh and Mo- 
reſcꝰ Words; the French retain many. of their 
old Gauliſʒh Idioms. The Italian is Corrupted. 
with a Horch-porch of Words, left by the Van- 
dals, Huns and Longobards. Yet that fault is 
| recompenc'd by Abundance of Greek Etymo- 
| logies. As for the Portuguexe, cis but a Dia- 
lect of Spaniſh, and lies under the fame Imper- 
Fo OT. 1 


The only pure Maternal Languages now current. 


| among the common People in any Part of Europe, 
are the Teutonich, Sclavonick, and Britiſh : The. 
| firſt is ſpoken in Germany to Pexggefon, but cor- 
| ruptly- in Suedeland, Denmark and. the United 
| Provinces. The Second is common. to the Hunga- 
| rians, Moldavians, Poles, Raſcians, and many o- 


ther Nations. The laſt is confin'd to the Welſh, a. 


| People inhabiting a Corner of Great Britain, dri- 
ven thither by the Victorious Saxons their Con- 
querors, above a Thonfand Years ago. As forthe” 
"Reſt, they are only mix d Dialetts, and ſo not 
worth taking Notice of; excepring one Mountai- 
nous Part of Spain, where the Inhabitants are faid 
to ſpeak Pure Arabick at this Day. They arc 
ſuppos d to be a Remnant of the Moors. The 


8 
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The Criticks here in the Weſt, uſe to give 
theſe following Rules in Reference to Languages, 
If you would addreſs to God, ſpeak in Greet ot 
Latin, becauſe of their Antiquity , Purity, and 
Majeſtick Loftineſs. If to Kings, ſpeak ift Spaniſh, 
in Regard of its flow Pronunciation and Gravity: 
If to Men, uſe Italian, to Women, French; to Dogs, 
Welſh : But if you would affright an Enemy, or the 
Devil himſelf, ſpeak High- Dutch. 
They relate a Story of a German Embaſſador at 
the French Court, who deliver'd his Meflage in 
Teutonich;, which when a certain Grandee heard, 
and took Notice of its harſh and ſtrong Emphaſis, 
he ſwore 'twas his Opinion, Thar this was the Lan- 
guage wherein God cursd Adam, Eve, and the 


Serpent. The German turning to him, anſwer'd ' 


briskly, *Tis poſſible Monſieur, it may be ſo; but 
then T hope you'll grant, that French was the Occaſi 
on of this. Curſe, when the Devil choſe to tempt Eve 


in that Language for its Effeminacy, wheedling her 


a la mode de Paris, to eat the forbidden Fruit. 


_ Renowned Muſu, do me the Honour of frequent 


: Letters: Inſtruct me in Things whereof I'm 1gno- 
rapt: Make me familiar with the Remarkables of 


the 2 where thou reſideſt: Tranſport Fez, 
with the ot 


er Parts of Africk which are known to 
thee; tranſport chem I ſay ſucceſſively to Paris 
every Moon, on a Piece of Paper, and I'w1ll ſend 


thee all Chriſtendom by way of Exchange: For 
thus it becomes the Lovers of Wiſdom, to barter 


ef the Tear 1664. 
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LETTER XV. 
to the Sultan at Adrianople. 


wholly taken up in contemplating a certain Co- 


[vol VI. z PARTS, if 


To Oſman Adrooneth , Aftrologer 


Too of thy Profeſſion here in the Weſt, are - 


net whichappears in the Firmament. Tis of that 
| Sort which they call | bearded.) And ſome will 
| have it to reſemble a Hon, others ſay tis like a 
Dragon, a Crocodile, a Bear, and I know not what. 
There is hardly a Species of Four-foored: Beaſts, 
to which the Giddy Rabble do not reſemble it. 
And ſome aſſert it to be the perfect Figure of a 
Sword. 5 | | „ 
The Mathematicians are ſtraining all their Skill, 
to take the true Dimenſions of this Celeſtial Appa- 
rition. The Painters are drawing it to the Liſe; 
the Poets are making Songs and Ballads of it. 
And the more Learned Sages are framing Aſtrona- 
| mical Schemes, like ſo many Gins or Traps to 
catch this Meteor in. They watch all its Motions, 
and dog it from one Heavenly Houfe to another; 
through the moſt intricate Paths of 
ö the SRy. 7 5 5 od 5 
| If it ſtands ſtill, or makes a Tranſient Addreſs 
to any Planet, Eminent Star, or Conſtellation, we 
| are preſently alarm'd with the News of it, and bid 
do be upon our Guard, as if there were ſome. Mif- 
| chief a-plotring againſt us Above. The World is 
| harangu'd wich Fatal Predictions of Wars, Famine, 
| Earthquakes, and other Calamities, the ſure Con- 
| ſequences of this ſuppos d Prodigy. CARL 


3 


* 1 


Tell me, thou who art Converſant in the Sci- 


ence of the Stars, and the Myſterious Philoſophy of . 


Nature, what theſe Comets are 2. Whether they be 


only., 


I. Therefore referring it to thy Sage Judgment, 
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only Exhalations drawn up into the Higher Regin 
of the Air, by the Force of the Sun; Or, whether 
they be more ſolid and durable Subſtances? Whe. 
ther they be of a Poſthumous Origin like the 
Clouds, Hail, Rain, Snow, and other Meteors, the 
daily Products of Nature, the Upſtart Off- ſpring of 
the Elements? Or, whether they are in the Rank WE 
of thoſe Beings, whoſe Antiquity is untraceable, * 
which are as Old as the World; ſuch as the Sun, 
Moon, Stars, and this Earth whereon we tread? ; 

For my part, I believe tis uo Hereſy in Science, ” 
whatever tis in Religion, to ſtarr New Maxins, WM 
For ought we know, both in the one and the other, 
what we call Innovation, is but a Reviving thoſe 
Principles, which through Deſuetude, or the Cor- 
ruption of Times are grown Obſolete, out of Date 
and forgotten, tho' really the moſt Primitive and 
Ancient Truths in the World. | 

Thus I cannot forbear thinking there are ſome 
bother Globes ſcatter'd up and down the Infinite 
Expanſe, beſide thoſe whoſe Continual Brightneſs 
expoſes them to our Eyes. FS | 
The Moon, tis known, with Venus and other 
Planets, receive their Light Gradually from the 
Sun, by Hemiſpheres : So that tis certain each of 
theſe Orbicular Bodies is always Dark by Halt. 
And where is the Soliciſm, if we ſuppoſe there 
are other Opake Bodies in the Frmament which 
receive no Light at all, and by their Nature and 
Qualities, are Incapable of receiving any but from 
within themſelves? So we may ſuppoſe theſe Co- 
met to be ſuch ſolid Globes, made Reſplendent by 
an Eruption of their Central Fires. 

God only knows the Truth in ſuch Caſes. And 
thou art better able to decide theſe Queſtions than 


I pray him who made the Stars, and orders their 
Dominion on Earth, to bleſs thee with Favourable 
Fo SEE , 


y £ 
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Influences, That thy Sou! may be always like a 


Land flouriſhing under the Sweet Aſpe#s of. Orion 
and the Pleiades. pg obo 


| Paris, 22d. of the 12th. Moon, 


of the Tear 1664. 
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V 
To Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal 

Secretary of the Ottoman Em- 
| pire. „ | | 


T HE French have had ſo many Occaſions of Joy 
of late, that it his hard to derermine, which 


affects them moſt nearly, 


The Satisfaction which the Pope gave this o- 
narch, for the Injuries formerly done to bis Em- 
baſſador at Rome, began the Triumph of the French- 
Court. I have already ſent Intelligence of that 
Quarrel, and how high the Reſentments of the 
King flew, on the fame Day that he receiv'd the 
Firſt News of ſo Barbarous an Affront. Now I 
ſhall acquaint thee, That there enſu'd a Treaty 
between them at Piſa, a City of Ttalyin the Duke- 
dom of Tuſcany, after the French Troops had ter- 
rified them into a State-Penitence, by the mena- 
cing Approaches they made toward the Eccleſia- 
tical Territories, through the Principalities of Mo- 
dena and Parma. Thefe Two are Friends to 
France, and their Intereſt makes them ſo, in Re- 


gard that Crown protects em from the Pope's Op- 


preſſion, who is always eſteemd an Ill Neigh- 
bour, by the Italian Princes, whoſe Dominions lie 
next to his. For this Roman Prelate is very Potent 
and Rich; he would in a ſhort time be Lord 5 
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all Europe in Temporals as well as Spirituals, were he 
not curb'd by the King of France and his Allies. 
This makes all the little Sovereigns round about 
Rome, ſtand in Awe of the Monarch, who was born 
to command Crowned Heads. Wonder not at the 
Expreſſion: For I tell thee, ſome of the greateſt 
Princes in Europe are his Penſioners. This very 


uarrel with the Pope, has gain d the French King 


Three Cardinals more than were his. Friends for- 
merly. 35 naps 
The Concluſion of the Treaty was, That the 


Pope, ſhould ſend a-Legate de Latere into France, 


to pacify the King's Wrath; and that the Militia 
or Roman Guards whom they call Sbirri and Corſes, 


ſhould be for ever aboliſh'd, and a Pyramid be 


erected over againſt their Guard-Houſe, with an 


Inſcription in Latin and French, declaring their 


Crime and Puniſhment, 
This put the Court of France into a very Jolly 


Humour. They fell preſently ro Feaſting and Re- 


velling ; and the King's next Project was the Con- 


queſt of Barbary. To this End he ſent the Duke of 
Beaufort with a Fleet of Great Ships, to clear the 
Seas of African Corſairs, that ſo an Army might 
be ſafely tranſported from Toulon, and landed on the 
oppoſite Shore. His Deſign in this was to reduce 
the Inhabitants of thoſe Happy Countries to the 


old Idolatry ot their Fore-fathers, to plant there the 


Nazarene Superſtition, and make himſelf the Sole 


Lord and Proprietor of Affick. 


I cannot divine what Succeſs he will have in 
this great Enterprize; but it appears as if God 
were angry with the Muſſulmans : Such continua! 


Loſſes they ſuſtain by Land and Sea, 


It is with no ſmall Grief I-ſaw not long ago, the 
French who ſerv'd in Hungary this Campagne, re- 
turn to: Paris laden with the Spoils of True Be- 
liever I cannot behold che very Cymetars and 
= Ee TT T — | Enfigns i 
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Enſigns which theſe Inſidels took from the van- 
quiſh'd Oſmans, hang up in their Temples as Tro- 
phies of their Victory, without inexpreſſible Paſſion 

and Regret. Tis ſaid here, the Grand Signior has 

| Joſt in Hungary above Thirty Thouſand Men this 

Campagne; whereof Ten Thouſand were kill'd in 

one Battle, and a Hundred and Fifty Colours ta- 
ken, with Sixteen Cannons. 5 0 

Beſides, theſe Giafers grate my Ears with ano- 

| ther Bravado, boaſting that one French Ship of 

| War fought Seven Hours with Three and Thirty 

| of the Grand Signior's Gallies, ſunk Five, ſcatter d 

the reft, and came off with a compleat Victory. 

Iii a vaſt Advantage the French have in the Si- 

tuation of their Country, in that it is waſh'd on the 

South by the Mediterranean, on the North by the 

| Main Sea So that tis eaſy for them to curb the 

| preateſt Part of Europe on one Side, and ſufficient- 

ly moleſt the Levantines on the other. As for 
the Weſtern Parts, this Kingdom is their very Cen- 
ter: Where all the Lines of War, Peace, Com- 

| merce and Traffick meet and terminate. She is to 

| Chriſtendom, what Egypt and Sicily were in former 

Ages to the Empire of Old Rome, an inexhauſti- 

ble Granary. Whatſoever deſirable Things, Na- 

| ture has frugally drop'd here and there in other 

| Regions, are found in this Kingdom as in their 

Original Seminary. Corn is plentiful as Graſs, 
Vine is almoſt as cheap here, as Water is with you 

in ſome Parts of Turky, The Fens and Lakes are 
cover'd with Wild Fowl. The Meadows wich Sheep, 
Deers, Goats and Oxen. There's nothing ſcarce - 
but Hens, Eggs, and True Believers, Thad almoſt 
forgot their Remarkable Plenty of Salt, the bare 
Cuſtom of which, augments the King's Coffers 
with Four Millions of Zequins every Lear. 
Fance alfo abounds in Hemp, a moſt neceſſary 
Vegetable, whereof. ſhe not only makes all her 
SS. o Cn 
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own Cordage and Sails, but alſo furniſhes he 
Neighbours; which brings in a confiderable Re. 
venue, There is an Infinite Plenty of Fruits, and 
Trees for Timber, of Iron, Marble, Free-ſtone, and 
all Things neceſſary for Building Ships or Hauſer, 
for Defence or Offence by Land or Sea. Neither 
are there wanting Mines of Gold, Silver, Th, 
Lead, Copper and other Metals whereof Men may; 
the Inſtruments of War, and the Entertainment 
of Peace. In a word, this Country is ſo enrich 
with every thing, that ſome Hiſtorians and Philo. 
ſophers have call'd ir the Parent of Plenty, other, 
the Fountain of Earthly Bliſs, the moſt Incompa. 
rable. Region of this Globe, the Epitome of the 
World, or rather a little World it felf. 
Serene Scribe, thou wilt not wonder at the Uni. 

verſal Succeſſes of the French Arms, when tho 
conſidereſt theſe things, and here the Province 
are Peopl'd like Kingdoms, the Cities appear like 
whole Provi::ces, for Multitude of Inhabitants 
To ſay all in a Word, The Common Character of 
France, is the ſame which Philoiophers give to 
Nature. That there can be no Vacuum found in it, 


paris, 25th. of the 12th. Moon, 
of the Tear 1664. | 
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To Abdel Melec, Muli Omar, Pre- 
ſident of the College of Sciences 
: Pa. me to ruſh into thy. Preſence, Venerable 

Patron of Philoſophy, without rhe uſual For- 


; _ tpalities of Addreſs, or Pundilio's of W F 
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iet me be admitted like a Man with Coals of Fire 
on his Head, as the Cuſtom is at the Imperial Port, 
in urgent Caſes: For I am newly inflam'd afreſh 
with Pythagoriſm, Platoniſm, and Indianiſm. 
| Floods, Fires, and other Devaſtations by War, 
W Famine, Peſtilence , Earthquakes, and fuch like 
E Contingencies, have either quireaboliſh'd che True 


parts of the Earth; or ar leaſt very nuch dimi- 
E niſh'd and obfcur'd their Original Splendor, 

The beſt Manſcripts are loſt, unleſs the Indians 
have preſerv'd em. Our Fathers grew Torpid, 
EStupified, and Deſperate, under the Publick Ca- 
lamities which overwhelm'd whole Cities, brovin- 
ces, Kingdoms, and Empires: There was no En- 
couragement for a Scribe or a Man of Letters, to 
put himſelf to a needleſs Toil in labouring to pre- 
ſerve the Records which came from Heaven: Hi- 
Eſtories of the World Inviſible, Celeſtial, Perfect, 
Band Eternal; Traditions of undiſcoverable Anti- 


3 


quity; PandeFs repleniſh'd with Bright Oriental 
Wiſdom, and ſeal'd with the Tetragrammaton, 
Which thou knowſt is the Signet of the Firft and 
he Laſt; even of the Divinity which comprehends 
ball Things, and is it ſelf comprehended of none. 
} Had they gone about ſuch a Task, they knew 
that fome ill Fate or other would ſwallow their 
ritings, and bury them in Eternal Oblivion, 
Hence it is, that at this Day we can hardly boaſt 
Fof the Footſteps of ancient Knowledge, a few 
Fragments and Reliques of Primitive Learning, 
ſcatter'd up and down in divers Authors, and much 
adulterated with the vain Opinions and Errors of 
After-Times. For every writer was either inclin d, 
or forc'd, to flatter the Age wherein he liv'd, and 
not oppoſe their Tenets. So that now there is 
Carce any True Philoſophy extant on this fide the 
„„ DO TRE I BIG | 


Hon 


and Primitive Science of the Firſt Ages, in moſt 


| Ineffable Secrets of Eternity. . 


were ſucceſſively produc'd in time; every one 
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How thofe Brachmans only had the Happineſ 
to conſerve ſo Sacred a Treaſure, can be no other 
way made out, than by their own conſtant Tradi. 
tion, that the Deluge of Noah never reach'd thoſe 
utmoſt Borders of the Land toward the Eaft. And 
perhaps the ſame Reaſon may be given. for the un. 
rraceable.Chronologies of the Chineſe, their Neigh- 
bours. For tho' they differ in the Sentiments and 
Rites of their Religion, in their Laws, Cuſtoms, 
and manner. of Government, yet they both agree 
 1n affirming the World to be indeterminately Old, 
putting a certain Number of Millions of Years, for Opit 
an uncertain, far beyond it; which is but a mo- K 
deſt Retrenchment of their own Thoughts, as if W Nog 
they were unwilling, it ſhould: be falſly cenſurd Wh ;* 
that they aim'd at an Mperbole. 3 
They ſay, That the Firſt Matter is Co- eternal Lov 
with God, as Light is Co-2val with the Sun, pro- Lib 
duc d alſo, and depending after the ſame Manner, WWF 
For as the Light diffus d through the Air, is not 
properly the Sun, but an Inſeparable Effect of it; „ 


ſo the Univerſe is not God, but his Prodution, ever 4 
ſubſiſting on him, and never to be divideg from if bu 
his Eternal eſſence. And for ought J ſee, the moſt 8 
ſignificant Language in the World has no other WW © 


way to expreſs things of this abſtruſe Nature. pa 
They are too ſublime for humane Thought; much 
more do they tranſcend the Power of Speech. Al 
the Dialects on Earth are too barren of Words, 
and Words too deſective in Senſe, to deſcribe the 


As for the various Ranks of Beings, the Infinite 
Diverſity of Forms, reſulting from the Firſt Mat- 
ter, they think ir reaſonable to believe. That they 


in its Order, and according to its Perfection. 

I tell rhee, it appears much more Rational for 

me co believe this, than that the Firſt _— 5 
| „„ c 
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ſelf was produc'd out of nothing above Five or 

Six Thouſand Years ago, as the Jews and Chriſti- 

ans ſeem to teach, Rather than ſtarve my Reaſon 

| with ſo ſhort an Idea of the World's Age, I would 

embrace the Sentiments of Democritus and Epicu- 

| rus, ſuppoſe an Infinity of Spaces and Worlds, an 

| Eternity of Generations and Corruptions, a Continual 

| Change not only ot Tndividuals, but of the very 

| Species of things, through the Fatal Concourſe and 

Blending of Atomes: Yer not denying, the Unity of 

the Divine Eſſence, nor undervaluing his Provi- 

| dence all the while. For theſe things are, in my 

| Opinion, very compatible one with another. 

l do not pretend to be ſingular, or ſer up for a 

| Dogmatiſt. Neither am I ambitious of being e- 
ſteemd a Wit, by venting Notions above the 
reach of op Capacities. Tis only the pure 

Love of Truth, which encourages me to take this 

| Liberty with thee, who in Matters of Philoſop-y art 

| the ny Maſter of the Age . 

To thee therefore I ſubmit all my Sentiments, 

as to an Oracle; deſiring thy Impartial Anſwer, 

and couching the Faculties of my Soul, in the moſt 

humble Artach to thy Venerable Wiſdom, I be- 

come mute as a Momm ieee. N 


Paris, 3oth. of the 12th, Moon, 
of tbe Tear 1664. : 
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LETTER XVI. 
To Mirmadolin, Santone of the Val 
INT; of Sidon. 


| KF. 7 Hat is this World, that on all ſides In. 
vades our Senfes? This Earth under our 

Feet; thoſe Clouds whirling over our Heads, 
theſe Winds ſhaking the Trees; that Azure Sky, 
with all its glittering Ornaments? What's all this 
but an Eternal Dream; a mere Shadow of God A. 
_ mighty's Thoughts? Tis pleaſant living in it; ti 
alſo painful. In his Senſe this Univerſe is perfect. 
ly good; in ours 'tis mixed with evil. He made 
it for his own Diverſion, and our Scrutiny. *Tis 
to us a Field of Riddles, and Contradictions. In 
Summer we curſe the Heat, and in Winter blaſ- 
pheme the Cold. Yet we bleſs both the one and 
other, when we feel em in due Meaſure and Sca- 
fon. One Hour, this Colour pleafes the Eye, a- 
nother that; and perhaps in the next, tis dil- 
guſted at them both. We never find Reſt or Con- 
tent in any thing. The ſofteſt Muſick at ſome 
times grates our Ears, like the croaking of Toads, 
The moſt agreeable Odours, are as the Smell of 2 
Sepulchre, Ioathſome and abominable. The moſt 
delectable Wines and Savoury Meats, at ſuch Sea- 
| ſons, are unpalatable as the Beverege and Diet of 
Hell. Neither can the mare infinuating Charms 
of Women, put us in a better Humour. All the 
whole Syſtem of Nature joined together, 1s not 
ſuffieient to afford us Eaſe. ' Nothing but a Ray 
from rhe Omnipotent can alleviate our Melancho- 
ly, or give us a taſte of our ſelves. For we are 
the very Deity in ſcatter'd Fragments; or we are 
ſeparated Drops of the Divine Eſence V . 
„ „„ _ Spirits 
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| Spirits of Eternity; by Fate or Chance, fix d in 
proper Vehicles of Time, and Matter. O Santone 7 
This whole Corporeal Univerſe, is but a Web ſpun 
from the Bowels of an Infinite God, and wrought 
| with inimitable Artifice, to catch, Immaterial 
Heims, Ided's and Souls in, which are the Genuine 
off. ſpring of the Eternal Mind. We Mortals of 
Humane Race, are but ſo many parcels of the Di- 
unity in Diſguiſe, trapan'd into Bodies, by cer- 
ain hidden Baits, Magnets and Charms lurking in 
Embryo e, with which we have ſome Sympathy. 
we are all Gods in Maſquerade. So are the Beaſls 
of the Field, the Birds of the Air, and the Fiſnof 
DEE Gantt phe bt 
let us not therefore condemn the Antique Cere- 
| monies of Gentile Religion, which taught Men to 
F adore the Sun, Moon and Stars; the Elements and 
all that is within their Circumference, eſpecially 
the Souls of departed Hero's, Demi-Gods, Nymphs, 
and the Reſt of thoſe Beings which are the Eldeſt 
Prageny of Eternal Nature. For in fo doing, they 
did bur build Altars to the Original Fountain of 
the Univerſe. Since God is in the Winds, in the 
Rain, in che Thunder, Lightning, Hail and other 
Meteors; in the Heavens, and Air, Sun, Moon 
and Stars; in the Fire, Earth and Water; in 
P Plants and Animals; finally, ſince he is in the Ele- 
ments, and every ching compounded of them; he 
is not only in them, kbut is theſe very Things by an 
Ae fable Production of himſelf. And when the F- 
al Conſummation ſhall come, it will be but a with- 
drawing all che extended Lines of his Infinity, in- 
to their Center, where thou and I, and every di- 
vidledl Atome in Nature ſhall meet, be united and 
ſwallowed up in Eternal Beatitude. Amen! Amen! 
Oh thou Lord and Father of all things, Inexhau- 
ible Abyſs of Miracles which know no End. 
Paris, 6th. of the 1ſt. Mon, EO: 
fie Tear isss - LETTER 


Reflux of Particles. 
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LETTER XIX. 
To the ſame, 


.C\VUppoſing it were otherwiſe than T have ſaid; 
Grant the Doctrine of Epicurus true. Believe 
that we and all things were produc'd by the Fytij. 
tous Concourſe of Atomes. Let ſtill we have the 
ſame, or greater Reaſon to value our ſelves x 
diminutive Gods, fince in this Senſe we muſt of 
neceſſity be Eternal, every Atome being fo, oſ 
Which we are compounded. In the Opinion of 
© theſe Philoſophers, there's no ſuch thing as an n. 
gin or Beginning of the Univerſe: Each Particle of 
| Matter with them, is as old as the Divinity. We 
have all rang'd Eternally from one Form and oy! 
to another; danc'd to the meaſures of Fate, been 
Parts of the Orbs above, and of the Caverns be. 
low; ſtray d through the Heavens and all the Ele. 
ments; taken an Univerſal Career, through Infinit 
and Endleſs Spaces; and are now (as fix d as we 
ſeem in theſe ſolid Hulks of Fleſn) in the ſame 
Hurly-Burly- as evt. 
Theſe Bodies which we carry about us are not 
compounded of the ſame Atomes as they were &. 
ven Years ago. There is a perpetual Flux and 
We die as faſt as we live 
Every Moment ſubſtracts from our Duration or 
Earth, as much as it adds to it. We move, 
Breathe, and do all things by Paradox. Our ver) 
r 7 ht nn non, 
With an open Heart therefore, I applaud thy 


Religious Negligence of Humane Affairs, in that 
thou art Divinely careleſs of thy ſelf, and ever 
ching elſe, fave only to conſerve thy Innocence. 


What 


who 
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| What ſignifies it, whether we believe che Vyit- 
ten Law or the Alcoran; whether we are Diſciples 
of Moſes, Feſus, or Mahmet; followers of Arj- 
ſytle, Plato, Pythagoras, Epicurus, or Iich Rend 
n the Indian Bramin? Of what Import is it, 
uhether we pray or not? Whether we kneel be. 
ore Images, or in a ones Moſque ? "Twill be all 
one in the winding up. e are but the Machines 
Jof Chance. AS we live, 10 ſhall we die; and God 
knows what will become of us afterwards ; neicher 
lis it worth our while to be ſoll:cicous, ſince 
ue can be certain of nothing. Perhaps, ever A- 
me of which we are made, may be ſcatter'd 
rom the Reſt; we may be cranſpor red Piece meal 
into Ten Hundred Thouſand Millions of Worlds; 
Land ſeven-fold as many Years may expire, bet ore 
Two the minutett Particles of our Frame, meet to- 
ether again. We need not to be troul led at all 
Itiis; nochi::g can hinder us from being Immorta 
und Eternal, tho' it be but in Fragments. | 
| Goon then, Sacred Vagabond, Pious Rambler, 
Holy Fugitive; go on, to afſert in the courſe of 
[thy Lite, this great Truth, That all things depend 
on Ever laſting Chance or Deſtiny. Thy actions ſhall 
reprove the Hypocrites of the age, who abound 
in Specious Words. And thy Divine Indifference 
all condemn the Helliſn Zeal of furious Ligots, 
ho think to pleaſe God, and atone for tl eir S; 15, 
bby facrificing Humane- Blood, and maſſlacring all 
chat are not of their Faith. 

| God, or Chance, or Fate, ſhall tranſport thee 
after Death, to happy Regions, ImmarceNb'e 
Joys, and an Endleſs Succeſſion of Bliſs. Evcry 
Atome fhall find its Paradiſe. Thou ſhalt moufit 
by Degrees to Full, Infinite and Exernal Felicicy, 
Adieu for a time. 

Paris, 20th. of the 1ſt. Moon, 

| of the Year 1668. 


. L Er. 
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LETTER XX 


Zo Iſouf, his Couſin, a Merchant at 
Acſtracan. 


VV Hen I reflect on thy Happineſs, in having | 


been ail thy Life at Liberty to change 

thy Reſidence, and ramble whitherſoever thy 
Fancy invited thee, and that even now at 4ſtra. 
can, thou art no longer confn'd that by thy own 


Pleaſure or Intereſt, I cannot forbear envying 


"thee, ; 

There is an inexpreſſible Delight in ranging 
the various Tracts of the Earth. Whereas to be 
.perperually ſhut up and impriſoned as J am, ina 
City ſo cloſe and high-builr, that the very Winds 
ran ſcarce find a Way into her Interiour Parts, is 
a perfect Hell upon Earth. . 5 
Io ſpeak the Truth, Paris may be call'd a Heap 
or Aggregate of Cities, built one upon another, 

like Pelion upon Offa, ſince the Houſes here are 
as high as the Minarets at Conſtantinople and di- 
vided like the Air into the lower, middle, and upper 


Regions or Apartments; Or rather like the Hea- 


vens, Whoſe Number 4/tronomers aſſert to be Nine. 
For with ſo many Stories, do ſome Houſes, nay 
wiiole Streets in Paris, lift up their Heads; and 
cvery Story or Apartment's peopl'd like a Bee- Hive. 
So that in-this Infinite Throng of Inhabitants, and 
ſuch as come hither about Buſineſs, we are ready 

to be ſtifled with one anothers Breath: Where- 
as thou knoweſt, in the Cities all over the Eaſt, 
the Houſes are intermix'd with Gardens : They 
are low-builr, with Terraſſes on the Top to take 
the cool Air on by Night, with Parterres, Kas- 
Zaneys, Divans, Conſervatories, and all the other 
5 15 Con- 
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Conveniences for refreſhing the Senſes, by Water, 
Wind, and Odoriferous Smells. 

This makes me long to be at Conttantimple, Da- 
maſcus, Moſul, or even at African, where thou 
| refideſt, though that City want many Delights, 
which others enjoy. Hozvever I thou'd there en- 
counter with Tiara's and Turbants, the very Sight 
of which would half cure my Diſcontent. May 
my Portion be with Tage, it Lam nor tir'd wich 
ſeeing Nothing but theſe Hats, and Short Coats, 
theſe rid! ulous Franks, theſe Apes without Tails. 
And then to hear them rant againſt the Grand 
Sienior, and all True Believers; to hear them bla- 
ſpheme rhe Meſſenger of God,curſe the Alc)ran, re- 
vile the Mufti, aud all rhe Mollahe, with a Thou- 
ſand other Imperti ences, which none but ſuch 
Reprobates, Giaurs, an! Infide's wou'd be guilty 
of; makes me either wiſh my ſelf Deaf, or that 
my Tongue were at Liberty to anſwer them. 
Bur, much rather wou'd I defire to be in a Place, 
were I might enjoy my Ears, to receive the Salem 
from my Friends that are Muſſulmans, and to hear 
the Name of G devoutly bleſsd on any Occaſi- 
on that awakens the Senſe to Piety. 

Oh that I were among my Countrymen, the 
Arabians, who dwell in Tents, and frolick about 
from Hills to Valleys, taſting by Turns the various 
Sweets or the Foreſt and the Plain! The Groves 
and Meadows, Paſtures and Arable Grounds, C1- 
ties and Villazes , all contribute ro their De- 
light. They want no Innocent Joy that the Earth 
can afford. Their Wealth confiſts in the Multi- 
tude of their Sheep, Camels, Goars and Uxen. 
And for them is all their Care, that they may 
not want Graſs and Water in due Seaſon. As tor 
themſelves, they are refign'd to Providence, | 

$o are the Ta tars, who ilcep in Hords or Wag- 
gons; the only Cavaliers of Aſia: Whole Life 

K 2 18 
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is à Perpetual Campagne, from the Cradle to the 
Grave: Their Labour and Eaſe are derived from 

the ſame Fountain; exerciſing themſelves on 
Horſe-back at Seven Years oid; and feeding on 

the Milk of Mares as ſoon as they are wean'd from 
their Mother's Breaſts. Toil and Recreation with 
them are one and the ſame thing, ſince they know 
no other Pleaſure but what conſiſts in Riding, 
Fighting and Conquering ; or elle in Death, 
which they believe tranſlates them to new Joys, 
and rhoſe more poiznant than they knew before, 
Therefore they bravely court it at the Point of a 
* Sword, or the Mouth of a Cannon: Nothing be- 
ing more ſcandalous or hateful than a Coward 
among them. 1 „ 
I proteſt, the very Idea of Palus Mæstis, and 
Turica Cherſoneſus, with the Reſt of thoſe Horri- 
ble Fens and Marſhes, on the North of the Black 
Sea, wliich encompaſs the Dominions of the Tay. 
-fars, affects me with a Paſſion, or rather tuch a 
Medly of Pailions, as I know not how to name, 
Thoſe ample Deſarts, thoſe untrack'd Solitudes, 
appear to my Imagination, like the Limits of this 
old Habitable World; and the Frontiers of ſome 
new, ſtrange and unxnowm Region: ſome Terra 
Tncognita, where an Univerſal Deſolation and Si- 
lence keep their Seat for ever: Where no Voices 
are heard but thoſe of uncouth Satyrs, Fauns, 
and other Exotic Tenants of the Woods and Moors. 
No other Soand but the whiſtling and roaring of 
the Winds. No Proſpet but that of Trees which 
have appear'd from the Infancy of Time, and 
where thoſe are wanting, the Eye is wearied in 
à long endleſs Waſte, which nothing ſeems to 
bound, bur the declining Arch of diſtant Skies, 
or low, black, melancholy Clouds, skirted with 
Miſts and Fogs, Eternal Mantles of the Northern 

This 
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This is the Figure of thoſe ſolitary Tracts where 
| would chuſe to live, rather than in a City Which 
ſtiles me, with roo much Plenty of every Tiig, 
but freſh Air, and honeſt People. 5 
uf, the Contrarieties which we find in Earth 
ly Things, give a Guſt to each other. And, the 
moſt Magnificent Palace wqu'd ſeem a Priſon, were 
a Man always confin'd to live in it. 
_ Couſin, I with thee perpetual Liberty, and Hap- 
pineſs. oe e = 


Paris, 7th. of the 2d, Moon, | — 
of the Tear 1665. 


| LETTER. XXI. 

To Hamet, Reis Effendi, Princi- 
pal Secretary of the Ottoman Em- 
RECESSES 


A Midſt the variety of Obligations which I have 
to diſcharge; I forget not to obey cl. 
Commands, I have already in my former DI 
patches acquainted thee with the Characters, and 
ſome Remarkable Paſſages of Zenry LV. Lewis XIII. 
Lewis XIV. Cardinal Richlieu, Cardinal Mazatini, 
and the Prince of Conde. Now I will ſay ſome- 
thing of the Famous Mareſchal de Turenne, whole 
Fame reaches whereſoever the French Wars have 
been talk'd of tor theſe Forty Years, The Name. 
of this great General, is Henry de la Tour di duver- 
gne, Son to the Duke of Bouillon. 55 
When his Father was near his Death, he call'd 
for both his Sons, whereof this was the youngeſt. 
And among other Exhortations, he recommend- 


198 
ed in a ſpecial Manner Three Things to their Pra. 
ctice : Never to renounce or change their Reli. 
gion: Never to take up Arms againſt their Sovereign: 
Nor to provoke the Firſt Mini ſter. SE 

As to the Firſt, the Mareſchal de Turenne has 
hitherto kept it inviolably, but he has faulter'd in 
both the other; having revolted from his Afa- 
ſter's Service during his Minority, and oppos'd the 
Intereſt of Cardinal Mazarini, when the Parlia- 
ment perſccuted that Afiniſter. 

However, this hinders not but that he is a Great 
Sould ier, ard beſides he 1s ſince reconcil'd to the 
King. Ve ſcems to be born for Martial Affairs. 
And they relate of bim, That when he was but 
Ten Years Old, and his Goverrour miſſing him, had 
ſought up and down every where for him, he at 
length found him faſt aſleep on a Cannon, which 
he ſeem'd to embrace with his little Arms as far 
as they would reach. And when he ask'd why 
he choſe ſuch a Couch to lie on, he made Anſwer, 
| That he deſign d to have ſlept there all Night, to con- 
wince his Father that he was hardy enough to undergo 
the Fatigues of War, though the Old Duke had often 
_ perſwaded himſelf to the Contrary. And to ſpeak 
the Truth, no Man was more Careleſs of his Body 
than this Prince, | 5 | 

At Fourteen Years of Age he was ſent into Hol- 


land to ſerve in the Army under the Prince of O- 


range, who was his Uncle. There he apply'd 
himſelf to all the Diſcipline of War, doing the 
Duty of a Private Soldier : Which is the common 
Way that Cadets or younger Brothers take to riſe 
to the moſt Eminent Offices. He was equally 
forward in Labours and Perils, never ſhunning 
any Fatigue or Hazard, which might bring him 
Glory, yer he was not raſh, the Common Vice 
of Youth, but remper'd all his Actions with an 
_ extraordinary Prudence and Solidity of Judgment, 

2 Secs . beyond 
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beyond what was expected from him ac thoſe 
Tears. Yet, on the other S'de, his Counſels 
were not flow and Flegmatick, being of a very 
ready Forecaſt ; and he {eldom fail d in his Con- 
| trivances. He was ſoon promoted to a Place of 
command. And the Exactneſs of his Cunduct 
| rais'd him a vaſt Reputation, fo that by begrees 
he at laſt arriv'd to that Height of Power and Ho- 
nour he now poſſeſſes. He appears Indefatigable in 
his Body, and of an Invincible Reſolution. He 

hates Flatterers, that think to gain his Friendſhip 

by praiſing him. And is equally averſe from ma- 
king uſe of ſuch fawning Infinuations to others, 
though the Greateſt Princes of the Blood, or the 
Fir MiniSer himſelf, 0 

Nie has alſo a certain Sted faſtneſs of Spirit which 
cannot be warp'd by any Artificial Addreiles , 
though made to his own apparent Advantage, it 
they propoſe to him any Thing that has the leaſt 
Semblauce of what is baſe and diſhonourab!e, 
Thus he wou'd never conſent that the Honour of 
taking Dunkirk ſome Years ago, ſhould be aſcrib'd 
to Cardinal Mazarini, tho' that Miniſter privareiy 
E courted him to it, offering him the Greateſt Com- 
mands in the Kinzdom, if he would do him tf ar 
Service; and the Mareſchal knew it might prove 

his Ruin, if he did not. Yet ſuch was his Inte- 
grity and Love to the Truth, that by no means 
would he be brought to condeſcend to this Mean- 
neſs of Spirit: Yer, perhaps it might only pro- 
ceed from the Averſion which in thoſe Days he 
had for the Cardinal. Many times it is evident, 
That a Natural Paſſion is made to paſs for a Mo- 
ral Vertue. Beſides, perhaps he was unwilling to 
| be depriv'd of the Glory due to him for that Im- 
portant Service. Tr 

lle is a Man of few words, and fo ſecret in all 

| his Counſels, that no-body knows any thing of his 
Ep 4 N 
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Deſigns, till he puts them in Execution. Ever 
Man eſteems him the moſt Liberal Prince of this 
Age, having no other regard for Money, than, a 


it ſerves the Neceſſities of his Family, and enable; 
him to oblige his Friends. | 


In a Word, whatever Vices he may have, heis 


yet endu'd with ſo many Good Qualiries and Ver. 
rues, that he is belov'd by all the Nation, and in 
Particular Favour with his Sovereign, who treats 
him nor as a Subject, but as one of his moſt inti- 
mate Friends. | ps | - 
May God, who has rais'd up this Great Genizy, 
to aggrandize the French Monarchy, continually 
ſupply the Grand Signior with Valiant and Expert 
Generals, that the Empire of the Faithful Oſmans, 
may encreaſe like the Moon, but never be in its 
Wane, till that Planet ſhall no more appear in the 
Heavens, and the Faſtning of the Elements ſhall 
„„ A on es 


| Paris, 12. of the 2d. Mon, 
lie Fear ies, 


— ————_. 


LETTER XXII. 


To Orchan Cabet, Student of the Sci. 


ences, and Penſioner to the Grand 
Signior. 


T2 French King has "This Letter wis 


lately receiv'd a groſs written Originally it 
Affront from the Poets. Sclavonick. 
They have often been Sa- „ 
tyricil upon his Loves, and now they begin i 
| Eurleſque upon his Money. A Day or Two ago, 


4 
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as he was newly riſen out of his Bed, he found 
on a Table in his Chamber, a Paper containing 
theſe Verſes. 8 


Tu és Iſſue de Race Auguſte, 
ton Ayeul eſt Henry le Grand; 
Et ton Pere Lowis le Juſte, 
Pour Iq, tu wes qu'un Louis 
(a' Hirgent. 
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Thou know'ſt where the Force of the Poer's Wir 
lies, having travelled in France and learned their 
Language. The King ſmil'd at the Reading of it, 

and ſeem'd to be pleas d with the Frankneſs of the 

Author, ſaying, He was worth a Thouſand Flatte- 

rers, He promiſed likewiſe to give him Five 

Hundred Lovis's for his Wir, if he would diſcover 
himſelt, as alſo ro pardon him on his Royal Word. 
But the Satyrift would not venture himſelf, know - 
ing that Kings have more ways than one to re- 
venge themſelves of Private Perſons, their Sub- 
jel ls. However, ſince the King appear'd ſo well 
pleaſed with this, he was reſolv'd to give him 
another Touch of his Skill. And the very next 
Morning in the ſame Place, the King found thee - 
words: = 


Ta ne le Seaura pas Louis, 


Car j'etois ſeul quand je le fis. 


There have been many Conjectures made about 
the Author of theſe Lampoons. Some ſay one 
thing, and ſome another. And there are nor 
wanting ſuch as faſten it on a Virgin of Collen, 

| | "8 - „ ne 
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now reſiding at this Court: Her Name is Anne 
Marie de Skurman. She is very Learned, and 
ſpeaks Arabick, Latin, Turkiſh, Greek, Italian, 
French and Spaniſh, as. fluently as her Native Dia. 
left. She is of a Fine Wit, and piercing Jude. 
ment in the Controverſies of Philoſophy and Ra 
ligion. 

"There are ſeveral Epiſtles of hers in Print, ſome 
pcan'd in Latin, others in French, addrefed to 
the Queen Mother, Cardinal Richlien, Cardinal Ha- 
zarini, and others ; beſides a Book of Poems, moſt 
of them Satyrs. And” tis this laſt gives the World 
ſuch a Jealouſie of her writing the Lines which 
were fou d on the King's Table. For the Criticks 
have compar'd em with her Style; and find a 
very near Reſemblance berween them. 

But let who will be the Author, I think the 

French King is wrong d in the Character they give 
him. For though he has heap'd up great quanti- 
ties of Gold and Silver to carry on his vaſt De- 
ſigns, yet he is no Miſer, being very Liberal to 
Perſons of Merit. 
I ſend thee this for thy Diverſion, and in order 
ro our Furure Correſpondence. Take it for an 
Example, and be as Familtar with me, remem- 
bring the Old Latin Proverb, Manus manum Fi. 
cat. 


| Faris, lith. of the 6th. Moon, 
of the Tear 1665. 


LET. 
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LETTER XXIII. 
To the Captain Baſſa. 


A AY thy Heart be Chearful, and thy Voy+ 
age crown'd with Succeſs, wherever thou: 


faileft, Noble Old Tarpaulin, and Favourite of the 


God of the Sea. The Empire of the Ottomans has 


not had ſo brave a Commander of the Navy theſe 


Thirty Years. God grant thee good Fortune 
againſt the Infidels, whether on the White or 
Black Seas. Thou art already Famous for thy 
Exploits on the Latrer, in above Twenty Engage- 


ments with the Cofſſaks, Circaſſians, and the reſt 
| of thoſe Thieviſh Countries. But nothing has 


raiſed thy Character ſo high as the laſt Combate 


thou hadſt with Pachicour, the Renowned Pyrate + 


of thoſe Parts, who threatned not only his Chri- 
ſtian Neighbours, but alſo the Ottoman Empite 
with Infinite Ravages. . 

But thou haſt ſtemm'd the Tide of his Glory, 
humbled the Maritine People his Confederates, 
and by that means made thy felt a way 1ato rhe 
* Archipelago and Mediterranean, where thou rideſt 
s another Neptune, King of the Waters. 


Take not this for Flattery ; for I tell thee, * 


have not ſaid ſo much to a Baſſa of the Sex theſe 
Seven and Twenty Years: Neither indeed had E 


any Reaſon. He that merited the moſt Applauſe 


in all that time, was the Brave Zorneſan Muſtapha. 
And I addreſs'd no more to him than his due. 


Fortune did not favour him, or elſe he had done 


great things. As for the Reſt, they were gene: 
rally Men never bred to Sea-Aﬀairs, but Minors 
of the Court, or Bullies of rhe City, who were 
better at making a Noiſe, than at any Action of 
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Hazard or Importance. And there were ſome 


Pod Renegades, but they play'd faſt and looſe, 
and no body knew where to have em. 

Treachery infects the whole World; bur in 
theſe Weſtern Parts it reigns as in irs Center, 
Here's nothing but Undermining and Ambuſhe: ; 
One State trepanning another out of their Guards, 
and then they play rheir own Game. 

It would te endleſs to acquaint thee with the 
Original of the Quarrel between the Engliſh and 
the Dutch. Let it be enough for thee to knoy, 
that theſe People areat odds now: And 1n regard 
the Strength of both Nations lies in their Sup. 
ping, they are preparing to cover the Northern 
Seas with Navies : but the Iſlanders ſtill get the 
beſt on't. They claim the Sovereignty of thoſe 
Seas, and in my Opinion they deſerve it. I ſpeak 
accord ng to my Intelligence; being aflur'd, that 
no Nation ever prevaiPd againſt em on that Ele. 
ment. 

They have had a terrible Fight this Summer, 
wherein the Dutch loſt Seventeen Ships of War, 
beſides Veſſels of ſmaller Note, The Commander 
of the Engliſh Fleet is call'd the Duke of York, a 
Great General, and Brother to the Engliſh King. 
His Name was famous in France and Flanders du- 
ring the Spaniſh War. And tho the Land affor- 
ded him no farther Occaſions of Glory, yet he 
has found ſome in the Sea. Opdam, the Greateſt 

Admiral that ever the Dutch could boaſt of, fell 
-a Sacrifice to his Genius. 

I am the more Particular in this Relation, be- 

cauſe it is fit thou ſhould'ſt know the Character 
of all the Brave Heroes living. 
Since this Fight, the King of France has ſent 


an Embaſſadour to the Engliſh Court to mediate a 


Peace: What Iſſue his Negotiation will have, is 


of no great Import to us, who ſerve the Grana, 
| Signior, 


a 
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Siznior, Sole Lord of the Four Seas: But I wil! 
tell thee ſomething which it concerns thee to 
know. | | bo 

The King of France is a going to cut a Canal 
through Part of his Kingdom, by which the Me- 
diterranean may be joyn'd to the Main Sea. This 
is a vaſt Deſign, and much diſcours'd of in Europe, 
being a Parallel to what has been formerly at- 
tempted by ſome. Kings of Egypt, and Emperours 
of Rome to joyn the Mediterranean and Red Sex 
together, for the ſake of an eaſier Tra ick to the 
Eaſt- Indies. %%ͤͤö; ᷑ ͤ 8 

Thou oughteſt alſo to be inform'd of the Dy4e 
of Beaufort's Exploits on the Coaſts of Barbary. 
He is Commander of the French Navy in thoſe 
Seas, and has done great Injuries tothe People of 
Algier, Sarcelle, Bougie, and other Ports. OY 
Tho theſe Rebels are deſervedly puniſh'd for 
deſerting the Protection of the High Port, yet let 
us remember, that the A/gerines are Mu ſſul mans, 
and therefore ought not to be abandon'd to the 
Malice of delle. 5 

Mighty Baſſa, fail thou in the Strength of God 
againſt the Enemies of the Ottoman Empire. And 
when thou haſt finiſh'd thy Voyage here below, 
may a Wind of Mercy waft thee o'er the Waters. 
which are above the Firmament, and land thee 
ſafe in one of the Ports of Paradiſe, | 


Paris, 3d. of the oth. Moon, | 
| of the Tear 166 5. 
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LETTER I. 
To Achmet Beig. 


=« HIS Court has put on the Exteriour 
Semblance of Mourning, whilſt they in- 


4 Prince of Royal Extraction, and whilſt living not 
fir remoy'd from a poſſibility of inheriring the 
Crown of France, But now he is gone to the 


Grave, the General Receptacle of all Mortals, 
and which makes no Diſtinction between che Noble 


and the Vulgar, 0 
There 


wardly rejoyce, at the Death of Philip 
IV. King of Spain. He deceas'd on the 
17th of the 9th. Moon. *Tis poſſible their Grief 
is more real for the Death of the Duke of Vendoſme, 
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There have been Abundance of Ceremonisiſ 
perform'd on the Part of the King, the Dauphin 
the Duke of Orleans, the Duke of Valois, ay 
other Princes of the Blood, for the Health of 
Departed Soul: For the Nazarenes, to give tha 
their due, fall nor ſhort of the True Faithfu! iſ 
believing the Reſurrection and Immortality, . 
come. They conſign the Bod ies of the Dead ty: 
their Sepulchres, with ſolemn Rires of Reljizi», WM 
perfuming them with Incenſe, and ſprinkling then 
with Holy Water : Rehearſing alſo certain Sacre 
Hymns and Prayers appointed for that Purpoſe 
Neither do they negle& to Faſt, and give Alm; 
to perform any Pinus Office which is practisd by 
the Muſſulmans, for their Friends who are gon: 
to the Inviſible State. They agree with us in 
Abundance of good things, and if they mix fone 
Superſtitions and Errors, let us pity their Weak. 
neſs, and praiſe God who guides us into the 
Kight Way, and ſuffers us not to be ſeduced: into 
the Way of Infidels. He is the Merciful of the 
oy of the Eledt, and the Hope of 


Merciful, the 
all Nations, Should he puniſh Men according to 
their Hourly Demerits, the: Earth. would ſoon he 


depopulated, and void of any other Inhabitants 
ſave the Beaſts, Bur he knows our Mold, and 


remembers that we are no more-than a. mere Froth 
or Spume of the Elements, and that in a very lit- 
_ tle time, by the Courſe of Nature, we ſhall vaniſh 


like Bubbles which. yield to every Blaſt of Mind. , 
Therefore he ſpares. us, and connives at our In- 


firmities, becauſe he is the Lover of S0 s. 
I ſpeak this as an Incentive to Charity among 
our ſelves, and to our Fellow-Mortals. It ſeems 
to me unreaſonable, that we ſhould purſue with 


was a Holy Prophet, humble, mild, chaſt, and 
harmleſs. He did many good Works Himſelf, and 
3 518K | | com- 
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E commanded his Diſciples ro imitate his Example: 
ge rebuk'd thoſe amongſt them, that would have 
calld down Fire from Heaven to conſume his Ene- 


mies: Enjoyning them to return Bleſſings for 


| Curſes, Prayers for Blaſphemies, and Good for 
Evil. There are thoſe amongſt them, who obey 
his Precepts: As for the Wicked, I am not their 
Advocate. If the Greateſt Part of the Chriſtians 
lire contrary to the Law of the Meſſias, let us con- 
ſider alſo how many Hy pocrites, Libertines, He- 
reticks and Atheiſts there are among thoſe who 
profeſs the Muſſulman Faith. Doubtleſs, there 
are Good and Bad of all Religions, And 'tis im- 


| poſſible to find an Aſſembly of Juſt Men, without | 


Ja Mixture of Sinners. 
As for our Difference with the People of Feſus, 


forget that we are Men, compounded of the ſame 
| Fleih and Blood as they. And for ought we know, 
God who made all the Nations of the Earth, may 
© accept of their various Rites and Ceremonies in 
paying him Divine Adoration. | 
We that are the Poſterity of Iſmael, and wor- 
| ſhip the Eternal after the manner of our Fathers, 
| who followed the Pattern of Ibrahim the Beloved 


Strangers in our Practice; tho' the Fews, who 
Day. 


| fas, That he is the Breath and Word of God; 


That he heal'd Diſeaſes, rais'd the Dead, wrought 
many other Miracles, and preach'd the true Hea- 


| venly Doctrine. Yer there's abundance of Diffe- 
| rence between the Ceremonies which the very 
| Apoſtles us'd in the Service of God, and the Wor- 


ſhip 


in Matters of Worſhip, it ought not to make us 


of God, cannot deny but that the Law of Moſes 
was of Divine Original: And yet it contains Pre- 
cepts and Injunctions, to which we are wholly 
are the Deſcendents of Facob, obey them to this 


So we believe what the Alcoran ſays of the Meſ-. 
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ſnip eſtabliſh'd by Mahomet our Holy Lawpi:e. 
But he tells us, That they who live up to the Lan 
of Feſus, ſhall go to Paradiſe as well as the A. 
ſulmans. 
The greateſt Scandal which the Chriſtians give 
us, is their Setting up Pictures and Images in their 
Temples, and the Reverence they pay to thoſe 
Inſenſible Pieces of Humane Art. And yet for 
ousht we know, they may be excuſable before 
God; ſince they profeſs openly in the Publich 
Decrees of their Councils, That the Veneration and 
Honour they pay to the Figures of Saints and 4n- 
gels. is only Relative, their Devotion at the ſame 
Time reſting not on this fide the Prototypes. _ 
If this be true, I fee no more Hurt in their 
Worſhip of Images, than in Bowing and Proſtra- 
ting before the Alcoran, which is bur another Sort 
of Imagery repreſenting the Divine Mill. 
In a word, if the Hreroglyphicks of the Ancient 
Egyptians are allow'd to be Lawtul Letters, and 
Inſtruments to expreſs rhe Inward Conceprions ot 
the Mind; in my Opinion, the Painting and Sculp- 
ture which we ſee in the Churches of the Chri/ti- 
ans, ought not to be condemn'd as an Idolatrons 
Practice, when *c1s only us'd as an eaſier way to 
convey the Hiſtory of Feſus, and the reſt of the 
Prophets and Saints, to the Vulgar, who are ge- 
nerally Ignorant of Letters. Unleſs we ſhall ſay, 
That the Son of Mary was an Idol, and the Pro- 
phets and Saints were Devils; which God avert 
from the Mouth of a True Believer. 


Paris, 13th. of the 11th. Moon, 
of the Tear 1665. 
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LETTER II. 


I William Voſpel „ 4 Recluſe of 


Auſtria. 


HY Diſpatch came to my Hands, in a good 


Hour. I perus'd with Reverence the Pater- 


Ina] Inſtructions it contained; the Grave and Ju- 


dicious Apophthegms; the Sacred Rules and Inſti- 
tutions of a Regular and Spiritual Life; the Mo- 
als more refin'd than thoſe of Pindar, Epictetiu, 
beneca or Cato. Bur pardon me, if I reliſh not 


o well thy Panegyrick on ſome of the newly Ca- 


Inoniz'd Saints; from which you take Occaſion to 


texto] the Pope's Infallibility, and to exclude from 


Salvation, all that are not within the Pale of the 
Roman Church. e „„ 
| am a Chriſtian and a Catholick as well as you. 
[1 honour the Ah)ſtles and Martyrs, with all the 
primitive Saints, Confeſſors and Holy Doctors of 
the Church. Bur I can never be perſwaded, that 
ba Man for being a Murderer, Traytor, an Inven- 


tor of Cruel Devices, or a learned Sycophant, 


ein merit Heaven, tho' he may be rank'd in the 


Red Lines of the Calendar. Much leſs can I be- 


lieve, that all Men ſhall be Damn'd, who are not 


in Communion with the Biſhop of Rome. | Certainly 


the Catholick or Univerſal Chureh, is not ſhut up 


within the Narrow Confines of the ſhattered Ro- 


nan Empire. Conſider Greece, Armenia, Egypt, 
E Moſcouy, At hiopia, and all the Spacious Territo- 


Fries of Europe, and the Eaſt. How many Milli- 
ons daily ſay the Pater-Noſter,-and pray in To 


is Name, yet never paid Obedience to any but 


E cir own Patriarchs and Biſhops ? Were not all 


the 
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Was not St John the Beloved, that reſted his Hey 


the Brother of our Lord ſate Preſident, decreeig 


that twas Imperial Vanity and Pride, which fil 


ſors, till the Fatal Time of Phocas, whoſe untime{We' 
_ ly Death made all things ripe for the 1ntende 
Uſurpation. Oh! Guicciardine / How truly lh 


Horace of Eternal Honour. Thy Faithful Prof: 


or Enmity againſt the Roman High-Priejt, I re | 
verence him 5 with his Brethren, the P 


ſake of Conformity to Ancient Cuſtom, and i 
Obedience to the Celebrated Council of Nice: 
would willingly acknowledge him the Prima! 
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the Apoſtles equally in Commiſſion 3 were not th; [11 Chi 
Churches they founded and eftabliſh'd, equals EN 
Holy and Orthodox? Where then commene;Mel tht 


the Mighty Schiſm, but in the moroſe Pride of V ch. 


ctor, who (for the Sake of Paſchal Niceties) i 


fronted all the Churches in the World, and race 
for that Reaſon ſeverely reprov'd by a Feng 


Biſhop of his own Obedience; beſides the Re 
mands of Polycarp, and other Prelates of the Ef} 


with Divine Honour on the Breaſt of Chriſ, li 
privy to the Laws of his Maſter, as Peter, Pa 
or any other Abortive Apoſtle? Remember til 
Firſt General Council at Jeruſalem, where Fan: 


Abſtinences exactly oppoſite to the prefentRomy 
Faith and Practice. And believe at the ſame tim: 


begot the Fatal Separation. Hereſy was but 1 
Baſtard of the Apoſtolick Canons, cheriſh'd, and ti 
much countenanc'd, by Contantine and his Sc! 


thou writ the State of Modern Rome! Worthy uM 


equals his Courtly Verſe, and merits New A 
Wir ðͤ v 
Believe me, Father William, I have no Sp1ig: 


friarchs of Conſtantinople, Feruſalem, Alexandria 
and Antioch. I would go beyond this, for ti 


of the World. Let him have the firſt Place, i 
God's Name, among the Patriarchs of the Unjvir 


2 
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Church. But let him not ride on the Necks of 
is Equals. Let him not pretend a Power to can- 
kel the Apoſtolick Canons; reverſe the Traditions 
t the Fathers; repeal the Decrees of General 
Louncils; diſpenſe with the Laws of Nature, 
Grace, Reaſon, Morality, and the very Inſtituti- 
bus of his Predeceflors, Men, without Queſtion, 
s Infallible as he. This is not the way to make 
proſelytes to the Roman Faith, unleſs it be of Fools 
knd Rnaves. The World has receivd New 
Lights, Father William; and Men begin to hiſs 
Religious bantering off the Stage. Nay even they 
Who are moſt guilty of ir, I mean the Roman 
Courtiers, Cardinals and Prieſts cannot forbear 
Iughing at the Folly, and Credulous Eafinefs of 
thoſe, on whom they impoſe their Pious Frauds. 
Fe bigorted Laity are by them eſteemed no bet- 
er than filly Aſſes, tamely couching under the 
MWEburdens of their Eccleſiaſtical Lords and Drivers, 
W Therefore tis time for thee to open thy Eyes, 
hit up thy Head, and lay afide Monaſtic“ Simpli- 
city, I do not Counſel thee to turn Libertine, or 
pmicate the Italian Gallantry, which has taught 
the Prieſts, inſtead of Sacred Continence, to 
ſquint a Bened iction on ſome Charming Lady from 
the Altar, in the name of Dominus Vobiſcum, or 
Whrſurm Corda; even whilſt they are preparing for 
Divine Revels, to banquet on the Fleſh and Blood 
of God. Oh! Monſtrous Perfidy and Execrable 
M?rofaneneſs! Nor if thou art affronted and re- 
vengeful, would I adviſe thee to time the Exe- 
;Wcution of thy Wrath like the Sicilian Veſpers, and 
make the Bells become the Signals of thy Cruelty; 
which ought and were deſign'd and conſecrated 
Jon purpoſe, to drill on Harmleſs Souls to Church, 
wich their dull, ſleepy, jangling Chimes; and 
"with their more Triumphant, Lofty Muſick, on 
che Feſtivals of Saints, to make deyouter Chriſti- 
1 . „ 8 ans 
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ans dream they're going to Heaven, inſtead of to; you i 
Maſſacre. I would not have thee hope to mer; on E- 
Paradiſe, by ſending thither in Obedience to th, 

Pope, or General of thy Order, the Majeſtick Sν paris. 
of Kings or Emperors, in Vehiicles of Sacred Por. of 
ſon, or Envenom'd Euchariits. Believe that tho 
Prelates, Prieſts, or Monks, who are thus Diviney 
Profane, and Mercifully Cruel, ſhall become M. 
tered, Veſted, Cowled Monſters, in the fierceſt 
and moſt violent glowing Dens of Hell; there 7 
with the moſt exalted Arſenicks, Mercuries, and F 
whatſoever gives the higheſt Pains to languith, pine, 
and rack away Ten Thouſand, Thouſand, Thou. W 
ſand Ages, in Pennances of {low effect; which ex. A 
piate Lur very late, the crying Sins of guilty Mur. & 
derers, and Bloody Hypocrites. Jof o 
Let ſuch as theſe, ſince Modern Times, are the 
only Men thought worthy to be Canonized: tor 
Saints, which made a certain Honeſt Cardinal cry 
out in Preſence of the Pope, Theſe New Saints, 
force me to doubt the Old ones. „„ 
Father William, the ſame Thought begins and 


ends my Letter. Yours was upon the ſtretch, eu- T. 
_ tolling far too high the Largeneſs of the Roman Wing: 
Church, the Infallible Power of Popes, the Miracle; Wand 
of theſe New Saints, And I for my Part, ama Sac 
Man abhorring Bigotry. I cannot believe things WM V 
contrary to my Reaſon. I with the Differences ol Mout 
Mankind in Point of Religion, were rationally com- 4. 


pos d; and that the Good of all Sets, Factions, {rour 
Parties, Churches and Communions, were un {ous 
ted in this Life, as they ſurely will be in the laue 
In the mean time, to the Father without Begir- [ot 1 
ning; to the Son without a Younger Brother; to the The 
Holy Gho$, the Firſt and the Laſt; to the Virgin NNeſ 
Mary, the Mother of the Entire Deity, I recom- an 
mend thee and all good Chriſtians, hoping to fee Þ Hut 
. FA | your 
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you in Heaven, tho we cannot it ſeems think alike 
on Earth. N — 


Paris, 1ſt. of the 12th. Moon, 
of the Tear 1665. 


_— 


LETTER HL. 
70 Nathan Ben Saddi, 42 Jew 45 
Vienna. 


Ccord ing to thy Deſire, I have procur'd and 
A ſent thee the Alcoran, with other Writings 
of our Holy Doctors; Books which will conduct 
thee into the Right Way. Thou wilt find in theſe 
Volumes, a Spirit of Life and Power. ' There 
tbreaths in them a certain Vital Principle of Rea- 

ſon; ſo chat whoſoever reads them attentively, 

may feel (if I may fo ſpeak) the very Pulſe of 

intellectual Wiſdom, beating in every Sentence. 
| There is a vaſt Difference between theſe Wri- 
tings, full of Arguments Clear and Intelligible; 
and the Whimſies of thy Rabbis, who abound in 

Hacred Fables and Divine Romances” —F@©@ 

{ Who can peruſe your Celebrated Miſna with- 

out Diſdain ? Or look into your more applanded - 

Talmud, and not feel himſelf rouch'd with Hor- 

Irour, at the Monſtrous Blaſphemies and Ridicu- 

lous Forgeries therein contain'd ? Doft thou nor 

laugh at the Story of God's pickling up the Levi- 
athan till the Days of the Meſſiah; and that other 

of the Bull which daily devours the Fodder of a 

Thouſand Mountains? Or wilt thou ſhew me the 

[Neſt of that Bird from whence the Talmud ſays, 

an Egg falling on the Earth, threw down Three 

Hundred tall Cxdars with irs Weight, and at 

N | RE Ok | length 


in anot 
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length breaking, overflow'd Sixty Villages with 
the Liquid Subſtance included in the Shel] ? 
Such as theſe, muſt needs be fir Themes for 
the Contemplations of the Omnipotent : And yer 
your Rabbi's teach, that God ſtudies Nine Hours 
of the Day in the Talmud. Can any Man of com. 
mon Piety, hear theſe Blaſphemies and not trem. 
ble? What Affronts are theſe to Human Senſe ! 
What Impoſitions on the Reaſon of the Credulou; 
Fews ? Does the moſt perfect of all Beings acquire 
* Knowledge by Degrees, or is the Eternal Intelle4 
improv'd by reading of Books ? Or if it were ſo, 
would he not make a better Choice than of a V,. 
lume, which in the Incredible Stories it relates, 
exceeds all the Figments of the Poets? 
Tell me Nathan, canſt thou ſwallow that loud 
Lye of the Talmud, which tells thee, Thar there 
was 4 Lyon, who when he roar'd at the Diſtance 


of Four Hundred Miles from Rome, all the Wo— 


men that were with Child in that City, being at- 
frighred at the Noiſe, miſcarry'd, and the Walls 
of Rome fell down? And when he drew nearer 
by a Hundred Miles, he fer up his Throat again, 
which made ſo terrible a Sound, that all the R). 
man's Teeth fell out of their Heads, and the Empe- 
rour himſelf felt ſuch Convulſions, as had wall. 
nigh coſt him his Life. . | 
Surely the Crow which the Talmud ſpeaks oi 
hy Place, was but a Puny to this Mon- 
ſtrous Lyon; and yet it ſeems, that Crow ſwallow'd 
a Serpent that had eaten a Frog as big as a Village 
of Threeſcore Houſes, and when he had done 
flew into the next Tree. I ſuppoſe, that was the 
Tree which grew in Paradiſe, and was Five Hun- 
dred Miles high, according to the Talmud. Have 
I not Reaſon for this Raillery, when one of your 
Rabbj's ſolemnly ſwears, he was an Eye-Wirneſs 
of theſe Things? Who can forbear to 9 7 
155 ye ; the 
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the Bigottry of thoſe, who give up their Faith to 
ſuch Deluſions? VVV 
Thou wilt meet with more Rational Entertain- 
ment in the Books of the Muſſulman Dactors; more 
| eſpecially in that Trantcripe thou haſt ot the, 
[ume firſt diftaced ia Heaven. That confirms. 
the true Law of Moſes, but damns the Impoſtures 
| of the Ta/mud, attributing this Invention of ſuch 
Errors to the Devi. 5 7 
Bur thou wilt ask me, perhaps, what I mea 
by the True Law of Moſes. Shall I tell thee the 
| (pinion of one oft thy own Nation, a Hebrew of 
the Hebrews, as he pretends; and for ought I. 
ow, of the ſame Tribe with thy ſelf: For [ am 
Stranger to the Genealogies of you both. SY 
| Some. Years ago here was in this City, a Man 
| who if we may believe him, has been in all the. 
| Cities of the World, The French call him the 
andring Few; and he confirmed that Title, by 
ne Profcffion he made of his Birth, Deſcent, 
ind Univerſal Travels. No doubt but thou haſt 
| \eard of this Man, or at leaſt of /uch a Character, 
ind therefore 1 need not repeat what he faid of 
| iimſelf, and what the Generality of Mankind be- 
lieve of him. Suffice it to tell thee, that J was 
once in his Company halt a Day together; when 
zmong other Diſcourſes he told me, That the true 
Law of Moſes has been Joſt for above theſe Two 
| Thouſand Years, except in the North Parts of 
a, where there are an Infinite Number of He- 
| brews, but far different in their Religion from all 
the Jews in the reſt of the World, He ſays, the 
Country where they Inhabit, is environ'd round 
with High and Inacceſſible Mountains. I ask'd 
| him tlie exact Geographical Situation of this Covn- 
try; bur receiv d no other Anſwer, than that ir 
lay beyond the River Sabbation. Then I remem-: - 
| ored what 1 had read, in Eſdras, a Scribe of thy 
3 : 2 5 E | Nation, 


— 
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Nation, concerning the Tranſmigration of the 
Ten Tribes, who were carried away Captives by 
rhe Aſſyrtans How they paſs'd through a Certain 
River on dry Ground, the Waters being divided 
to the Right Hand and to the Left, and that af. 
ter the ſame manner they ſhould return again in 
the Latter Days; But that in the mean time the 
Region where they live, was hidden from all other 
Mortals. ED „ FF 
Comparing this Paſſage with what J had heard 
from the Wandring Few, I became almoſt perſwa. 
ded that the People and Country of which he 
ſpoke, were the very ſame mention'd by Eſdr, 
Cod only can diſcern the Truth from Error in i. 
ſtories of ſo remote and Ancient a Subject. 

As to their Religion, I was juſt going to give 
thee an Account of what he ſaid concerning it, 
bur am interrupted by Company. Wherefore | 
am forc'd to break off abruptly. Expect a fall 
Relation in my next. I am in haſte, 


Paris, the 4th. of the 1ſt. Moon, 
of the Tear 1656. Dukes 


- ath > 


SERTTERAV: :: 
Io the ſame, 


HE Interruption which. made me ſo ſudden- 
T ly conclude my other Letter, laſted not 
long; ſo that I-have time enough to perform my 
Promiſe by the ſame Poſt. 1 5 

I was about to relate what the Wandring ew 
told me of the Religion of thoſe Remote Hebrews proc 
nin Aſia, which take as follows. —— 


Ns 


he ſays, they area Nation of Philoſophers, bound 
| by their Laws to Study the Liberal Arts and. Sci- 


ences. They have none but Iron Money current 
among them; the Uſe of Gold and Silver Coins 


being expreſly forbidden by their Laws to prevent 
the Temptations of Avarice and Theft: For who 


would ſteal. or covert a Metal, which for its Bulk 
was not cafie to be hid, nor for its Beauty very 
defirable, being every where common in the Veins 
of the Earth, and ferv'd only as a Method of Bar- 
ter and Commerce among themſelves, where the 
Inequality of Merchandices entangled their Traf- 
| fick, and would not admit of a ready Exchange? 


This took from them the Occaſion of many 


unneceſſary Arts at Home, and they had no Temp- 


tation to travel abroad; The Chief Deſign of 
their Lawgizer being to oblige them to ſpend moſt. 
of their time in Religious and Philoſophical Exer- 


| cifes, and che reſt in preparing Neceſſaries for 
humane Suſtenance. They had no Need to buy 
any thing of Foreign Countries, or to bufld Ships 


tor that End, who were bound to live content 
with the Natural Product of their own Fertile 
Country: For Luxury has not as yet ſet Footing 


in that happy Region, if we may believe this Tra- 
veller, He ſays, they feed alrogether on the 
Fruits of the Earth; hot admitting any Art or 
Employment which tends to ſuperfluity; but only 
ſuch as ſerve the neceſiary Uſes of Life, wherein 
they ſhew an admirable Dexrerity and Skill. 

| When they travel from one Town to another, 


which is very frequent, they never carry any 


thing to defray their Charges by the Way, or 
when they arrive at their Journeys End: All En- 
tertainment of this Nature being free and reci- 
Iprocal. Such is the Cuſtom of the Country. 


They have no Lawyers among them, but if any 
contention ariſe, tis preſentiy determin'd by the 
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Arbitration of the next Neighbour*,to whoſe Sen. 
rence all ſubmir ;. Every Man being willing to loſe 
ſomething ot his Right, rather than diſturb the 
Publick Amiry and Peace.. 

As ro rhe manner of their Worſhip, they are 
{trict Obſervers of Purity in waſhing, anointing, 
ang thaving their Bodies. 

They have :Temples alſo where they aſſemble 
every Seventh Day, and having offer d up the 
Firſt-Fruits of the Earth, they fir down in the 
Courts, and Banquet together with Joy, whilſt 

the Prieſts entertain them with excellent Muſick, 
and Songs, in Praiſe of God and his Works. To 
this End the Courts of their Temples are made 
very large; that they may contain fo many di- 
fiint Families; and ſtately Pavillions are fer up, 


adorn'd with the Boughs of Green Trees, with | 


all manner of Flowers  careleſly intermix'. 


Bur amidſt all their Feaſting they are not permit- | 


red to taſte of Fleſh. They ear only the Fruits 
of the Earth with Milk, Honey and Oyl. And 
their common Drink is Water and Wine. 

At the Age of Sixteen Years, every Man is 
pound to take: the following Cath: 

< | ſwear that I will adore but One Grd, who 
brought our Fathers out of Egyyt, and has con- 
« duged us by a Myſterious Path to this. Land of 
„ Promiſe. I will Religtouſly ſerve him all my 


„Life, for that he has vouchſafed to plant me in 


the Family: of his Elect, and not either of the 
« % Tribes who were left behind in the Land 


of Deluſtons. I will do juſtly to all Men, neither 


will I voluntarily hurt or kill any Living Crea- 
ture, unleſs it be in my own Defence. I will 
« no: raſte of the Fleſh of any Animal, bur in all 
c things obſerve the Abſtinence commanded by 
Allah to Moſes on the Mount. I will Beligiouſly 


50 obey! my Prince, o n WIG: Breath, ng; rather | 


*. 


51010 \ — * Þe 


— 
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be torn in Pieces Ly wild Beaſts than betray 
him, or conſent to betray him to another: For 
« he is the Fice- Roy of Gd. I will never conceal 
« my Knowledge of any Conſpiracy againſt him, 


« or- my. Country, neither will I diſcover his Se- 


« erets to any, if it ſnould ever be my Honour to 
« know them. I will obferve the Traditiins ot 
« my Fathers, and teach the lame and ro other to 
« my Poſterity. In fine, I will in all things obey 
« the Laws, of this Sacred Kingdom, this Region 
«of Peace, this Garden of Bliſs. All this I ſo- 
« lemnly-15%ear by the Firſt! Father of Light, and 
« by Nothing the Profound Womb of Darkneſs, 


and by Silence the Companion of that Depth 


« which no Created Being can fathom, which is 
« the ſame as if I ſhould with my ſelf annihilated, 
«if I violate this Oath in the leaſt Point. F 

. Theſe are all the Terms of che Oath, that Ican 


diſtinctly remember, which I here inſert to ſhew. 
thee what Opinion theſe People. have of the Law: 


which was given to Moſes on the Mount, and how 
they reje& the Two Tribes that were left in Pale- 
ſtine, and eſteem'd. of that Country but as the 
Land of Deluſions; accounting their own Country: 


the Region of Promiſe, and themſelves the Elec of 


. 


One would think, that theſe were the Poſterity 
of the Ten Tribes that were carried away Captives 
by Sal manaſar King of Aria. And this was alſo 
the Opinion of that Wanderer, who told me, that 
both their Pentateuch was different from yours, 
and the Language wherein it is written. For he 
ſaid, it was rather a Dialeft of Arabic, in which 


Language thou know'ſt God wrote the Ten Com- 
mand ments on the Two Tables: Among which one 
is, Thou ſhalt not Kill. This Prohibition they ſay, 
extends to all Living Creatures, tho” your Doctors 
interpret it as only reaching to Men, and ſo do 
We 46-46 — — 
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the Chriſtians. But the Muſſulmens interpret it 
thus, Thou ſhalt neither kill Man nor Beaſt without 
Reaſon. By which Clauſe, the Beaſts are priyi. 
ledg'd from the wanton Cruelty of Men, who 
otherwiſe would murder them only to make Sport, 
yet wicked Men are not exempted from a violent 
Death, as a Puniſhmenr of their Crimes. 22 

This Traveller ſays alſo, that the People of tha 
Country are ſo healthy that they generally live 
till they are a Hundred and Twenty Years old, 
which is almoſt twice the Age of other Mortals, 
This he aſcribes to their exquiſite Temperance 
and Moderation in all things, as alſo to the Dry. 


neſs of the Soil, and to the Force of certain 


Winds, which conrinually ſweep the Air of this 
delectable Region, and purge it of all hurtful 
Qaalities. e Ota cy „ 
If cver it be thy Fortune to ſee this Perſon, he 
will acquaint thee with à great many more de- 
lightful Paſſages, which it would be too tedious 


for me to inſert in a Letter. Beſides, my Memo- 


ry is treacherous, and I often forget thoſe things 
at one time, which I remember at another: But 
ik thou art ſollicitous to hear more, I will oblige 
thee with all that I can call to mind of this Travel. 
/ end.. 88 
In the mean time, make a right Uſe of theſe 
Hints, and weigh one thing with another; exa- 


mine all things without Prejudice or Partiality. 


Truſt no Man's Reaſon but thy own in Matters of a 
d iſputable Nature, ſince thou haſt as much right 
to decide the Controverſy, as any Man. And 
thus thou wilt never become a Bankrupt in Reli- 
Paris, 4th. of the iſt. Aon, 
ide Near 1666s. 


ET. 


ve 


| To 
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FFF 
| To Mohammed Hadgi, Dervich ; R. 
WU remit of Mount Uriel in Arabia, 

the Happy. OS NET 


| S'T think, this is the laſt of my Hours in. 
A this World, and the Firſt of a New Life, 
which I ſhall commence in Immortality. I per- 
ceive, That the Fatal Period, the Moment of Tranſ- 
| migration, ſer by Deſtiny, is approaching. The 
Crafis of my Blood is diflolving apace, my Spirit 
| haſtens to get looſe from the ſe Mortal Chains: 1 
| feel my Soul trying and ſtretching her Wings, pre- 
| paring to take her Eter::2] Flight to the Region 
aſſign d her by God and Nature,... 
I have nor Preſumption enough to hope for 
Paradiſe, nor am I ſo abandon'd ro Deſpair as to 
| conclude I ſhall go to Hell. I rather believe, 
Haraf, or the Place of Priſons, will be my Por- 
tion; in Regard I fear the Evils which I have 
been guilty of, are not over-balanc'd by my Goo 
Actions. *Tis well if Vertue has counterpoisd 
Voice in the Courſe of this Mortal Life. However, 
1 am reſign'd, and commit my ſelf to the Indul- 
| gent Creator of all Things, who will not fail t 
' fifpoſe of me according to the Order which ke 
has eſtabliſh'd in the Univeyſe, © „ 
- Methinks were J even in Viel, I cou'd not for- 
bear praiſing that Forntain of ul Things. I wou'd 
reach the Devils and Damm d a new Lefſon of Pa- 
tience and Contentedneſs, of Humi iry and De- 
votion, of Generoſity and Love, amidſt their Tre- 
mendous Torments. I wou'd ſurvey with an In- 
| difference becoming a Tyre Believer, the Horta 
* Abyſs, with all its dread ful Vaults and Aparrments. 
* L 4 7 ]-wou'd. 
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I wou'd conſider the Wonderful Archite qure of 
thoſe Infernal Priſons, the inexpugn ble Strength 
of the Wallis; their Prodigious Thickneſs and un. 
moveable Faſtneſs; I wou'd contemplate ever 
Thing with the Reaſon of a Philaſopher, and the 
Piety of a Aluſſulman, not giving my ſelf up to 
the Paſſions of a Fool, and an Inde. 
All this 1 imagine were eaſie to perform in 
thoſe Fatal Caverns and nuch more, but God 
knows how the Experience of ſuch an Intolerable 
Anguiſh and Reſtraint, might alter a Man's Mind. 
. However, I find it Medicinal to think of the 
laſt and worſt Things, to be always prepar'd for 
Death, and whatſoever ſhall follow ic? For, Sur- 
prixes are apt to unman us, and plunder us of our 
Rea ſon. I was in the Heighth of a violent Fever, 
when I began this Letter; yer now 'tis abired, 
and I palpably feel the gentle Returns of Health 
and Life. This is owing, in my Judgment, to 
- the real Belief I had, that my laſt Hour was come, 
which I have ſq long expected. And I could al- 
moſt perſwade my ſelf, That 1 ſnall diſperſe: a 
Thouſand Maladies, recover out of the moſt dan- 


gerous Paroxy/ms, and prolong my Days to Old 


Age, by the mere Force of theſe Contempla- 
My Faith in this Point is grounded on Experi- 


_ cence: For, I haye often found, That ta be arm'd 


againſt Calamities with an even Mind, is either a 


ſure Way to avoid them, or at leaſt to protract 


.the Scaſon of their Arrival. And if there were 
gothing elſe in't, but the rendring em more eaſie 
when they come, twere worth any Man's Pains 
to try the Experiment. 


bDoubtleſs, there is no Terrour in Death, but 


What the vain Opinion of Men creates. ?Tis as 


{plea/anr, for a, Taking! Man to die as to live, if 
t be on for; this Reaſon, that in his hoy | 
* & . . 4 | | +, # i O m | 
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from the Life he has lead before, he ſhall not have 


bare naked 7dea's for his Contemplation; but Nat- 
ter of Fact, and the moſt Important, that ever 
employ d the Sou's of Men. \ 
O Admirable Sylvan, conſider with thy ſelf 
whether it will not be highly grateful to thy lan- 
uiſhing Soul, when thou ſhalt perceive demon- 
n *, by the Intallible Enthymema's of thy 
trembling . Pulſe, that thou art juſt ready to be 


releas'd from the deceitful Sophiſtry of Humane 


Life! That thou art near eſcaping from a narrow 
Cage to. be:upon the Wing at large, to Y into 
the Ample Fields of Beauty, Light and Endleſs 
Happineſs : Reflect alſo at rhe ſame Time, O Ho- 
ly Eremite, that I ſhou'd think it no Pain to be 
freed from my. Confinement to a ſtinking Neſt of 

But why ſhould I give them that Reproachtul 
Epither, when for ought I know, I am a greater 
Inſidel my i ſelf ? Tis true indeed, I am of the 
Lineage of Ibrahim, Iſbmael, and the Holy Race; 
bear in my Body the Seals of a Divine League or 
Covenant between God and Man; I was circtmcis'd 


% 


in due Time, and gave Supreme Glory to one God, 


and Honour to Mahomet his Meſſenger. I pro- 


nounc'd the Seven Myſterious Words, whole Sound 


gels a dancing, puts all Nature into Motion, and 


makes the Devil as deaf as a Beetle. Nay, as our 


Holy Doctors teach, the very Breath witli which 
that Sacred Conteſſion is utrer'd, blows the Aſhes 
of Hell into the Eyes of the Damn d, and ſtrikes 
them blind. In a Word, I have faſted, pray'd, 
given Alms,and perform'd all the External Duties 


of a True Believer, yet I have Reaſon to fear, 


that the beſt of my pious Actions are not ſufficient 


to cancel my Sins. My Practice runs counter 


excites the Harmony of the Spheres, ſets the An- 


to my Faith, there ſeems to be a double Spirit in 


13 me, 


. 
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me, one inclining me to Good; and the other 
forcing me to Evil. For, whilſt I really in m 
Heart believe the Alcoran and obey Mahomet, our 
Holy Law-giver, 1 am compell'd to deny both, 
to profeſs! the Life and Manners of a Nazarene, 
to counterfeit an Tnfidel, and do a Thouſand other 
ill things, to pleaſe the Grand Seignior and his 
Slaves. Thus I play faſt and looſe with God 47. 


mighty ; and turn Religion into Croſs Purpoſes, 
| Yet Heaven knows, that I obreſt all the Elements 
to Witneſs, that I would fain be Innocent, and 


live in unblemiſh'd Vertue: But the Fatal Neceſ- 


ſities I lie under, conſtrain me to a perpetual 
Cour ſe of Vice. Which makes me: ſometime 
cry out in the Agonies of niy Soul, O God I pray 
Thee, either to alter my Circumſtances, and reform 


my Nature, or make new Laws more eaſie to be kept. 


Venerable and Patient Solitary, bear with my 
importunate Complaints; and remember that 
though thou art as an Angel for thy Perfections, 
yet Mahmut is but a Man, ſubject to a Thouſand 


Tailties, Pity him and continue to afford him 


8 thy Sage Counſel; reſt alſo aſſur d, that amongſt 
all his Infirmities, he ſtill retains an Inviolable Af- 


ſection, and Duriful Regard for the Tenant of 


God's Prophet. 


Paris, 22d. of the 2d. Moon, F 
4 of the Near 1566, . 2h, 2 
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LET LHR: VI. 
To the Kaimacham. 


Thou mayſt report it to the Djvan for a. Cer- 
| tainty, That Mirammud the Son of the Aa- 

riph of Salle, is taken Priſoner by the French. 
That bold Youth has long rov'd the Seas uncon- 
troul'd ; has done many Inyurics to the Chriſtians, 
fill'd Salle with Slaves: Now he himſelt is become 
a Captive. Such is the Fortune of War by Sea 
and Land; to Day Triumphant and Victorious, to. 
Morrow Vanquith'd and in Chains. 
Ter he loſt not his Honour with his Liberty, 
having bravely defended his Veſſel, and, ftrew'd; 
the Decks with {lavughrer'd French; till overpow-, 
_ ered with Numbers, he was compell'd to yield 
His Enemies extol his Courage, and the Greatneſs, 
of his Mind, which would not fink under the 
Preffure of this Misfortune. He fcem'd;,co haver 
the Command of himſelf,” (which js.rhe, moſt 
Glorious Victory) and ſuffer'd not his Free-born 
Soul to be led Captive by his Paſſtons; but be- 
hay'd himſelf with ſuch an cven Temper, as plac'd 
him above the Pity of his Enemies, and rather 
made him the Subject of their Emulation. He is 
brought to the Court, where he is entertain'd as a 
Gueſt, rather than as a Priſoner: Being invited to 
their Banquets, Masks, Plays, and other Diver- 
tiſements. Neither is he debarr'd the Privilege 
of Hunt ing, Which might give him the faireſt 
Opportunity to eſcape. Bur he is ignorant of; 
the Lakguage of this Country; and few of the} 
Fx 110 4 75 ae Moreſco: So that it is almoſt Fs 
poſſible for him make ny. Party, proc 
F light, .unleſs due a Mere er Fact 


228 The Letters VWr it by Vol. VI. 
aſſiſt him. Beſides, the French have a higher O. 
pinion of his Generoſity, than to apprehend ſuch 

A2n Ingrateful Return of the Royal Uſage he finds 

in this Court. „ 
As for Mahmut, he has not as yet made himſelf 
known to this Brave Captive. But if the Miniſters 
ofthe Divan ſhall think it the Intereſt or Honour of 
the Sublime Port to engage in this Affair, I want 
phy Commiſſion to ſer Mirammud ſafe aſhore in 
77. ß | 
I will not hazard any thing in an Affair of this 
Importance, without an Order from my Superiours . 
When their Pleaſure is once known, the Execurio 1. 
| ſhall be ſwift. I wait for thy Commands, as for a 
Decree of Deſtiny, which cannot be repeal'd, 
Ihe 694 of our Fathers, who multiply'd the Seed 
of Tf mae! as the Graſs of the Field, and gave 
 __ them the Soveraignty over many Nations; grant 
that the Sublime Port, which is the Nurſery of the 
Faithful, nay always take ſuch Meaſures as ſhall 
rr adyance the Rare of the Muſſulman Empire. 


Patis, 14th. of the 3d. Moo 


—. ᷑ . — — 


To g Hamel Muladdin, Xariph of 


THY Son is no longer a Captive, but a Con- 
| _@': queroxr ; His firſt Appearance before the La- 
dies of this Court was an Equivalent to his Ran- 
ſom. He. is like to do. thee greater Service by 

his Chains, than when he rang'd the Seas. His 
Veanry may do more Miſchief in France, than 8 
n I . 33 y 


1 


44 4 
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thy Ships of War; ſince it has already created 
ſuch Rivalfhips and Factions among the Fair Sex, 
as engages the Fyench Gallants on many unhapp 
Rencounters; and in a little time it will be diff. 


cult for the Interreſſed Sparks, to meet and part 


with unſheath'd Swords. Libels and Panegyricks, 
divide the Studies of the Wits; while one flatters, 
another Lampoons the Amorous Females; and 
Mirammud, the IIluſtrious Slave, is all the Talk. 
In a word, he finds Royal Uſage, having the Li- 
berty of the Court; and all are pleasd with his 
grace ful Deportment, and undiſguis'd Converſa- 
tion. Every one affects his Company, and he has 
the Fate of Princes, Never to be alone. His Skill 


in riding, and throwing the L:nve, has enflamd 


the Noble Youth w'th Martial Emulations : They 


eſteem Mirammud the moſt accompliſh'd Perſon 


of this Age. 


Canſt thou now repine at thy Son's Glorious 
Thraldom ? A Captivity, that loads him with ſo 


many Honours ? That lays his Conquerours at his: 
Feet? And ſubdues all Hearts to his Matchleſg: 
PerteRions ? His Followers find Friendſhip among 


the Infidels for his ſake : Twere to be wilh'd,. 


that equal Humanity were ſhew'd to the Chriſtian: 
Slaves in Barbary. I tell thee, thy Son is ſo ad- 
mir'd and lov'd, that all thy Treaſure will not 
redeem him. The French are generous, and ſcorn 


to ſell the Brave for Gold. They will ſooner. 
give thee thy Son again, expecting from his Gra- 


titude, a Recompence ſurpaſſing the Value of 
Money; that is, an Inviolable obſerving the Con- 
ditions of Peace, which they fay, thou haſt ſo often 
broke. Thy Embaſſadors are expected here, to 


conſummate a laſting Friendſhip. When that is 


done, thon wilt quickly ſee thy Son return, at- 


tended by a numerous train of French, who have 
yow'd to follow his Fortune through the mouy, : 


= 
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ſo long as he draws not his Cymetar apainſt thei | 


Kin 5 | | 9 
Pp ry "I diſpatch'd an Account of this Adven. Þ 
ture to the Kaimacham, that fo the Sublime Port, 4 
which gives the Law to all the Kings on Earth, 
may intereſs it ſelf on thy Behalf. The French! 
ſeem to have a profound Attach to the Ottoman 
Empire: Whether it proceeds not more from Þ |. f 
Fear, and the Principles of Policy, than from Þ 
any real Love to the Aſuſſul mans, I will not deter- 
mine. They ſpeak reverently of the Grand Signior, 
covet his Friendſhip, and applaud the Victorious 
Enterprizes of the True Believers. Indeed the 
are Naturally a Martial People, and honour al 
Men of brave Spirits and daring Reſolutions. 
They have this particular Reaſon alſo to bear 
- Friendſhip to the Invincible Oſmans, becauſe we 
are almoſt continually in Wars with the Houſe of 
Auſtria, the Old Enemy of France. The Germans 
are wont to ſay, That the Dragons Head and Tail 
are in Conjunction, when the Turks and the French 
_ invade the Empire at the ſame time. Theſe are 
numbred among the Conſtellations by Aftrologers, dot 
to which the Germans allude in this Proverb ; be- ill 
ing ever Jealous of ſome private Treaty between die 
the Sultan and the French Court. 80 : 
God, who is the Wiſeſt of the Wiſeſt, inſtruct | tb 
thee to adjuſt thy Differences Happily with this m 
Noble Nation, that fo thou mayſt fee thy Son Þ 
again in Peace at Ci. | 
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the Cuſtoms at Conſtantinople. 


ger. 


the moſt reſerv 


the E of 
Eyes © 


We had d or 
Banquet of Wine, which, thou knowe 
the Hearts of Mortals, unlocks Secrets, and makes 

d Man in the World too Talkative 


and Open. 


.I keep as great a Gua 


Ion my Word, thy Letter came in a Critical 
> k 4 Hour, to prevent, for ought I know, more 
© Miſchief than could have been repair'd again all 
my Life. I have bur juſt taken my, 
from ir, and ſer Pen to Paper, to expreſs 
my Thanks to thee for the Care thou tak'ſt of thy 
© Exil'd Brother; for the Poſt goes this Night, and 
I haye appointed to meet Eliachim the 2 with 
© ſome Armenians within theſe few Minutes, It 
had been an unfortunate Meeting for me, had 
not thy Diſpatch come ſo opportunely to give me 
Warning of our Coufin Solyman's Perfidy : For 
| theſe Fur d- Caps are his Spies and Confidents. 
The Back-Blows of Tagot, Negidher, and the Great 
Devil, be upon him and them. . 
done to that Ungrateful Villain, to merit ſuch. 
ill Offices from him? But upon thee be the Mer- 
| cies of God, the Favours of his Prophet, aud the 
| Benediftions of all good Men and Angels: For 
thou art to me as one of the Watchers above, 
more than a Brother: Thou art the Tutelar Ce- 
nis of my Life, my good Demon in time of Dan- 


eſign d this Evening for 


K e 
„dilates 


What have 1 


rd upon my Tongue, per- 
haps, as another; but God knows how far I might 
have been tempted by ſuch good Company, 15 
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let it looſe Us the ſake of Diſcourſe : For theſe 
Fellows are ſoft as the Air in their Addreſs and 
Converſation ; they appear as Innocent as Fan- 
tones; ſincere as Hadgi's ; Loyal and Courtly a; 
the Pages of the Serail. They would wheedle 
Ninety Nine of Argus's. Eyes out of his Head ſuc- 
ceſſively, before he mi sd One. 

Izhey came firſt to Para, ife Merchants, and no 
doubt, but Solyman had given em "Inft ruftions 
- how co inſinuate into E!3achim's Acquaintance 
and ſo by Degrees into mine. For that honeff 
Few trades with People of all Nations and Chara- 
ter s. 

However it be, 1 1 the very Words 
which thou inſerteſt in th Letter, were ſpoken 
dy me in Company with thefe Ig dels. Blit I thall 
find away to be even with them, and Solyman too, 
before they'll dream of it. 

In the mean time, I pray heartily; that if ever 
it ſhall be thy Misfortune to be in the, like Peril 
Deſtiny or Chance, providence or Fate may Fail 
ſome Friend to give thee à Caution; and that 
thou may ſt not with the Unhappy Ceſar,” neglect 
to read ir in rime. : 

Tm now going to encounter theſe Giaftrs'; per- | 
_ hapsT ſhall catch em in their own Snares. If not, 
III yes they ſhall not catch mee. | 

Dear Peſteli, may 95 Soul RE, ander the 


Frotection of God. e 
98 $1 ny 10 
Paris, ift. of the gh. Man, © 355 
ill MIDAS £7.38 2,44 
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V 
Io Dgnet Oglou. 


To whom ſhould I complain in my Adverſity, 


1 but to my Friend? I have been more em- 
baraſs'd within theſe two Mons, than through all 
the former Courſe of my Life. Troubles of drivers 


kinds throng in upon me. I ſeem like a Butt 


or mark whereart every Species of Misfortune, like 
a skilful Archer, dire&s the Fatal Arrows of its 
Malice. I am near overwhelm'd with Calamities. 
Heaven and Earth are ſet againſt me, and all the 


Elements conſpire my Ruin. - Yet no Perſecution 


| appears ſo terrible as that of Men, nor any Affli- 
| Ron ſo poignant as that which proceeds from the 


Ingratitude and berfidy of my own Country- men, 


| Ferſons related to me by Blood. 


| . Age and much Sickneſs have confin'd me to my 


Bed for a (conſiderable time, which is no ſmall 
Alloy to Humane Happineſs. But to render me 
perfectly miſerable, the Miniſters of the Port are 


8 angry with me for being Old and Infirm, and for 


| not continuing to ſerve the Grand Signior, with 
the ſame Vigour and Strength as formerly: Elfe 


N what mean the frequent Reproaches they ſend me, 
whilſt I am not in 1 Condition to anſwer them, 


or make an Apology for my ſelf? Would they 
have me Immortal, and Proof againſt the ſtrokes 
of Deſtiny and Death, which thou know'ſt are 
; Unavoidable ? Whilſt I were in my Prime, Heal- 
thy and ſtrong as an Eagle, they encourag'd me 


| with the faireſt Promiſes in the World, telling me 


- I ſhould never want for Money, or the protection 
of the Grand Signior. Let even then I receivd 
not my Penſion without Murmurs and obſcure 


— 
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Menaces. So hard a thing is it for Courtiers to 
be rouch'd with any Man's Neceſſities. Bur now 
they threaten platnly to ſtop all farther ſupplies, 
unleſs I will grow Young again, and do Buſineſs 
as briskly as when I'd numbered but Thirty Sum. 
mers. Thus they ſerve poor Mahmut, as we uſe 
Oranges and Limons, whoſe vital Spirit when we 
have ſuck'd out, we throw the reſt away as un. 
profitable. Yet not one of them will contribute 
in the leaſt ro my Recovery. Only the generous 
Cara Hali, our beloved Friend, hearing of m 
Malady, ſent me a ſtrange Chymical Liquor, wich 
the Celebrated Confecton El Raxi, ſome Bexoar, 
and the moſt prectous Balm of Gilead: All pre- 
par d to my Hand, with Directions, and ſeal'd 
with an Authentick Signe. 
Theſe indeed had a marvellous Operation on 
me. I tried them bur Yeſterday, and find my 
ſelf ſuddenly reſtor'd to ſome Degrees of Health, 
as by a Miracle. Whether it be the vaſt Eſteem 
I have for that Excellent Phyſician, with the Con- 
fidence I repoſe in his Skill and Judgment, has 
had ſome Influence on me, or what elſe I know 
not; (yet we uſe to obſerve, that the Patients 
good Opinion of his Phyſicians is half a Cure } 
However, theſe Sovereign Medicines have inſpir' 
me with a new Energy. And had I nor other Af- 


flictions to break my Heart, I cou'd almoſt pro- 


miſe my ſelf to reach the Age of Neſtor, But my 
hats wma Stars will have it otherwiſe, and I am 
T / ͤ v... 
Thou know'ſt my Couſin Solyman, the Turbant- 
Maker, and art no Stranger to his Humours and 


Fortune: What an unſetled Man he has been in 


che whole Courſe of his Life: That no Employ- 
ment cou'd ever pleaſe him, nor he be long fix d 
in any Place. How he has rambl'd from Conftan- 
tinople to Scutari, from thence to ede, Ge. 
a FTE. Always 
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Always murmuring againſt Heaven, and complain- 
ing of his hard Fate, in that he was not bred a 


Courtier, a Student, a Soldier or any Thing but 
what he really is. Thou art acquainted alſo with 


ſome of his Religious Caprices, how he is addict- 
ed to doing the Book, making the Triple Knot, 
and to a Thouſand other fooliſh Superſtirions ; by 
which whilſt he aſpires at the Character of a Sage, 
or a Cunning Man, he renders himſelf more Con- 
temptible than an Ideot; forfeiting the Eſteem 
of all wiſe and good Men, for the Sake of a little 
Fame and noily Charater among the Empty, 
Giddy Multitude. : 8 


But after all, I believe thou art wholly a Stran- 


ger to his Secret Malice, and the Rancour with 


which he perſecuted me, his poor Exil'd Uncle. 


I my ſelf was deceiv'd by the Subtle Apology he 


made ſome Years ago for the Slanders his Tongue 


had utter d; when he transferr'd all the Guilt of 
that Injury on Shaſhim, Iſtham, the Black Eunuch, 
and Ichingi Cap Oglani, Maſter of the Pages. But 
now Pm convinc'd he is a Traytor, a Villain, and 
2 Fellow void of Faith or Honeſty” | 


I receiv'd a Letter from him within theſe ſeven 


Days, full of Tender and Inſinuating Expreſſions, 
{ thanking me for all the good Offices I had done 
him, and for my ſeaſonable Counſel in ſeveral 
Caſes. © Profeſſing alſo at the ſame time an In- 
violable Friendſhip, and that he would make ir 


his Study to do me ſome Effectual Service. Yet 


the next Poſt brought me a Diſpatch from my 
Brother Peſteli Hali, wherein he bids me beware 


to ſu 


Solyman boaſts to his Familiars, not wichour ſome 


Inſult, that there is not a Word or Action eſcapes 
his Uncle Mahmut at P ar is, but he 18 * | 


of Solyman ;/ aſſuring me that he had good Reaſon 
ſpeR, that Couſin of mine had ſome ill De- 
ſign upon me. This is certain ſays my Brother, 
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of it at Conſtantinopdle. And that which confirm: 
mie in the fame ſealouſie with Peſteli is, That 
he inſerts in his Letter ro me, ſome, Paſſage 
and Prfcourſes Verbatim, which, 1 muſt necds 
own/to have been between me and Eliachin 
the Few, with two or three Armenian Mer. 
chants, in our moſt private Meetings at Elia. 
chim's Houſe or my Chamber. Theſe he learnt 
from ſome of Solyman's moit Intimate Compa- 
- MOR.” CD RT LI 
What can I make of all this, but that theſe 
Armenians are ot Solynan's Council, his Privado's, 
his Chronee's, &c. whom having, Buſineſs of their 
on at Pars, that perfid ious Wretch has engage d 
to pry into my Secrets, to give him a conſtant 
Account of what Diſcoverics they make, and if 
pooſſible to trepan me into ſome Irrecoverable Er. 
ror in my Conduct, thac fo he may finally ruin 
——!! ß ̃ ]]“ | 
O Mahonet | What is become of the Reyerence 
due to thy Sacred Name, to thy Law, and to the 
Boo penn'd in Heaven? Where is the Muſſul man 
Faith and Integrity? The Religious Faſtneſs of 
Friend hip, with which our Fathers prop'd up 
one another in the Service of God and the Empire 
of True Believers? But there is no need of exclai- 
ming againſt Faith and Piety on this Account: Hu- 
mane Nature it ſelf is Reſponſible for the Baſe- 
_ neſs and Ingratitude of my Kinſman. He no Jon- 
ger deſerves the Character of a Man. I adviſe 
thee, to ſhun his Company as a Peſt, a walking 
Contagion among Mortals. FE]: * 


In a word, dear -Dgnet, let not thou and I ſuf. 


fer our ſelves to be carried away by a vain Pity or 
Tenderneſs for any Man; tho he be the Son ot 
a Mother's Siſter ; ſince there is no Truſt in Fleſn 
and Blood: But let us learn the Maxims of French 
"Wiſdom, which teach Men to lay the Foungagion 
47 ; | | e 
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| of. their own re in :iling at the Misfor-. 


| tunes of others. 


| Paris, the 14th. of the 6th, Moon, 
4 Tear 1666. 


— 


LETT] ER . 
To Hamet , Reis Effendi, Principal 


Secretary of the Ottoman Em- 


pire. 


Ef des the General Charatters of Comfriee and 
| the People Inhabiting there, it is neceſſary 
| for thee to be inform'd ot Particular Emergencies, 
| and ſuch Events, as deſerve a Place in the Erer- 


nal Records of the Ottoman Monarchy, the Fifth 


and laſt in the World. Thar ſo the Miniſters of 
| the Auguſt Divan, the deſtin'd Arbitrators of the 
| Univerſe, 8 of all Humane Affairs, and Coun- 
| ſellors oft 
| as in a Mirrour, behold whatever happens in the 
| diſtant Climates, worthy of Remark. 


After rhe Salutations, therefore proceeding, 


| from profound Humility , entire Reſpe&, and 
perfect Friendſhip, know that a devouring Peſti- 


| lence has lately made a Fatal Decimation in the 
Engliſh Territories, eſpecially in London, the Ca- 

| pital City of that Iſland, where above a Hundred 
| Thouſand Souls, ſtruck with Inviſible Darts from 
| God, went off the Stage of Humane Life, in leſs 


than Six Mobns Revolution. 


The dire Contagion by Degrees ſpread farther T 
through the Adjacent Provinces, and reachd the 


moſt remote and ſolitary Corners of the Land: 


Death _ his Standard up, proclaiming Open War 
{ againſt | 


e Great Sultan, may in the Sacred Code, 
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230 LettersWritby Vol. VI. 
againſt the Inhabitants; wich flying Troops of 
Nortal Plagues, he ravag d over the Iſle, filling 
all Parts with doleful Cries and Lamentations: 
The Cemeteries were not large enough to hold the 
Carcaſſes of ſuch as fell before the dreadful Con. 
querour: But open Fields were turn'd to Sepyl. 
chres, and cramm'd with Spoils of Humane Race: 
An Univerſal Deſolation reign'd: Death celebra- 
ted Cruel Triumphs every where. : 

Such as pretend to Aſtrology and hidden Sci- 
ences, will have this to be an Effect of the late Co- 
met which appear d at the End of the year 1634. 
whilſt others attribute it to nearer Natural Cauſes; 
and ſome conclude it is a Judgment ſent from Hea- 
ven on that Rebellious People, who a few Years 
before had involy'd the Nation in a Civil War, 


and barbarouſly Maſſacr'd their King, God only 


knows the Truth that is conceal'd from Man. 
Thou mayſt Regiſter alſo, That the Queen- Aſo- 


ther of France is newly dead, and the Crook-back'd 


Prince of Conti. On which account, this Court is 


now in Mourning, and the Churches hung with 


Black, whilſt Melancholy Bells, perpetually in- 
vite the Living to pray for the deceaſed Royal 
Souls; and deep-baſs'd Organ Pipes breath out 
Inceſſant doleful Aſpirations, ſounding like In- 
articulate Prayers, and Funeral Sighs for the de- 


8 parted. In this the Nazarenes approach near to 


the Faith of True Believers. They give Alms al- 
ſo, as we do, and ſettle Stipends on certain 
Prieſts and Derviches, to mumble over daily Maſ- 
ſes for the Dead; which is an evident Sign, That 
they have hopes of Immortality, and look for the 


Reſurrection. Doubtleſs, there's jomething God 


at the Bottom of all Religions, tho it be overlaid 
with Errors and Corruptions. . 


God direct us through the NMeanders, which 


Humane Frailty involves us in; and grant every 


Muſſul man 
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Muſſulmana particular Chart and Compaſs, where- 
by to ſteer his Courſe through the uncertain 
Tracts of Mortal Life; that he may at laſt arrive 
in Paradiſe, For we ſhall never find the Way 
thither by General Rules, 1 
Illuſtrious Hamet, I pray that thou and I may 
at a deſtin'd Hour, encounter one another in 
the Walks of Eden, there to converſe under Im- 
mortal Shades near to ſome warbling Stream of 
matchleſs Wine or Water; to revolve our paſt 
Fatigues on Earth, and to careſs our ſelves in the 
Security of Endleſs Bliſs. Te 


Paris, 15th. of the 7th. Moon, 
| of the Tear 1666. | 


a. A 
a 5 . a - —_—— Pe: 


FFF 
17 Nathan Ben Saddi, « Jew at 
Vienna. 1 


E. and thy feigned Aſeſſias be damn'd toge- 
1 ther for Company! Muſt I be baulkt of my 
| Money for the Sake of your new Superſtition ? How 
many Meſſias's have ye had, Twenty Five atleaſt, 
| beſides the Son of Mary, who is acknowledg'd 
and bleſs'd for ever? Muſt all the World be bub- 
| bled to Eternity by the Fables of your Nation? 
| Curſe upon your Rabbi and Cochams, thoſe Pimps 
to the more Religious Debaucheries of Mortals. 
| Nathan, I took thee for another Manner of Man. 
| However it thou art a Sworn Servant to Sabbati 
Sevi the new Sham King of the Fews, I have no- 
| thing to fay to it: Do as thou wilt. Bur, I dare 
be a Prophet ſo far as to tell thee, thou wilt be 
@rſedly left in the Lurch, with the reſt of the 
| EET 5 Fools, 
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Fools; thy Bigotted Brethren, Let what will be, 
it behoves thee as an honeſt Man to tranſmit the 
Bills that are entruſted to thee. , Whether Sabba- 
ti Sevi, Ben Joſeph or Ben David be the Name of 
your expected 5/eſſtas, I would not have Ben Sad- 
di, degenerate. ' Continue thou Faithful, and the 
few others that are entruſted with the Sublime 4f- 
fairs; and ler all the Reit of the Common Jews 
go to Gehenna, or to the Vale of Tophet, which 
you pleaſe., Bur I wou'd fain have thee in the 
Numher of the Righteous, who ſhall poſſeſs Para- 
diſe. Some oi thy Letters have encourag'd me to 
hope for this, but thy laſt makes me almoſt deſpair 


of ſeeing thee happy either in This World or the 


Next : bor, thou writeſt like one in a Phrenſy, 
raving on Chimera's of ſtrange Honour, Glory and 
Power which thou ſhalr ſhortly enjoy in the King- 
dom of thy Phantaſtick Meſſius; thou art already 
a Prince in thy own Conceit. © 


For God's Sake, Nathan, wean thy ſelf from 


theſe Religious Fondnefſes : Awaken thy Reaſon, 


which is the diſtinguiſhing Charatter of a Man. 
Examine the Grounds of this new Deluſion; ſearch 


into the Birth and Origin of Sabbati Sevi, and 
thou wilt find him ro deſcend of an Obſcure and 


Baſe Paremage ; his Father being bur a Kind of 


 Mungre! Few, and by Profeſſion an Uſurer, whicl: 
is forbid by the Written Law of. Moſes, and in 
the Great Alcaron it is accounted. Execrable: His 
Mother a Woman of the Curds, ſuſpected for a 


Witch, in Regard, moſt of that Infidel Nation 


praiſe Magick Arts, and Diabolical Charms. And 
tis not altogether improbable, that your Counter - 


feit Meſſtas was educated privately by her in the 


ſame Studies, whence he learn'd the Methods of 


Enchantments and Illuſions, to deceive the Senſes _ 


and impoſe on the Reaſon of Mankind, 


I can 
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can tell thee of a Truth, that there are more 
Eyes on him and his Actions, than he is aware of; 
and I my ſelf at this Diſtance have receiv'd a 
particular Relation of his Life, from ſuch as knew 
him a Youth at Smyrna, the Place of his Nativity. 
He is accusd of many Vices and Extravagances 
during his early Years. His Converſation was wild 
and diſſolute, being a noted Inamorato or Stallion 
over all that City. For which and ſome other 
Crimes, he was expell'd the Synagogue, and ba- 

niſh'd from Smyrna, by the Mutual Conſent of the 
Muſſulman Cadi, and your own Rulers, He was 
alſo excommunicated by the Rabb?'s as a Heretick, 
for broaching certain Doctrines repugnant to your 
Law, and the General Faith of the Fews. All 
which cannot but be a prevailing Recommenda- 
tion E him to the Office of Meſſias or King ox 
Iſrael. 2 „ 1 —_ 
* hence he rambled up and down the As- 
rea and other Provinces of Greece, leaving a Me- 
morial of Infamy, where-ever he ſet his Foot; 
continually marrying and divorcing of Wives, 
debauching of Virgins, and frequenring the Com- 
pany of Harlors, till thoſe Countries grew weary 
of him, and threatn'd to chaſtiſe his Wickedneſs. 
Then he paſs'd over into Syria and Paleſtine, be- 
ginning to ſer up for a Reformer of your Law, and 
at Feruſalem openly proſeſſing himſelt ro be the 
Meſfias , whereby he drew a Rabble of Lunaticks 
and Frantick People after him. But as for the 
Seniors and Governours, they have rejected him 
as an Impoſtor. +23 SM "I 
Conſider, Nathan, the Fate that befel Ben Co- 
chab, as he call'd himſelf, that is, the Son of 2 
Star, who pretended to be the Meſſias in the Days 
of Adrian, Emperour of the Romans ; Reflect on 
the Calamities which over-whelm'd him and his 
Followers, to the Number of Four Hundred Thou- 


ag 
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fand Jews; who all fell with their Falſe Prophet, 
Sacritfices to the juſt Revenge and Fury of that 

Incensd Monarch: For 5 had impudently 
boaſted that by ſuch a prefix d time, he ſhould be 
taken Captive and depos'd from his Throne by 
the Meſſias, who ſhould aſſume the Imperial Dig. 
nity, and all the World ſhould obey him. But 
when thoſe who ſurviv'd the Slaughter of their 
Brethren, retled ed on the Author of ſo Tragical 
a Cataſtrophz, they chang'd his Name in Contempt 
and rlatred, calling hm no longer Ben Cochab, 
_ the Son ot a Star, but Bar Caziba, the Son of a 
Lye, a Falſe Prophet, and Seducer of the Ere— 


* 


thren. | 


Thou haſt all the Reaſon in the World, to have 


no Letter Opinion of Sabbati Sevi, fince he is re- 
jected by the Wiſer Sort of Fews, and has not 
perform'd one Miracle in Confirmation of his pre- 
tended Meſſias-ſhip. Neither has any uncommon 
or preternatural Appearance happen'd before or 
ſince he aſſum'd this Dignity. Whereas all your 
Rabbi's teach, that no lets than Ten Eminent and 
| Remarkable Prod ig ies ſhall precede the Coming of 
your Meſſius. And I remember thou thy ſelf 
about Ten Years ago ſenteſt me a Letter much to 


do the ſame Effect, telling me that certain Mon- 


ſtrous Sorts Men ſhould come from the Ends of the 
Earth, whoſe Eyes ſhall be as Venomous as Ba/:- 
liabe, with a great many other Stories of like Na- 
F cee 9 1 e 
__ Haſt thou forgot this, Nathan, or art thou ſo 
far infatuated with the bold Impoſtures of this 
Impudent Deceiver, or for his ſake, to deny thy 
former Faith, reverſe thy own Sentiments, and 
diſannul the Traditions of thy Doctors? For 
ſmhame rowze up thy Intellectual Faculties and 
| ſuffer not thy Reaſon to be lull'd aſleep by the 
Preſtigious Umbrages and Charms of a lewd Va- 
rant, a Wizard, a Cheat. Have 


Have but Patience at leaſt, till thou fee thoſe 
Signs aecompliſh'd which are to uſher in your 
Meſfias, before thou give up thy ſelf ro fo dange- 
rous a Credulity. Let the Sun firſt emit thoſe Pe- 
ſtilential Vapours, which ſhall kill a Million of 
the Koprim or Infidels every Day, as your Tradi- 
tions chreaten. Let that Luminary be alſo totally 
eclips'd for the ſpace of Thirty Days. Inq word, 
let all the other Prodigies come to paſs, which 
thou thy ſelf didſt once ſo paſſionately believe: 
And then I promiſe thee on the Word of a Muſ- 
fulman, that I will be thy Proſelyte, and embrace 
thy Law, and adore thy Aſeſſias; on condition, 
that otherwiſe thou wilt be my Convert, believe 
the Alcoran, and obey the Meſſenger of God, the 
| Laſt and Seal of the Prophets. 


| Paris, 11th. of the oth. Moon, 
| of the Tear 1665. | 


* wy ** * 


LETTER XII. 
To the Kaimacham. 


„% — 


; 1 Am afraid the Divan will be oblig'd to ſend 
I another Agent to Vienna, to ſupply the Place 
ol Nathan Ben Saddi, who is running mad after 
the new Meſſias of the Fews. There is no doubt 
but chou and the other Happy Miniſters, reſiding. 
at the Auguſt Port, have heard of a certain Impo- - 
| flor at Smyrna, by Name Sabbati Sevi, of Hebrew 
| Race, who calls himſelf the Only begotten Son of 

| God, Meſſias and Redeemer of Jrael; and what 


{ Multitudes of doting Credulous Fews he draws. 


after him. So that there is a Schiſm broke out 
between them, aud they are divided into Two 
: 2 contrary 
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contrary Factions both in Smyrna, and all over 
the Levant. It is impoſſible that theſe things 
ſhould be concealed from the Reſplendent Seat of 
Fame, ſince they have reach'd even our Ears who 
. dwell at this Diſtance: Nay there is hardly a Pro- 
- vince or City in all the Weſt, which has not re- 
ceiv'd Intelhgence of ſo Remarkable a Novelty, | 
I have receiv'd a Diſpatch from Zeidi Alamanzi | 
. at Venice, wherein he informs me, that all the | 
Jews of Italy are preparing to viſit the Holy Land, 
and to ſee the Face of their long expected Aeſſias, 


| 
_ -who they now believe is really come on Earth, 1 
and is that Sabbati Sevi, at Smyrna, They are s 
ſettling their Affairs, as faſt as they can, acquit- 
ting «themſelves from all Worldly Engagements, E 
and thoſe who are devour, give themſelves up to £ 
Prayer and Mortifications; whilſt others ſpend \ 
their time in Feaſting, Dancing, and all manner 1 
of Mirth. He ſays, ſome of them will ſit or ſtand 
up to the Noſe in Water, for Four and Twenty t 
Hours together. And this they do in Imitation y 
Of Adam's Penance, according to their Tradition: me 
For they are taught, that the Firſt Father of Mor- t 
tals after he was baniſh'd from Paradiſe, as a Pu- t 
miſtment for his Sin, ſtood a Hundred and Thirty t 
Years together in Water thus reaching to his No- W F 
Nrils. en. i, : | 
Others of theſe Superſtitious People, will fir 0 
naked many Hours together on a Heap of Piſmires, 1 7 
till chey're almoſt ſtung to Death, A third Sort 
dig their own Graves, and going down into them, . 
cauſe themſelves to be covered all over with Earth, 1 
except only their Faces; and in this Condition WU tl 
they will lie till they are almoſt famiſſd | of 
In the mean while, they ſend Circular Letters fe 
From all Parts, congratulating each others approa- tl 
Ching Happineſs and Deliverance from the Op- de 
Pteſſion of the Gentiles: For ſo they term all that lo 


Are g th 
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are not of their own Nation. And in theſe mu- 
tual Addrefles, they fail not to Prophety, Thar: 
their Mefſtas ſhall in ſuch a Moon, go to the Greats 
Tyrant, King of the Iſmaelites, and Lord ot all the 
Children of Moab and Edom; So they blaſpheme 
our Glorious Sultan.) Thar he ſhall depoſe him 
from his Throne, and lead him away Captive; at- 
ter which he ſhall have the Pomintons of the 
whole Earth laid at his Feet. 

With ſuch kind of wild Stuff, do theſe deluded 
People flatter one another and themſelves, as if. 
in a little time they were to be Lords of all 
Things. So that no Trading or Commerce goes 
forward among them; An Univertal ſtop is put to 
all Bufineſs ; it being eſteem'd an Inexpiabie Sin, 
to follow their Trades in the Days of the Aeſſias, 
who is to enrich them with the Wealth of all 
Nations. © | . 5 . 
Strange Rumours are ſpread abroad, of the Re- 
turn of the Ten Tribes over the River Sabbat ion, 
who were carried away Captives by Salmanaſſas 
King of Aſſria, and never were heard of fince, 
till they now diſcourſe of their being encamp'd 
in the Deſart of Mount Sinai, in their March to 
the Holy Land. Tis reported alſo, that a Mighty 
Fleet of Ships were ſeen at Sea, whoſe Sails were 
of Sattin, and their Srreamers bore the Figure 
of a Lyon, with this Inſcription, The Lyon of the 
%%% 8 

The Chriſtians ſeem aſtoniſſid at theſe things, 
et ſome look on em only as Dreams. As for 

neſt Eliachim here, he is no more mov'd at 
theſe things than.I ; only he laughs ar the Folly 
of the Credulous World, and curſes the Fews, . 


for bringing ſuch Contempt on themſelves and 


their Poſterity. But Nathan is like one Hag-rid- - 
den, or defild by the Lamiæ of the Night. He has 
| loſt all Reaſon, and 'twill be no leſs than a Miracle 
that muſt reſtore it again. M7;  --- 


— 
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Sage Miniſter, whilſt theſe Execrable People 
thus loſe themſelves for the Sake of their Counter- 
feit Meſſias, let us continue to honour the True 
One, even Jeſus the Son of Mary, who is now in 
Paradiſe, and our Holy Prophet with him. 


Paris, 21ſt. of the th. Moon, 
ef the Tear 1566. 


LETTER XIII. 
To Murat Baſſa. 


This has been a Conſiderable Year of Actions 


and Events. At the Beginning of ir, I 


Tent to the Port an Account of the Death of the 


 Nueen-Mother of France, and of the Prince of Con- 


71; now I will farther inform thee of a War that 
is broke out between this Crown and that of En- 


land. The Occaſion of it was this: The Engliſh 
and the Hollanders trafficking in America, had 


had ſome Miſunderſtandings and Feuds about the 
Limits of their ſeveral Conqueſts in thoſe Remote 


Parts of the World. The Hollanders being the 
ſtrongeſt, did many Injuries to their Neighbours 


the Engliſh, and domineer'd over them as their 
Tord. The Engliſh reſenting this very heinous- 


ly, and grown weary of their Oppreſſions, ſent 


Complaints to their King. He to redreſs his Sub-. 


Jets order'd his Refident at the Hague, to demand 
Satisfaction of the States. They refus'd ro do him 
that Juſtice ; upon which he was reſolv'd to have 


Kecourſe to his Arms, and accordingly proclaimd 

War againſt Holland; making all neceſſary Pre- 
parations to carry it on. The ſame did his Ad- 
verſaries. The French King in the mean time was 


oblig d 
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oblig'd by a Treaty with the Hollanders conclu- 


ded in the year 1662. to eſpouſe their e 
yet that he might not break with England raſlily, 
he firſt ſent an Enbiqudor to that Court to medi- 


ate a Peace. But that proving Ineffectual, he 


proclaim'd a War againſt that Nati, and com- 
manded the Engliſh Embaſſada to depart his 
Kingd1'n. The Duke of Beaufort, who is Ad niral 
at Sea, was order'd to Equip a Gallant Feet, and 
Joyn the Dutch- Navy; Which he per form'd "with 
all Imaginable Diligence and Expedition. There 
have been Two Combats berween theſe Enemies 
at Sea, and in both the Dutch had the worſt of 
it: Neither did the French eſcape without ſome 


Loſs, having Two of their Greateſt Ships ſeverely 


hatrer'd, and a Third taken by the Engliſh. _ 
The Plague ſtill rages in England, and has at- 


moſt depopulated whole Provinces. Whilſt a mil- 


der Death has robb'd France of one of her Grea- 
teſt Heroes: The Count d' Harco:rt, of whom 1 
have often made mention, is gone to celebrate 


che Triumphs due to his Valour and Fortune in 4 


another World. 
The Emperour of Gerinany has ar laſt married 


the Infanta of Spain, after abundance of Den urs 


and Heſitations about that Buſineſs. Theſe Na 
zarenes can do nothing with Expedition. The 
Spiritual Courts, as they call them, have more 
Tricks and Cramp Words to amuſe People with, 
than an Indian Mountebank or Fugler, Neither ave 


Sovereign Princes more exempt from their Juriſ- 
dition, than the meaneſt of their Subjects. E- 


ſpecially the Court of Rome, can make or annul 


Marriages at Pleaſure. And they are ſure to be 


Excommunicated, who refuſe to ſubmir ro their 


Orders. This 710 Court can alſo bind or releaſe 
Sins, open or ſhut the Gates of Paradiſe, make a 


ons Saint, or a Saint a Devil. In a word, 


M 4 5 they . 
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they can do every thing it there be Gold in the 
Caſe. But if that be wanting they can do nothing 
bur ſhrug their Shoulders. | 

Thou mayſt alſo inform the Divan, that the 
_ #Hench King has given Permitſion to ſome ot his 
Subjects, to undertake a Conqueſt in America, and 
eſtabliſh a Commerce in that Part of the World, 
Many Veſſels are equipped in Order to this Ex- 


pedition, and they that are concern'd in the Voy- 


age, are as merry as Jan and his Argonauts, when 


they were preparing to fetch the Golden Fleece WW 


from Colchos, That Weſtern Continent affords im- 
menſe Riches, and tempts all the Nations in El. 


rope, to make an Experiment of their Fortune, in 
gaining one Part of it or other, Twere to be 


wiſhed it lay nearer to the Ottoman Empire. No 


| Record can diſcover the Origin of the Inhabitants. 


Yet molt Authors conjecture, that they paſs'd over 
from the North-Eaſt Parts of Aſia, where the 
Streights of Anian, are very Narrow, and would 
invite Sca-faring Men to ſeek new Adventures. 
| Beiides, by their being Canibals, it appears very 
probable, That either they delcended from the 
T.rtars or the Tartars from them. God alone knows 


howto adjuſt rhe Differences, and reveal the Se- 


crets of Hiſtory. _ 


Brave Baſſa, Tis no matter from what Stock 


we are deſcended, fo long as we have Vertue. 
For that alone is the only True Nobility. God re- 
gale chee with his Favours. 


Paris, zoth. of the th. Moon, 
of the Tear 1666. 


LETTER XIV. 


To Peſteli Hali, his Brother, Maſter 8 


of the Cuſtoms, and Superinten- 
dent of the Ar nal, at rang 
nople. 


Wy! hear of thy W my Hearr 


is dilated like his who has found hidden 


Wealth. Yer I am ſorry for the Diſgrace of the 


good Old Man, thy Predeceſſor: But we muſt not 

cenſure the Conduct of our Superiours. The Ju- 

ſtice of their Actions is not to be call'd in Queſti- 

on. The Sultan cannot err. This is an Eſtablilh'a. 

Maxim in all Monarchies, eſpecially in that of the 
Renowned Oſmans. 


As for whar relares to thee, in this New Ad- . 
vance thou haſt made; thy own Experience ac- 


quir'd by many Years Travel and Obſcrvation in 
| Foreign Countries, added to the Knowledge thou 
| haſt in the Laws, Diſcipline and Cuſtoms of thy 
| own will be a ſutficient Guide, to conduct thee in 


| the Management of thy Butineſs. Yer deſpiſe 


not the Counſel of others. A Man is never nea- 
rer to Ruin, than when he truſts too much to his 
on Wiſdom. Therefore the greateſt Emperours 
| undertake nothing of Moment raſhly or wichour 
| Advice. Temerity often blaſts the faireſt De- 
ſigns. 


It will be of panicular Import to tliee, to near 


| of a Tragical Event that has lately happen'd tc 


Rexan, a Great City in Ruſſia, by the blowing up» - 


of the Magazine. his Gunpowder does more 
Miſchief than Good in the World. The Ane“ 


| Ents \ ought as lucceſsfuliy with Bows and Arrowsz, N 


. Swords 
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Swords, and Spears, other Inſtruments of War, with. 
out running the Hazard of blowing up whole Cities 
into the Air, in time of Peace. And they could 
undermite the ſtrongeſt Caſtles, even thoſe ſitu- 
ated on Rocks, without the help of this Infer- 
nal Duſt. Nature taught em to be Induſtrious in 


defeating their Enemies, and they ſpared no La- ri 

bour to gain the victory. Our Fore-Fathers were Co 

hardy and ſtrong, patient of Toils and Farigues: of 

They cut their Way into Mountains of Stone, if p! 

5 any Place of Strength were built on it, which Fl 
I they had Occaſion to beſiege. And as they hew'd th 
away that Part of the Rock which ſupported the th 
Walls, they underprop'd the Foundation with Y 

Wooden Pillars: And when they had finiſh'd their Pt 

Mine, they ſer Fire to certain Combuſtible Mat- 1 

ter, which conſuming theſe Supports, the Wals d 

and Gates that reſted on them, ſunk down and leſt . 

the Fortreſs naked and open to the Beſiegers. jt 


It had been well for the Inhabitants of Regan, I! 
if their City had been only thus gently diſmantl d, tc 


by ſome Enemy againſt whom they might have * 
afterwards employ'd their Courage to defend A 
_ themſelves, or make Compoſition. But poor Un- 

forcunate People, they have felr a ruder Shock, t 
an unmercifu] Blow of Fate, their City being in a | 
Minute's time, without the leaſt warning, ſtormed, a 
 Plunder'd, and laid in Heaps, by an Enemy which t 
gives no Quarter. 8 


This Accident happen'd on the x5th; of the ! 
Taſt Moon, about the Hour of Vlanamiſi. There 1 * 
were Five Hundred Barrels of Powder in the Ma- 1 
gazine; and the Force of the Blow was ſo violent, ( 

that beſides the Deſtruction of that City or at leaſt 

- the beſt Part of it, all the Neighbouring Villages 


round about it, felt its Fatal Effect, ſome of their 
Houſes ſhaking as in an Earthquake, others falling 


to Pieces. | 
e Aſſur edly, 
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aſſuredly, Heaven is angry with theſe Infidels, 
and turns the very Inftruments of their Defence. 
and Safety, into Scourges for their Chaſtiſe 
ment. I formerly ſent Saleh the Superintendent, 
an Account ot the like Misforcune that befel the 
City of Gravelines in Flanders, and of other ter- 


rible Effects of the Wrath of Heaven in the Lom- 
Condtries. One Diſaſter follows cloſe on the back 
of another; yet the Infidels are inſenſible and ſtu- _ 


pid, as they were in the Days of Noah, when the, 


Flood came and ſurpriz'd all the Inhabitants ot 
the Country. That Prophet gave em waroing ef 
the approaching Danger. He was Three whole 


Years in cutting down Indian Plain-Trees, and 
preparing Planks, Beams, Pins and other neceſſa- 
rics, and Seven Years more in Build ing that Won» 


derful Ship. The Infidels went by daily, and ſaw 


him at Work, but they derided the Patient Apo- 
ſt /e, and taught their Children to mock him, ſay- 


ing, Where js the Water this Ship is to ſail in? Af- 


ter the 4/4 was hnif'd, it lay on the Ground Se- 
ven Hong, till they had Thrice ſacrific'd ſome of 


 Niah's Followers to their Idols 
It was per ſected in the Moon of Rajeb, and wn 
the Moon of Saphar was the Decree of the Cha- 


ſtiſement ſign'd, which was to be executed on 


all of Mortal Race, ſave Noah and the Fourſcore 
that were with him, with the TWO Pairs of every 
Species, which the Four Winds, by God's Appoint- 
ment, collected together, and drove into the 47, 
and the Body of Adam, which was enſhrin'd and 
brought to Noah by Angels out of the Region 
of Mecca. There was alſo Philemon the Good 
Prieſt of Egypt, with. his whole Family. 

Juſt as the determined Day and Hour of the 
Flood was come, the Prince of the Country, ſtimu- 
lated by his Evil Deſtiny, mounted his Horfe with 


ſome of his Retinue; and having ſacrific'd to 


their 
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their Idols, rode toward the Place. where Noah 
and his Company were ſhut-up in the Ar, with 
a Deſign to burn it to Aſhes. He call'd out aloud 
to the Prophet, with Scoffs, ſaying, O Noah, 
where is the Water in which this Ship is to ſail ? It 
will be with you incontinently, replied the Holy Man, 
before you can remove your Station. Come down, thou 
Dotard, ſaid the proud Infidel, otherwiſe I will 
Burn thee. and thy Companions with Fire. O miſerable 
Man, ſaid Noah, Turn to God, for his Fudgments 
are ready to burſt forth on you. © = 
The Prince Incens'd at this, commanded' his 
Slaves to put Fire to the Ar#,. But while he was 
yer ſpeaking, he maniteſtly ſaw the Water guſh- 
ing out on all Hands round about him, and under 
his Feet. Then his Heart was troubl'd, and ful! 
of Anguiſh and Fear. He haſted to ſecure him- 
elf. with his Family and Goods, in the Caſtics 
Which he had built, on the higheſt Mountains. 
But alas, the Earth open'd, and broke like a Spi- 
ders Web; ſo violent was the Force of the Wa- 
ters which boyled up every where. The Clouds 
pour'd down vaſt Cataratts of Rain, mix'd with 
Dread ful and Inſupportable Thunder and Light- 
ning. The Miſerable Infidels throng'd upon one 
another, curſing and blaſpheming their Gods who 
had deluded em. Great was the Confuſion and 
Cry every where; for:ſuch a Calamity had never 
been. known ſince the Moon gave her Light. If 
any were ſo nimble as to reach the Foot of a 
Mountain, yet he could not aſcend by Reaſon of 
Stones which fell on his Head, and Torrents of 
boyling Water that ran down upon him, as if it 
had come out of a Cauldron.. And ſuppoſe he 
Had reach'd the top. it had been but a ſhort De- 
lay of his Fate; for in a word, the Waters ſwell'd 
Korty Cubits above rhe higheſt Mountains, and 
all. the Living Generations periſh'd.. - 
ONE | on 
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Son of my Mother, when thou readeſt this Me- 
moir (for it is a Fragment of an Ancient Arabick 
Writing) think on the Day of Judgment, which 
ſhall ſurprize the World, even as the Deluge did.. 
Ar that Hour, the greateſt Part of Men will not 
dream of any ſuch thing, till they fee Flames and 
Rivers of Fire burſting forth from the Springs 
and Fountains which before yielded Water, and 
ſhowers of Fire deſcending from Heaven, inſtead 
of Rain. For the Elements will change their 
Courſes, to accompliſh rhe Decrees of him who: 
made them, and to conſummate the Revenge of 
the Omnipotent againſt Unbelievers.  _ 


Paris, 2d. of the 11th. Alon, 
of ie Tear iss ss. a 


nm - * — " 8 < — 


LETTER XV. 
5 To Uſeph, Balla. 


rely, the Gods of.the Engliſh are angry with: 
that People, and the Guardian Spirits of the 
Ile, have forſook their Charge. I ſent a Diſpatch: 
at the beginning of this Year to Murat, Baſſa; 
wherein F inform'd him of a Deſtructive Plague, 
raging at London, and in other Parts of the Nati- 
on. That Peſtilence continues ſtill, but under dif- 
ferent Forms, to aſſault the Living, and augment 
the Number of the Dead. TE 
God only knows the Origin of theſe Epidemi- 
cal Conragions ; whether they derive their Pedi- 
gree from Heaven or Hell; from the Earth, or 
any other Element. Perhaps ſome latent Poyſons 
in the Air, mix with the Breath of Mortals, and 
by their ſubtile. Energy, ſoon diffipate the vital” 
| Flame 
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Flame of Humane Bodies, like the Infectwus 
Blaſts of the Wind El-Samiel in Arabia, which in 
a moment's time commit a Rape upon the Lives of 
Travellers, ſcorching their Spirits up, and leaving 


on the Sands a black, ftiff Carcaſs of Jelly'd Fleſh, 


as tho' they had been Thunder-ſtruck: Or, per- 
haps ſome Venomous Exhalations from the Mine- 
rals below, tranſpire through Chinks and Cran- 
nies in the Earth, to plunder Mortals of their 
Breath, like to the Fatal Vapours in the Cave of 


Death, not far from Virgil's Grot in Italy: Or, 


who can tell, but thar ſome hidden Meteors above, 
or ſome Malignant Stars, may ſend down whole 
| Battalions of empoyſon'd Atomes, to invade this 
Region of Mortality; and in Death's Name, King 


of the World Tnviſible, to claim and carry away a 


certain number of Ghoſts, prick'd down by Deſti- 


m, a Tribute ſet by Fate? However it be, that 


whole Iſland may well be call'd at this time the 


Grand Infirmary of Europe, where Baneful Sickneſs. 


makes its Publick Refidence. The timorous Gia- 


fers run from Place to Place, thinking to eſcape 
from Heaven's all ſearching Purſuivants, They 
fly from Populous Towns to Villages; and from 
theſe again to unfrequented Deſarts, Woods, and 


Heaths, carrying their Wives and Children with 


em, and all the Subſtance of their Houſes. The 
Roads are cover'd with the Caravans of doubtful 


Paſſengers, who dread to think of going back, 
to the Contagious Seats they left behind, yer 


know not where to be receiv'd anew. So general 


is the Conſternation, ſo ſtrong the Fear of thoſe 
who yet ſurvive, leſt they ſhould alſo catch the 
Infection and die. 1 e 
Beſides this, they have felt the ſtrokes. of ano- 
ther ſurprizing Calamity : London, the Capital Ci- 
ry of England, being newly conſum'd by Fire. It 


is not certain, whether Deſign or Chance firſt _— 
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dled the devouring Element. But it fell out at an 
unlucky Seaſon, when the Wind was high, and 
from its Eaſtern Quarter blew the Flames full 
Weſt, which ſpreading North and South, demo- 
liſh'd all before them, laying the greateſt Part of 
that Rich and Famous City in Aſhes. os 

Some aſcribe this to a Plot of the French; others 
term it, a Judgment of God, for their Rebellion, 
Pride and other crying Sins. Whilſt wich equal 
Probability, a third Sort affirm, Twas contriv'd 


and put in Execution by a Cabal of Carpenters and 


Maſons, who wanting Employment, and proje- 
cting the Method of enriching themſelves, diſ- 
daining alſo the Inartificial and Obſolete Form of 
Buildings, reſolved to put this City into a Ne] 
Figure, and raiſe it according to the Models of 


| Foreign Architecture. Every one gueſſes as his 


| God only knows the Truth. 


Affections incline him, or his Conjectures follow 
the Byaſs of his Intereſt. Men are always parti- 
Al to themſelves and the Cauſe they have eſputis'd. 
The Superſtitious among the Roman Catholicks, 
take Occaſion from the timing of this. Horrible 
Conflagration, to inſult o'er the Engliſh Prote- 
ftants ; who from ſome obſcure Paſlages in the 
Book of their Goſpel, uſed to foretel in a Prophe- 
tick Manner, That the Final Ruin and Cataſtro- 


| phe of Rome would happen in this Year 1666, 


Whereas by Fatal Experience, more ſure than 
vain Predictions, they find the Metropolis of their 
own Nation, reduc'd to Aſhes. 15 
Whoever are the Inſtruments in theſe Tragedies, 
tis certain the Deſigns of Fate are ſtill perform'd. 
Every Kingdom, State and Community, has its 
' Critical Periods and Climacters, wherein it ſuf- 
fers DetrimentrL!lłçék½ü — 


n — - — —c * 
— — — 


* This 


— 
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* This Blank the Italian, Preface mentions, and 

_ fays, tis owing to the Loſs of » ſome Part of the 

Arabick Letter, ſuppos'd to be torn off by Chance 
oer on ſome other Occaſion. w 9 15 


Paris, ad. of the 12th. Moon, 
of the Tear 1666. | 


3 


LRT TER XVI. 


To Cara Hali, Phyſician to the Grand 


Signior. 


1 Am melancholy, beyond the Peſcription of: 


Painters, Poets, or the lively Eloquence of 


Eicero. Methinks, Em ſome Exotick Being; a. 


perfect Foreigner on Earth; a Stranger to his 
Laws and Maxims. I appear to other Mortals. 


like a Giafer or Frank in his Weſtern-Dreſs at Ho- 


vocco, Babylon, or Conſtantinople. I mean nor for 
my outward Habit, (for in that Im Conformable 


enough to the Mode of the Region where | reſide) 
but I'm all Unfaſhionable within; Ridiculous in 


my Sentiments and Converſation. When others 
laugh, I ſigh, and find a Reaſon to be fad, in the 
midſt of merry Company. Even Wine it ſelf that 
exhilarates all the World beſide, does but en- 


ereaſe my Melancholy, by adding Strength unto 
my labouring Thoughts. It ſublimates my Spi- 
rits up to Sacred Phrenſies. I am all Lunatick at 


ſuch a time. Each Glaſs creates new Dreams, 


more wild rhan the ſtrange Flights and Raptures 


of a Santone. My heated Spleen, like Mount Gi- 
Bel, belches forth horrid Clouds of Smoak and 
Vvapours, which lay long ſmothering in its ſpon- 
gy Caverns; theſe quickly ſpread. 2 

8 5 
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the Horix2n of my Soul, rendring & Dark and 
Glomy, as the Cymmerian Solitudes, or the more 
diſmal Valleys bordering on the River Styx, where 
ſurly Charon waits to Ferry o'er the Caravans of 

trembling Ghoſts, and land 'em in Elyzium. : 
Oh! chat thoſe Fables of the Ancient Poets 
were but true! Or that I knew but ſomething 
certain of our Future State! Whether the Sou! 
ſurvives or no, when Death has ſtopt the Circn- 
lation of our Blood? And what becomes of that 
Immortal Subſtance, after its parting from the 
Body? Whether it paſs by Tranſmigration into 
the Embryo of ſome other Animal, as Pythagoras 
taught; or be united, ſwallowed up and loſt in 
the Univerſal Soul of the World, as Plato did be- 
lieve? Or if ſome other Magnet does attract its 
Preſence; and hidden Sympathies of Nature teach 
it to form its ſelf a Vehicle or Body of the Ele- 
ments? Perhaps, ſome Souls unite with Air, 
whilſt others mix with Water, Earth or purer 
Skies. This for its horrid Sins in Mortal State, 
may be by the Eternal Nemeſis ſunk down into 
the Fatal Caverns of Mount tna, Strombolo, or 
Veſuuius; there to Incorporate with burning Ri- 
vers and Lakes of Sulphur and other Minerals, to 
hear perpetually che frightful Cracking, Rum- 
bling, and loud Thunders of thoſe Infernal 
Vaults: to be without Intermiſſion annoy'd with 
the Eternal Stench of melted Mines, whoſe poig- 
nant Vapours equally kill ic and revive it every 
moment, that it may be cqnfin'd to an endleſs. 
Circle of Miſeries: To feel the Excruciating 
Torments which no Tongue can utter; whilſt rhe 
Inceſſant Rapid Motion of thoſe Exalted and moſt 
Violent Fires, with which it is embodyed by De- 
cree of Fate, rob it of the very Poſſibility of the 
leaſt eaſy Thought or quiet Minute; and at the 
lame time rack it with Infinite Tortures. SE 
Think 
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Think not my Dear Phyſician, that it is Im- 
poſſible a Separate Spirit, can thus be ſenſible of 
Pains. There's no ſuch thing as a Separate 
Spirit, fave God who made all Bodies, and there- 
fore was before them. The Angels themſelves 
are partly Corporeal ; ſo are the Devils. Do nor 
believe then that Mortal Man, who is in a middle 
State between theſe Two, fhall by Dying, gain a 


Privilege above the moſt Illuſtrious Spirits in 
Heaven. As ſoon as Death has diſlodg'd us from 


One Body; Nature, Providence or Fate, provides 
us. Another, according to our Qualities, Inclina- 
tion: and Merits, We may as well by Metem- 
] hchoſis, become the Spirit or Soul of a flaming 
Sulphur-mine, or at leaſt of ſome Part of it, as 
of a Horſe, an Eagle, or a Dove: For ſuch, for 
ought we know, may be the Diſpoſition of Di- 


vine Wiſdom, Juſtice and Omnipotence, 


By the very ſame Reaſon another Soul! may be 
tranſported to the Open, Happy Skies, where it 
may either range in boundleſs, free, and ſerene 
Tracts of Bliſs; or be Enfranchis'd in the Corpo- 
rations of the Stars, to dwell in Palaces of Azure, 
 Topares, and Diamonds; to poſſeſs Provinces more 
Rich than in Peru or Guinea, where the Ruſticks 
p'ow up Gold; more beautiful and pleaſant, than 
the Famous Fields of Theſſa/y. God knows what 
will become of us after our Diſſolution; But the 
Ignorance of this one Truth, occaſions all my 
Melancholy. ::- | 


Death is not formidable of it ſelf, nor all the 


dolorous Circumſtances that precede it: Tis only 
what comes after, raiſes all my Terror. Were I 


to melt away in lingring Agues and Conſumpri- 
ons; or to be ſooner poſted off in high wrought 
Fevers, Pleurifies, or Peſtilence : Or if it were my 
Fate to die by Piſtol, Sword or Poyſon, or any 

other Kind of Slow or Sudden Death, allotted 
| | me 
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me from Chance or Nature, Providence or Fate : 
Should Heaven conſume me in a Trice by Light- 
ning; or this Globe with equal Swifcneſs, bury 
me in ſome ſurprizing Earthquake : 'Twould be 
all one to Mahmut, were it not for the After 
Claps, to which I ama Stranger. I tremble at 
the Hidden and Unſearchable Force of Nature: 
I dread the Irreverſibie Unknown Decrees ot 
Fate, the Secret Methods of Eternal Deſtiny, 
the Laws and Order of the Other World, in 
Billetting the Troops of Humane Souls, that go 
to Winter there, after this Life's Campagne 1s 
finiſhed. „ 1 
Once in a Cold and Froſty Evening, as I was 
travelling o'er a bleak wide Plain, and felt the 
penetrating Blaſts of North-Eaſt-Winds, with 
chilling Sleet, which fell upon me from the 
Clouds; my Spirits alſo tyr'd with tedious Jour- 
neys, and my anxious Thoughts were wholly 
taken up about a Reſting-Place that Night, and 
how to avoid the Aſſaults of Robbers, with a 
Thouſand other Perils, threatning a Stranger on 


the Road; at length I chanc'd to think of the 


Untry'd and Remote Voyage I muſt One Day 
make to Another World. It child my Blood to 
imagine the diſconſolate Naked Circumſtances of 
| a Separate Soul, which for ought I knew, might 
be bewilder'd, loſt, and forc'd ro wander up and 
down through untrack'd Waſtes of miſty fro- 

en Air, where the Inhoſpitable Element affords _ 
no Guides, nor Carvanſera's to comfortleſs, poor, 
ſtraggling Ghoſts; unleſs they would accept a 

Lodging in ſome Cloud, the Ciſtern and Chariot 
of Rain, Hail or Snow; there. to Incorporate 
with the unwelcome Meteors, and be whirl'd 
round the Globe, or elſe precipitated down to 
Earth again in Showers; from thence perhaps to 
be exhal'd by the Sun, and mix with Sane | 
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of Lightning, Fiery Dragons, Tznes Fatni, or other 
Bodies hourly Flaming in the We!kin, and thus 
to circulate in Endleſs Tranſmigrations. Who 
knows the Circumſtances ot departed So, or 
Laws of a Separate State? Let him declare what 
Ulage we ſhall find in that Inviſible and Dark Re. 
ceſs from Life: He ſhall be then eſteemed more 
than Apollo, by the penſive Mahmut. Not the 
old Delphic Oracle could receive greater Reve- 
rence from the Iaouiiive World; nor Mecca 
now from devout M uin Pilgrims; or Meding 
Talnabi, where the Prop'et reſts in Peace, than 
ſuch an one thou!d have from me, who could 
with unfeigned Truth diſcover how we ſhall be 
diſpos'd of, when we die. But I am cloy'd and 
nauſeated with the dull Roma..ces of the Prieſts 
JJ ĩ ᷣͤ 5 
My Friend, let chou and I learn to improve 
the Joys ot preſent Lite, and nor by damn'd 
Miſtakes deprive our ſclves of double Happi- 
neſs. But let us fo comport our ſelves, that our 
Tranſmigeration may be but from the Pleaſures of 
Earth to thoſe of 
another. 


Paris, 6th. of the 1ſt. Moon, 
ef the Tear 1667. 
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„ LETTER XVII. 
To Kerker Haſſan, Baſſa. 


1 E Bleſſings of God and his Prophet chear 
I thy Heart, as thou haſt exhilarated mine by 
thy laſt Letter; wherein thou encourageſt me 
with the Hopes of being remov'd from this diſ- 
agreeable Poſt, to one more Delightful and Hap- 
py, even to a Sweet Country Retirement, either 


in Arabia, or any other Part of the Grand 


Signior's Dominions, which is the very Mark of all 
my Wiſhes. 5 1 
1 have a Natural Averſion for Great and Po- 
pulous Cities. They ſeem to be ſo many Mag- 
nificent Sepulchres of the Living, where Men are 
ſnut up, Impriſon'd, and buried from all Com- 
merce with the Elements; or they are like Ho- 


| ſpitals and Peſt-Houſes, where People crowd, : 
infect, and ſtink one another ro Death with a 


Thouſand Pollutions. They hive together like 
Bees, and build their Apartments in Darkneſs. 


| Like Neſts of Piſmires, they trudge up and down 


all the Summer of their Touth, ro heap up Trea- 


| ſures, that they may ſpend the Winter of their 
| Old Age, in Joarhſome Eaſe, and benumm'd 
| Stupidity; not mais Ty venture out of the 


purlieu of their naſty, ſmoaky Habitations, 


and yet they're ready to be ſtifled with their own 


Breath. . = : 
'Tis with Pleaſure I comemplare the Face of 


| the Infant Fartli, before it was deform'd by the 
| unneceſſary Arts of the Carpenter, Smith and 


Maſm : When Mer had no other Houſes, fave 
what cliey made themſelves, every one for his 


| Family 
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Family, of the Branches and Boughs of trees, 
interwoven with Oſiers, Reeds and Ivy; and co- 
ver'd thick with Leaves and Grafs to ſhelter them 
from Wind, Hail, Rain, and other Injuries of 
Weather. Or perhaps ſome had found out a 
Den or Cave in the Earth, or the Hollow of a 


Rock, for a Sanctuary in ſuch Caſes, where they 


repos'd in perfect Tranquillity, without Fear 
of Snares or Violence, without Apprehenſion of 
Robbers, or any Tragical Surprize. They went 
out and in, ſlept and wak d, labour'd and reſted 
in ſafety and quiet. Avarice, Envy and Inju- 
ſtice had nor as yet corrupted the Minds of Mor- 
tals. The Earth brought forth Corn. Herbage, 
and Fruits, without the Husbandman's or Gard- 
ners Labour : All Places abounded with Plenty of 
Innocent Refreſhments, and thoſe Primitive In- 
habitants covered no more. The Cattle and Bees 
_ afforded them Milk and Honey, and the Fountain- 
Waters were Generous as Wine. This Globe was 
a complete Paradiſe, and ino miſtaken Zeal had 


taught Men Religiouſly to invade one anothers 


- Rights, and in a pious Fury to murder their Neigh- 
bours, in hopes of mericing Heaven hereafter. 
There was no -ſuch thing as Bigottry oi Super- 
ſtition to be found among any of Humane Race. 
The Law of Nature was in Univerſal Force: E- 


very Man 'purſu'd the Dictates of Reaſon, with 
out hearkning after Religious Sophiſtry, and Sacred 


Fables. 


But when once the Lucre of Gold had cor- 


rupted Men's Manners, and they not contented 
with the Riches and Sweets which they daily 
cropt from the Surface of the Earch, had found 
a Way to deſcend into her Bowels, ſtung with an 
Inſatiable Deſire of hidden Treaſures; then be- 
gan Injuſtice, Oppreſſion and Cruelty to take 


place. Men made Encloſures to themſelves, and 


encom- 


— He 
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encompaſs'd a certain Portion of Land with 
Hedges, Dirches and Pales, to Fence them from 
the Invaſions. of others; For the Guilt of their 
own vicious Inclinations, fill'd them with Fears, 
and made them Jealous of one another. They 
built themſelves ſtrong Holds, Fortreſſes, Caſtles 
and Cities. And their Terrors encreaſing with 
their Criminal Poſſeſſions, they perſwaded them 
ſelves, that the very Elements would prove their 
Enemies, if not pacified by Bribes and Preſents, 
Hence ſprung the firſt Invention of Altars and 
Sacrifices, and from theſe vain Panick Fears of 
Mortals, the Gods deriv'd their Pedigree, For 
one built a Temple to the Sun, another to the 
Moon, a third to Fupiter, Mars or the reſt of the 
Planets. Some ador'd the Fire, others the Wa- 
ter or Wind, Every one ſer up to himſelf ſuch a 
God as he fanſied would be 'propitious to him. 
Thus Error being equally propagated wih Hu- 
mane Nature, they created an Infinite Rabble of 
Imaginary Deities, paying to'thoſe Idols, the Su- 
preme and Incommunicable Honours, due only to 
the Eternal Eſſener, Father and Source of all things. 
Beſides, 'they liv'd in Intolerable Pride and 
Luxury, in conſtant Wars and Strite, in Dark- 
neſs, Ignorance and Confuſion. I ſpeak of ſuch 
as dwelt in Cities, and were incorporated toge- 
ther by one common 'Intereſt. For ſtill there re- 
main'd ſome who obey'd the Original Laws of 
Nature, and the Traditions of Primitive Humanity. 
Theſe dwelt in Tents or other Moveable Habi- 
| tations, as our Countrymen the Arabs do at this 
Day, with the Tartars their Brethren. They 
ſcorn'd to faſten themſelves to the Earth, by 
poſſeſſing any part of it in propriety : Every Field 
and Wood, Hill and Valley, River and Well, were 
with them in Common. They ſtraggled whicher 
r . 3 
5 8 This 
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This is the Life ſo emulated by me, or inſtead 
of that at leaſt, a Retirement from Cities, that l 
may breath out my laſt Hours in a free Air, re- 
mote from the ſtifling Company and Contagion 
of Mortals. I long to range at Liberty through 

unfrequented Paths of Deſart Ground, o'er wild, 
ynpol:th'd Heaths, from thence inſenſibly to fall 
into ſome Venerable Solitude, where the dry, moſ- 
ſy Barks of Trees, in ſilent Characters proclaim 
the Antiquity of the Place; and gentle Whiſpers 

of the Winds, inſtruct che Methods of Platonicł 

Love; inſpire ſtrange Paſſions, which we never 

felt before, and teach us to converſe with Satyrs, 

Nymphs, and other harmleſs Tenants of the Shades, 

How great is the Pleaſure to be thus ſurpriz'd 

with ſome harmonious, warbling Stream, or Si- 

lent, ſoft, deep, Chryſtal River? To ſpeak In- 
caognito with Dryads, Hamadryads, and the Sport- 
ing Echo's; To lie diflolv'd in Looſe, yet Inno- 
cent Enjoyments on the Banks, to talk with Na- 
ture, with Immortal Subſtances, and with Eter- 
nity it ſelf? Oh God. Is not this raviſhing? _ 

Lis difficult to ſay, whether it would be Plea- 

ſant or Painful to return from theſe Ineffable Pa- 


rades of the Soul, to our Domeſtick Felicities, 


tho' even in a Rural Life, which I acknowledge 
to be the Happieſt on Earth. Yer there to trace 
the Herds and Flocks, to walk amidſt the High. 
grown Corn, and Graſs, to pluck the bearded 
Fars of Barley, to let our Eyes rowl o'er the va- 


rious Figures of the Wind blown Wheat and Mil- 


let, our Noſes to ſuck the Fragrant Airs of Mar- 
joram, Thyme, Oranges and Iimons, with Innu- 
merable Spices; our Ears to hear the Inimitable 
Melody of Birds, and every Senſe to be tranſport- 
ed, ſnatch'd away and loſt in Sacred Ecſtacies 
muſt needs me rank d among the Higheſt Rinds of 
Earthly Pleaſures e at 3 
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But to deſcend from theſe Enjoyments, to. the 
Meaneſt and moſt Common Diverſions of a Coun- 
try-Life; methinks there's ſomething peculiarly 
charming in the very Ellenge Situation of the 
Houſes; whether it be on the Brow of a Hill, 
or the Bottom of a Valley; in the midſt of a 
Wood, or the Opening of a Heath; on the Side 
of a Road, or in. ſome obſcure Corner of the 
Country. Tis agreeable, when waking in the 
Morning, to hear the Bleating of Sheep, Lowing 
of Oxen, Screaming, Quacking and Crowing o 
Geeſe, Ducks, Cocks, and other Homebred Ani- 
mals; to hear the lowder Winds, threatning to 
tear up Trees by the Roots, demoliſh Houſes, and 
remove the Globe ir ſelf, if poſſible, from off its 
Baſis. This would be better Muſick to me for a 
Change, than a Conſort of Dulcimers, Theorbo's, - 
Tymbrels and Viols. Humane Nature delights in 
Variety, and there is a certain Audacious Cu- 
rioſity in the Soul, which loves to venture on 
Extreams. The Rain, the Dirt, the Stink of 
Hogs, Camels, Dromedaries, and other neceſſary 
Rural Beaſts, would pleaſe me better, than the 
conſtant tedious Eaſe, and Fulſom Sweets of 


court or City. I ſweat whilſt thus ſnut up within 


theſe Walls: It cloys me to be daily walking in a 
Circle, to trample always o'er the ſame Ground 

in a vaſt Labyrinth of Houſes, where my Senſes 
meet no new. refreſhing Objects, but my Ears are 
hourly nauſeated, vex'd and tir'd with the Ratling 

Din of Coaches, Carts, Artificers, and the harſh _ 
Voices of ſuch as ſell Fleſh, Fiſh, and other things 
about the Streets. My Eyes can find no grateful = 
proſpects, but dafſh'd with furly rugged Looks of 
proud and wealthy Infidels; or with the fly 
| Satyrick Smiles of well-ſhap'd People, who 
| contemn me for my Bandy-Legs, and Crooked 


| Back, En 5 
N N in 


* 
1 


In a word, my dear Baſſa, I long to feel the 
gentle Breezes of the Eaſt, purifying my Soul and 
cleanſing it from ſo many Pollutions. I languiſh 
for the Sight of Turbants and Creſcents, for the 
devour Call of che Muezins on the lofty Minarets : 
I dic in Contemplation of the Sacred Faſts and 

_ Feaſts, the Nocturnal Joys of Ramezan, the Reyels 
and Chearful Illuminations of Beiram, and the Im- 
perial Dunalma s. When I think of theſe things, fee 
my Soul burſts forth in fervent Invocations, and rt 


every Faculty crys Alla, Ax. 1 
May that Divine and Immortal One hear my e 
Prayer 7 and grant me the Happineſs to ſee the up 


ö Face of Noble Kerker Haſſan, in an Horizon pure I 28 
1 and free from the Defilement of Infidels. 2 
Paris, 14th. of the 2d. Mom, = | th 


ef the Tear 1667. 
LETTER XVIII. 


J Iſouf, his Kinſman a Merchant 
VVV 


—gyB- 


0 


1 12 a Diſpatch to thee in the Year 1664. 
4 wherein among other things, I recommended 
our Couſin Solyman to thy Friendſhip and Patro- 
nage, if ever he ſhould travel to Aſtracan, as | 

_ advisd him. For thou know'ſt he has a Roaming 
Genius, without the Wit to improve himſelf in 

. in any Foreign Country, unleſs he has a Friend 
= - to guide and take care of him: And then twill be 
2A a difficult Task to make him ſenſible where he is. 
He'll always think he is within the Verge of _y 
"= „„ „„ en 


large, under the Notion of a Retainer to the Sultan. 
Hes a ſtrange humour d Fellow. I know not what 


feel his Pulſe beating to the Tune of Youthful 
0 pride, Ambition, Luſt and other Vices. To Day 


he'd be a Dervich, Santone, or any thing that 
bears the Form of Holineſs: Bur when he's ſlept 


upon't, the vain Young Convert would return 


again to the World, and be a Soldier, Courtier, 


Profeſſor of the Law, or any Thing that makes 
2 Figure in the eyes of Men. So unwelcome are 


the rigid Paths of Vertue, to a Soul not well 


eſtabliſh'd in irs Principles. 1 


And yet our Coufin Solyman, as I am told, is 
the Muſſulman of the Muſſulmans, as to his Ex- 


teriour. With Hand devoutly laid to Breaft, and 
humbleſt Couch o'th' Head, he gives the Salem 
to his Friends and Neighbours: Soft, as the 


Signs of Mutes in the Seraglio: Humble as the 


Grecian Chapman, walking through the Streets, 
is forc'd to imitate, when he is hector'd by the 
Rampant 3 ES 

Bur, O 


Ungrateful, and Perfidious : That he ſhou'd 


be thus Unnatural, ſtudying the utmoſt Period of 


our Life ; inſtead of Honeſt, Juſt, and Noble Pre- 
ents, to prolong it. Eb⁵UF 


IJ had Reaſon, long ago, to compare him to 


Pontius Pilate; and if I had gone on, and ſcum'd 
off all the moſt Enormous Crimes of Humane 


Race, twould be too little to expreſs his Enmity 


againſt Mahmut, the kindeſt Uncle, and the 
* Friend, that eer poor Solyman cou'd boaſt 
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Grand Signiors Hunt, where he may domineer at 
to make of him. He's as Changeable as Proteus, or 


a Chamelion : Sometimes Religiouſly dull and Fleg- 
matick, like a Hadgi; at another Seaſon you ſhall 


my Couſin Tſouf, tis Grief to ſay, 
that Solyman, Partaker of our Blood, is Baſe, 


But 


— 
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But he is Degenerate , and that's too lt. 
tle, without the mournful Sighs of thee and 
me, to increaſe the Aggravation | of his 
Crime. 

In Fiue, he's our Rinſman,. and let us ſhew 
Mercy. He has been perfidious to me, and 1 
wou'd retrench the Words I have ſpoken in 
his Diſgrace. If he comes to Aſtracan, do as 

thou pleaſeſt: But have an Eye over thine 
own Affairs. Take not Solyman for an Angel. 
He is ſtill but a Turbant maker; a Frolickſom 
Blade; and a Merchant that makes a very ſmal 
F 
Couſin Iſouf, forget not the Maxims thou 
haſt learn d in thy Travels: Be true to thy 
Friends, and thy ſelf. Honour the Memory of 
thy deceaſed Parents. Love all Men, that are 
good. And be not remiſs in praying for the 


Soul of thy deceaſed 8 whenever Goa ſha!l 
call for it. | 


| Paris, 26th. of the 2d, * 
of Fe Te: ear 1664. 


The End of the Sixth fl, 
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